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NEW-ENGLAND. 61

Britain acknowledged the iudependence andfovereignty
of the United States of America ; and thefe articles,
the following year, were ratified by a definitive treaty.
Thus ended a long, cruel and arduous civil war, in
which Great-Britain expended near an hundred mil-
lions of money, with an hundred thoufand lives, and
" 'won nothing. America cndured every- cruelty and
hardfhip from her inveterate enemies—loft many lives
and much treafure ; but glorioufly delivered herfelf
. from a foreign dominion, and gained a rank among the
nations of the earth :

From the conclufion of the war to the eftablifhment
of the New Conftitution of Government in 1788, the
inhabitants of the United States {uffered many embar-
raflments from the extravagant importation of foreign
luxuries—from paper money, and particularly from the
weaknels and other defe€ts of the general govern-
ment. Smce the operation of the prefent Conftitu-
tion, great and increafing attention has been paid to
egricolture, manufa@ures, commerce, the mechanical
arts, to the interells of literature, to ufeful inventions
and various other improvements; and every thing
feems to wear the pleafing afpe& of permanent tran-
quillity and happinefs.

NEW-ENGLAND.

NDER this general name, we include the States

of New-Hampthire, Maflachufetts, Rhode-Iflanj,

and Providence Plantations, Conne&icut and Vermout.,
New-England lies in the form of a quarter of a circle.
Its weft line, beginning at the mouth of Byram river,
which empties into Long-Ifland Sound at the fouth-
weft corner of Conne&icut, lat. 41°, runs a little eaft
of north till it ftrikes the 45th degree of latitude, and
then curves to the eaftward almoft to the Gulf of St.
Lawrence.” Its length and breadth, for want of cor-
re& maps, cannot be accurately afcertained. From the
: g L i lengths
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lengths and breadths of the feveral States which com-
pole it, we venture the following as near the truth—

- miles. '
Length 600, §41°and 46° N. Latitude.
Breadth zoo } between 9 %, o 30’and 8° E.Longitude.

~ Bounded north, by Canada ; calt, by Nova-Scotia
and the Atlantick ocean ; fouth,by the Atlantick and
Long-1Ifland Sound ; weft, by the State of New-York.
. Face of the country.] New-England is a high, billy,
and in fome parts a mountainous country, formed by

—mature to be inhabited by a hardy race of free, inde-

~pendent republicgns. The mountains are compara-
tively fmall, running nearly north and fouth in ridges
parallel to each other.  Between thefe ridges flow the
great rivers in majeflick meanders, receiving. the innu-
merable rivulets and larger ftreams which proceed from
the mountains on each fide. To a fpetator on the
top of a neighbouring mountain, the vales between the
ridges, while in a ftate of nature, exhibit a romantick
appearance. They feem an”ocean of woods, fwelled
and deprefled in its furface like that of the great
ocean itfelf. :

There are four principal ranges of mountains, pafling
nearly from north-eaft to fouth-weft, through New-
England. Thefe confift of a multitude of parallel
ridges, each having mwany fpurs, deviating from the
courfe of the general range ; which {purs are again
broken into irregular, hilly land. : .

Thefe ranges of mountains are full of lakes, ponds
and fprings of water, that give rife to numberlefs
ftreams of various fizes, which, interlocking each other
in- every dire&ion, and falling over the rocks in ro-
mantick cafcades, flow meandering iuto the rivers be-
low. 7No couantry on the globe is better watered than
New-England. »

Rivers.] Conne&icut river is the largeft in New-
Eungland. It rifes in the high lands that feparate the
United States from Canada. It falls into Long-Ifland
Sound between Saybrook and Lyme. Its lcngth,ﬁin a

~ : rait
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— ftrait line, is nearly 300 miles. Its courfe, feveral de-

- grees weft of South. It is from 80 to 100 rods wide
130 miles from its-mouth. Its banks are very fertile,
and well fettled. It is navigable 5o miles to Hart-
ford ; and the produce of the country for 200 miles
above is brought thither in boats. From this river
are employed three brigs of 180 tons each, in the Eu-
ropean trade ; and about 60 fail, from 60 to 1§0 tons,
in the Weft-India trade ; befides a few fithermen, and
40 or 5o coafting veflels.

