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MASSACHUSETTS.

‘miles.
Lcngth 15070 4 i veen § 41° 207and 42° 50/ N. Latit,
Breadth 60 2° and 5° 30’ Eaflt Longitude.

) OUNDED north, by New-Hampthire and Ver-

mont ; weft, by New-York ; fonth, by Connec- .

ticut, Rhode- lﬂand and the Atlamlck Eaft, by the
Atlantick and the Bay of Maffachufetts.
Rivers.] Merrimak river before deferibed, runs

is State.— Befides

'ﬂns, are Cﬁarles, I aunton, Concora Myfick and Ipf-

wich rivers, in the caftern part of the State s and Chic-
abee, Weftfield, and Deerfield rivers, all emptying into

Connc&icut river, in the weftern parts of the State.

Capes.] 'The only Capes of note on the coaft of
Maﬂ'achufetts, are Cape Ann on the north fide of
Bofton Bay, and Cape Cod on the fouth. The latter
is the terminating hook of a promontory, which ex-
tends far into the fea ; and is remarkable for having
been the firlt land which was made by the firft fettlers
of Plymouth on the American coalt, in 1620.

Iflands.] Among other iflands which border upon
this coaft, are Kappawak, Martha’s Vineyard, and Nan-
tucket. Kappawak,now Dukes county, is twenty miles
in length, and about four in breadth. It contains feven
parifhes. Edgarton is the fhire town. This county-is
full of inhabitants, who fubfilt principally by fithing.

~Nantucket lies fouth of Cape Cod, and is confidera-
bly lefs than Dukes county. It fonﬁerly had the moft
confiderable . whale fithery on the coaft ; but the war
almoft ruined them. They are now begmmng to re-
vive their former bufinefs. Moft of the inhabitants
arc whalers and fithermen. The ifland of itfelf con-

fitutes one county by the name of\lantucket It has.

but one town, called Sherburne.

Religion.] The religion of this Commonwealth is
eftablifhed, by their excellent conftitution; on.a moft
liberal and tolerant plan. Al perfons, of whatever re-

hg ous profeﬁion or fenuments, may worfhip God agree-

ably
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ably to the diGtates of.their own confciences, nnmo-
lefted, provided they do not difturb the publick peace.

-~ The following ftatement fhews what are the feveral

‘religious denrominations in this State, and their pro-

portional numbers. . ' -
Denominations. - Number of _ Suppofed number of-

: Congregations. each denumination..
Congregationalifts, 424 348,502
Ba.yn(ls, o 99 79497
Friends or Quakers,. 36 28,808
Epifcopalians,. 12 9,636

~“Prefbyterians, - 6 4818
Univerfalifts, 4 3,212
Roman. Catholicks, 1 v 803-

] Total 592.4 1276

4
Ib this ftatement, it is fuppofed that all ch sinhabito
ants in the State confider themfelves as belonging to-
one or the other of the religious denominations. men-
tioned ; and that cach religious fociety, of every de-.
nomination, is compofed of an equal number of fouls ;:
that is, each is fuppofed to contain 803, which, if we rec-.
kon the number-of -inhabitants in the State.at 475,287 5.
will be nearly the proportion for each congregation.
~ Although this may not be an exa&t apportionment:
of the different fe@s, yet it is perhaps as accurate as
the nature of the fubje& will allow, and' fufficient to
give a general idea of the proportion which the feve-
ral denomipations bear to each. other. - ‘
The number. of congregational 'churches in 1749
-was 2§0. L '
In 1760, the number of inhabitants in this State was
about 268,850, The proportion.of the fetts then
© was nearly.as follows, viz. :

) Sects. Congregations. . S‘;-gsfs&:f: :‘;:ﬁbé'&?f .
Congregationalifts, . 306 - 225426
Friends meetings, . 30. 16,192
aptifts, - 20> 14,723 "
Epifcopalians,. - .13 9,568,
Prefbyterians, .. 4, 2;944

. Total ;—7; 268,850 .
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_ Civil Divifions.] The Cemmonwealth of Maffa-
chufetts.is divided into fixteen countics, and fubdivid-
—ed into upwards of 355 townfhips. The following
TABLE exhibits a comparative view of the popu-

lation of the feveral countics in this State.

