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CONNECTICUT.
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miles.
Length 82. betw 41° and 42° 2’ North Latitude.
Breadthsz § SweER Lo 50’and 3° 20’ Eaft. Longit.

OUNDED North, by Maffachufetts ; Ealt, by
Rhode-1fland ; Sonth, by the Sound,which divides

it from Long-1{land ; Weit, by the ftate of New-York.
- Rivers.} T'he principal rivers in this ftate are Con-

the Thames, and their branches.

Ity
The Houfatonick* paffes through a number of pleafant
towns, and"empties into the Sound between Stratford
and Milford, It is navigable twelve miles, to Derby.
Ia this river, between Salifbury and Caraan, is a cata-
ra&, where the water of the whole river, which is 150
yards wide, falls about fixty feet perpendicularly, in a
perfe@ly white fheet. A copious mift arifcs, in which
floating raivbows are feen in various places at the fame
time,exhibiting a fcene exceedingly grand and beautiful..
The Fhames emptics into Long-1{land Sound at New=
London. It is navigable fourteen miles, to Norwich
Landing. Here it lofes its name, and branches into
Shetucket,on the calt, and Norwich or Little river, on
the weft. The city of Norwich ftands on the tongue
of land between thefe rivers.  Little river, about a
mile from its mouth, has a remarkable and very ro-
mantick catara@&. A rock tea ortwelve feet in per-
pendicular height, extends quite aerofs the channel of
the river. Over this the whole river pitches, in one
entire fheet, upon a bed of rocks below. Here the
river is comprefled.into a very narrow channel between.
two craggy cliifs, one of which towers to a confidera-
ble height.  The channel defecends gradually, is very
crooked, and covered with pointed rocks. Upgon thele
the. water fwiftly tumbles, foaming with the moft vio-
lent agitation, fifteen or twenty rods, into a broad,
fmooth bafon which fpreads before it. At the bottom-
of
* An Iodian name, figritying Ouer the Moxuntain.
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of the perpendicular falls, the rocks are curioufly ex-

~ cavated by the conftant pouring of the water.  Soms
of the cavities, which are all of a circular form, are five

. or fix feet deep. The fmoothnefs of the water above
its defcent—the regularity and beauty of the perpen-
dicular fall—the tremendous roughnefs of the other,
and the craggy, towering cliff which impends the
whole, prefent to the view of the fpeator a fcene in-
deferibably delightful and majeflick. Oa this river
are fome of the fineft mill feats in New-England.

Harbours ] The two principal harbours are at New-

~ London_and New-Haven. The former-openstothe
ight-houfe;— wh'rcl’rﬁ_m's‘at the
mouth of the harbour, to the town, is about three
miles ; the breadth is three quarters of & mile, and in
fome places more. The harbour has from five to fix
fathoms water—a clear bottom—tough ooze, and as
far as one mile above the town is cnurcly fecure, and
commodious for large fhips.

New.Haven harbour is greatly inferior to that of
New-London. It is a bay which fets up northcrly
from the Sound, about four miles. Its éntrance is about
half a mile wide. It has very good anchorage, and
two and an half fathoms at low water, and three falh-
oms and four feet at common tides.

" Climate, Soil and Produgions.] Conue&icut, thongh
fubje& to the extremes of heat and cold in their fea-
fons, and to frequent fudden changes, is very healthful.
As many as one in forty-fix of the inhabitants of Con-
nefticut, who were living in 1774, were upwards of
feventy years old, From accurate calculation it is
found that zbout one ih cight live to the age of feventy
yearsand upwards; one in thirteen, to theage of cighty
years, and one in about thirty to the age of ninety.

Connc&icut is generally broken land, made up of

——mountains, hills and vallies ; and is excccdlnglw well
watered.  Some {mall parts of it are thin and barren,

It lies in the fifih and fixth northern climates, and has

a firong, fertile foil. T principal produtious are
Indian corn, rye, wheat in many parts of the flate, cats

" and
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and barley, which are heavy aud good, and of late buck
wheat—flax in large quantitics—{ome hemp, potatoes
of feveral kinds, pumpkins, turnips, peas, beans, &c.
&c. fruits of all kinds, which are common to the climate. -
The foil is very well calculated for pafture and mow-
ing, which enables the farmers to feed large numbers of
neat cattle and horfes. The beef, pork, butter and
cheefe of Conne&icut, are equal to any in the world.
Trade.] The trade of Conne&icut is principally
with the Weflt-India lﬂands and New-York, and is

" carried on in veflels

tons. The exports confilt of horfes, mules, oxen, oak
ftaves, hoops, pine boards, oak plank, beans, lndlan
corn, fith, beef, pork, &c.

