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Tbe UNITED STATES.

SITUATION and EXTEN'T—’_‘

miles.

: Le:rgtb 1250} between { & 46° North- Latitade.
~Breadth1e40 8° E.&24° W. Long.from Phila.

OUNDED north, ‘by Canada, and the Lakes;
~weft, by the river Miffifippi ; fouth, by Eaft

" and Weft Florida ; fouth-caft and eaft, by the Atlan-

tick Ocean and Nova-Scotia, from which it is fcpara-

- téd by the river St. Croix. -

The territory of the United States ‘contains about a.
million of {quare miles, in which are

640,000,000 of acres.
Dedu& for water, 51,000,000

A Acrcs of land in theUnited States 589,000,000

 OF this extenfive tra&, two. hundred and twenty
millions of acres have been transferred to the federal
government by feveral of the original Rates, and pledg-
ed as a fund for finking the continental debt. -
" Lakes and Rivers.] It may in truth be faid, that no
_part of the world is fo well watered with [prings, riv-
ulets, nvem, and lakes, as the terntory ‘of the United
States. By means of thefe various ftreams and collec- -
tions of water, the whole country is checkered into ifl-
ands and peninfulas. The United States, and indeed
“all parts of North- Amenca, feem to have been formed
* by nataore fof the moft intimate union. For two hun-
" dred thoufand guineas, North-America might be con-
verted into a clufter of large and fertile iflands, com-
: mumcatmgthh eachother with eafe and little expenfe;
and in many inftances without the uncertamty or dan-
ger of the fea.
There is nothing in other parts of the globe, which
_ refembles the prodigious chain of lakes in this part of
the world Ther may properly be termcd inland fea?
: °©
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of frefh water ; and even thofe of the fecond or third
clafs in' magnitude, are. of larger circuit than the great-
cft lake in the eaftern continent.

The principal lakes in’ the United Statcs, are the
Lake of the Woods, in the north-weft corner of the U-
nited States, 70 miles long and 40 wide.

As you travel ealt you come next to Long- Lake, 100
‘miles long, and about 18 or 20 wide.

Thence you pafs through feveral fmall lakes into
Lake Superiour, the Jargel lake in the world ; being:
1600 miles in circumference.~There

Jm_twn_hrgL
__lﬂﬁxd_un_Lbn_lak:,mthwh—has—]and mngh7+f——~

fuitable for tillage, to form a conliderable’ province.
The Indians fuppofe the. Great Spirit refides in thefe
iflands. This lake abounds with fifth. Storms affe& it .
as much as they do the Atlantick Ocean : The waves
run as lugb ; and the navigation is as dangeroua. It
dlfchargcs its waters from the fouth-ealt comer,through
the ftraits of St. Marie into Lake Huron, which is. next .
in magnitude to Lake Superiour, being about 1000
miles in circumference. This lake, at its north-eatt
coraet, communicates with Lake Michigan, which is
goo miles in cxrcumference, by the ttraits of Mikkilli-
makkinak.

Lake St. Claire lies about: half way between Lakc
Huron and Lake Erie, and is about. 9o ‘milds -in cir-
oumference. It commumcates wuh Lake Erie, by the
tiver : Detroit.

Lake Erie i is nearly 300 mxlcs long, from eaﬁ to weﬂ,
and about 40 in the broade® part. Theiflands and fheres
of this lake are greatly iafefted with faakes, many of
which are of the venomous kind. This lake, at its *
north-caft-¢nd, communicates with Lake Ontario, by
the .river Nnagara, 30 miles long ‘In this river are
thofe remarkable falls which are reckoned one of the
greateft natural curiofities in the world. The waters
-which fiipply the river Niagara rife near two thoufand

. miles to the north-weft, and pafling through the lakes
Superiour, Michigan, Huron and Erie, receiving in

~ their courfe conftant’ accumulanous, at length, with
aftonithing

Y
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aftonithing grandeur, rufth down a ftupendous precipice
of one hundred and forty feet perpendicular ; and in a
firong rapid, that extends to the diftance of cight or
nine miles below, fall nearas much more’; the river then
lofes itfelf in Lake Ontario. The noife of thefe falls,
(called the Niagara Falls) in a clear day and fair wind,
may be heard between forty and fifty miles. “When
* «the water ftrikes the bottom, it bounds to a great height

in the air, occafioning a thick cloud of vapours, on

which the fun,when hethines;paints a beautiful rainbow.

Lake Ontario is of an oval form, about 600 miles in

circumference. It difcharges it's waters by the river

Iroquois, which, at Montreal, takes the name of St.

Lawrence River, and paffidg by Quebeck, falls into-the

- Gulf of St. Lawrence. {f.ake Champlain forms a part
of the boundary between New-York and Vermont, and
is about 8o miles long;, ‘and 14 broad. Lake George
lies fouth of lake Champlain, and is about 33 miles

long, and parrow. . .

The principal river in the United States is the Miff-:

Jippi, which-forms the weftern boundary of the United:
States. It receives the waters of the Ohio and Illinois
and their numcrous branches, from the eaft ; and the:
Miffouri and other large rivers from the weft. Thefe
mighty ftreams united, are borne down, with-increaf-
ing majefty, through vaft forefts and meadows, into the

Gulf of Mexico. This river is {uppofed . to be about .

3000 miles long, and is navigable to the Falls:of St.

Anthony, in lat. 44d. 30m. Thefe falls are730 feet

perpendicular height. ‘T’he whole river, which is more
than 250 yards wide, falls. the above diftance,and forms:
a moft pleafing catara@&. This river refembles the
Nile, in that it annually overflows-and leaves a rich
flime on its banks ; and in the number of its mouths,
openingin-a fea that may be¢ compared to the Medi-
térranean. SRRt o
"The Indians fay that four of the large rivers in
North- America, viz. St. Lawrence, Miffilippi, Bour-
bon, Oregon, or the river of the weft, have their fources
within about 30 miles of each other, _If this be faét,
IR : it
.
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it proves that the lands at the heads of thefe rivers are
the higheft in North-America. Allthefe rivers run
different courfes, and empty into different oceans, at
the diftance of more than 2000 miles from their fources.
For in their paffage from this fpot to the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, eaft ; to Hudlon’s bay, north ; to the bay
of Annian, welt, where the river Oregon is fuppofed -
to empty ; and to the Gulf of Mezico, fouth, each of
them traverfes upwards of 2002 miles.