— o " . K
:7%‘ ‘g'g‘, ..,§ § Towns. where
CouNTIXS. ‘é% 8 8 ] g g 18 thecon.g:s are
) 9 i~ .. .
| = | <8 8¢
Suffalk, 44,875|  105,635] 77556 23}Bofton.
» ' Salem, Tpfwieh)
|Effex, 57,913F 175,893]47:801) 22| ‘?‘Nﬁﬁrﬁ
© |Middlefex, 42,737|__ 163,834} 1991548} 40]€am.&Conco
59,681] 142,375} 671,344) 60fSpringt. Nosth.
29,535 92,513} _ 125,191] 14}Plymouth.
175354 39,202 45,72C| 10 l_!famftable..
- 3,265 18,198 12,172} 3{Edgart. Tisbury
4,606] 16,092 1,43r| 1}Sherburne.
31,709 r971360 130,767 ___13- Taunton.
56,807] 207,430] 510,236} 40 v_v?.:cegu-,
’ Portland,
6 6.8 : \lgork,Biddef *d.
ool 165,810( 1,325,594} 94| Pownalbarought
90,5 » 3325259 Waldobora:g}l:
Hancock, J L __} -and HallowelL|~
Berkihire, 30,291 87,028] _234,497| 25 Lenox. -
Total _475,287] 1,207,371 3,711,2481:375' ‘

‘Literary and Humane Societies.} The literary, hu-
mane and charitable inftitutions in Maffachufetts, ex-
hibit a fair trait in the chara@er of the inhabitants.
Among the firft literary inftitutions io this State, is the
AMEBRICAN AcADpemy OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, in-
corporated May 4th, 1780. The defign of the'inftitu.
tion is to promote and encourage the knowledge of the
antiquities of America, and of the natural bhiftory of
the country ; to promote and encourage medical dif-
coveries, mathematical difquifitions, philofophical in-
‘quiries and experiments, aftronomical, metcorological

and geographical obfervations ; improvements

in agri-
culture;
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aulture, arts, manufa&ure, commerce, and the cultiva-
tion of every fcience that may tend to advance a free,
sndependent, and virtuous people. -

Befides this, are the Maffuchufetts Charitable Society,
the Boflon Epifcopal Charitable Society, the Maffachufetts
Medical Soac.{y, the Humane Society, and the Society for
praﬁagatmg the Gofpel among the Indians.

ext to Pennfylvania, this State has the greateft
"number of focieties for the promotipn of ufeful know-
ledge and human happinefs ; and as they are founded
on the broad bafis of benevolence and charity, they cannot

—fail-to- p:oipex.——ﬂ-h:fe%ﬁummns,_wh;ch_a:c_m:;-__~

creafing in almoft every ftate in the union, are fo many
evidences of the advanced and advancing ftate of civil-
ization and improvement in this country. They prove
likewife that a free, republican government, like outs,
is, of all others, the moft happily calculated to promote
a geaneral diffufion of ufeful knowledge, and the moft
favourable to the benevolent and humane feelings of the
human heart.

Lit:rature, Colleges, Academm, &%.] Accordmg to
the laws of thisCommonwealth, every town having fifty
houfeholders or upwards, is to be conftantly provided
with a fchool-mafter to teach children and youth to
read and write ; and where any town has 100 fami-
lies, there is alfo to be a grammar fchool.

Next in importance to the grammar {chools, are the
‘academles, of which there are tbe following, viz.

Dummer Acabpemy, at Ncwbury,whxch was found-

~ ed many years fince, and incorporated in 1782. Puir-
LiPs’s AcaDEMY, at Andover, founded and. handfome-
ly endowed, 1778, and incorporated Oétober 4, 1780.
incssrsx Acapemy, in the townfhip of Leicefter,
incorporated in 1784. At Williamftown, in Berkfhire
county, is another Academy, which is yet in its infancy.