Connc&icat has a large number of coalting veﬂ'cls
employed in carrying the produce of the ftate to other
fiates. To Rhode-Ifland, Maflachufctts and New-
Hampthire they carry pork, wheat, corn and rye.—
To North and South Carolinas and Georgia, butter,
cheefe, falted beef, c:der, apples, potatoes, hay, &c. .
and receive in return rice, indigo and moucy. But as
New-York is nearer, and the ftate of the markets al-
ways well known, much of the produce of Connedticut,
efpecially of the weftern parts, is carricd there ; par-

ticularly pot and pearl athes, flax feed, beef, pork, cheefe
and burter, in large quantities. Moft of the produce
of Conneticut river from the parts of Maflachufetts,
New-Hampthire and Vermont, as well as of Conne&i-

cut, which are adjacent, goes to the fame market.
" Manufadures.] The farmers in Connelticut and
their families  are moltly clothed in plain, decent
homefpun cloth.  Their linens and woollens are man-
ufactured in the family ; and although they are gene-
rally of a coarfer kind, they are of a [tronger texture,
and much more durable than thofe imported from France
and Great-Britain. . Many of their cloths are fine and
handfome. A variety of manufa&orics have been
eftablithed in different parts of Conne&icut, which are
flourithing and produétive.

Civil Diwvifions aud Population.] - Conneicut is di-

vided
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vided into eight counties, viz. Hartford, New-Haven,
New-London, Fairficld, Windham, Litchficld, Mid-
dicfex and Tolland. Thefe counties are fubdivided
into 79 towafhips, each of which is a corporation.

The following TABLE exhibits a view of the pop-
-ulation, &c. of this flate in 1782. Since this time the
.countics of Middlefex and Tolland bave been confti-
‘inted, and a number of new townfhips havc impoli-
tickly been incorporated.’

Windham. | Windbam. | 12 5,36!‘: 28,1851 485

Litchfield. | Litchfield. | 19 | 6,797] 33,127{ 529

o N °Zl18e &)
Towns wherelg a1 ~oy = 8‘ Z

CounTiEs.] the Courts 2% L5 1 22 |3y L
o areheld. |52|S 25| B || »oa

SoIS 2« 3 |c9] s

- — mg o~

Hartford, 9.-3 o
‘Hartford. {Middletown,*| 21 |10,815| 55,647|1320] o &=
. Tolland.* . S5 0.

B & e

P— 0

I New-Haven.| New-Haven.| o | 4,776] 25,092| 831] 2 55
—_— — .58
! New London PRS-
iNew-London { 0 cou’ "1 8 b 5,884 31,131}1920 L5E-
— EC R,
. Fairfield, ' SR

Fairfield. Danbm'y,. 10 | 5,755} 29,722|1134 “6‘:'*'

: 5%

58§

i3t

ERSE]

ZaZ

Po,

RO

Total. ' 79 139,188 202,877 76273

Connc&ncut is the moft populous. in proportion to
‘its extent, of any of the thirteen ftates. It is laid out
io fmall farms, from fifty to three or four hundred
acres each, which are held by the farmers in fee ﬁmplc.
The whole ftate refembles a well-cultivated garden,
which, with that degree of induftry that isneceffary to
happ.ncfs, produces the neceflaries and conveniencies
of life-in great plenty.

