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NEW-HAMPSHIRE

R
miles. :

Length 180 2° 40’ and 4° 20’ E.Longit.
Breadth 60} LS {4.2_? 50’ and 45° N.Lati‘tugdc.

BOUNDED north, by Quebec ; north-eaft, by the
Province of Main ; fouth-eaft, by the Atlantick
ocean ; Touth, by Maflachufetts ; weft and north-weft
by Conne&icut river, which divides it from Vermont.
The fhape of New-Hampthire refembles an open fan ;

»
_Conne&icut river being the curve, the fouthern line

_thtrfhorm&,anithe{a&em%ew&—ﬁée

Livil Divifions.] New-Hampthire is divided into

five counties, viz.

Counties. No. inhab, Chief Towns.
* Rockingham, 43,169  Port{mouth and Exeter,
Stafford, _ 23,601 Dover andDurham,
Hillfborough, 32,871 Ambhertt, T
Chethire, 28,772 Keen and Charleftown,
Grafton, 13,472~ Haverhill and Plymouth.

In1776,therewere 165 fettled townthips in thisState.
Since that time the number has been greatly increafed,

Chief Towns.] Portfmouth is much the largeft town
in this State. It ftands en the fouth-eaft fide of Pif-
cataqua river, about two miles from the fea, and con-
tains about 60ohoufes,andabout 4400 inhabitants. The
town is handfomely built, and pleafantly fituated. Its
publick buildings are, a court-houfe, two churches for -
Congregationalifts, one for Epifcopalians, and twe
other houfes for publick worfhip.

Its harbour is one of the fineft on thecontinent,
having a f{ufficient. depth of water for veflcls of any
burthen. It is defended agaiaft fforms by the adjacent
land, in fuch a manner, as that thips may fecurely ride
there in any feafon of the year. Befides, the harbout
is fo well fortified by nature, that very little art will
be neceflary to render it impregoable. = Its vicinity to
the fea renders it very convenient for naval trade. A
light-boufe, with a fingle light, ftands at the entrance
~of the harbour. ' : Exeter .

* In the county of Rockingham there are 1174 more females than
-males, of which 356 are in Portfmouth.
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Exeter is a pretty towd, fifteen miles fouth-wefterly
from Portfmouth, on the fouth fide of Exeter river.

Concord, fitnated on the weft fide of Merrimak
river, is a pleafant, flousithing town, and will proba-
bly, on account of its central fituation, foon be the
permanent feat of government. ‘

Rivers, Bays and Lakes.] The Pifcataqua river has
four branches, Berwick,Cochechy, Exeter and Durham,
which are all navigable for fmall veflels and boats,
fome fifteen, others twenty miles from the fea. Thefe
rivers unite about cight miles from thg mouth of the

~harbour, and form-one broad, deep, rapid ftream, navi-

3
gable for Thips of the largeft burden. This river
forms the only port of New-Hampfhire. '

The Merrimak bears that name from its mouth te
the coofluence of Pemigewaflet and. Winnifipiokee
rivers ; the latter has its fource in the lake of the fame
name. In its courfe, it receives numberlefs fmall
fireams ifluing from ponds and fwamps in the vallies.
It tumbles over two confiderable falls, Amafkiey, and.
Pantucket greart falls. . From Haverhill the river runs
winding along, through a pleafant, rich vale of mea-
dow, and paffing between Newbury-Port and Salifbury,
«mpties into the ocean, ,

Great Bay, fpreading out from Pifcataqua river,
between Portfmouth and Exeter, is the only one that
deferves mentioning. :

There are feveral remarkable ponds or lakes in this
State. Umébagog is a large lake, quite in the north-
caft corner of the State. Winnifipiokee lake is nearly
Ao the ceatre of the State, and is about twenty milcs.
long, and from three to eight broad. -

Face of the Country.] The land next to the fea is gen-
erally low, but as you advance into the country the land
rifes into hills. Some parts of theState are mountainous.

Mountains.] * The White Mountains are the bigheft
part of a ridge, which cxtends north-eaft and fouth-
weft, to a length not yet alcertained. The whole cir-
cuit of them is not lefs than fifty miles. The height
of thefe mountains above an adjacent meadow is rec-

koned.



76 NEW-HAMPSHIRE,

koned to be about g500 feet, aud the meadow is 3500:
feet above the level.of the fea. The foow and ice cover-
them nine or ten months in the year, during which
‘time they cxhil?it that bright appearance from which:
they are denominated the #hite Mountains. From this.
fummit; in clear weather, is exhibited a noble view, ex-
tending fixty or feventy, miles in every dire@ion. Al-
‘though they are more than feventy miles withia land,.
they are feen many leagues off at fea, and appearlike an-
exceeding bright cloud in the horizon. Thefe immenfe-
heights, being copioufly replenifhed with water, afford a-

ers in New-England receive a great part of their wa-
ters from thefe mountains. Amanoofuck and Ifrael
rivers, two principal branches of Conne&icut, fall from
their weftern fide.  Peabody river, a branch of the
Amarifcogen, falls from the north-caft fide, and almoft
the whole of the Saco, d¢fcends from the fouthern fide.
The highelt fummit of. thefe mountains.is ia about
latitude 44°.