Thefe Academies have very handfome funds, and
are flourithing. The defigns of the truftees are, to
diffeminate virtne and true piety, to promote the ed-
ucation of youth in the Englith, Latin, Greek, and
Freach languagcs, to encourage their infruction in

wriling,
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writing, arithmetick, oratory, geography, pra&tical
geametry, logick, philofophy, and fuch other of the
liberal arts and f{ciences, or languages, as may be
thought expedicat.

HarvarpCoLLEGEtakes its date from theyear1638.
Two years before, the general court gave four hundred
pounds for the fupport of a publick fchool at Newtown,
which has fince been called Cambridge. This year
(1638) the Rev. Mr. John Harvard, a worthy minitter

-Rown,-died, and left-a—donation of -
'—Warthrﬁfe“ofmm’p’uﬁw
I honour to the memory of {o liberal a bencfaétor,
the general court the fame year, ordered that the {chool

fhould take the name of Harvarp CoLLEGE.

Cambridge, in which the college is fituated, is 2
pleafant village, four miles weftward from Boiton,
gontaining a number of gentlemen’s feats which are
neat and well built. The univerfity confifts of four
clegant brick edifices, handfomely enclofed. They
ftand on a beantiful green which {preads to the north-
weft, and exhibit a pleafing view.

The names of the feveral buildings are, Harvard Hall,
Maffachufetts Hall, Hollis Hall, and Holdcn Chapel.
Harvard Hall is divided into fix apartments ; onc of
which is appropriated for the library, one for the mu-
{eum, two for the philofophical apparatus, one is ufed
for a chapel, and the other for a dining hall. The Ii-
brary [in 1791] confifts of 13,000 volumes ; and will
be continually increafing from the intereft of permanent
funds, as well as from cafual benefa&ions. The phi-
lcfophical apparatus belonging to this univerfity, coft
between 1400 and £.1500 lawful moaey, and is the
moft elegant and complete of any in America.

Agrecable to the prefent conftitution of Maffachu-
_ fetts, his Excellency the Governour, Lieutenant Gov-
ernour, the council and fenate, the prefident of the uni-
verfity, and the minifters of the congregational churches
in the towns of Bofton, Charleftown, Cambridge, Wa-
tertown, Roxbury, and Dorchelter, arc, ex qﬁcm, overe
. feers of the univerfity. : : —

e The
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The corporation is a diftin& body, confifting of feven
members, in whom isvedted the property of the univerfity.

The inftruétors in the univerfity, are a prefident,
Hollifian profeflor of divinity, Hollifian profeflor of the
mathematicks and natural philofophy, Hancock pro-
feffor of oriental lauguages, profcilor of anatomy and
{urgery, profeflor of the theory and pra&ice of phyfick,
profeffor of chymiftry and materia medica, and four
tutors.

This univerfity, as to its library, philofophical ap-
paratus and profcflorthips, is at prefent the firft lite-
rary inftitution on this continent.  Since its firft eftab-
lilhment, 3281 ftudents have reccived honourary degrees
from its fucceflive officers, more than 1000 of whom
have been ordained to the work of (he gofpel miniftry.
It has generally from 120 to 150 ftudents.

Chief Toawns.] BosTon is the capital, not only of
Maflachufetts, but of New-England. It is built on-a
peninfula of an irregular form, at the bottom of Maf-
{achufetts Bay. The neck or ifthmus which joins the
peninfula to the continent, 1s at the fouth end of the
town, and leads to Roxbury. The length of the town,
including the neck, is about three miles ; the town it.
felf is not quite two miles. Its breadth is various. At
the entrance from Roxbury, it is narrow. The great-
eft breadth is one mile and 139 yards. The buildings
in the town cover about 100 acres. It contains about
2376 dwelling-houfes, and 18,038 inhabitants.

The principal wharf extends 600 yards into the fea,
and is covered on the north fide with large and con-
venient ftores. It far exceeds any other wharf in the
United States.

In Bofton are feventeen houfes for publick worthip ;
of which nine are for congregationalifts, three for epif-
copalians, two for baptifts, one for the friends, one
for the univerfalifts, or independents, and one for Ro-
man catholicks. .