‘Chara8er, Manners, £5c.] 1In addition to what has
been already aid on thefe particulars, under New-

. England,

* Mnddlemwn and Tolland are now the fhire towns of Middlefex

and Tolland counties. Courts are alfo held at ¥ addam, which is the. .

half thire town of Middlefex- -county.
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Lnzland, it may be obferved, that the people of Con-
neéticut eve remarkebly fond of having all their dif-
putes, even thofe of the mofl trivial kind, fettled ac-
cording to iaw. The prevalence of this litigious {pirit
afords employment and fupport for 2 numerous body
of lawyers.  The number of a&ions, cntered annually
upon the feveral dockets in the itate, jafltifics the above
obfervations. ‘Uhat party fpirit, however, which is the
bane of political happinefs, has rot raged with fuch
iolence in this {tate as in MafTachuletts and Rhode-

fand. Pubtick pmcccdmgs have been condut{ed’ ’

generally, and Llpuually of Jate, with mueh calmnefs
and candour.  The people are well informed in regard
to theirrights, and judicions in the methods they adopt
o fecure them. ‘i’he ftate was never in greater po-

iical tranquiility.than at prefent.

Religion.]  The beft in the world, perhaps, for&
repablican government.  As to the mode of exercifing
church governinent and difeipling, it might not impro-

perly be called a republican religion. LEach church is

a feparate jurifdiétion, and claims authority to choole

their own mintlter, to cxcercife government, and enjoy

gofpel ordindnces within itfelf. The churches, how-
evzr, are not independent of each other ; they are 2ffo-

.ciated for mutual benefit and convenience. The aflo-

ciations have power to licenfe candidates for the minif-
try, to confult for the gencral welfare, and to recom-
mend meafures to be adopted by the churches, but have

1o authority to enforce them.  When difputes arife in

churches, councils are called by the parties, to {cttle
them ; bot their power is only advifory. There are
as many aflowiations in the {tate as there are counties
and they meet twice in a year. Thefe are all combined
in one gencral aflociation, who meet annually.

All religions, that are confiteot with the peace of
fociety, are tolerated in Conneéticut. There are very

few rcligious fe@s in this fate.  The bulk of the people

are Congregatinnalifts, Befides thefe, there are Epif-
copalians and Baptilts. The Epifcopalian churches are
rcfpc&ablc, and are under the fuperintendence of a

K Bithop
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Bifhop. There were twenty:nine congregations of the
Baptilts in 1734. Thefe congregations, with thofe in
the neighbouring flates, meet in affociations, by dele-
gation, annually. Thefe aflociations coafit of mef-
fengers chelcn and fent by the churches. Some of their
principles are, ¢ The imputation of Adam’s fin to his
pofterity ; the inability of man to recover himfelf ;
effetual cahmg by fovereign grace ; juftification by
smputed l’l"h!Coufnrfa; unme.fion for baptifn, and
thaton prnfcfﬁun of faith and repentance 5 congrega-
_mmal_chumlu;s,_;md_ d cepti
ﬂéer—e%ef——?&a#d-eaﬂﬁxﬁon 7 The
Baptifls, dwing the late war,” were aQive friends to
their country ; and by their early approbation of the
new form of government, bave manifefted the continu-
ance of their patriotick fentiments.

Chicf Towans.] There are a great number of verv
pleafant towns, both maritime and inland, in Connec-
ticut. It contains five lncorp()lalcd towns or citics,
viz. Hartford, New-Haven, New-London, Norwich,
and Middletown. Two of thefe, Hartford -and New-
Haven, are the capitals of the flate. The General Al-
fembly is holden at the former in May, and at the lat-
ter in O&ober, annually.

Harrtrorpis fituated at the head of navigation, on
the wcﬁ fide of Conncélicut river, about fifty miles from
its entrance into the Sound. Tts buildings arc, a ftate-
houfe ; two churches for Congregationalifts; a diftil-
lery, befides upwards of 3co dwelling-houfes, a number
of which are handfomely built with brick. Hartford
is advantageoufly fituated for trade, has a very fine
back couutry, enters largely iata the manufa&oring
bulinefs, and is a rich, flonrithing, commercial tewn.

Nrw-Haven lies round the head of a bay, which
makes up about four miles north from the Scuad. 1t
covers part of alarge plain, whichis circamicribed on
three (ides by h1gh hills or mountains. Two fmall
rivers bouod the city eaft and weft. The town was
originally laid out in {quares of fixty rods.  Many of
-:I-Jc f(vuarcs have been divided by crofs ﬂreets. Four

freets
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ftreets run north-welt and fouth-calt ; thefe are crofled
by oihers at right angles.  Near the ecnter of the city
is the publick fquare ; on and around which are the
publick buildings, which arc a ftate-houle, cellege and
chapel, three churches for Congregatinnalile, andvone
for Epifcopalians. Thefe are all handfome and com-
modious buildings. The coliege, chapel, flate-houfe,
and one of the churches, are of brick. The publick
{quare is encircled with rows of trees, which render it
both convenient and delightful.