~

“The Obio is the moft beautiful river on earth. Its

geutle carrent is linb‘féké’ﬁ'b’y’“chkE?iF?anﬁs. except
in one place. It is a mile wide at its entrance into the
Mxﬂiﬁppx ; and a quarter of a mile at Fort Pitt, which
is 1188 miles from its mouth. At Fort Pitt the Ohio’
lofes its name,. and branches into the Monongabela dnd
Allegany vivers. The Monongahela, 12 or 15 miles
from its mouth, receives -2obogany river.

The country watered by the Miffifippi and its ea’l-
ern branches, conftitutes five cighths of the United
States ; two of which # are occupied biy the Ohio and
its branches ; the refiduary ftreams which run iato the -
Gulf of Mcxlco, the Atlantick,and the St. Lawrence,
water the remaining three eighths. ‘The other coufider-
able rivers in the United States will be mentioned in
their proper places.

Bdys.] The coaft of the United States is mdcnted
with namerous bays, fome of which are equal in fize to
any in the known world. Begianing at the north-

cafterly part of the continent, and proceeding fouth-

wefterly, yéu firt find the bay or gulf of St. Lawrence,
‘which receives the waters of the river of the fame
name. Next is Chebukto Bay, in Nova-Scotia, dif-~
tinguifhed by the lofs of a French fleet in a former war
between France and Great-Britain. The Bay of Fun-
dy, between Nova-Scotia and .New-England, is re-
markable for its tides, which rife to the height of ﬁfty
or fixty feet, and flow fo rapidly as to overtake ani-
mals which. fced upon the fhore. Penobicot,. Broad
‘and Cafco Bays, lie along the coaft of the Provinge of

Maio. Maflachufetts Bay fpreads eaftward of Bofton,.

D2z " and
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- and is comprehended between Cape Ann on the north,

and Cape Cod on the fouth. Paffing by Narraganfet

. apd other bays in the State of Rhode-Ifland, you enter

Long-Iffand Sound, between Montauk point, and the
Main. This Sourid is a kind of inland fea, from three
to twenty-five miles broad, and about one hundred and
forty miles long, extending the whole length of the -
1ﬂz\nd, and dividing it from Conne&icut.. .It commu-
nicates with the ocean at both ends ofLong-Iﬂand and
affords a very fafe and convenient inland nangauon

The celebrated ftrait,, called Hell Gate, is near the

"weh end of this found, about cight miles eaftward of

New-York city, and is remarkable for its whxrlpools,

which make a tremendaus roaring at certain_times of
tide. Thefe whirlpools ave occafioned by the narrow- -
nefs and crookednefs of the pafs, and a bed of rocks

. which extend quite acrofs it.

Delaware Bay is fixty miles long, from the Cape to
the entrance of the river Delaware at Bombay hook ;
and fo wide in fome parts, as that a fhip, in the mid-
~ dle of it, cannot be feen from theland. "It opens into
the Atlantick north-weft and fouth-ecaft, between Cape
Henlopen on the right, and Cape May on the left.

~Thefe Capes are eighteen miles apart.

The Chefapeck is one of the largeft baysin the known
‘world.  Its entrance is between Cape Charles and
Cape Henry in Virginia, twelve miles wide, and it =
éxtends two hundred and feventy miles to the north-
ward, dividing Virginia and Maryland— It is from
feven to eighteen miles broad, and generally as much
as nine fathoms. deep ; affording many commodious
“barbours, and a fafe and eafy navigation. It receives
the waters of the- Sufquehannah Patomak, Rappa-
hannok, York and James rivers, which are all large
and navigable. .

Face of the Country.] The tra& of country belong-

ing-to the United States, is happily variegated with

plains and mountains, hills and vallies. Some parts are
rocky, particularly New-England, the north parts of
New-York and New- Jerfey, and a broad fpace, in-

cluding
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cluding the feveral ridges of the long range of moun-
tains which run fouth-weftward through Penn{ylvania,
Virginia, North-Carolina, and part of Georgia, divid-
ing the waters which flow into the Atlantick, from
thofe which fall into the Miffifippi. In the parts ealt
of the Allegany mountaing in the fouthern States, the
* country, for feveral hundred miles in length, and fixty
or feventy, and fometimes more,~in breadth, is level,
and entirely free of ftonc. '
Mountairis.] In all parts of the world, and particu-

Tarly on this weltern continent, it is obfervable, that as

you depart from the ocean, or from a river, the land
gradually rifes ; and the height 6f land, in common, is
about equally diftant from the water on either: fide.
The Andes in South- America form the height of land
between the Atlantick and Pacifick Oceans.

That range of mountains, of which the Shining
Mountains are a part, begins at Mexico, and continu-
ing northward on the eat of California, feparates the
waters of thofe numerous rivers that fall intoe the Gulf
of Mexico and the Gulf of California. Thence con-
tinuing their courfe ftill northward,between the fources
of the Miffifippi and the rivers that run into theSouth
Sea, they appear to end in about 47 or 48 degrees of
north latitude ; where a number of rivers rife, and
empty themfelves either into the South Sea, into Hud-
fon’s Bay, or into the waters that communicate be-
tween thefe two fcas. )

- The Highlands between the Providte of Main and
the Province of Quebec, divide the rivers which fall .
into the St. Lawrence north, and iato the Atlantick
fouth. The Green Mountaius, in Vermont, divide the
waters which flow eafterly into Conne&icut river, from
thofe which fall wefterly—into—Jszke-Champlain and

Hudfon’s river. .