The town is irregularly built, but, as it lies in 2
circular form around the harbour, it exhibits-a very
haadfome view as you approach it from the fea. %n

the
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the welt fide of the town is the Mall, a very beautiful
publick walk, adorned with rows of trees, and in view
of the Common, which is always open to refrefhing
breezes.  Beacon hill, on which is an elegant monu-
ment, overlooks the townfrom the weft, and affords
a fine variegated profpect.

The harbour of Befton is fafe, and-large enough to
-contain 500 fhips at anchorin a good depth of water ;
while the entrancé is fo narrow as fcarcely to admit
two fhips abreatt. It is diverfified with many iflands,
which afford rich pafturing, hay and grain. About
three miles from the town is the Caltle, which com-
mand®s the entrance of the harbour. Here are mount-
ed about forty pieces of heavy artillery, befides alarge
number of a fmaller fize. The fort 1s garrifoned by
-a company of about &fty foldiers, who alfo gnard the
conviés that are f{cntenced, and fent here to labour.
Thefc are chicfly employed in the nail manufadtory.

The town next to Bofton, in point of numbers and
commercial importance, is Savea. It is the oldeit
town in the ftate, except Plymouth. In 1790, it
contained 928 dwelling-houfes, and 7921 inhabitants.
In this town are five churches forCongregationalifts,one
for Epifcopalians, and a meeting-houfe for the Friende.
Salem is fixteen miles north-eaftward of Befton, and
- is confidered as the metropolis of the county of Lffex.

Newsury-PorT, forty-five miles northwarily
from Bofton, s {ituated on the fouth-welt fide of Mer-
rimak river, about two miles from the fea. The town
is about a mile in length, and a fourth of a mile in
Hreadth, and contains 616 dwelling-houfes, and 3972
inhabitants. It has one Epifcopal, one Prefbyterian,
aud two Congregational churches. The bufinefs of
fhip-building 1s largely carried on herc.  Thefe towns,
with Marblehead*, Gloucefles or Cape- Anut, and Bee-
erlyt, carry on the fifhery, which furnithes the princi-
pal article of exportation from Maflachufetts.

Wozrcestrr

* 618 houfes, and 3661 inhabitants,
4673 do. 5317 do.
T a2 do. 2290 do..
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WorcesTEeR is one of the largeft inland towns in
New-England. It is the fhire town of Worcelter
county, is about forty.feven miles weftward of Bofton,

—and-contains 209§ inhabitants.

On Conne&icut river, in the county of Hampthire,
are a number of very pleafant towns.  Of thefe Spring-
field is the oldeft and largeft.

Northampton, Hatficld, and Dceifield, are all pleaf-
ant, floutifhing towns, fucceeding each other as you
travel northerly on the weft fide of the river.

Conflitution.] The conftitution of the Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts, eftablifhed in 1780, contains

a declaration of rights and a frame of government.
By the frame of government, the power of legiflation
is lodged in a geucral court, confilling ot two branches,
viz. a fenate and a houfe of reprefentatives, cach hav-
ing a negative upon the other. They meet annually
on the laft Tuelday in May. No aét can be paffed
without the approbation ef the Governour, unlefs two-
thirds of both branches are in favour of it. Senators
are chofen by diftricts, of which there cannot be lefs
than thirteen. The number of counfellors and fenat-
ors, for the whole Commonwealth, is forty ; the num-
ber of each diftri€ is in proportion to their publick
taxes ; but no diftri fhall be fo large asto have
more than fix. Sixteen fenators make a quorum.
The reprefentatives are chofen by the feveral towns,
according to their number of rateable polls. TFor 150
polls one is ele€ted ; and for every addition of 225, an
additional one. The fupreme cxecutive authority is
vefted in a Governour, who is eleted annuzlly by the
people, and has a council, confifting of the Lieutenant-
Governour, and nine gentlemen chofen out of the for-
ty, who are returned for counfellors and fenators.
Official qualifications are as follows : For a voter,
twenty-one years age, one year's refidence, a free-
hold of three pounds annual value, or fixty pounds of
any other eftate ; for a reprefentative, £.100 frechold
or £.200 other eftate, and one year’s refidence in the
acwa ; for a fenator, £.300 freehold, or £.600 other
eftate
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eftate in the Commonwealth, and five ycars’ refidence ia
<he diftri& ; for Governour or Licutenant-Governour,
£ 1000 freehold, and feven years’ refidence. Every
Governour, LieutenantGovernour, Counfcllor, Senator,
or Reprefentative, mnlt declare that he believes the
~Chriftian religion, and has the legal qualifications. In
1795, if two-thirds of the qualified voters defire it, a
couvention fhall be called to revife the conflitution.
Bridges.] The principal bridge in this ftate, or in
any of the United States, is that which 'was built over