‘Therearesbnurgoodwelling-houfes in thecity, ar
between 3 and soco fouls.  About one in feventy i
annually ; this proves the healthfulnefs of its ciimarte.
Indeed as to pleafantnefs of fitnation and falubrity «t
air, New-Haven is not excecded by any city in Amec-
rica. It carries on 2 corfiderzble trade with New-York
and the Weft-Todia iflands.

New-Loxpox ftands on the weft fide of the 1iver
Thames, ncar its entrance iuto the Sound. [t has two
places for publick worfhip, one for Epifcopalians and
one for Congregationalifts, and about 300 dwelling-
houfes. 1Its harbour 1> the Left in Connc&icut. A
confiderable part of the town was burnt, by the infamous
Benediét Arnold, in 1781. It has fince been rebuiit.

NokwicH ftands at the head of Thames river, 12 or
14 miles north from New-London. It isa commercial
city, has a rich and extenflive back country, and avails
ittelf of its natural advantages at the head of navigation.
Its fituation, upon a river which affords a great num-
ber of convenieat feats for miils and water machines of
ali kinds, renders it very eligibic in a manufaural view.
The inhabitants are not nct']c&ful of the advantages
which nature has fo llbcrahv given them.  They man-
ufadture paper of all kinds, (lockmgs,clochs and watch-
es, chaifes, buttons, flone and carthen \\are, wire, oil,
chocolate, beils, anchorg, and all kinds of forge work.
The city contains about 4350 dwelliag-houles, a court-
houfe, and two churches fm Ccn vref*atwnah{’(s, and one
for Epifcopalians,

Mipprerows is pleafantly fituated on the weﬁern

bank
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bank of Connc&icut river, fiftcen miles fouth of Hart-
ford. It is the principal town in Middldcx county—
has about 300 houfés—a court-houfc—one chuech for
Congregationalitts—one for LEpifcopalians—a naval.-
offiqag—and carries on a large and increafing trade.

w—Pm ~miles fouth of Hartford is WeTusrsrieLDp,
a very pleafant town, of between two and three hun-
dred houfes, fituated on a fine foil, with an clegant
Lrick church for Congregationalilts.  This town is.
voted for faifing onions.

Literatare and College.] In no part of the world. is
the-edueation- of all ranks of people more-atiended-to
thanin Conncéticut.  The feverai townfhips in the ltate-
are divided into diltrilis, and in each diftric a fchool
is kept a greater or lefs part of every year.—More than
one third of the monies, raifcd by a tax on the polls.
and rateable eftate of the iuhabitants, is appropriated"
to the fupport of fchools. Grammar fchools are kept
in various parts of the ftate. At Greenfield, Plainfield,
Norwich, and Windham, academics have been inftitut-
cd ; and fome of them ase. flourithing and refpetable.

The only college in this (late is Yars CoLLEGE, at.
Now-Haven, founded in the year 1700. It was named.:
after Governor Yale, who was one of its principal bene-
tadtors. The buildings are, Conncé&icut Hall, 100
fect long and 40 wide, with 32 convenient rooms—a
Chapel, in the fecond flory of which are the Library
and Mufeum—and a large and cenvenient dining hall,
all built of brick. The college library confilts of 2500
volumes. The philofophical apparatus confilts of the
principal machin€s neceflary for exhibiting moft of the

. experiments in the whole courfe of experimental phi-
lofophy. An addition of £.300 worth has been lately
added toit. The regulation of the college is commit-

- ted, by charter, to cleven Minifters of the Gofpel,who are
a corporate body, and hold eftates, appoint officers, con-
fer degrees, &c. The prefent officers of the college .
are, a Prefident, who is alfo a Profeflor of Eccleiaktical

" Hiftory ; a Profeffor of Divinity, and three Tutors..
Upwards of 200q_ have received the honours.of this

: univerfity ;
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aniverfity ; of whom about G40 have been ordaired to
the work of the miniltry.  As many as five fixths of
thofc who have been educated at this college were na-
tives of Conncéticut.