" Between the Atlantick, theMiffilippi, and the Lakes,
runs a long range of mountaius, made up of a great
number of ridges. Thefe mountains extend north-
eafterly and fouth-wefterly, nearly parallel with the fea
coaft, about ninc hundred miles.in length, and from

: fixty
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fixty to one hundred and fifty, and two hundred miles
in breadth. Numerous tra@s of fine arable. and graz-
ing land intérvene between the ridges. The different
ridges which compofe this immenfe range of moun-
tains, have different names in-different States. )

_ The principal ridge is the Allegany, which has beea
. deferiptively called the dack done of the United States.

he general name for thefe mountains, taken colle&ive-
ly, is the Allegany Mountains, fo called from the princi- -
pal ridgeof the range. “Thefe mountains are not con-
fufedly fcattered and en, rifii i

A ’ !
in uniform ridges, fcarcely half a mile high. They
- fpread as you proceed fouth, and fome of them termi-.
nate in high perpendicular bluffs. Others gradually.
fubfide into a lcvel country, giving rife to the rivers
-, which run foutherly into the Gulf of Mexico.

Soil and Produ&ions.] The foil of the United Statés
is equal to that of any country in the world. Its pro-
dudtions will be mentioned in the account of the par-
ticular States. _ o PR »

Animals.] ~According to. M. de Buffon there are
200 fpecies of animals only exifting on the earth. Oune
hundred of thefc are aboriginal of America.

The following is a catalogue of the animals com.

mon to North- America. -

.~ Mammoth - Monax Marten
Buffalo Grey Squirrel Minx
“Panther Grey Fox Squirrel - Beaver =

- €Cagcajou T Black Squirrel Mufquath

S Wild Cat Red Squirrel Otter

Bear . Ground Squirrel ~ Fifher .
Elk - Flying Squirrel -Water Rat
‘White Bear Black Fox. Mufk Rat
Woalf . Red Fox . Houfe Moufe:
Moofe Deer Grey Fox Field Moufe

. Stag . . - -Racoon Moles .

. Carrabou - Woodchuck %qickhatch

* Fallow Deer . Skunk - Morfe
Greenland Deer  Opoffum -Porcupine

" Rabbit i Pole Cat Seal
Bahama Coney Weafle :

- Thefe are divided into three claffes 3
1. Beallts of different genus from any known in the old
world ; of which are the Opoffum,

Quickhatch, &e,

the Racoon, the - -

z. Bealts
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2. Beafts of the fame genus, but of different fpecies
from any on the caftern continent, of which are

The Panther Fallow Deer - Ground Squjrrel
Wild Cat Grey Fox - Flying Squirrel
Buffalo Grey Squirrel * PoleCat -

Moofe Deer Grey Fox Sqirrel Porcupine, &c.
Stag - . Black Squirrel -~ :

3. Beafts which are the fame on both continents, viz.

The Bear ~~ Otter . .+, Field Moufe
‘White Bear ‘Water Rat Mole -

‘Wolf - Houfe Rat Morfe
Weafle Mufk Rat Seal,~&c.
Beaver - Houfe Moufe -

The MammoTtH is not found 1n the civilized parts

of America. It is conje@ured, however, that he was
carniverous, and that he ftill exifts on the north of the
Lakes. Their tufks, grinders, and fkeletons of uncom-
moo magnitude, have been found at the falt licks, on
the Ohio, in New- Jerfey,and other places.. The Indians-
" have a tradition handed down from their fathers re-
fpe&ting thefe animals, ¢ That in ancient-times aherd of
them came to the Bigbone licks, and began an univerfal’
deftru@ion of the bears, deer, elks, buffaloes, and other
aunimals which had been created for the ufe of the In- °
dians :- That the Great Man above, Idbking down and
feeing this, was fo enraged, that he feized his lightning, -
defcended to the earth, feated himfelf upon a neigh-
bouring mountain, on a rock, on'which his feat and the
print of his feet are ftill to be feen, and hurled his bolts
among them' till the whole were flaughtered, except the
big bull, who prefenting his forchead to the fhafts, fhook
them off as they fell ; but at length miffing one, it
wounded him in the fide ;- whereen, fpringing round,
- he bounded over the Qhio, the Wabafh, the 1llinois, and
finallyover the great lakes,where he is living at thisday.’
The Orossum is an animal of a ditin& genus, and
therefore has little refemblance to any other creature.
It is about the fize of a common cat, which it refcmbles
in fome degree as to its body ; its legs are fhort, the
feet are formed like thofe of a rat, as are its ears ; the
fnout and head are long Jike the hog’s ; the teeth like
thofe of a dog ; its body is covered thinly with long
o o . brittly



46 Th UNITED STATES.

briftly whitifh hair ; its tail is long, fhaped like that of
a rat without hair. But what is moft remarkable in
this creature, arid which diftinguifhes it from-all-ethers,
s its falfe belly, which is formed by a fkin or membrane, -
(inclofing the duge) which it opens and clofes at will.
In this falfe belly, the young are concealed ia time of
danger. Though cuntrary to the laws of nature, it is
believed by many, that thefe animals are bred-at the
teats of their.dams. It is a fa&, that the young ones
have been many times feen, not larger than the head of
a large pin, faft fixed and hanging to the teats in the
falfe belly.” Tn this Rate, their members are difkin&ly

vifible ; they . appear like an embryo clinging to the
teats. By conftant obfervation, they have been found
to grow into a perfe@ feetus ; and in propertime they
drop off into the falfe belly, where they remain fecure,
till they are capable of providing for themfelves. From

" thefe circamftances, it feems that the Opoflum is pro-
duced, in a manner, out of the common courfe of na-:
ture. Butitappears from the diffe&ion of one of them
by Dr. Tyfon, that their fira&ure is fuch as is fitted

