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N E W-Y O R K. 1y

ners, have been under a neceflity of undertaking the
ditficult tafic of altering their old, or forming new con-
ftirutions. and of changing their monarchical for re-
pudblican maaners,ConncQicur has uninterruptedly pro-
ceeded in her old track, both as to government and
_manncers 3 and, by thele means, has avoided thofe con-
viiticus which have rent otlier Ilates into violent pa:tics.

miles,

Length 3507, . §40° 40" and 45° N. Latitude.
Breadth3oo § "1 5°Wettand1° 30/ E. Longit.

OUNDED fouth.caitwardly, by the Atlantick
ocean ; eaft, by Connecticut, Maflachufetts and
Vermont ; north, by the 45th degree of latitnde,
which divides it frcm Canada ; north-weltwardly, by
the river Iroquois, or St. Lawrence, and the Lakes
Ontario and Erie ; fouth-wefl and fouth, by Penn-
{fyivania and New-Jerfcy. The whole ftate contains
about 44,000 {quare miles, equal to 28,160,000 acres.
Rivers,] Hudfon's viver is one of the largelt and
finek rivers in the United States. It rifes in the
mountainous country between the Lakes Ontario and
Champlain. Its length is about 250 miles. Tle
courfe of the river from Lake George to Mew-York,
where it emptics into York bay, is very uniformly
fouth, 1z or 15° weft.  From Albaay to Lake George
is fixty-five miles. ‘This diftance, the river is naviga-
ble only for batteausx, aud has two po:tages; occalioned
by falls, of half a mile each.

The tide flows a few miles above Albany, which i
160 miles from New-York. It is navigable for floops
‘of 8o tonms to Albany, and for fhips to Hudfon.
About 60 miles above New-York, the water becomes

frcth,
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The river St. Lawrence divides this ttate from Can-
ala. It viies in l.ak: Ontario, runs north-eatward,
em:bofoms Moatreal, wisich ftands upon an iffand, pafl:s
by Quebec, and empties by a broad mouth into tie
bay ¢r St. Lawrence. ' :

Or« i dago siver rifes in the lake of the fame name,
auns weftwerdly into Lake Ontario at Ofwego.

Mchawks river rifes to the novthward of Fort Stan-
wix, and 1ens fouthwardly to the fort, then eaftward
110 miles into the Hudfon. The Cohoez, in this
river, are a great curiofity. They are about two miles

from its entrance into the Hudfon. The riverisabout
100 vards widce 3 the reck over which it pours, as over
a mill-dam, extends almoft in a line from one fide of
the river to the other, and is about thirty feet perpen-
dicular height.  Tncluding the defcent above, the fall
is as much as fixty or feventy feec.  The rocks below,
in fome places, are worn many feet decp by the con-
ftant friGtion of the water. The view of this tremen-
dous cataraét is diminithed by the height of the baoks
on each fide of the river.

T'yoza river rifes in the Allegany mountains, runs
caftwardly, and empties into the Sufquehannah at Ty-
oga point. It is beatable about fifty miles.

Seneca river rifes in the Seneca country, and empties
into the Onondago tiver, a little above the falls. It
is boatable from the lakes downwards.

Cheneflee river rifes ncar the fource of the Tyoga,
and runs northwardly by the Cheneflce caftle and flats,
and empfies into Lake Ontaiio, cighty miles caft of
Niagara fort. :

The fettlements already made in this (tate,are chiefly
upon two narrow oblongs, extending from the city of
New-York. eatt and north. The one eaft, is Long-
Ifland, which is 140 miles long, and narrow, and fur-
rounded by the fea. The one extending north isabout
——forty miles in breadth, and bife@ed by the Hudfon.

And fuch is the interfeGion of the whole {tate, by the

branches of the Hudfoa, the Delaware, the Suiquehan-

nah, and other rivers which have been mentioned, that
there
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there are few places throughont its whole extent, that
are more than fifteen or twenty miles from fome boat-
able or navigable fiream.