— Population, Military Strength; Alanners; Cufloms and— -

— Div, : = is the moft populous part
of the United States. It contains at leaft a million of

Afouls. One fifth of thefe are fencible men.” New-
#England then, fhould any fudden emergency require it,
could furnith an ariny of .200,000 men. The great
body of thefe are landholders and cultivators of the
foil. The former attaches them to their country ; the
latter, by making them firong and healthy, enables
them to defend it.  The boys are early taught the ufe
_of arms, and make the beft of foldiers. Few countries
on earth, of equal extent and population, can furnith
- a more formidable army than this part of the Union.

New-England may, with propriety, be called a
nurfery of men, whence are annually tranfplanted, into
other parts of the United States, thoufands of its na-
tives. Vaft numbers of the New-Englanders, fince
the war, have emigrated into the northern parts of
New-York, into Kentucky and the Weftern Terri-
tory, and into Georgia ; and fome are fcattered into
every State, and every town of note in the Union.

The inhabitants of New-England are almoft univerf-
ally of Englifh defcent ; and it is owing to this cir-
cumftance, and to the great and gencral attention that
hasbeen paid to education,that the Englifh language has -
been preferved among them fo free of corruption.

The New-Englanders are generally tall, ftout, and
well-built. They glory, and perhaps with juftice, in -
poflefling that fpirit of freedom, which induced their

- anceftors to leave their native country, and to brave
: . : S the -
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the dangers of the ocean, and the hardfhxps of fettling.
awildernefs. Their education,laws and fituation, ferve
to infpire them with high notions of liberty.. Their
jealoufy isawakened at the firt motion toward an in-
vafion of their rights——They are indeed often jealous
to excefs ; a circumftance which is a fruitful fource of
imaginary grievances, and of innumerable groundlefs
fufpicions, and unjuft complaints againft government.
But thefe ebullitions of jealoufy, though cenfurable,
and produ&ive of fome political evils, fhew that the ef-
fence of true liberly exifts in New-En, gland ; for jea- .
loufy is the guardxan of liberty, and a chara&enﬁlck of
- free republicans. A law, refpetting the defcent of
eftates, which are generally held in fee fimple, which
for fubftance is the fame in-all the New-England States,,
is the chief foundation and prote@ion of this liberty.
By this law, the pofleffions of the father are to.be equal-
ly divided among all the children. In this way is pre--
{erved that happy mediocrity among the people, which,
by inducing economy and induftry, removes from them .
_temptations to luxury, and forms them to habits of
fobriety and: temperance. At the fame time, their
induftry and frugality exempt them from want, and
from the neceflity of fubmitting to.any encroachment
on their liberties. . _
In New-England, lcarning is more generally dif-
fufed among all ranks of people thaa in any other part
of the globe ; arifing from the excelleat eftablithment
of fchools ta every townthip.
Another very valuable fource of information ‘to the
people is the Newlpapers, of which not lefs than thirty
__thoufand .are priated every week in New- England,
and circulated in almoft every town and village in the
country. ’
A perfon of mature age, who cannot both read and:
write, is rarely to be found.. By means of this'general
eftablifhment of fchools, the extenfive circulation of
Newfpapers, and the confequent fpread of learning,
every townfhip, throughout: the country is furnifhed
wuh men capablq of conduing the affairs of their .

town,




NEW-ENGLAND. 6

“town with judgment and difcretion. Thefe men are the

channels of political information to the lower clafs of
people ; if fuch a clafs may be faid to exift in New-
Eoglaud, where every man thinks himfelf at leaft as
good as his neighbour,and belicves that all mankind are,
or ought tobe equal. The people from their childhood
form habits of canvafling publick affairs,and commence
politicians.  "T'his naturally lcads them to be very.in-
quifitive. It is with knowledge as with riches, the
more a man has, the more he withes to obtain ; his de-
fire has no bound.. This defire after knowledge, in a
greater or lefs degree, prevails throughout all claffes of
people in New-England ; and from their various modes
of exprefling it, fome of which are blunt and familiar,
bordering on impertinence, ftrangers have been induced
to mention fmpertinent inguifitivenefs as a diltinguithing
chara&erittick of New-England people.