*for generation, like that of other animals; and of
courle he fuppofies that they mult neceffarily be bred
and' excluded in the fame way as other quadrupeds.
But by what method the dam, after exclufion; fixes

them on her teats, if this be the manner of produéion,

. is a fecret yet unknown, s

- The Burraro‘is larger-than an ox ; high on the
fhoulders ; and"deep through the breaft. The fléth of
_ this animal is equal in goodnefs to beef ; its Fkin.makes
good leather, and its- hair, which is of a woolly kind, -
18 manufatured into a tolerable good cloth.
The Tycer of America refembles, in fhape, thofe of
Afia and Africa, but is confiderably {maller ; nor does it
-appear to be fo fierce and ravenous as they are. The col-
eur of itisa darkifh yellow,and is entirely free from fpots.
The Cat of the MounTAIN refembles a common
cat, but is of a much larger fize. - Its hair is of a red-
difh or orange colour, interfperfed with fpots of black.
This animal is exceedingly fierce, though it will fel-

- dom attack a man. \ ‘The
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The Evk is thaped Tike a deer, but is confiderably
larger, being equal in bulk to a horfe. The horns of
this creature grow to a prodigious fize, extending fo
wide, that two or three perfous might fit between them
at the fame time. But what is ftill more remarkable
is, that_thefe horns are fhed every year, in the month -
of February, and by Auguft, the new ones are nearly
at. their full growth.

_ The Moosk isabout the fize of the dk and its horns
almoft as large.  Like the elk, it fheds its hofns an-

- ,Luaugu_lhougbmw—ereawfe -is-of the-deep—kind; it —

- s fleth is exceed-

ingly good food; cafy of dlgeﬂlon, and very nourithing.

Its {kin, as well as that of the elk, is valuablc, makmg,

when dreffed, good leather.

The CarraBou is fomething like the moofe in fhape,
-though not nearly fotall. Its flefhis exceedingly good,
its tongue in particolar is in high efteem. Its fkin,
being {mooth and free from veins, is valuable..

The Carcajou is a creature of the cat kind, and is
a terrible enemy to the elk, and to the carrabou, as well
‘as'to the deer. He either comes upon them unper-
ceived from fome concealment ; or climbs up into a
trec, and: takmg hiz ftation on fome of the branches,
‘waits till one of them takes fhelter under it ; when he
faftens.upen his neck, and opening the Jugular vein,
foon brings his ptey to the ground.  The only. way of

, 'efcape is flying immediately to the water, for as the
carcajou has a great diflike to that clement, he will
leave his prey rather ‘than enter it.

The Skunk is the moft extraordinary ammal the.
American woods produce. It is of the fame fpecies
with the_pole cat, for which, though different from it
in .many) relpeéts, and particularly in being of a lefs -
fize, it is frequently miftaken. Its hair is long and
fhiningy, of a dirty whit¢, mixed in fome places with ~
‘black. Its tail is long and bufhy like that of the fox.
It lives chiefly in woods and hedges ; and is poffefled
of extraordinary powers, which however are exerted
only when it is purfucd On fuch an occafion, it ejects

from’
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from behind a fmall ftream of gam, of fo fnbt]e a na-

ture, and' fo powerful a fmell, that the air is tainted

. with it to-a furprifing diRance.. On- this account the

., animal is called’ by the French Eafant du Diable, the

" Child of the Devil, or Béte Puante, the Stinking Bealt. -
The -water which- this creature ‘emits in its defence,

asgcacrally {uppofed by naturalifts-to be its urine ; but -

" Mr. Carver; who thot and diffc Ged many of them, de-

‘clares that he found near the urinal veflels, a Tmall re-

“ceptacle of water, totally diftinét from the bladder, from I

whichale was fatisfied, the horrid ﬁcnch proceeded.

_'The_fatof ihglkunk,Jhen.
powerful emolhem, and its fleth, when dreﬂ'ed wnhout
being tainted by -its feeuid water, is‘fweet and good.:
* The Porcurine ot Hence Hoc is about the fize!
of afmall dog, though it is neither fo long nor fo ‘tall. *i;
1te fhape refembles that of a fox, ‘excepting its head,
- which is fomething like the head of a rabbit. Its body
is covered with. qunns of about four inches in lengﬁl, /
moft of which are, exceptidyg at the point, of the thick-*
nefs of a ftraw. Thefe quills the porcupine darts at |
his enemy, and if they: pmrcb the flefh in the lealt de-
gree, they will fink quite through it, and are not to be ¢
extralted without incifion.. The Indians ufe thefe quills »
for boring their cars.and hofes to infert their jewels, and’
alfo; by widy of ornament to their ftockings, hair, & ‘kc.t
‘The Woobpcruck is a- grouud animdl of the.fur;
kmd, about fifteen inches long ; its body is round;and
- its legs fhort ; itsfore paws are broad, andcoaﬁru&edg
‘for. the purpofe-of digging holes in the ground, ia%
_which it burrows ; its flefh is tolerable food. “‘E
 The Racoon is an animal of a geaus different from
any known on the eaftern-continent. Its head is much
like. a fox’sy only its ears are fhorter, more round, and
more naked. ltalfo refembles that antmalfoirstair, |

_ awhich is thigk, long and foft ; and in its body and ¢

legs, excepting that the former. nslargcr, and the latter ;-
_both larger and fhorter. Acrofs its face runs a broad ! ;

" ftripe includipg its eyes, which arelarge. ~Its {oout is:
black and roundifh at thc end like that of a dog ; its ﬁ

,,,,J_:eth
.,;g
:



Th UNITED STATES. 49

teeth alfo are fimilar to thofe of the dog, both in num-
" ber and fhape ; the tail is long and ronnd, with annular
ftripes on it ; the feet have five long flender toes, armed
with fharp claws, by which it is enabled to climb trees,
and run to the extremities of the boughs. TIts fore
fect ferve it inftead of hands, like thofe of the monkey.