Bays and Lakes.] York bay, which is nine miles
iong and four broad, f{preads to the {outhward before
the city of New-York. Itis formed by the conflu-
ence of the Ealt and Hudlon’s rivers, and embofoms
{everal fmall iflands, of which Goverror’s ifland 'is the
principal. It communicates with the ocean throngh
the Narrows, between Staten and Long Iflands, which
are {cavcely two miles apart.  The paffage up to New-
York, from Sandy-Hook, the point of land that ex-
tends. fartheft into the fea, is fafe, and not above
twenty miles in length. The common navigation is
between the eaft and welt banks, in about twenty-two
feet water. Therc is a light-houfe at Sandy-Hook,
on Jerfey fhore,

South bay is the fouthern branch or head of Lake
Champlain. It commences at the falls of a creek,
which is navigable feveral miles into the country, and
forms moft excellent .meadows. From the falls to
‘Ticonderoga is thirty miles. The bay is generally
half a mile wide near the head, but in feveral places
below, a mile. Its banks are fteep hills or cliffs of
rocks, generally inacceflible. At Ticonderoga, this
bay unites with Lake George, which comes from the
fouth-weft, towards the Hudfon, and is about thirty-
five miles long, and one mile broad. A fter their union,
they are contradted to a {mall breadth, between Ti-
conderoga, on the weft, and Mount Independence, on
the eaft. They then open ito Lake Champlain- be-
fore defcribed. .

Oneida Lake lies about twenty miles weflt of Fort
Stanwix, and extends weftward about 25 miles.

Salt Lake is fmall, and empties into Seneca river,
foon after its jun&ion with the Onondago river. This
lake is ftrongly impregnatcd with faline particles, which
circumftance gave rife to its name. The Indians make
their falt from it. :

L . Lake
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Lalke O#figo, at the head of Sufquehannah river, is

zbout niuc miles long, and narrow. .

. Caniaderago Lake is nearly as large as Lake Otfego,
and fix miles weflt of it. A ftream, by the name of-
Oaks Creek, iflues from it, and falls into the Sufque-
hannah river, about five miles below Otfego. The
belt cheefe in the ftate of New-York is made upon
this creek. :

Chatoque Lake is the fource of Conawongo river,
which emptigs into the Allegany. From the north-
welt part of this lake to Lake Erie, is nine miles, and
~was once a_communication ufed by the French.

Face of the Country, Soil and Produdtions.] The flate,
to {peak generally, is interfcGed by ridges of moun-
tains runuing in a north-eaft and fouth-weit dire&ion.
Beyond the Allegany mountains, however, the coun-
try is a dead level, of a fine, rich foil, covered in its
natural ftate with maple, beach, birch, cherry, black
walnut, locuft, hickorz,and fome mulberry trees. On
the banks of Lake Erie are a few chefnut and oak ridges.
Hemlock {wamps are interfperfed thinly through the
country. -All the creeks that empty into Lake Erie
have falls, which afford many excellent mill-feats.

Eaft of the Allegany mountains, the country is
broken into hills, with rich intervening vallies. The
hills are clothed thick with timber, and when cleared,
afford fine pafture ; the vallies, when cultivated, pro-
duce wheat, hemp, flax, peafe, grafs, oats, Indian corn.

Of the commodities produced. from culture, wheat
is the ftaple, of which immenfe quantities are raifed,
and exported. Indian corn and peale are likewile
raifed for exportation ; and rye, oats, barley, &c. for
home confumption. * .

The beft lands in this Rate lie along the Mohawks
river, and weft of the Allegany mountains, and are vet
in a ttate of nature, or are juft beginning to be fettled.

Civil Divifions, Population, $F¢.]  This Rate is di-
vided into fourteen counties ; which are divided into a

pumber . townfhips, as in the fullowing TABLE.

