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22 DISCOVERY o AMERICA.

VI. Mountains, Hillsy, V1. Rivers.] A river
&c. need no defcription. is a confiderable ftream of
- water, ifluing from one or
_ more fprings, and gliding
into the fea. A f{mall
fiream 1is called a rivulet

or brook.

Maps.] A map is a plain figure reprefenting the
furface of the earth, or a part of it, according to the
laws of perfpe&ive. On the map of any tra of
country, are delineated” its mountains, rivers, lakes,
_towas, &e. in-their proper maganitudes and fituations.
The topof a map is always north, the bottom fouth,
the right fide ealt, and the left fide welt. From the
top to the bottom are drawn meridians, or lines of lon-
gitude ; and from fide to fide the parallels of latitude.
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T is believed by many, and not without fome reafon,
that A merica was known to the ancients. Of this,
however, hiftory affords no certain evidence. What-
ever difcoveries may have been made in this weftern
world, by Madoc Gwinacth, the Carthaginians and
others, are loft to mankind. The eaftern continent
. was the only theatre of hiftory from the creation of

the world to the year of our Lord 1492.
CHrisTOPHER COLUMBUS, a native of Genoa, has
dcfcrvbdly the honour of having firlt difcovered A-
merica. From a long and clofe application to the
ftudy of geography and navigation, to which his ge-
nius.was naturally inclined, Columbus had obtained a
knowlcdge of the true figure of the earth, much fupe-
riour to the general notions of the age in which he
lived.  In order that the terraqueous globe might be
properly balanced, and the lands and feas propartion-
ed to cach other, he was led to conceive that another
continent was neceffary.  Other reafons induced him
to believe that this continent was conneéted with the

Eatt-Indies.

As early as the year 1474, he communicated his
ingenious

)
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ingenious theory to Paul;-a phyfician of Florence,
eminent for his knowledge of cofmography. He
warmly approved it, fuggefled feveral fa&s in con-
firmation of it, and encouraged Columbus in an un-
dertaking fo laudable, and which promifed fo much
benefit to the world. ~

Having fully fatished bimfelf with refpe& to the
truth of his fyltem, he became impatient to reduce it
to pra&tice. The firlt Rep towards this, was to fecure
the patronage of fome of the European powers.  Ac-
cordingly he laid his fcheme before the fenate of Ge-
noa, making his i el -teader of his
fervices.  They rejected his propofal, as the dream of
a chimerical projeétor. .-He next applied to John II.
king of Portugal, a monarch of an enterprifing genius,
and no incompetent judge of naval affairs.  The king
liftened to him in the moft gracious manner, and re-
ferred the confideration of his plan to a number of
eminent cofmographers, whom he was accuftomed.to
confult in matters of this kind. Thele men, from
mean and interefled views, ftarted innumerable ob-
je&ions, and afked many captious queftions, on pur-
pofe to betray Columbus into a full explanation of his
{yltem. Having done this, they advifed the king to
difpatch a veflel, fecretly, in order to attempt the pro-
pofed difcovery, by following exaétly the courfe which
Columbus had pointed out.  John, forgetting on this
occafion the fentiments becoming a monarch, meanly
adopted their perfidious counfel.

Upon difcovering this difhonourable tranfa&ion,
Columbus, with an indignation natural to a noble and
ingenuous mind, quitted the kingdom, and landed in
Spain in 1484. :

Here he prefented his fcheme, in perfon, to Ferdi-
nand and Ifabella,who at that time governed the united
kingdoms of Caftile and Arragon.  They injudiciouf-
ly fubmitted it to the examination of unfkilful judges,
who, ignorant of the principles on which Columbus
founded his theory, rejeéted it as abfurd, upon the
credit of a maxim under which the uwnenterprifing, in

every
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every age, fhelter themfelves, ¢ That it is prefump-
¢ tuous in any perfon, to fuppofe that he alone pof-
¢ {efles knowledge fuperiour to all the ret of man-
¢ kind united.” They maintained, likewife, that if -
there were really any fuch countries ad Columbus pre-
_tended, they would not have remained fo: long con-
cealed ; ‘ner would the wifdom and fagacity of former
agés have left the glory of this difcovery to an obfctire
Geioefe pilot.

