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‘RHODE-TSLAND, & ¢

_perhaps as the King of England ever granted to any
“fubje&t.
Government was adminiftered in this form unllll652
-when the inhabitants fubmitted to the Maflachufetts,
who, by a new conftru&ion of their charter which was
-given to Roffwell and others, in 1628, ¢laimed the foil
and jurifdiion of the Province of Main as far as the
middle of-Cafco Bay. Main thea firlt took the name
of Yorkthire ;:and county courts were held in the man-
ner they were in Maffachufetts, and the towns had li-
“bertytofend theirdeputies tothegeneral courtat Bofton:
This country, from its firlt fettlement, has been
greatly haraffed by the Indians. Tn 1675, all the fet-
tlements were in -a manner broken up and deftroyed.
-From-about 16gz until about 1702, was one continued
fcene of killing, burning and deftroying.  The inha-
bitants fuffered much for feveral years preceding and
following the year1724. And fo latees 1744 and
" ~1748, perfons were killed and captivated by the In-
dians in many of the towns mext thefea.  Since this
.period, the inhabitants have lived in peace.

—
—

RHODE-ISLAND ano PROVIDENCE'
PLANTATIONS.

5 _
‘miles. .

Length 68 3° and 4° Eaft Longitude.

Breadth -40}““%‘“ 41° and 42° North ‘Latitude.

OUNDED North and EaRt, by the Commonwealth
) of ‘Maffachufetts; Soutb, by the Atlantick ;
‘Weft, by Conne&icut.

meIDwfon: andPapula{xon ] This ftate is dxvtded

into five counties, which are fubdivided into thirty

townﬂnps, as-follows : .
‘Counties
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- ) P No. offs 2
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The inhabitants are chicfly of Englith extra&tion.
The original fettlers migrated from Maffachufetts.

Bays and Iflands.] Narraganfet Bay makes vp
from fouth to-north, between the main land on the

eaflt
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calt and weft. It embofoms many fertile iflands, the
principal of which are Rhode-1fland, Canonnicut,
Prudence, Patience, Hope, Dyer’s and Hog iflands.

Rhode-Ifland is thirteen miles long from north to
_fouth, and four miles wide," and is divided into three
townfhips; Newpost, Portfmouth, and Middletows.
It is a noted refort for invalids from fouthern climates.
The ifland is exceedingly pleafant and healthful ; and
is celebrated for its fine women. Travellers, with
propriety;—call—it- the Eden of America. It fuffered

much by the late war. Some of its molt ornamental

country fcats were deltroyed, and their fine groves,
orchards, and fruit trees wantonly cut down. The
foil is of a fuperior quality. ‘

'Rivers.] Providence and Taunton rivers both fall
into Narraganfet Bay ; the former is navigable as far
as Providence, thirty miles from the fca ; the latter is
navigable for fmall veflels to Taunton. “

Ciimate.] . Rhode-Ifland is as healthful a country as
any part of North- America. The winters, in the mar-
itime parts of the {tate, are milder than in the inland
country ; the air being foftened by a fea vapour, which
alfo eoriches the foil. The fummers are delightful,
efpecially on Rhode-1fland, where the extreme heats,
which prevail in other parts of America, are allayed
by cool and refrefhing breczes from the fea.

Soil and Produ8ions.] ‘This Rate, generally fpeak-
ing, is a couutry for pafture, and not for grain. It
however produces corn, rye, baticy, oats and flax, and
culinary plants and roots in.great variety and abund-
ance. Its natural growth is the fame as in the cther
New-England ftates. The weltern and north-weftern

__parts of the ftate are but thinly ivhabited, and are more
barren and rocky. In the Narraganfet country the
land is fine for grazing. The people are generally far-
mers, and raife great numbers of the fineft and largeft
neat cattle in America ; fome of them weighing from
16 to 1800 weight. They.keep large dairies, and
make butter and cheefe of the beft quality, and in large

_quantities for exportation. + Narraganfet is famed for
' - - an
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an excellent breed of pacing horfes. They are firong;
and remarkable for their {peed, and for their excel-
lency in enduring the fatigues of a long journey.