CouNTIES.
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TotaiNe.

2 jApportion-jo

23 e of % mentof a} © €

CounTtres. | Chief Towns. Inhabits.] = tax of ' | S 2
in1786. | M ,(,'.24,ccoiz &

) New-York, Nec"'i';‘,[mk’ 23,614] 2103 £.61c0, +
Ys '
Albany, Albany, 72,360] 4650 2950| 15
e Eaft Ham-pton ' o oot
Saffolk, Huntington, ’| 13,793] 1068 2000] 8
Qucens, Jamaica, 13,0851 2183 2ccc) 6
Ve AFlatbuth, | . ol S—
j\'_"a‘;i:k/‘ Bﬁ—,ﬁryf;’ - '*“’—5:9‘561 ’31?#—"9“1’#6—

Richmend, }[Richmond, 3,152 693 45c| 4

. Bedford . enl. . "
Weit Chefter, ‘:Vh'ltcpl’;{}ns, 20,554} 12350 1700} 2%

Gothe T el

O—range, Or.mgrc\: 14,0627 8358 12c0{ 6

1 Ulfter, Kingfton, 22,143] 2662 1700| 13
Dutchefs, Poughkeepfie, 32,6361 1645 " 25350 Iz

. H udl:.tn o . i

Columbia*, Kinderhoc:k, 1250
Wathington, {Salem, 4,436 15 4c0f o9
Clinton*, Platiburgh, . 4
Montgomery,|Johnftown, 15,0571  4¢5 80| o9
Tat.fourteen. 238,897/18,889] £.24,0c0| 120

The number of inhabitants in this ftate, in 1786,
was 238,897 ; of which 18,889 were uegrces. By
the cenfus taken in 1790, it appears that there were
then 324,127.

The unhappy fpirit of difaffe&ion and Jeﬂjrt}ufy———
which formerly fubfifted, in a high degree, between the
province of New-York and the New- England colonies,

4 has,

* Thefe twa counties were not conftituted in 1786, when the above

enumeration was made, and were included in fome cf the other
counties.

+ Notmentioned in the aft. - - ' -
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has, fince the revolution, in a great meafure fubfided,
and the growingliberality of both parties,and awife and:
harmonizing government, will, it is probable, foon rife
{uperior to all local prejudices, compofe all differences,
whether they are of a political, commercial or national
kind, and form the whole into one Land of affc@ionate
BroTHERS. . :

The Englith language is generally fpoken through-
out the flate, but is not a little corrupted by the Dutch
diale&, which is fill [poken in fome counties. But as

_ Durch fchoals are_almef, if not wholly difcontinued,

to be nfed at all.  Aad the increafe of Englifh {chools
has already had a perceptible effeét in the improvement
of the Englith language. .
The manners and chara&terof the inhabitants of every
celony or flate, will take their colouring in a greater or
lefs degree, from the peculiarmanners of the firft fettlers.
It is much more natural for emigrants to a fettlement to
adopt the cuftoms of the original inhabitants, than the

“contrary, even though the emigrants fhould, in a length

of time, become the moll numerous.  Hence it is that
the neatunefs, parfimony and indufiry of the Dutch were
early imitated by the firt Englifh fettlers in this pro-
vince, and, until the revolution, formed a diftinguifhing
trait in their provincial chara&er. It is fill difcerni-
ble, though in a much lefs degree, and will probably
continue vifible many years to come.

|

Befides the Dutch and Englith already mentioned,

there are in this ftate many emigrants from Scotland,
Ireland, Germany, and fome from France.* The
principal part of thefe are fettled in the city of New-
York ; and retain the manners, the religion, and fome
of them, the langua@e of their refpective countries.
. Chief

* The emigrants from France, why were Proteftants, came over
after the unjuft revocation of the edi¢t of Nantz, in 1685, Itis re-
markable that among the defcendants of thefe French Proteftants,
there have been three Prefidents of Congrefs, viz. the Honourable
Henry Laurens, Elias Boudinot and John Jay, Efquires. Mr. Lau-
rens and Mr. Jay have been Amballadors at toreign courts—Mr. Jay
is now Chief Juitics of the United States, and Mr. Boudinota Re-
© prelimrative in Corgrefe. o ‘
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Chief Towns.] There are three incorporated cities
ta this ftate ; New-York, Albany and Hudfcn.