Charles river, between Boiton and Charleftown, in

1786, 1503 feet in length,

This bridge was completed in thirteen months ; and
while it exhibits the greatelt effc& of private enterprize
within the United States, is a moft plealing proof how
certainly objects of magnitudemay be attained by fpirit-
ed excrtions.

Another biidge, of a fimilar conftru&ion, has been
ere&ted over Myfltick river, between Charleltown and
Malden, 136 rods in length ; and another at Beverly,
g2 rods long,which conneéts that flourithing little tow:s
withSalem. Thefe are works of much enterprize, inge-
nuity, and publick fpirit 5 and f{erve to fhew that arch-
iteCure, in this {tate, has arifen to a high pitch of im-
provement. [t isa confideration not Im“orthy of keing
here noticed, that while s many other nations are v.afhn
the brilliant cﬂ'orts of genius, in monuments of i mgcn.
ous folly, to perpetuate their pride ; the Americans, ac-
cording to thetrue {pirit of republicani{m,are employed
almoft entirely in works of publick and private utility.

Trade, ManufaQures and Agriculture.] In the year
1787, the cxports from this Rate exceeded their im-
ports.. The exports from the port of Boflon, in the
year 1788, coufilting of fifh, oil, New-Eugland rum,
lnmber of various kinds, pot and pearl athes, flax-feed,
furs, pork, beet, corn, flour, butter, cheefe, beans, peas,
bar iron, bollow ware, bricks, whale-bone, tallow zand
fpermaceti candles, foap, loaf-fugar, wool-cards, leather,
fhoes, naval ftores, ginfeng, tobacco, duck, hemp,
cordage, nails, &c. amountcd to upwards-of [;.34;,0?3.

) lawfu!
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lawful money. New-England rum, pot-afth, lumber, —
filh, and the produce of the fithery, are the principal
articles of export. ’

Hiflory.] On the 1gth of March, 1627, the Ply-
mouth council fealed a patent to Sir Henry Rofwell,
and five others, of all that part of New-England, includ-
ed between a line drawn three miles fouth of Charles
river, and another three miles north of Merrimak river,
from the Atlantick to the South-Sea. This tra& of
country was called MassacnuserTs-Bay. The Mafs
fachufetts tribe of Tndians lived around; and gave their

nawme to the large bay atthe bottom of this tradt, hence
the name Maflachufetts-Bay. The Indian word is
Muais Tchufueg, fignifying the country this fide the hills.
- In1630, feventeen (hips from different ports in Eng-
land, arrived in Maflzchufetts, with more than 1500 paf-
fengers,among whom were many perfons of diltic&ion.
Incredible were the hardthips they endured.  Expofed
to the relentlefs cruelties of the Indians, who, a few
months before, had cntered into a general confpiracy
to extirpate the Englith ; reduced to a fcanty pittance
of provifions, and that of a kind to which they had not
Leen accuftomed, and defltitute of neceffary accommo-
dations, numbers fickened and died ; fo that before the
end of the year, they lolt 200 of their number.  About
this time, icttlements were made at Cliarleftown, Dof-
" ton, Dorchelter, Cambridge, Roxbury, and Medford.
The firt General Court of Maffachufetts was held on
the 1gth of October, 1631, nat by reprefentation, but
by the freemen of the corporation at large.

In the years 1632 and 1633, great additions were
made to the colony.