The prefent exports from the flate, are flax-feed,
butter, beef, pork, gin, cotton and linen goods, lum-
ber, horfes, cattle, fith, poultry; onions, cheefe and bar-
ley. The imports, confifting of European and Wett--
Iudia goods, and logwood from the Bay of Honduras,.
exceced the exports. About 600 veflels enter and clear
annnally at the diffcrent ports in this ftate. '

__ Chief Towns.] Newport and Provideoce are the
__two :
lat. 41° 35/, Its harbour, which is one of.the finelt
in the worid, fpreads weftward before the town. The-
entrance is eafy and Tafe, and a large fleet may anchor
in it, and ride in perfe&t fecuritys The town lies north-
and fouth upon a gradual afcent as you proceed eatt-
ward from the water, and exhibits a heautiful view
from the harbour, and from the ncighbouring hills
which lie weftward npon the Main. Newport contains
about jooa houfles, built chiefly of wood, and 6716
inhabitants. It has nine houfes for publick’ worthip &
Three for the Baptifts, two for Congregationalilts,
‘ane for Epifcopalians, one for Quakers, one for Mo-
vavians, and a fynagogue for the Jews. The other
publick buildings are, a Rate-houfe, and an edifice for-
- the publick library. The fituation, form and archi-
te@ure of the flate-houfe, give it the preference to
moft publick buildings in America. It flands fuffi-
ciently. elevated, and- a long wharf and paved parade
lzad up to it from the harbour. A

Providence is fituated on Providence river, about
thirty miles northwelt of Newport, in latitude 41° 51’
north. It is at prefent by far the moft flourithing -

. town in the flate. It contains upwards of 700 houfes; .
and 6380 inhabitants. Its publick buildings are, a.
college, an elegant church for Baptiits, two for Con-
gregationalills, befides others for other denominations.
T'his town carries on a large foreign trade, and an ex-
teufive and gainful traffick with thefurrounding conn-

try:.-
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“try. The town is fituated on both fides of the river,
and is conne@ed by a commodious bridge. There
are, belonging to the port of this town, 129 fea veflels,
containing 11,943 tons.

_Fifbes.] 1n the rivers and bays are plenty of fifh,

to the amount of more than feventy different kinds, fo

that in the feafons of fith, the markets are alive with
them. Travellers are agreed that Newport furnithes
the beft fith market in the world,
Religion.] The conflitution of the ftate admits of
~ _mno religious eftablifhments, any further than depends
vpon the voluntary choice of individuals. All men
profefing one Suprerge Being, are equally prote&ed
by the Jaws, and no particular fc& can claim pre-emi-
nence.. This unlimited liberty in religion, is one prin-
cipal caufle why there is fuch a variety of religious
fe&ts in Rhode-Ifland. The Baptifis are the moft nu-
merous of any denomination in the ftate. They, as
well as the other Baptifts in New-England, are chiefly
upon the Calviniftick plan as to doétrines, and inde-
pendents in regard to church government.. The Bap-
tifts in general refufe to communicate with other deno-

- minations ; for they hold that immerfion is neceffary to.
baptifm, and that baptifm is ncceflary to communien.
Therefore they fuppofe it inconfiftent for them to ad-
mit unbaptifed perfons (as others are in their view) to

oin with them in this ordinance.

The other religious denominations in Rhode-Ifland
arc Congregationalifts, Friends or Quakers, Epifco-
palians, Moravians, and Jews. Befidcs thefe, there is
a confiderable number of the people who can be re-
duced to no particular denomination.

Literature.] The literature of this ftate is confined -
principally to the towns of Newport and Providence.
There are menof learning and abilities fcattered through
other towns, but they are rare. The bulk of the inhab-
itants in other parts of the Rate, are involved in greater
ignorance perhaps than in molt other parts of New-
England. An impartial hiftory of their tranfaétions
fince the peace, would cvince the truth of the above
obfervations. ; - Az

I:z
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At Providence is Rhode-Ifland College. The Chiar-

ter for founding this feminary of learning was granted’
by the General Affembly of the ftate in.1764.

This inftirution was firlt founded at Warren, in176g.
And ia the year 1770, the college was removed to
Providence, where a large, elegant building was ere@-
ed for its accommodation, by the generous donations
of individuals, moftly from the town of Providence.
It is fituated on a hill to the eaflt of the town ; and
while its clevated fituation-renders it delightful, by
commanding. an extenfive, variegated prolpc&, it fur-
nifhes it with a pure, falubiious air. The edifice is of -
brick, four flories high, 150 feet long, and 46 wide, .
with a projc&iun.of ten fect each fide. It has an en-
try lengthwife with rooms on cach. fide. There are
forty-eight 100ms for the accommodation of ftudents,
and eight larger ones for. publick .ufes. The roof is -
covered with flate. ' .

This iaftitution is under the inftru&@ion of a Prefis
dent, a Profeflor of Natural and experimental Philofo-
phy, a Profcflor of Mathematicks and ARronomy, a -
Profeflor of:Natural Hiftory, and three Tutors. ‘T'he~
feveral claffes are infiruéted in the learned languages, .
and the various arts and fciences. The inflitution has
a library of between two and three thoufand velumes, .
containing a valvable colle&ion of ancient and modern -
authors.  Alfo a fmall, but valuable philofophical.ap~
paratus.  Nearly all the fands of the college are at in-
terelt in the treaflury of the flate, and amount to almeft-
two thoufand pounds.