A very confiderable part of the people have either
too little, or too much learning to make peaceable
fubje@s. They know enough, however, to think they
know a great deal, when in fa& they know but little.
¢ A little learning is a dangerous thing.”” Each man
has his independent fyftem of politicks ; and each af--
fumes a ditatorial office. Hence originates that reft-
lefs, litigious, complaining fpirit, which forms a dark
fhade in the charaéter of New-England men.

This litigious temper is the genuine fruit of repub-
licanifm—Dbut it denotes a corruption of virtue, which
is one of its eflential principles. Where a people have -
a great fhare of freedom, an equal fhare of virtue is-
neceflary to the peaceable enjoyment of it. Freedom,
without virtue or honour, is licentioufnefs.

Before the late war, which introduced into New-
England a flood of corruptions, with many improve-
ments, the fabbath was obferved with great ftri@nefs;
po unneceflary travelling, no fecular bofinefs, no vif-
iting, no diverfions were permitted on that facred day.
They confidered it as confecrated to divine worfhip,and
were generally pun&ual and ferious in their attendance
upon'it. Their laws were ftriét in guarding the fab-
: F 2 . , bath
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‘bath againft every innovation. The fuppofed feverity:
with which thefe laws were compofed and executed,
together with fome other traits in their réligious cha-
raéter, have acquired, for the New-Englanders, the
name of a fuperftitious, bigotted people..  But fuper-
ftition and bigotry are fo indefinite in their fignifica-
tions, and fo varioufly applied by. perfons of different
prmCIples and educations, that it is not eafy to deter-
mine whether they ever deferved that charalter. Leav-
ing every perfon to enjoy hisown opinion in regard to.
this matter, we will only obferve, that, fince the war,.
—a catholick, tolerant Ipirit, occalioned bu a mare _en-

Targed intercourfe with mankind, has greatly increaled,.
and is becomiag univerfal ; and if they do not break:
the proper bound, and liberalize away all true religion,.
of which there is much danger, they will countera&r
‘that ftrong propenfity in human nature, which leads-
men to vibrate from one extreme to its oppoﬁte

There is one diltinguithing chara@erittick in the re-.
ligious charaéter of this people, which we muft not
omit to mention ; and that is, the cullom of aunually.
celebrating Fafts and Thank{givings. Ia the fprmg,
the feveral Governours iflue their proelamations, ap-
pointing a day. to be religioufly obferved in fating, hu-
miliation and prayer throughout their refpe@ive States,.
in which the predominating vices, that particularly call
for humiliation, are enumerated. In autumn, after har-
velt, that gladfome era in the hufbandman’s life, the
Govcrnours again iffue their proclamations appointing
a day of publick thank{giving, enumerating the publick:
bleflings received in the courfe of the foregoing year.

This pious cuftom originated with their venerable
anceftors, the firft fettlers of New-England ; and has
been handed down as facred, through the fucceffive
-generations of their pofterity. - A cuftom fo rational,
and [o happily calculated to cherifh in the minds of tbe
people a fenfe of their dependence on. the -GreAT
BeneracTor of the world for all their bleflings, it is.
hoped, will ever be facredly preferved.

There is a clafs of pcop]c in New- Ent’land of t{l}e

bafer
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bafer fort, who, averfe to honeft induftry, have récourfe
to koavery for fubfiltence. Skilled in all the arts of
difhonefty, with the afflumed face and franknefs of in-
tegrity, they go about, like wolves in fheep’s clothing,
with a defign to defraud. Thele people, enterprizing
fiom neceflity, have not confined their knavifh tricks -
to New-England.  Other States have felt the effe@s.
of their villainy. Hence they have charaerized the
New-Englauders, as a knavith, artful, and difhoneft
people. = But that conduét which dittinguifhes only a
Amall clafs of pedple in any nation or ftate, ought not
—_to be indi

fltamp their national charaéter. In New-England,
there is as great a proportion of honeft and induftrious.
citizens, as in any of the United States.