Mecanwhile, Columbus, who had experienced thc
uncertam iffue of appllcatnons to kmgs, had taken the
tholomew, to whom he had fully communicated his
ideas, to negociate the matter with Henry VII.  On
his voyage to England, he fell into the hands of pi-
rates, who ftripped him of every thing, and detained
him a prifoner feveral years. At length he made his
efcape, and arrived at London in extreme indigence,
where he employed himfelf fome time in felling maps.
With his gains he purchafed a decent drefs ; and in
perfon prefented to the king the propofals which his
brother had entrufted to his management.  Notwith-
ftanding Henry’s exceflive caution and parfimony, he
received the propofals of Columbus with more ap-
probation than any monarch to whem they had been
prefented.

After feveral unfuccefsful apphcatlons to other Eu-
ropean powers of lefs.note, he was induced, by the in-
treaty and interpofition of Perzez, a man of confidera-
ble learning, and of fome credit with queen Ifabella,
to apply again to the court of Spain.  This applica-
cation, after much warm debate and fcveral mortifying
repulfes, provcd {uccefsful ; not, howevcr, without
the moft vigorous and perfevering exertions of Quin-

~—taoilla and Santangel, two- vigilant and dlfcernmg
patrons of Columbus, whofe meritorious zeal in pro-
moting this grand defign, entitles their names to an
honourable place in hiftory. It was, however, to
queen Ifabella, the munificent patronels of his noble
and generousdefigns, that Columbus ultimately owed

his {uccefs. Havisg
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Having this obtained the affiitance of the court, a
fquadron of three fmall veffels was fitted out, viGtualled
for twelve months, and furnithed with ninety men.
The whole expenfe did not exceed £.4000. Of this
{quadroo_Columbus was appointed admiral.

On the 3d of Auguft, 1492, he left Spain in the
prefence of a crowd of fpe&ators, who united their fup-
plications to Heaven for his fuccefs. He ftecred di-
redly for the Canary Iflands, where he arrived and re-
fitted, as well as he could, his crazy and ill-appointed
fieet. Hence he failed, September 6th, a due weftern
> X nown-ocean

Columbus now found a thoufand unforefcen hard-
fhips to encounter, which demanded all his judgment,
fortitude and addrefs to furmount. Befides the diffi-
culties, unavoidable from the nature of his undertaking,
he had to flruggle with thofe which arofe from the
ignorance and timidity of the people under his com-
mand. On the 14th of September he was aftonithed
to find that the magnetick needle in their compafs, did
not point exaély to the polar ftar, but varied toward
- the weft; and asthey proceeded,this variation increafed.
This new phenomenon filled the companions of Colum-
bus with terrour.  Nature itfelf feemed to have fuf-
tained a change ; and the only guide they had left, to
point them to a fafe retreat from an unbounded and
tracklefs ocean, was about to fail them. Columbus,
with no lefs quicknefs than ingenuity, affigned a reafon
for this appearance, which, though it did not fatisfy
himfelf, feemed fo plaufible to them, that it difpelled
their fears, or filenced their murmaurs.
~ The failors, always difcontented, and alarmed at their
diftance from land, feveral times mutinied, threatened
once to throw their admiral averboard, and repeatedly
infifted on his returning. Columbus, on thefe trying
occafions, difplayed all that cool deliberation, pru-
_dence, foothing addrefs and firmnefs, which were ne-
ceffary for a perfon engaged in a difcovery, the moft
interefting to the world of any ever undertaken by man.