Curiofities.]  Tn Pawtucket river, four miles from
Providence, 'is a beautiful fall of water, direétly over
which a bridge has been biilt, which divides the com-
monwealth of Maflachufctts from the ftate of Rhode-
Mland. The fall, in its whole length, is upwards -of
fifty feet. The water pafles through feveral chafms in
a rock which runs diametrically acrofs the bed of the.

ftream, and ferves as a.dam to the water. Several’

mills have been ere&@ed upon thefe falls ; and the fpouts
and chaanels which have been conftru@ed to condu&
: ‘ e ‘ the
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the ftreams to their refpe@ive whecls, and the bridge,

have taken very much from the beauty and grandeur of

.the fcene ; which would otherwife have been indefcri-
—bably charming and romantick.

Cenflitution.] ‘The conilitution of this ftate is foun-
ded on the charter granted by Charles I1. in the fif-
teenth year of his reign ; and the frame of government
was not ¢ffentially altered by the revolution. The le-
giﬂature of the ftate confifts of'two branches ; a Senate -
or Upper Houfe, compofed of the Governor and De-
puty Governor, and-ten-other-members;,—called-inthe——
charter Affiflants ; and a Honfe of Reprefentatives,
eompofed of Deputies trom the fcveral towns. T'he
members of the legiflature are chofen twice a year; and.
there are two feflinns of this body annually, viz. on the
firk Wednefday of May, and the laff Wednefday in
Oé&ober..

Hiflory.] This Rate was firt fettled from Maffachu-
fetts.  Motives of the fame kind with thofe which are
well known to have occafioned the fettlement of moft:
of the other United States, gave birth to this. The.
cwigrants from England who came to Maflachufetts,.
though they did not perfe@ly agrec in religious fenti-
ments, had been tolerably united by their common zeal
againft the ceremonies of the church of England. But
as foon as they were removed frem ecclefiaftical courts,.
and poflcfled of a patent allowing liberty of confcience,
they fell into difputes and conteutions among them-
felves. And notwithftanding all their fufferings and
complaints in England, excited by the principle of uuis
formity (fuch is human nature) the majority here were..
as fond of this principle as thofe from whofe perfecu--

- tion they had fled.

The true grounds of religious liberty were not em-
braced or underftood at this-time by any fe&. Whilé
all difclaimed perfecution for the fake of confcience, a
régard for the publick peace, and for the prefervation
of the church of Chrift from infeétion, together with
the obftinacy of the hereticks, was urged in joftifica-
tion of that, which, Rripped of all its difguifes, the

light
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light of nature and the laws of Chrift, in the moft fo-
lemn manner, condemn.

Mr. Roger Williams, a minilter, who eame over 10
Salem in 1631, was charged with holding a variety of
errors, and was at length banithed from the then colony
of Maflachufetts, and afterwards from Plymouth, as a
diflurler of the peace of the Church and Commonwealth ;
and, as he fays, ¢ a bull of excommunication was fent
after him.” He had {everal treaties with Myantonomo
and Canonicus, the Narraganfet Sachems, in 1634 and
3635 3 who affured him he fhould not want for land.

Aud in 1636, he and twenty others, his followers, who
were voluntary exiles, came to a plate called by the
Indians Moofhaufuck, and by him Providence. Here
they fettled, and though fecured from the Indians by
the terror of the Englifh, they for a confiderable time
greatly fuffered through fatigue and want. - :

As the original inhabitants of this ftate were perfe-
¢uted, at leaft in their own opinion, for the fake of
confcience, a moft liberal and free toleration was ef-
tablithed by them. So little has the civil authority to
do with religion here, that no contraét between a min-
ilter and a fociety (unlefs incorporated for that purpofe )
is of any force. It is probably for thefe reafons that
fo many different fe&s have ever been found here ; and
that the Sabbath and all religious inftitutions have been
more neglected in this, than.in any other of the New-
_England ftates. Mr. Williams is faid to have become
a Baptilt in a few years after his fettling at Providence,
and to have formed a church of that perfuafion.

Through the whole of the late unnatural war with
Great-Britain, the inbabitants of this ftate have mani-
fefted a patriotick fpirit ; their troops have behaved
_gallantly, and they are honoured ‘in having produced
the {econd general in the ficld.*

CONNECTICUT.

# General Greene.