The year 1637 was diftinguified by the Pequot
wars, in which were flain five or fix hundred Jndians,
and the tribe almoft wholly deftroyed. This ftruck
fuch terror into the Indians, that for forty years fuc-
ceeding, they never openly commenced hoftilities with
the Englifh. :

The year 1638 was rendered memorable by a very

- great earthquake throughout New-Lngland. i
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Tn 1640, the importation of {ettlers ceafed. The mo-
tives for emigrating to New-England were removed by
a2 change in the affairs of England. They who then
profefled to give the beft account, fay that in 298 fhips,
which were the whole number from the beginning of the
colony, thcere arrived 21,200 paflengers, men, women
and children ; perhaps about 4000 families. Since
then more perfous have removed from New-England
to other parts of the world, than have arrived from
thence hither. The prefent inhabitants therefore of
New-England, arc;uﬁlﬁrm
creafe, by the blefling of Heaven, from the firlt 21,000
that arrived by the year 1640. It was judged that
they had, at this time, 12,000 neat cattle, and 3000
fheep. The charge of tranfporting the families and
their fubftance, was computed at £.19z,000 fterling.

In 1648, we have the firft inltance of the credulity
and infatuation refpe@ing witchcraft, which, for fome
time, prevailed in this colony.

Margaret Jones, of Charleftown, was accufed of hav-
ing fo malignant a quality, as to caufe vomiting, deaf-
nels, and violent pains by her touch. She was accord-
ingly tried, condemned and executed. Happy would
it have been, if this had been the only inftance of thia
infatuation. But why fhall we wonder at the magii-
trates of New-England, when we find the celebrated
Lord Chief Jutice Hale, and othegg of bigh rank, in
Old England, fhortly after chargeable with as great
delufien.  The truth is, it was the {pirit of the times ;
and the odium of the witcheraft and other infatuations
ought never to have been mentioned as peculiar to New-
England, or afcribed te their fingular bigotry and fu-
perﬂmon, as has been injurioufly done by many Eu-
ropean hiftorians,—The fame fpirit prevailed at this
time in England, and was very probably brought from
thence, as were moft of the laws and cultoms ot the
firft fettlers in America. The fame infatuation fprang
up in Pennfylvania foon after its fettlement.

The fcrupuloufnefs of the people appears to have
arifen to its height in 1649,and was indeed ridiculous.

H:2 The
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The cuftom of wearing long hair, ¢ after the mannz»
of ruffians and barbarous Indians,” as they termed it,
was deemed contrary to the word of God, ¢ which fays
it is a fhame for a man to wear long hair.” This ex-
preflion of the Apoitle Paul induced thefe pious peo-
ple to think this cuftom criminal in all ages and na-
tions. In a clergyman it was peculiarly offenfive, as
they were required in an efpecial manner to go patenti-
bus auribus, with open ears.

The ufe of tobacco was prohibited undera penalty ;-
and the fmoke of it, in fome manufcripts, is compared

to the fmoke of the bottomlefs pit. The ficknels fre-
quently produced by fmoking tebacco was confidered
as a fpecies of drunkennefs, and hence what we now
term {moking, was then often called ¢ drinking to-.
bacco.” Atlength fome of the clergy: fcll into the
praltice of fmoking, and tobacco, by an a& of govern-
ment, ¢ was fet at liberty.’

In 1656 began what has been generally called the
perfecution of theQuakers.  The firft who-opeuly pro-
feffed the principles of this {c& in this colony, were
Mary Tifther and Ann Auftin, who came from Barba-
docs in July of this year. A few weeks after, nine
others arrived in the fhip Speedwell from London.
On the 8th of September they were brought before
the court of Affiltants. It feems they had before af-
firmed that they were fent by God to reprove the peo-
ple for their fins 3 they were accordingly queftioned
how they could make it appear that God {ent them ?
Afier paufing, they anfivered th:at they had the fame
call that Abraham had to go out of his country. A
great number of thetr books, which they had brought
over with intent to fcatter them about the counury,
~were {eized and referved for the fire.