The Monaduit is a very high mountain, in Chefhire.
county, ia the fouth-weltern part of the State.

Climate.] The airin New-Hamptfhire is ferene and:
healthful.  The weather is not fo fubjeét to change as-
in more fouthern climates. This State, embofoming.
a number of very high mountains, and lyiag in the.
neighbourhood of others, whofe towering fummits are-
covered with fnow and ice three quarters of the year, is-
intenfely cold in the winter feafon. The heat of {fum-
mer is great, but of fhort duration. The cold braces.
the conftitution, and- renders the labouring people-
healthful and:robuit. -

Soil and Pioduions.] On the fea coalt, and many-
places inland, the foil is fandy. but affords good paftur-
age.. The intervals at the foot of the mountains are.
greatly enriched. by the frefhets, which bring dowa.
the foil upon them, forming a fine mould,” and pro--
ducing corn, grain and herbage, in the moft luxuriant
plenty. The back lands, which have been cukivated,
are generally very festile,and produce.the varions kindg

S P S [+
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of grain, fruits and vegetables, which are common to
the other parts of New-England. The uvacultivated
lands are covered with extenfive forefts of pine, fir,
cedar, oak, walnut, &c.. This State affords all the:
materials neceffary for fhip-building. '
Population and Gharader.] This ftate, according to-
the late cenfus; contains 141,885 inhabitants; 158 of
which arc flaves—and they are in fa& free by the firft
article of the bill of rights. There is no charateriftical
difference between the inhabitants of this and the other
- re emigrants from England. Their-
pofterity, mixed with emigrants from Maflachufetts,.
fill the lower and middle towns. Emigrants fram Con-
ne&icut compofe the largelt part of the inhabitants of:
the weftern towns, adjoining Conne&icut river. .
Government.] Nearly the fame as Maffachafetts:
College and Schools.]- In the townthip of Hanover,in
the weftern part.of this State, is Dartmouth College, fit-
uated on a beautiful plain,about halfa mile eaft of Con--
neicut river,in latitude 43° 33’. It was named after
the Right Honourable William, Earl of Dartmouth,who-
was one ofits principal benefaCtors. It was founded
in 1769, fer the education and inftru&ion of youth,
of the Indian tribes; in reading, writing, and all parts-.
of learning which thould appear neceffary and expedient -
for civilizing and.chriftianizing the children of Pagans, .
as well as in all liberal arts and {ciences, and alfo of Eng- -
lith youths and any others. Its fituation, in a frontier-
country, expolcd 1t, during the late war, to many-in--
conveniences which prevented. its rapid progrefs. It
" flourifhed, however, amidft all 1ts embarraflments, and -
is now.one of the moft growing feminaries in the United "
States. It has, in the four claffes, upwards of 150
ftudents, under the dire&@ion of a Prefident, two Pro-.
feflors, and two Tutors. It has twelve Truftees, who -
are a body corporate, invefted with the powers necef-
fary for fuch a body. The library is clegant,contain--
ing a large.collc&tion of the moft valuable books. Its.
apparatus confifts of a competent number of ufeful in-
firaments, for making mathematical and philofophical i
G 2 . experiments.
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experiments. Fhere,are three buildings-for the ufe of™
the ftodents. Such 1sthe falubrity of the air, that no
inftance of mortality has happened among the Rudents, .
fince the firft eflablifhment of the College.

At Exeter is Phillips Academy, of about 6o ftu-.
dents, and increafing.. It was incorporated. April 3d,.
1781, and has a fund of £.10,009, which was princi-
pally given by Dr. Phillips, of Exeter. All the towns.
are bound by law to fupport fchools ; but the grand:
jurors, whofe bufinefs it is to fee that: thefe laws are-

—exeeutedsare-not-fo-earcfulas theyought to be-inpre=:

— fenting fins of omiffion.

Religion.] The inhabitants of New-Hampthire are-
chiefly Congregationalifts. The other denominations.
are Prefbyterians, Baptifts, and Epifcopalians.

Hiftory.] The firft difcovery made by the Englith.
of any part of New- Hampthire, was in 1614, by Capt..
Johan Smith, who ranged the fhore from Penobfcot to-
Cape Cod ; and in this route difcovered the river Pif..
cataqua. On his return to England he publifhed a de-.
fcription of the country, with a map of: the coaft, which-
ke prefented to PrinceCharles, who gave it the name of:’
New-Encranp. The firft fettlement was made in1623.

New-Hampthire was for many years under the ju-.
rifdi@ion of the Governour of Maffachufetts, yet they.
had a feparate legiflature. They ever bore a propor-.
tionable fhare of the expenfes and. levies in all-enter-
prifes, expeditions, and military exertions, whether-
planned by the colony or the crown. Ia every ftage
of the oppofition that was made to the encroachments.
of the Britifh parliament, the people, who ever had a.
high fenfe of liberty, cheerfully. bore their part. At
the commencement of hoftilities, indeed, while their
council was appointed by royal mandamus,. their -patri-
otick ardour was checked by thefe crown. officers..
But when freed from this reftraint, they flew.cagerly:
to the American ftandard, when. the voice of their
country declared for war, and their troops.had a large.
fhare of the hazard and fatigue, as well as of the glory-
of accomplifhing the late revolution.

 MASSACHUSLETTS.
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