The people of New-England generally «btain their -
eftates by haid and perfevermg labour: They of con-
fcquence know their value, and fpend with frugality..
Yetin no cSuntry do the indigent and unfortunate fare
better. Theirlaws oblige every town to provide a com-
petent maintenance for their poor ; and the neceffitous.
itranger is prote&ted, and relieved from their humane
inftitutions. It may in truth be faid, that in. no part of
the world are the people happier, better furnithed with.
the neceflaries.and convenicenciesof life, or more inde-
pendent than the farmers in New-England. As the
great body of the people are hardy, independent free-
holders, their manners are, as they ought to be, con-.
genial to their employment, plain, fimple, and unpol-
ifhed. Strangers are received and entertained among
them with a great deal of artlefs fincerity, and friendly,.
unformal hofpitality. Their children, thofe imitative
creatures, to whofe education particular attention is--

-paid, early imbibe the manners and habits of thofe
around them ; and the ftranger, with pleafure, notices.
the honeft and decent refpe& that is paid him by the
children as he pafles through the country.

As the people, by reprefentation, make their own
laws and appoint their own officers, they cannot be

i opprcffcd ; and lmng under govemmems, which bave
few
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few lucrative places, they have few motives to bribery,
corrupt canvaffings or intrigue. Recal abilitics and a
moral chara&er vablemithed, are the qualifications re-
quifite in the view of moft people, for officers of pub-
lick truit. The expreflion of a wifh to be promoted,
is the dire€t way to be difappointed.

The inhabitants of New- Eagland arc generally fond
of the arts and fciences, and have cultivated them with
great fuccels. Their colleges have flourifhed beyond
any others in the Uaited States. The illuftriouws cha-
salters they bave produced, who have diltinguithed
_themfclves in politicks, law, diviaity, the mathemat-

icks and philofophy, natural and civil hiftory, and in
the fine arts, particularly in poetry, evince the truth
of thefe obfervations.

Many of the women in New-England are handfome.
They generally have fair, frefh, and healthful counte-
nauces, mingled with much female foftnefs and delicacy.
Thofe who have had the advantages of a good educa-
tion (and they are confiderably numerous) are genteel,
ealy, and agreeable in their manners, and are {prightly
and fenfible in converfation. They are early taught
to manage . domeftick concerns with neatnefs and econ-
omy. .Ladies of the firft rank and fortune, make it a
part of their daily bufinefs to fuperintend the affairs of
the family. Employment at the needle, in cookery,,
and at the fpinning wheel, with them is honourable.
Idlenefs, even in thofe of independent fortuunes, is uni-
ver(ally difreputable. The women in the country ma-
nufature the greateft part of the clothing of their fa-
milies. ~ Their linen and woollen cloths are firong and
decent. Their butter and cheefe is rot inferiour to
any in the wdrld.

In the winter feafgn, while the ground is covered
with fnow, which is commonly two or three months,
fleighing is the general diverfion. A great part of the -
families throughout the country are furmifhed with
horfes and fleighs. The young people colle& in par-
ties, and, with a great deal of fociability, refort tqa
place of rendezvous, where they regale themfelves for
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a few hours, with dancing and a fucial fapper, and then
retire. ‘Thefe diverfions, as well as-all others, are ma-
ny times carried to excefs. To thefe excefles, and a
fudden expofure to extreme cold after the exercife of
dancing, phyficians have afcribed the confumptions,
——which are fo frequeat among the young people in
New- England. ‘ :
Hiflory.] New-Eagland owes its firft fettlement to
religious perfecution. Soon after the commencement.
_of the reformation* in England, which was' not until
the year 1534, the Proteitants were divided iuto two
H ! rs of Luther, and the ather of
Calvin. The former had chofen gradually, and almoft
imperceptibly, to recede from the church of Rome ;
while the latter, more zealous, and convinced of the
rmportance of a thorough reformation, and at the fame
time poffefling. much firmnefs and high notions of re-
ligious hiberty, were for effe&ting a thorough changeat.
once. Their confequent endeavours to expunge from
the church all the inventions which had been brought
into it fince the days of the Apottles, and to introduce
the

* The reformation was begun by Martin Luther, a native of Sax~
67y, born in the year 1483. He was educated in the Roman Catho-
lick religion, and was an ‘Auguftin Friar, when, in 1517, having writ-
ten ninety-five Thefes againft'thePope’s indulgencies,he exhibited them
to publick view on the church door at Wirtemburgh, in Saxony, and
thus began the reformation in Germany. In 1528, thereformed re-

ligion was introduced into Switzerland by Zuirglius, Occolampadius,
and othérs. :

The year following, the Dict of the German Empire affembled at
Spire, and iffued a decree againft the reformation. ~Againft this de-
cree, the ElecZer of Saxony, George, Marguis of Brardenburgh, Ern.
eft and Francis, Duke of Lunenburgh, the Landgrawve of Hefje, and the
Count of Anbalt, who were joined by feveral of the cities, publickly ~
read their PRoTEST, and In this way acquired for themfelves and’
their fucceffors down tothe prefent time, the name of PROTESTANTS..