Severe laws were enacted againit the Quakers,among
which were the following :—Any Quaker, after the
firt conviction, 1f a man, was to lofe one car, and for
the fecond offence, the other—a woman to be cach
time feverely whipped—and the third time, whether
man or woman, to have their tongucs bered through
with a red bot iron, The
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The perlecution of any religious {e& ever has had,
and ever will have a tendeney to increafe their number.

- Mankind are compafﬁonatc beings ;. and from-a prin-
ciple of pity they will often advocate a caufe which
‘their judgment difowns.  Thus it was in the cafe of

the Quakers ; the fpectators compaffionated their {uf-
ferings, and then adopted their fentimeats, Their
growing numbers induced the legiilature, in their Oc-
tober feflion, to pafs a law to punifh with death all
Quakers who ‘hould return into the juritdition after
banithment.  Under this impolitick™ as well-as- unjutt-
]avs, four pcm?camTFEad, in the
face of prudence as well as of Jaw, returned after hav-
ing becn banifhed. That fome provilion was neceflary
againft thefe people, fo far as they were difturbers of
civil peace and order, every one will allow ; but fuch
fanguinary laws againft particolar do@rines or tenets
in religion are not to be defended.

The moft that can be faid for our ancceftors is, that
they tricd gentler means at firft, which they found ut-
terly ineffectual, and that they followed the examples
of the authorities in molt other ftates, and in moit.
ages of the world, who with the like abfurdity have
fuppofcd every perfon could and ought to think as they
did, and with the like cruclty have punithed fuch as
appeaxcd to differ from them. We may add, that it
was with relutance thefe unnatural laws were carried
into ex«cution.

The laws in England at this time were very fevere
againft the Quakers ; and though none were aétually
put to death by publick execntion, yet many were con-
fined in prifon, where they died in corfequence of the
rigour of the law. King Charles the fecond alfo, in a
etter to the colony of Maflachufetts, 2pproved of their
feverity,  The condn& of the Quakers, at feveral
times, was fuch as rendered them proper fubjeéts of a
mad boufe, or a houfe of correction; and it s to _be la-
mented that cver any greater feverities were \lf'kl- I
will menticn one or two inftances of their .conded,
which clearly manifeft a fpecies of madacfs, ¢ Thomas

Newhoufe
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Newhoufe wént into the meeting-houfe at Bofton with
a couple of glafs bottles, and broke them before the
congregau'on., and threatened, Thus will the Lord break
you tn pieces.  Another time M. Brewfter came in with
her face {mcared as black as a coal. Deborah Wilfon
went through the ftreets of Salem naked as fhe was
born.” While we condemn the feverity with which
the Quakers were treated on the one part, we cannot,
at the fame time, avoid cenfuring their imprudent,
indelicate and infatuated condué on the other.

. In; lﬁgz,.lh‘:h‘:p{ﬂt of infatuation refpeing witch-

__craft was again revived inNew-England, and raged with
uncommon violenee. Several hundreds were accufed,
many were condemned, and fome executed. Various
have been the opinions refpe@ing the delufion which
occafioned this tragedy. Some pious people have be-
lieved there was fomething fupernatural in it, and
that it was not all the effc& of fraud and impofture.
Maay are willing to fuppofe the accufers to have been
nnder bodily diforders which affe@ed their imagina-
tions. This is kind and charitable, but fcarccly pro-
bable. It is very poffible that the whole was a fcene
of fraud and impofture, began by young girls, who at
firt perhaps thought of nothing more than exciting
pity and indulgence, and continued by adult perfons,
who were afraid of being accufed themfelves. The
one and the other, rather than confefs their fraud, fuf-
fered the lives of fo many innocents to be taken away,
through the credulity of judges and juries.

That the odium of this tragick conduét might not
reft upon the New-Englanders alone, it ought here to
be obferved, that the fame infatuation was at this time
corrent in England. The law by which witches were
condemned, was a copy of the ftatute in England ;
and the praftice of the courts was regulated by pre-
cedents there afforded. Some late inftances prove that
Eagland is not entirely cured of that delufion.

In 1721, the {fmall-pox made great havock in Bof-
ton and the adjacent towns. Of 5889 who took it in
Bofton, 844. died. Inoculation was introduced on this

occafion,