Government.] This ftate has no other conflitution
than what originated from the charter of Charles 17.
granted in 1662.  Agrecable to this charter, the legii-
lative authority is vefted 1na Governor, Deputy-Gov-
ernor, twelve Counfellors, and.the Reprefentatives of
the People, (not exceeding two from each towa ) ﬁ)kd
the General dffembly.  This affembly is divided into.
twobranches;y
the former is compofed of the Governors and Coun-
fillors, who are chofcn annually in May ; ; the latter of
the Reprefcntatives, who are chofen twice a year, to
attend the two aanual {cffions on the fecond Thurfdays
of May and Q&ober. 'I'he qualifications of freemen,.
who eleét all the members of the General Affembly, are
matutity of years, quict and peaccable behaviour, a
civil converfation, and forty fhillings frechold, or forty
pounds perfonal eltate. :

Hiflory.] The firlt Englifh fettlements in Connec-
ticut were made in the Fall of 1635, by emigrants fram
Newtown, Dorchelter, and Wateitown, in Maflicha-
fetts. The firlt court held in Conne&icut was at
Hartford, April 26th, 1636.

About the year 1644, a war broke out between the
Mohegan and Narragacfet Indians. A perfonal gnat-
rel betweén Myantonomo, Sachem of the Narraganfets,
and Uncas, Sachem of the Mohegans, was the founda-
tion of the war,

Mpyantonomo raifed an army of goo warriors, and
marched towards the Mohegan country. Uncas, by
his {pies, received timely notice of their approach. His
feat of refidence was in fome part of Norwich. He
quickly colle€cd 600 of his braveft warriors, and told
them, “The Narraganfets muft not come into our town,,.
we muft meet them.” . They accordingly marched
about three miles to a large plain, where the two armies
met,and halted within bow-fhot of cach other. A par-

K2 ) loy
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ley was propofed by Uacas, and agreed to by Myan-
tonomo. The Sachems met, and Uncas addrefliid his .
enemy as follows : ¢ You have a great many brave
- men—fo have [ ; you and I have guarrelled, but thefe.
warriors,—what have they done ? bh 1l they dic 1o
avenge a private quarrel between us? No. Come like
a brave man, as you pretend to be, and lct us fight.
H-you kill me, my men fhall be yours ; if [ kill you,
your men fhall be mine.” Myantonomo replied, ¢ My.
men came to fight, and they fnall fight.””  Uncas, like
an experienced warrior, aware of the refult of the con-
—ference from the fuperior force of his encmy, had pre-
vioufly fignified to his men, that if Myantenomo refufed
to fight him in fingle combat, he would immediately:
fall, which was to be the fignal for them to begin the.
attack. As foon thercfore as Myantonome. had ‘fin-
ithed his laconick fpeech, Uncas dropped,  his.men in-
ftantly obeyed the fignal, and poured in-a fhower of
arrows upon the unfufpeéting Narraganfets, and rufhing -
oa with their horrid yells and favage fiercenefs, put
them to flight. Many were killed on the fpot ; the
reft were clofely purfued, and fome were precipitately
driven down craggy precipices, and dafhed.in pieces.
At a place called, from this event, Sachem’s Plain, Un- .
cas overtook and feized Myantonomo by the fhoulder.
They fat down together ; and Uncas, with a hoop, .
called in his men, and the battle ceafed. Doubtfal::
what to do with the royal prifoner, Uncas and his -
warriors, in council, determined to carry him to.the
Governor and Council at Hartford, and be advifed by
them. Thither he was accordingly condu&ted. The
Governor having advifed with his Council, told Uncas,
that the Englith were not then at war with the Narra-
ganfets, and of courfe, that it was not proper for them.
. to intermeddle in the matter. Uncas was left to do
with him as he pleafed. Myantonomo was conduéted
back to the plain where he was taken, and put to
death by Uncas himfelf. The tragick {cene -did not
end with his death. Uncas, after the manner of the
Indiaws, with his tomahawk, cut off a large piec§i c;}f
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flefh from the fhoulder of his laughtered enemy, broiicd
and ate it, faying, with an air of favage triumph, ¢ [tis
the fweetelt meat [ ever ate ; it makes me have a ftout
heart.”  His body was afterwards buried, and a pillar
ere@ed over it, the remains of which.are vilitle to
this day.