The latt quadruped which fhall be particularly def-
cribed, is the Beaver. This isan amphibious animal,
which cannot live for any long time in the water, and
it is {aid can exift without it, provided it has the con-

venience of fometimes bathing itfelf. The largett bea-

vers are nearly four feet in length, about fourteen or
“fifteen inches in breadth over the haunches, and weigh
fifty or fixty pounds. The head of this animal is large ;
its fnout long ; its eyes fmall ; its ears fhort, round,
hairy on the outfide, and fmooth within ; of its teeth,
which are long, broad, trong and fharp, the under ones
ftand out of its mouth about the breadth of three fin-
gers, and the upper about half a finger. Befides thefe
teeth, which are called incifors, beavers have fixteen
grinders, ¢ight on each fide, four above and four below,
dire&tly oppofite to each other. With the former they
are able to cut down-trees of a confiderable fize, with
the latter to break the hardeft fubftances. Their legs
are {hort, particularly the fore legs, which are only four
or five inches long. The toes of the fore feet axe fe-
parate ; thofe of the hind feet have membranes between
them. In confequence of this they can walk, though
but flowly, while they fwim as eafily as any aquatick
animals. Their tails fomewhat refemble thofe of fith,
and thefe, aod their hind feet, are the nnly parts in
which they do not refemble land animals. Their col-
our is different aceording to the different climateswhich

- they inhabit. In the moft northern parts, they arc
generally quite black ; in more temperate, bfown ;
their colour becoming lighter and lighter as they ap-
proach towards the fouth. Their fur is of two forts,
all over their bodies. That which is longeft is gene-
rally about an inch long, though on the back it {fome-
times extends to two inches, gradually thortening to-
- E “wards
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wards the head and tail. This part is courfe and of
little ufe. The other part of it confifts of a very thick -
and fine down, of about three quarters of an inch long,
fo foft that it feels like filk, and is that which is com-
monly manufa&ured. Caftor, fo ufeful in medicine, is
produced from the body of the beaver. It was formerly
believed to be his tefticles,but late difcoveries have thewn
that it is contained in four bags in the lower belly.
The ingenuity of the beavers in building their cabins,
and id providing themfelves fubliftence, is truly wonder-
_ful. . When they-are about-tochoofe a-habitation, they
aflemble in companies, fometimes of two or three hun-
dred, and after mature deliberation, fix on a place where
plenty of provifions, and all neceffaries are to be found.
Their houfes are always fituated in'the water, and whzn
they can find ncither lake nor pond convenient, they
fupply the defc&t by ftopping the current of fome brook
or fmall river. For this purpofe they fele& a number
of trees, carefully taking thofe above the place where
they intend to build, that they may fwim down with
the current, and placing themfelves by threes or fours
round each tree, foon fell them. By a continuation of
the fame labour, they cut the trees into proper.lengths,
and rolling them into the water, navigate them to the
- place where they are to be ufed. After this they con-
ftruét a dam with as much folidity and regularity as the .
moft experienced workman counld do. . The formation
of their cabins is no lefs remarkable. Thefe cabins are
built either on piles in the middle of the pond they
have formed, on the bank of a river, or at the extremity
of fome point of land proje&ting into a lake. The fig-
ure of them is round or oval. Two thirds of each of
them rifes above the water, and this part is large enough
_to contain eight or ten inhabitants. They are contig-
uous to each other, {o as to allow an eafy communica-
tion. Tach bedver bas his place affigned him, the floor
of which he cutioufly ftrews with leaves, rendering it
“clean and comfortable. The winter never furprizes
thefe animals before their bufinefs is completed ; for
their houfes are generally finithed by the laft of Sep-
o ’ tember'
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tember, and their ock of provifions laid in, which con-
fits of fmall pieces of wood, difpofed in fuch manner
as to preferve its moifture. :

Upwards of one hundred and forty American birds
have been eoumerated, and many of them defcribed by
Catefby, Jéfferfon, and Carver. The following cata-
logue 1s inferted to gratify the curious, to inform the
inquifitive, and to fhew the aftonifhing variety in this
beautiful part of creation.

The Blackbird Spoonbill do. Crow Blackbird
.~ Razor-billed do. - Summerdo. =~ Kingbird -
— Baltimore bird— Black-head-dor——Kingfifher
Baftard Baltimore Blue-winged Shoveler Loon
Blue bird Little brown duck Lark
Buzzard *  Sprigtail - - Large Eark
Blue Jay hitefaced Teal Blue Linnet

Biue Grofbeak Blue-winged Teal Mock bird
Brown Bittern  Pied-bill Dobchick ~ Mow bird —

Crefted Bittern Eagle 8 Purple Martin_
Small Bittern  Bald Eagle Nightingale
Booby Flamingo Noddy
Great Booby Fieldtare of Carolina Nuthatch
Blue Peter or Robin Opyfter catcher
..Bulfinch Purple Finch Owl -
Bald Coot Bahama Finch Scretch Owl
Cut Water American Goldfinch  American Partridge
White Curlew  Painted Finch or Quail
Cat bird Crefted Flycatcher’  Pheafant or Moun-
Cuckow Black cap do. tain Partridge .
Crow . Little brown do. ‘Water Pheafant
Cowpen bird Redveyed do. Pelican
Chattering Plover Finch Creeper ‘Water Pelican
orKildee  Storm Finc Pigeon of paflage
Crane or blue Goat Sucker of Ca- Wiite crowned pigeon-
Heron rolina Parrot of Paradife
Yellow-breafted Gull _ Paroquet of Carolina
Chat Laughing Gult Raven
Cormofant Goofe Rice bird
. Hooping Crane  Canada Goofe Red bird
Pine Creeper Hawk Summer Red bird .
Yellow-throated Fifthing Hawk Swan
Creeper Pigeon Hawk Soree
Dove Night Hawk Snipe
~  Ground Dove  Swallow-tailed do. Red Start
Duck Hangbird Red-winged Starling
Hathera Duck  Heron Swallow
Round-crefted do. Little white Heron ~ Chimney do. I
Sheldrach or Heath cock Snow bird
Canvafs do.  Humming bird Little Sparrow

Butffels head. do. Purple Jackdaw or  Bahama do.
. . © Tha
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The Stork ~ * Red Thruth Large white-billed
_Turkey Fox-coloured. woodpecker
Wild Turkey Thruth - Large red-creftod do.
Tyrant ~  .__Little Thruth Gold-winged do.
Crefted Titmoufe Trepick bird Red-bellied do.
Yellow do. Turtle of Carolina_ - Hairy do.
Bahama Tit- = Water wagtail” Red-headed do.
moufe ‘Water hen Yeilow-bellied do..
"Hooded do. Water witch Smalleft fpotted do..
Yellow rump Wakon bird Wien
‘Towhe bird ‘Whetfaw

Catefby obferves, that the birds of America gene-
“rally exceed thofe of Europe in the beauty of their
plumage, but are much infériour to them ia the meclo-
_dy of their notes. S e

The WATer-Prrican. inhabits the Miffifippi. Its
pouch holds a peck. ' )

The Larxk is a lofty bird, and foars as high as any
of the inhabitants of the airy region : Hence the old
proverb, ¢ When the fky falls we fhall catch larks.’