CaLvIN, another celebrated reformer, was born at Noyon, in
Frarce, in theyear 1509. He improved upon Lurker’s plan—expung-
ed many of the Romifh'ceremonies which he had indulged—entertain-
ed different ideas concerning fome of the greatdo&rines of Chriftianity,
and fer the Proteitant at a greater remove from the Roman Catholick
religion. The followers of Lutber have been diftinguifhed by the name
of Lo THERANS ; and the followgrs of Calvin by the name of CaL-
VINISTS.

Such was the rapid growsh of the Proteftant intereit, that in 1563,
only 40 years after the commencement of the reformation by Lutbery
si},ere were in France 2150 aflembiics of Proteftants., ’ .
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the ¢ Scripture purity,” derived for them the name of
PuriTans.  From thefe the inhabitants of New-Eng-
land defcended. ’

During the fucceffive reigns of Henry VITI, Mary,
Elizabeth, and James the firft, the Proteftants, and
efpecially the Puritans, were the obje@s of bloody per-
fecution ; and thoufands of them were either. inhu-
manly burat, or left more cruelly to perith in prifons
and dungeons. ~ . : ‘

In 1602, a number of religious people from the north
of England, removed into Holland, to aveid perfecu-
tion. Here they remained under the care of the learn-

~ed and pious Mr. Robinfon, till 1620, when a part of
~ them"came to America, and landed at a place, which,
in grateful commemoration of Plymouth in England,
the town which they laft left in their rative land, they
called PLymouTn. This town was the firft that was

{fettled by the Englifh in New-England.

- The whole company that landed confifted of but
101 fouls. Their fituation was diftreffing, and their
profpeéis truly difmal and difcouraging. Their near-
elt neighbours, except the natives, were a French fet-
tlement at Port-Royal,-and one of the Englith at Vir-
ginia, The neareft of thefe was 00 miled from them,
and utterly incapable of affording them relief in a time
of famine or danger. Wherever they turned -their
eyes, diftrefs was before them. Perfecuted for their
religion in their native land ; grieved for the profana-
tion of the holy fabbath, and other licentioufnefs in
Holland ; fatigued by their long and boifterous voyage;
difappointed, through the treachery of their com-
mander, of their expe@ed country ; forced on a dan-
gerous and uoknown fhore, in the advance of a cold
winter ; furrounded with hoftile barbarians, without
any hope of human fuccour ; denied the aid or favour
of the court of England ; without a patent ; without
a publick promifc of the peaceable enjoyment of their
religious liberties ; worn out with toil and fufferings ;
without convenient fhelter from the rigours of the
weather—Such were the profpe&s, and fuch the fitua-

