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PREFACE.

The Handbook to the United States, undertaken in re-
sponse to repeated requests from British and American
tourists, is intended to help the traveller in planning his tour
and disgosing of his time to the best advantage and thus to
enable him the more thoroughly to enjoy and appreciate the
objects of interest he meets with. The writer is Mr. J. F.

wirhead, M. 4., who has for several years taken part in the
English editions of Baedeker's Handbooks, and has personally
visited the greater part of the districts described.

The vast extent and rapidly changing conditions of the
United States make the produection of a satisfactory guide-
book a peculiarly difficult task; but for its improvement the
Editor confidently and gratefully looks forward to a contin-
uance of those valuable correcti and suggestions with
which travellers have long been in the habit of favouring him.

Inthe preparation of the Handbook the Editor has received
most material aid from friends in all parts of the United States,
8o many in number as to preclude an enumeration of their
names. In particular he wishes to express his obligations to
the superior officials of the leading Railway Companies, who
have been, almost without exception, uniformly courteous
and helpful; to many officials of the Federal and State Govern-
ments; to the keepers of the most important libraries, mu-
seums, ard galleries of art; to the officials of the Appalachian
Mountain Club; and to the professors of numerous univer-
sities and colleges. .

It is hoped that the various monographs of the Inmtro-
duction, though sometimes going beyond the recognized
functions of a guidebook, will be found of material value to
the tourist. Each has been written by anundoubted autherity
on the subject of which it treats; and their general aim is to
enable the traveller who studies them to give an intelligent
appreci to the political, social, industrial, and physical
agpects of a great country that is much less accurately known
by the average Enrogean than its importance warrants.

On the MaPs and PLaxs the Editor has bestowed especial
care; and it is believed that in this respect the Handbook ig
more completely equipped than any other publication of the
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kind relating to the United States. Such merit as they possess
is largely due to the kind and efficient coSperation of Mr.
Henry Gannett, Chief Topographer of the United States Geo-
logical Survey.

‘When not otherwise indicated, the POPULATIONS are those
of the national census of 1890; but wherever a State census
?as made more recent figures available, these have been pre-

erred.

Hoters. The Editor has endeavoured to ate not
only the first-class hotels, but also the more deserving of the
cheaper houses. The comfort of an American hotelis, however,
much more likely to be in the direct ratio of its charges than~
is the case in Europe (comp. p.xxvi). Although changes fre-
quently take place, and prices generally have an upward tend-
ency, the average charges stated in the Handbook will enable
the traveller to form a fair estimate of his expenditure. The
value of the asterisks, which are used as marks of commenda-
tion, is relative only, signifying that the houses are good of
their kind.

To hotel-proprietors, tradesmen, and others the Editor
begs to intimate that a character for fair dealing and courtesy
towards travellers forms the sole };assport to his commen-
dation, and that advertisements of every kind are strictly
excluded from his Handbooks. Hotel-keepers are also warned
against persons representing themselves as agents for Bae-
deker’s Handbeoks.

Abbreviations.
R. = Room; B. = Breakfast; D. = Dinner; L. = Luncheon.
- North, Northern, ete.; 8. = South, etc.; E. = East, ete.;
W. = West, etc. — M. = English (or American) Mile; ft. = Engl.
foot; min. = minute; hr. = hour. — Ho. = House; Ave. =
Avenue; St. = Street; R.R. = railroad; Mt. = Mountain. — U.S.
= United States.

The letter d with a date, after the name of a person, indicates
the year of his death. — The number of feet given after the name
of a place shows its height above the sea-level. — The number of
miles placed before the principal places on railway=routes indicates
their distance from the starting-point of the route.

ASTERISKS are used as marks of commendation.