New- Yorkis the capital of the {tate,and ftands on the
fouthwe(t point of an ifland, at the confiuence of Hudfon
and Eaft Rivers. The principal pait of the city lies
on the eaft fide of the ifland,although the buildings ex-
tend from one river to the other. . The length of the
city on Eaft River is about two miles ; but falls much
thort of that diitance on the banks of the Hudfon. Its

__breadth on au average, is nearly-three fourthsof amile;
__and_its circumference-may be four mitess— The houfes™
are generally built of brick, and the roofs tiled.

The publick buildings are Federal Hall, which is a
renovation of the old city hall, fitted up for the. ac-
commodation of Congrefs, under the dire&tion of the
ingenions Monf, L’Enfant.—It is one of the moft ele-
gant buildings in the United States. The other pub-
lick buildings are churches, belonging to the follow-
ing denominations, viz.

Dutch, 3 Baptifts, 2 Methodifts, 2z
Prelbyterians, 4] Roman Cath- Jews Syna-
Epifcopalians, 3| . olick, I gogue, !
German, Lu- I Quaker, I French Prot-
theran and} 3 Moravians, 1 _eftant [out } i
Calvinifts, of repair)

The government of the city (which was incorporated
in 1696) is now in the hands of a Mayor, Aldermen
and Common Council.

This city is efteemed the moft eligible fituation for
commerce in the United States. It almoflt neceffz-
rily commands the trade of one half New-Jerfey, moft
of that of Connetticut, and part of that of Maflachu-
fetts ; befides the whole fertile interior country, which
is penetrated by one of the largeft rivers in America.
This city imports moft of the goods confumed between
a line of thirty miles eat of Conoeficut river, and
twenty miles welt of the Hudfon, which is 130 wiles,
and between the ocean and confines of Canada, ahout
250 miles ; a confiderable portion of which is the belt
peopled of any part of the United States, and the whole
territory contains at leaft half'a million people, or one
fixsth_of the inhabitants of the unicn. . .

L2
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A want of good water is a great inconvenience u
the citizens ; there being few wells of good water in -
the city. Moft of the people are fupplied every day
with frefh water, conveved to their doors in caftks,
from a.pump near the head of Queen-fireet.

New-York is-the gayet place in America. The

-+ ladies, in the richnefs and brilliancy of their drefs, are

not furpaflcd in any city in the United States. They,
however, are not folely employed in attentions to drefs.
There are many who are ftudious to add to their briili-

ant external accomplithmeunts, the more brilliant and

laftiog accomplifhments of the mind. Nor have they
been unfuccefsful ; for New-York can boaft of great
numbers of refined tafte, whofe minds are highly im-
proved, and whofe converfation is as inviting as their
perfonal charms. Tin&ured with a Dutch education,
« they manage their families with good economy and
fingular neatnefs.

An inquirer, who would wifh to acquaint himfelf
with the true ftate of the people of New-York, their
manners and government, would naturally afk the citi-
zens for their focieties for the enceuragement of fci-
ences, arts, manufaCtures,&c. ! For their publick libra-
ries ? Fof the patrons of literature ? Their well regu-
lated-academies ? For their female academy for inftruét-
ing young ladies in geography, hiftory, belles lettres,
&c. ? Such inquiries might be made with propriety,
but could not, at prefent, be anfwered fatisfa&torily.
New-York contained, in 1786, 3340 houfes and about
23,000 inhabitants. In 1760, 30,022 inhabitants.