— : tion
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tion of thefe pious, folitary Chriftians. To add to their
~ diftrefles, a general and very mortal {icknefs prevailed
among them, which {fwept off forty-fix of their number
before the openingof the next fpring. Tofupport them
under thefe trials, they had need of all the aids and
comforts which Chriftianity affords ; and thefe were fuf-
ficient. The free and unmolefted enjoyment of their
religion, reconciled them to their humble and lonely
fituation ; they bore their hardfhips with unexampled
patience, and perfevered in their pilgrimage of almoft
unparallelled trials, with fuch refignation and calmnefs,
-as gave-proof of great piety and unconquerable virtve.
The firft due/ in New-England was fought with fword
and dagger between two fervants. Neither of them
was killed, but both were wounded. For this dif-
graceful offence, they were formally tried before the
whole company, ‘and fentenced to have ¢ their heads
and feet tied together, and fo to be twenty-four hours
without meat or drink.” Such, however, was the
painfulnefs of their fituation, and their piteous in-
treaties to be releafed, that,upon promife of better be-
haviour in future, they were foon releafed by the Gov-
ernour. Such was the origin, and fuch, I may almoft
venture to add, was the termination of the odious
pra&tice of duelling in New-England, for there have
been very few duels fought there fince. The true
method of preventing crimes is to render them dif-
graceful. Upon this principle, can there be invented
a puaifhment better calculated to exterminate this
~criminal pradtice, than the one already mentioned ?
Such was the vaft increafe of inhabitants in New-
England by natural population, and particularly by
emigrations from Great-Britain, that in a few years,
befides the fettlements in Plymouth and Maffachufetts,
very flourithing colonies were planted in Rhode-Ifland,
Conneé&icut, New- Haven, and NcW~Hampﬁure The
dangers to which thefe colonies were expofed from the
furrounding Indians, as well as from the Dutch, who,
aithough very friendly to the infant colony at Plymouth,
were now likely to prove troublefome neighbours, firft
‘ induced -
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induced them to think of an alliance and confederacy
for their mutnal defence. Accordingly in 1643, the
four colonies of Plymouth, Maffachufetts, Conne&icut,
and New- Haven, agreed upon articles of confederation,
whereby a Cangrefs was formed, confiting of two
commiffioners from each colony, who were chofen an- .
nually, and when met were confidered as the reprefent-
atives of ¢ The United Colonies of New-England.”
The powers delegated to the commiffioners, were much
the fame as thofe vefted in Congrefs by the articles of
: fcsniedua&wn,agﬁteeéu?cﬂby the United Statesia1778.
' ined .
in this confcdcracy, but Maflachufetts, for particular
reafous, refufed to admit their commiffioners. This
union fubfifted, with fome few alterations, until the year
1686, when all the charters, except that of Connd&i-
cut, were in effe@ vacated by a commiffion.from James_
the II.

Three years befone the arrival of the Plymouth col-
ony, a very mortal ficknefs, fuppofed to have*been the
plague, raged with great violence among the Indians
1n the caltern parts.of New-England. Whole towns
were depopulated. The living were not able to bury
the dead ; and their bones were found lying above
ground, many years after. The Maflachufetts Indians
are faid to have been reduced from 30,000 to 300
fighting men.  In 1633, the fmall pox fwept off great
numbers of the Indians in Maffachufetts: =~

In 1763, on the ifland of Nantucket, in the fpace of
four months, the Indians were reduced by a mortal
ﬁckncfs, from 320 to 85 fouls. The hand of Provi-
dence is noticeable in thefe furprifing inftances of mor«
tality among the Indians, to make room for the Eng-
Jith. Comparatively few have perifhed by wars. They
walte and moulder away ; they, in a manner unac-
countable, difappear.

When the Englith firft arrived- in America, the Io-
dians" had no times nor places fet apart for religious:
worfhip. The firft fettlers in New-England were at
- great pains to introduce among zhem the habits of cmlé
ize
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ized life, and to inftru& them in the Chriftian religion.
A few years intercourfe with the Indians, induced them
16 eftablifh feveral.good and natural regulations. They
-ordained that if 2 man be idle a week, or at moft a
fortright, he fhould pay five fhillings. Every young
man, not a fervant, fhall be obliged to.fet up a wig-
wam, and plant for himfelf. If an unmarried man fhall
lie_with an unmarried ‘'woman, he fhall pay twenty
fhillings. If any woman fhall not have her hair tied
__up, fhe fhall pay five fhillings, &c. T
_Caoncerning the religion of the
A merica, Mr. Brainard, who was well acquainted with
- it, informs us, that after the coming of the white peo.
ple, the Indians in New-Jerfey, who once held a plu-
rality of Deities, foppofed there were only three,
becaufe they faw people of three kinds of complex-
ions, viz. Englith, Negroes, and themfelves.

It was a notion pretty generally prevailing among
them, that it was not the fame God made them who
mmade us ; but that they were created after the white
people. And it is probable they fuppofe their God
gained fome fpecial {kill by fecing the white people
made, and fo made them better ; for it is certain they
look upon themfelves, and their methods of living,
which they fay their God exprefsly prefcribed for
them, vaftly preferable to the white people, and their
methods. h

With regard to a future ftate of exiltence, many of
them imagine that the chickung, i. e. the fhadow, or
what furvives the body, will, at death, go fouthward,
and in an unknown, but curious place, will enjoy
fome kind of happinefs, fuch as hunting, feaRing,
dancing, and the like. And what they fuppofe
will contribute much to their happinefs in the next
ftate, is, that they fhall never be weary of thofe en-
tertainments. : '
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