The WHir-PoOR-WILL is remarkable for the plain-
tive melody of its notes. It acquires its name from.
the noife it makes, which to the Anglo-Americans
founds Whip poor will, but to the Indians Muck a wifs.
A ftriking proof how differently the fame founds im-
prefs different perfons ! o

The Loon is.a water-fowl, of the fame fpecies of:
the Dobchick. It i5 an exceedingly nimble bird, and,
fo expert at diving, that it is with great difficulty killed.

The ParTripge. In fome parts of the country.
there ave three or four different kinds of Partridges,
all'of them larger than the Par{ridﬁcs of Europe. What

.is called the Quail in New-England is denominated,
Partridge in the fouthern States, where the true Part-
ridge is not to be found. B , )

The Waxon-BirDp, which probably 'is of the fame
fpecies with the Bird of Paradife, receives its name.
from the idéas the Indiams have of its fuperiour excel-
lence ; the Wakon-bird being in their language the
bird of the Great Spirit. Tt is nearly the fize of the
fwallow, of a browa colqur, fhaded about the neck with.
a bright green. The wings are of a darker brown -
than the body. Its tail is compofcd of four or five.

' ' feathers,,
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feathers, which are three times as long as its body,
and which are beautifully fhaded with green and pur-
ple. It carries this fine length of plumage in the fame
manner as the peacock does his, but it 1s not known
whether like him it ever raifes it to an ereét pofition.

The Whersaw is of the cuckow kind, being like
that a folitary bird, and fcarcely ever feen. In the
fummer months it is heard in the graves, where it makes
a noife like the filing of a faw, from which circumftance
it has received its name.

The Humminc-rtrDis-the-fmalleft- éf* all-the feathe

ered inhabitants of the air. 1ts plumage furpaffes def=
cription. ~ On its head is a fmall tuft of jetty black 3
its breaft is red ; its belly white ; its back, wings and
tail of the finelt pale green ; {mall fpecks of gold are
fcattered over it with inexpreflible grace ; and to crown
the whole, an.almoft imperceptible down foftens the
feveral colours, and produces the moft pleafing fhades.

Of the Snakes which infeft the United States, are the-

. following, viz.
The Rattle Snake- Corn do.

Small Rattle Snake Hognofe do.
Yellow Rattle Snake Houfe do.
‘Water Viper Green do.
Black Viper Wampum do.
Brown Viper Glafs do.-
Copper bellied Snake Bead do.. .
Bluith green Snake ° Wall or Houfe Adder
Black Snake Striped or Garter Snake
Ribon do. ‘Water Snake~

* Spotted Ribon do. Hifling do.
Chain do.. - Thorn-tailed do..
Jointdo, Speckled do. -
Green fpotted do. Ring do.
Coachwhip do. Two-headed do.

The TuorN-TaIL SNAKE i3 of a middle fize, and’
of a very venomous nature. ]jreceives its name from:
a thorn, like a dart,.in its tail, with which it infliéts
its wounds. :

The JoinT SNAKE is a great curiofity. Tts fkin is
as hard as parchment, and as {mooth as glafs. Ttis.
beaatifully reaked with black and white. - It is fo
ftiff, and has fo few joints, and thofe fo unyiclding,.

' E 2 : that
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that it can hardly bend itfelf into the form of a hoop..
When it is ftruck, it breaks like a pipe ftem ; and you:
may, with a whip, break.it from the tail to the bowels
into pieces not an inch-loag, and not produce the lcaft.
tinéture of bload. It is not venomous.

The Two-ueapEp-Snake. Whether this be a dif-
tiné fpecies of {nakes intended to propagate its kind,
or whether it be a monftrous produion, is uncertain.
The only. ones I have known or heard of in this coun-
try, are, one taken near Champlain in 1762, and one-

preferved in the. Mufeum: of Yale College, in' New-
Haves-

The fnakes are not fo numerous nor fo venomous in
the northern as in the fouthern States. In the latter,
hewever, the inhabitants are furnifhed with a much.
greater variety. of plants and herbs, which afford im-
mediate relief to perfons bitten by thefe venomous
creatures. It is an .obfervation worthy of perpetnal and
grateful remembrance, that wherever venomous animals.
are found, the Gop of Nature has. kindly provided:
fofficient antidotes againft their poifon.

Ofthe aftonifhing variety of Infects found in Ame-

rica, we will mention,

‘The Glow Worm Gnat Fire-Fly or Buz
Earth Worm Sheep Tick.. Butter Fly
I.eg or Guinea do.Loufe - Moth
Naked Snail Wood Loufe Ant
Shell Snail Forty Legs or Cen- Bee
'Tobacco Worm  tipes . Humble Bee -
Wood Worm Caterpillar - Black Wafp
Silk Worm Adder boit ’ Yellow Wafn
‘Woall Loufe or  Cicada or Locuft Hornet

Bua - Man gazer Fly
Sow cﬁu’r Cock-Roche Qamd Fly
Horn Bum Crieket Mufkezo
Flea Beetle prder

To thefe may be added thc_mff_&,_xduch of lateA
‘years has proved fo deftru&ive to the wheat in many-
parts of the middle and New-England States, com-
n.only, but erroneoufly, called the Heflian Fly.