The hiftory ofConne&ncut 13 marked with traces of
the fame fpirit which has been mentioned as charac-
teriltick of the Maffachufetts, in different ftages of their
hidory. Indeed,asMaffachufetts was the ﬂock whence

Connecticut proceeded, thisis tobeexpefted. .

‘The colony of Connc&icut exprefled their difappro-
bation of the nfe of tobacco, in an a&t of their general
afiembly at Hartford, in 1647, whercin it was ordered,
¢ ‘That no perfon under.the age of twenty yars, nov
any other that hath alreedy accuftomed himi{clf to the
ufe thereof, fhall take any tobacco, until he fhall have
brought a certificate from under the hand of fome who
are approved for knowledge and fkiil in phyfick, that
it 15 ufcful for him ; and alfo that he hath received a
licenfe from the court for the fame.”” - All otheis who
had addi€ted themfelves to the ufe of tobacco, were,
by the fame court, probibited taking it in any com-
pany, or at their labours, or on their travels, unlefs
they were ten miles at leaft from any houfe, or more
than once a-day, though not in company, on pain of a
fine of fix pence for each time; to be proved by one.
fubftantial evidence. The conftable in each town to
make prefentment of fuch tran{greffions to the partic-
ular court, and upon convi&ion, the fine to be paid
without gainfaying.

Nor were the Conneéticut fettlers behind their
brethren in Maffachufetts in regard to their feverity
againft the Quakers; and they have the fame apology.*
The Geacral Court of New-Haven, 1658, paffed a
fevere law againft the Quakers. They introduced
their law with this preamble :—

¢¢ Whereas there is a curfed fe& of helehcks lately
fprung up in the woxld cowmorly called Qnakersywhe

take

* See Hift, Maffuchufetts; p. g1,
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take upon rhem that they are immediately fent from
God, and infaliibly affitted by the Spirit, who yet fpeak
and write blafphemous opinions, defpife government,
and the order of God in church and commonwealth,
fpeaking evil of dignities, . ‘
¢t Oidered, T'hat whofoever thall bring, or caule to
be broughr, any knowa Quaker or Qunakers, or other
lafphemons hereticks, fhall forfeit the fum of £.50.”
Alfo, if a Quaker come into this jurifdi®ion on civil
bufinefs, the time of his ftay fhall be limited by the
—-eivil-authority,-and-he fhall not ufe any means to-cor- -
rupt or feduce others.— On hiz firft arrival; he fhaltap-
pear before the magiilrate, and from him have licenfe
to pafs on hisbufincfs. And (for the better prevention
of hurt to the people) have cne or more to attend upon
him at his charge, &c.  The penalties in cafe of difo-
bedience were whippiong, imprifonment, labour, and a
deprivation of all converfe with any perfon.  For the
feeond offence, the perfon was to be branded in the hand
with the letter H 3 to fuffer imprifonment, and be put
to Jabour. For the third, to be branded in the other
band, imprifoned, &c. as before. For the fourth, the
offender was to have his tongue bored through with a
red hot iron, imprifoned, and kept to labour, until fent
awav at their own charge. Any perfon who thould
attempt to defend the fentiments of the Quakers, was,
for the third offence, to be {entenced to banithment.
~ Had the pious framers-of thefe laws paid a due at-
tention to the excellent advice of that fagacious do&or
of the law, Gamalidl, they weuld, perhaps, have been
prevented from the adoption of {uch fevere and unjufti-
fiable meafures. This wife man, when his countrymen
were about to be outrageous in perfecutieg the apoftles,
addrefled them in the following words, which merit to
be cngraved in letters of gold : ¢ Rerrain From
THESE MEN, AND LET THEM ALONE : FOR IF THIS
COUNSEL OR THIS WORK BE OF MEN, IT WILL COME
TO KOUGHT : BUT 1F 1T BE OF GOD, YE CANNOT
OVERTHROW IT ; LEST HAPLY YE BE FOUND EVEN FO
_F1GHT acaiNsT Gon. - This divine maxim was but
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little attended to in times of perfecution. Our anceltors
frem to have lcft it to pofterity to make the important
difcovery, that perfecution is the dire@ method to
multiply its objeéls.