It was on the 11th of O&ober, 1492, at ten o’clock

in
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in the evening, that Columbus, from the forecaftle, de-
fcried alight. At two o'clock next morning, Roderick

- Triana difcovered land. The joyful tidings were

_ quickly communicated to the other fhips. The morn-
ing light confirmed the report ; and the feveral crews
immediately began 7e¢ Deum, as a hymn of thank{giv-
ing to God, and mingled their praifes with tears of jay,
and tranfports of congratulation. Columbus, richly
drefled, with a drawn {word in his hand, was the frit
European who fet foot in the Neaw World which he had
difcovered. The ifland on which he thus firft landed,
he called-SteSalvador. It is one of that large clufter

—of iflands known by the name of the Lucaya or Baha-
ma ifles. He afterwards touched at feveral of the
iflands in the {ame clufter, inquiring every where for
gold, which he thought was the only objeét of com-
merce worth his atteation. . In fleering fouthward he
difcovered the iflands of Cuba and Hifpaniola, abound-
ing in all the neceflaries of life, and inhabited by a hu-
mane and hofpitable people.

Oa his return he was overtaken with a ftorm, which
had nearly proved. fatal to his fhips and their crews.
At a crifis when all was given up for lof, Columbus
had prefence of mind enough to retire into his cabin,
and to write upon parchment a fhort account of his
voyage. This he wrapped in an oiled cloth, which he
inclofed in a cake of wax, put it into a tight cafk, and
threw it into the fea, in hopes that fome fortunate ac-
cident might preferve a depofite of {o much importance
to the world. He arrived at Palos in Spain, whence
he had failed the year before, on the 15th of March,
1493. He was welcomed with all the acclamations
which the populace are ever ready to beftow on great
and glorious charaiers ; and the court received him
with marks of the greateft refpet.

In September of this year, (1493) Colpmbus failed
vpon his {econd voyage to America ; during the per-
formance of which, he difcovered the iflands of Dom-
inica, Marigalaate, Gaudaloupe, Montferrat, Antigua,
Porto-Rico and Jamaica ; and returned to Spain 1496.

n



DISCOVERY of AMERICA. 27

In 1498 he failed a third time for America; and on
- the 1t of Auguft difcovered the ConTinent. He
then coafted along weftward, making other difcoveries
for 200 leagues, to Cape Vela, from which he crofled
over to Hifpaniola, where he was feized by a new
Spanith Governour, and fent home in chains.

In 1502 Columbus made his fourth voyage to Hif-
paniola ; thence he went over to the continent—dif-
covered the bay of Honduras ; thence failed along the
main fhore eafterly 200 leagues, toCape Gracias a Dios,
Veragua, Porto Bello and the Gulf of Daricen.

The jealous and avaricious Spaniards, not immedi-
ately receiving thofe golden advantages which they had .
promifed, and loft to the feelings of humanity and
gratitude, fuffcred their eftcem and admiration of Co-
lumbus to degenerate into ignoble envy.

The latter part of his life was made wretched by the
cruel perfecutions of his enemies. Qucen Ifabella, his
friend and patronefs, was no longer alive to afford him
relief.  He fought redrefs from Ferdinand, but in vain.
Difgulted with the ingratitude of a monarch, whom he
had ferved with fo much fidelity and Puccefs, exhaufted
with hardfhips, and broken with the infirmities which
thele brought upon him, Columbus ended his a&ive and
ufeful life at Valladolid, on the zoth of May, 1506, in
the soth year of his age. He died with a compofure
of mind fuited to the magnanimity which diftinguithed
his chara&ter, and with fentiments of piety becoming
that fupreme refped for religion which he manifefted in
every uccurrence of his life. He was grave, though
courteous in his deportment, circumf{pe& in his words
and altions, irreproachable in his marals, and exemplary
in all the duties of his religion. The Conrt of Spain
were fo jult to his memory, notwithitanding their in-
gratitude towards him during his life, that they buried
him magnificently in the Cathedral of Seville, and
ercfted a tomb over him with this infcription,

Corumsus has given a New Worerp
To the Kingpoms of CastiLe and Lron,

Among