Ihe ArvicaTor is a fpecies of the crocodile, and:

in appearance one of the uglieft creatures in the-world. .
They are amphi bxous, and live 10 and about.creeks,
fwamps
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fivamps and ponds of ftagnant water. They are very
fond of the fleth of dogs and hogs, which they vora-
cioufly devour when they have opportunity. They
.are alfo very fond of fith, and devour vaft quantities of
them. When tired with fithing, they leave the warer
to baftk themfelves in the fun, and then appear more like
logs of half rotten wood thrown afhore by the current,
than living creatures ; but upon perceiving any veflcl or
“~perfon near them, they immediately throw themfelves
1to the water. Some are of fo monftrous a fize as to
exceed five yards inlength. 1 i

bafking on the fhere, they keep their huge mouths wide
open, till filled with mufketces, flies, and other infcés,
when they fuddenly fhuttheir jaws andfwallow theirprey.
The alligator is an oviparous creature. The female
makes a large hole in the fand near the brink of a ri-
ver, and there depofits her eggs, which are as white as
thofe of a hen, but much larger and more folid. She
generally lays about an hundred,continuing in the fame
~ place till they are all depofited, which is a day or two.
She then covers them with the fand, and the better to
conceal them, rolls heifelf not only over her precious
depofitum, but to a confiderable diftance. After this
precaution, {he returns to the water, and tarries until
natural inflin& informs her that it is time to deliver
her young from their confinement ; fhe then goes to the
{pot, attended by the male, and tearing up the fand,
begins to break the eggs ; but fo carefully, that fcarce a
fingle one is injured, and a whole fwarm of little .alli-
gators is feen crawling about. The female then takes -
them.on her ncck and back, in order to remove them
into the water ; but the watchful birds of prey make
ufe of this opportunity to deprive her of fome, and even
the male alligator, who indeed comes for no other end,
devours what he can, till the female has reached the
- water with the few remaining ; for all thofe which ei-
ther fall from her back, or do not fwim, fhe herfelf
eats ; fo that of fuch a formidable broed, happily not
more than four or five efcape. :
- Thefc alligators ate the great deftroyers of the §th
in
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in the rivers and creeks, it being their moft (sfe and’
general food ; nor are they wanting in addrefs ta fatisfy
their defires. Eight or ten, as it were by compa&, draw
up at the mouth of a river or creek, where they lie with:
their mouths open, whilft others go a confidersble dif-
tance up the tiver, and chace the filh downward, by
which means npne of any bignefs efcape them, The"

alligators being unable to eat_under water, on feizing a:.

filh, raife their heads above the furface, and by degrees
draw the fith from their jaws,and chew it for fwallowing..

 -Before the fctting in of winter, it is faid, not with- -

out evideance to fupport the affertion, that they {wal-
low a large number of pine koots, and then cretp into
their dens, in the bank of fome creek or pond, where
they lie in a torpid ftate through the winter withont
any other fuitenance than the pine kaots.

The 'Guana, the Green L.izarp of Caroliha, the
BrLue-taiLep Lizarp, and the Lion Lizagp, are
found in the fouthern States, and are thought to be fpe-
cies of the fame genus with the crocodile and alligator..

In the little brooks and fwamps in the back parts
of North-Carolina, is caught a fmall amphibians lobs:
fter, in the head of which is found the eye-ftone.

Population.] From the belt accounts that can At pre-
fent_be obtained, there are, within the limits of the.
United States, upwards of four millions of inhabitants,
"This number, which is rapidly increafing both by emi.
grations from Europe, and by natural populatlon, is.
compofed of people of almoft all nations, languages,
charalters and religions. .The greater part, however,.
are defcended from the Englith ; and, for the {ake of-
diftin&ion, are called Anglo.- Americans.

Gowvernment.] Until the 4th of July, 1776, the pre~
fent T'hirteen States were Britifh Colonies.. Qu that
memorable day the Reprefentatives of the United States.
‘in Congrefs affembled made a folemn declaratian, in
which they affigned their reafons for withdrawing their
allegiance from Great-Britain. At the fame timt they
publifthed articles of confederation and perpetudl uvion
between the States, in which they took the ﬂy];zf

€.
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The United States of America, and agreed that each State
fhould retain its fovercignty, freedom and independ-
ence, and every power, jurifdi€tion and right not ex-
prefsly- delegated to Congrefs by the confederation.

Thefe articles of confcderation, after eleven years
experience, being found inadequate to the purpofes of
a federal government, delegates were chofen in each of
the United States, to meet and fix upon the neceflary
-amendments. They accordingly met at Philadelphia,
in the fummer of 1787, and agreed to propofc the pre-
~ fent Conftitution of the United Stgtes for thie confider-
ation of their conftituents. It wasfoon adopted byall
the States, except North-Carolina and Rhode-Ifland ;
and they afterwards joined the Union. The Weitern
Territory is a diftin& government, under the Confti-
tution of the United States.

Manufadures.] Among the articles- manufa&tured
in the United States are, meal of all kinds, fhips and
boats, malt and diitilled liquors, potath, gunpowder,
cordage, loaf {ugar, pafteboard, cards and paper of every
kind, books in various languages, fnuff, tobacco, ftarch,
cannon, mufkets, anchors, nails, and very many ether
articles of iron, bricks, tiles, potters’ware, mill ftones;
and other fone work, cabinet work, trunks and Wind-
for chairs, carriages and harnefs of all kinds, corn fans,
ploughs, and many other implements of hufbandry, {ad-
dlery and whips, fhoes and boots, leather of various
kinds, hofiery, hats and gloves, wearing apparel, car-
pets, coarfe linens and woolens,and fome cotton goodss
linfeed and fith oil, wares of gold, filver, tin, pewter,
lead, brafs and copper, bells, clocks and watches, wool
and cotton cards, printing types, glafs and ftone ware,
candles, foap, and {everal other valuable articles. Thefe
are tending to greater perfe&tion, and will foon be fold:
fo cheap as to throw foreign goods of the fame kind
entirely out of the market.

