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436 Route 85, YELLOWSTONE PARK.  Grand Cafon.

right of those just mentioned, are the Red Mts., culminating in Mts.
Sheridan (10,383 ft.) and Hancock (10,235 ft.). The numerous is-
lands in the lake also enter pleasantly into the view.

BoaTs (50 c. per hour) may be hired for excursions on the lake, and
the fishing is excellent, the trout being large and voracious (use of fish-
ing-tackle 50 ¢. per hr.). — The bears in the adjoining forest are almost as
tame as those mentioned at p. 432. — To the E., among the Absaroka Mts.
{p. 485), is the region known as Hoodoo or Goblin Land, where the
extraordinarily grotesque forms of the rocks and crags will repay the
Jover of the marvellous who is prepared for a somewhat rough and trying
expedition.

o. From Yellowstone Lake to Yellowstone Caiion.

17 M. Srace in 4 hrs.

The road leads to the N. and N.W., following the left bank of the
Yellowstone River. About 7M. from the hotel, to the left, is the
*Mud Caldron or Voleano, one of the weirdest and most extraordinary
sights in the Park. It consists of a circular crater about 20 ft.
deep, the bottom of which is filled with boiling mud, constantly
rising in pasty bubblings, interspersed with more violent eruptions.
The hoirible appearance of the muddy pulsations and the groaning
sounds which accompany them suggest an entrance to Inferno, with
the spirits of the damned making abortive efforts to escape. —
About 2 M. farther on the road through Hayden Valley (see p. 434)
joins ours on the left, and 2 M. beyond the cross-roads, to the right,
rises the Swulphur Mt., or the Crater Hulls (150 ft.}, where large
amounts of sulphur have been depesited.by the various vents. The
large boiling spring, at the foot of the highest hill, is strongly im-
pregnated_with sulphur, and it> fumes are very disagreeable. To
the left are several small mud-springs.—As we approach the Hotel,
about 4 M. farthex on, we obtain glimpses of the Upper Fall and the
Cafion (see below). Finally we cross a bridge over a small stream
forming the Crystal or Cascade Falls.

The *Grand Cafion Hotel (7710 ft.) is finely situated on an ele-
\ated platean, about !/4 M. from the river and the upper end of the
cafion. It is a good point to spend a few days, as the attractions of
the cafion demand repeated visits, while good fishing may be enjoyed
in the river above and below the falls.

The **Grand Caiion of the Yellowstone, in some ways the most
marvellous and indubitably the most beautiful of the wonders of the
Yellowstone, extends from the Great Falls (p. 437) to a point
near the E. Fork, a distance of about 24 M. Its depth is from 600
to 1200 ft., and its width at the top varies from about 300 yds. to
1500 yds. The upper part of the cafion, where it is at its deepe-t

——and-narrowest, is also the scene of its most gorgeous colouring, the
tints of the enclosing cliffs including the most brilliant shades of
red, orange, yellow, and purple, ‘as if a rainbow had fallen from the
sky and been shattered on the rocks’. The formation of the crags
and cliffs is exceedingly bold and picturesque. Far below flows the




__ Great Falls. YELLOWSTONE PARK. 85, Route. 437

river, a thread of the most exquisite blue. The margins of the cafion
arc fringed with dark-green pines.

Visitors should follow the trail which leads to the S.E. from the hotcl
across the grass (comp. map of cafion in hotel), enters the wood, and
leads to the brink of the cafion, which we reach near “Look-out Point,
affording one of the finest views of it. To the W. appear the Lower Falls
(~ee below), at the head of the cafion. [The Red Rock. below Look-out Point,
reached by a steep but safe trail, also affords a_good view of the falls.]
We now follow the path along the edge of the cafion towards the left (L.),
passing various good points of view, among the best of which is Hayden
Point. A small geyser may be observed sending up its column of steam
far below on the side of the chasm, and a quick eye will easily detect
some eagles’ mests on the inaccessible peaks of the pinnacles of rock
below us. In about 2 M. we rcach “Inspiration Point (1500 ft. above the
river), which commands a splendid view of the gorgeous colours of fhe
upper part of the cafion (afternoon-light the best) and of the more sombre
hues of the pine-clad Lower Cafion. This is the limit of the walk in this
direction and we may now retrace our steps. [Those who do mot care to
walk both ways can ride or drive to Inspiration Point and Look-out Point.|

The Great or Lower Falls of the Yellowstone, as fine, though not
<o high, as the famous falls of the Yosemite (p. 509), plunge from a
height of 310 ft. into the abyss of the chasm. The river suddenly con-
tracts here from a width of 250 ft. to 75 ft. The falls are rcached from
the hotel in 10-20 min. either by a direct trail (steep) or by an casy trail
diverging from the road at the bridge over the Cascade Falls (p. 436). The
platform at the hcad of the falls commands a fine view of the cafon,
with Look-out Point conspicuous to the left (Inspiration Point concealcd).
— To reach the “Upper Falls, which are /2 M. farther up and about 110 tt
high, we cross the above-mentioned bridge, follow the road for a few
minates more, cross a second bridge (to the left), and then follow the
road through the wood. The rapids above the Upper Falls are picturesque .
the stretch of water between the two falls is to all appearance calm and
sluggish, though the current is really very rapid. — Some good views are
also obtained from the opposite side of the cafion, which may be reached
by crossing the river by boat above the Upper Fall. One of the best i3
had from Artist's Point, where Thomas Moran printed the picture of the
Yellowstone in the Capitol at Washington.

Mt. Washburn (10,340 ft.), which rises to the W, of the Yellowstone
Cafion, commands a splendid “View of a large part of the Park, including
Yellowstone Lake and the Grand Cafion. It is easily ascended from the
hotel on foot or on horseback in 4-5 hrs. (10 M.; guide dcsirablc). The
usual route is to follow the trail leading over the E. flank of the mountain
to Tower Falls, and diverge from this to the left at its highest point
(ca. 4000 ft. above the river), [It is intended to construct a carriage-road
over Mt. Washburn to Junction Valiey (Yancey's; p. 431), which will form
part of the regular circuit of the Park and oﬁviate the doubling of the
route from the Norris Basin to Mammoth Springs (see below).] — The above-
mentioned trail to Zower Falis (p. 431) is 16 M. long. Another trail leats—
t1 the Tower Falls vid Dunraven Peak (8865 ft.) and the W. flank of Mt.
‘Washburn. From the Falls to (4 M.) Fancey’s, sec p. 431

f. From the Yellowstone Cafion to Mammoth Hot Springs.

30 M. Sxack in 7-8 hrs.

The road leads to the W. and farther on descends into the valley
of the Gibbon, passing the pretty *Virginia Cascades, which have a
total fall of about 200 ft. Just beyond the cascades we turn sharply
round an angle known as ‘Cape Horn' or the ‘Bend imthe Road’.

12 M. Norris Basin Hotel, and thence to (30 M.) Mammaoth Hot
Springs Hotel, see p. 431.