But thefe people, who have becn fo much cenfured’
and ridiculed; had perhaps as many virtnes as their
polierity 3 and had they an advocate to defend their
caufe, he no doubt might find as broad a field for ridi-
enle, and as jult a foundationtor cenfure, in the furvey -
of modern manners, as has been afiorded in any period:

fiace .hc fcttlcmcnt of America. It would be wife

then o the woderns; who ftand—clev:

fhoulders of their ancellors, with the book of #heir ex-
perience {pread before them, to improve their virtues.
and veil their faults, )

In 1672, the laws.of the colony were revifed, and
the general court ardered them to be printed ; and allo,
that *¢ every fam:ly thould buy une of the law books,
Such as pay in filver, to have » book for twelve pence ;.
fuch as pay in wheat, to pay a peck and a half a book ;.
aod fuch as pay in pnal'e, to pay two fhillings a book,
the peafe at three fbillings the bufnel.”’ Puhaps it is
owing to this carly 2nd unive.fal fpread of law books,
that the people of Conuegticut aie, to this day, fo
fond of the law.

Connc&icut has ever made rapid 1dvamcs in popu-
lation. I'here has been more emvigrations from this,.
than from any of he other ftaies, and yet it is at pre-
fent full of inhabitants.  This increale, under the di-
vine benetition, may be afcribed to feveral caufes.
‘The bulk of theinbabitants are induftrious hufbandmen.
Thetr farms furnith them with all the neceffaries, moft
of the conveniencics, and but few of the luxuries of life.
‘I'hey of courfe mult be generally temperate, and if
they choofe, can {ubhit with as much independence as
is confiftent with happinc(s.  The fubfilence of the
farmer is fubftantial, and does not depend on incidental
circumitances, like that of moft other profcflions.
There is no oeceflity of ferving an apprenticethip to.
the buimtf», nor of: a Jarge ock of wouey to com-
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mence it to advantage. Farmers, who deal much in
bartcr, have lefs need of money than any other clafs
of people. The cafe with which a comfortable fub-
filtence is obtained, induces the hufbandman to marry
young. The cultivation of his farm makes him ftrong
aond healthful. He rtoils cheerfully through the day ;
cats the fruit of his own labour with a gladfome heart
at night, devoutly thanks his bounteous God for his
daily bleffings, retires to reit, and his fleep is fweet.
Such circumitances as thefe have gieatly contributed
to the amazing inereafe of inhabitants-in-this -flate.
nder a free government, and
have no ft‘ar of a tyrant. There are no overgrown
eftates, with rich and ambitious landlords, to have an
uodne and pernicions influence in the ele@ion of civil
officers. Pnopc~ iy is equally enough divided, and muft
continue to be {o, @s long as eflates defcend as they
now do. No perfon is prohibited from voting, or from
being elected into office, on account of his poverty.
He who has the maft merit, not he who has the molt
money, is generally chofen into publick office. As
inftances of this, it is to be obferved, that many of the
citizens of Conne&icut, from the humble walks of life,
have arifen to the firft offices in the ftate, and filled
them with dignity and reputation. - That bafe bufinefs
of ele&ioneering, which is fo dire&ly calculated to in-
troduce wicked and defigning meu into office, is yet
but little known in Conneflicut. A man who wiflics
to be chofen into office, aéts wifely, for that end, when
he keeps his defires to himfclf,

The revolution, which fo effentially affcCted the
governments of moft of the colonies, produced no very
perceptible alteration inthe government of Conneicur,
While under the jurifdi€tion of Great-DBritain, they
ele@ed their own Governors, and all {fubordinate eivil
officers, and made their own laws, in the fame manner,
and with as little control as they now do. Coaneéticut
has ¢ver been a republick, and perhaps as perfeét and
as happy a .cpublick as has ever exifted. While other
itatcs,more iwonarchical in their government and man-

ners,