Under this head I cannot omit to obferve the im-
policy, and I may add, the immorality of importing and
confuming fuch amazing quantities of fpirituous liguors.
They impair the eftates, debilitate the bodies, and ;)c-

- . cafion
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cafion the ruin of the morals of thoufands of the citi--
zens of America. They kill more people than any
one difeafe, perhaps than all difeafes befides. It can-
not be then but that they are ruinous to our country.

It appears from the beft calculations that can be
obtained, that in the courfe of the years 1785, 1786,

—and 1787, TweLve MiLL1ONs of dollars were expend-
ed by the United States, in purchafing Weft-India
fpirituous liquors ; and perhaps nearly half that fum
for fpirits diltilled at home. - , .

The expenditure of this immenfe fum,’a {fum which

__would well nigh cancel our whotenational-debt; fo far

- from benefiting us; has entailed difeafes, idlenefs, pov-
erty, wretchednefs and debt, on thoufands, who might
otherwife have been healthy, independent in their cir-
cumftances, and happy.

Experience has proved, that {pirituous liquors, ex-
cept for certain medicinal ufes, are altogether unnecef-
fary. In the moderate ufe of wine, which is a gene-
rous and cheering liquor, and may be plentifully pro-
duced in our own country ; of beer, which ftrengthens
the arm of the labourer without -debauching him ; of
cider, which is wholefome and palatable ; and of mo-
laffes and water, which has become a fathionable drink ;
in the ufe.of thefe liquors, labourers, and other people
who have made the experiment, have been found to
enjoy more health and better {pirits than thofe who
have made only a moderate ufe of {pirituous liquors.
The reafon of this is made obvious by a careful calcu-
lation lately made, from which it appears that malt li-
quors, and feveral of the imported wines,are much more
nourithing and cheaper than {pirits. In a pint of beer,

~or half a_pint of Malaga or Teneriffe wine, there is
more firength than in a quart of rum. The beer and
the wine abound with nourithment, whereas the rum
has no more nourifhment in it than a pound of air.
“T'hefe confiderations point out the utility, may I not
add, the ncceflity of confining ourfelves to the ufe of
our own home-made liquors, that in this way we might
encourage our-own manufa&ures, promote induftry,
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preferve the morals and lives of our citizens, and fave
our country from the enermous annual expenfe of four.
millions of dollars{ -

Military firengih.] The following eltimate may ferve
until a better one can be made. Suppofe the number
of inhabitants in the Unitcd States to be 4,000,000.
Dedu&t from this 560,000, the fuppofed number of ne-
groes ; the remainder will be 3.440.000, the number
of whites. Suppofe one fixth part of thefe capable of —

_bgﬂgg_aml,_u_mdlhclound—tha{—the—ﬂﬂmbﬁvffen- o
__cible men ia the United States-are 573,000, This, it
is conceived, is but a moderate eflimate.

Hiflory.] America was originally peopled by unciv-
ilized nations,which lived mottly by hunting and ﬁfhmg.
The Europeans, who firft vifited thefe fhores, treating
the natives as wild bealts of the foreft, which have no
property in the woods where they roam, planted the
ftandard - of their refpe@ive mafters where they firit
landed, and in their names claimed the country by right
of dﬁowr_y Prior to any fettlement in North-A-
merica, numerous titles of this kind were acquired by
the Englith, French, Spanifh, and Dautch navigators,
who came hither for the purpofes of fithing and trad-
ing with the natives. Slight as fuch titles were, they
were afterwards the cavfes of contention between the
European nations. The fubje@s of different princes
often laid claim to the fame tra& of country;, becaufe
both had difcovered the fame river or promontory ; or
becaufe the extent of their refpedive claims was mde-
terminate. ‘

In propartion to the progrefs of population, and the
growth of the Amecrican trade, the jealoufies of the
nations, which had made early difcoveries and fettle-
ments on this coaft, were alarmed ; ancient claims were
revived ; and each power took meafures to extend and
fecure its own pofleflions at the expenfe of a rival.

Thefe meafures proved the occafion of open wars

- between

* As well may the New-Zealanders, who have not yet difcovered
Europe, fit out a thip, land on the coaft of England or France, and,
finding no inhabitaats but [poor fithermien and peaiznts, claim the
whole country by right of dilcowery.
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between the contending nations.—In 1739, war was
proclaimed between England and Spain, which was ter-

minated by the treaty of peace, figned at Aix la Cha-

pelle, by which reititution was made, on both fides, of
all places taken during the war.

Peace however was of thort duration. In 1756,a war
cammenced between the French and Englith, in which
the Anglo Americans were deeply concerned.  This
war was cancluded by the Treaty of Paris, in 1763. -

From this period, peace -continued till the 1gth of
~ April, 1775, when hoftilities began between Great-

Britain and America. At Lexington was fpilt the firfl
&lood in this memorable war ; a war that fevered A-
- merica from the Britith Empire. -

Here opened the firlt fcene in the great drama,
ahich, in its progrefs, exhibited the moft illuftrions
charalters and events; and clofed with a revolution,
equally glorious for the alors, and important in its
confequences to mankind. George Wathington, Efq.
- a native.of Virginia, was appointed by the Continental
Congrefs to command the American army. He had
been a diftinguifhed and fuccefsful officer in the pre-
ceding war with the French, and feemed deltined by
Heaven to be the faviour of his country. He accepted
the appointment with a diffidence which was a proof
‘of his prudence and his greatnefs. He refuled any pay
for eight years laborious fervice ; and by his matchlefs
{kill, fortitude and perfeverance, was inftrumental, ua-
der Providence, of condufting America, through inde-
{cribable difficulties, to independence aind peace. While
true merit is elteemed, or virtue honoured, mankind will
never ceafe to revere the memory of this Hero; and -
while gratitude remains inthe human breaft, the praifes
" of WasuinGgToN will dwell on every American tongue.

In 1778 atreaty of alliance was entered into betwecn
France and- America, by which we obtained a power-
ful and generous ally ; who greatly aflited in eltablith-
ing the Independence of the United States of America.
. On the 3oth of November, 1782, the provifional ar-
ticles of peace were figned at Paris, by which Great-

‘ Britain