- ALBANY is fitvated upon the welt fide of Hudfon’s
river, 160 miles north of the city of New-York., It
contains upwards of 600 houfes, built in the Old Dutch
. Gothick ftyle, with the gable end to the fireet, which
cuftom the firft fcttlers brought with them from Hol-
land. The inhabitants are a colle@ion from almoft all
parts of the porthern world. As great a variety of
languages are {poken in Albany, asin any town in the
United States. Adventurers, in purfuit of wealth, are
led here by the advantages for trade which this place

affords.
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affords. Situated on one of the fineft rivers-in the
world, at the head of loop navigation, furrounded witk
a rich and extenfive back country, and the ftore houfe
of the trade to and from Canada and the Lakes, it muft
flourith, and the inhabitants cannot but grow rich.
Hudfon, however, is their rival. Other rivals may
fpring up.
Hupson has had the moft rapid growth of : any place
in America, if we except Baltimore, in Maryland. Tt —
is-fituated on the caft fide of Hudfon’s river, 130 miles

north of New:York, and thirty miles fouth of Albany.

It is furrounded by an extenfive and fertile back coun-
try, and in proportion to its fize and population, car-
rics on a large trade.

Trade.] The fituation of New-York, with refpe&t
to foreign markets, has decidedly the preference to
any of the ftates. It has at all feafons of the year, a
fhort and eafy accefs to the ocean. We have alrcady
mentioned that it commands the trade of a great pro-
portion. of the beft fettled, and beft cultivated parts of

.the United States. ,

Their exports to the Welt-Indies are, bifcuit, peafe,
Indian corn, apples, onions, boards, ftaves, horfes, fheep,
butter, cheefe, pickled oyfters, beef and pork. But
wheat is the ftaple commodity of the ftate, of which no
lefs than 677,700 bufhels were exported in the year
1775, befides 2,555 tons of bread, and 2,828 tons of
flour. Infpe&tors of flour are appointed to prevent im-
pofitions, and to fee that none is exported but that
which is deemed by them merchantable. Befides the
above mentioned articles, are exported flax-feed, cotton
wool, farfaparilla, coffee, indigo, rice, pig iron, bar
iron, pot ath, pearl ath, furs, deer fkins, log wood, fuf-

tick, mahogany, bees wax, oil, Madeira wine, rum, tar,
pitch, turpentine, whale fins, fith, fugars, molaffes, falt,.
tobacco, lard, &c. but moft of thefe articles are im-
ported for re-exportation. In the year 1774, there
were employed, in the trade of this ﬂate, 1075 veflels,
whofe tonnage amounted to 40,812
: : .- : Medicinal
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Medicinal Springs.] The moft noted fprings in this
ftate arc thofe of Saratoga. - Theyare—cight or nine in
number, fitvated in the margin of a marfh, formed by
a branch of Kayadaroffora Creek, about twelve miles
welt from the confluence of Fifh Creck and Hudfon’s

_River. They are furrounded by a rock of a peculiar
kind and nature, formed by the petrefaétion of the

- water. One of them rifes above the furface of the
carth five or fix fect, in the form of a pyramid.

The effe€ts which the water produces upon the hu-
——man—boedy-are—various; the natural operation of it,
—-when-takeny s cathartick; in _fome inltances an eme-

tick. As it is drank, it produces an agreeable fenfa-
ticn in pafling over the organs of tafte, but asfoon as it
18 {wallowed, there fucceeds an unpleafant tafte, and
the eruétations which take place afterwards caufe a

- pungency very fimilar to that produced by a draught
of cider or beer, in a ftate of fermentation.

The following curions experiments made on thefe
waters, were extrated from Dr. Mitchell’s Journal.

¢ A young turkey held a few inches above the wa-
ter in the crater of the lower fpring, was thrown into
convulfions in lefs than half a minute, and, gafping,
fhewed figns of approaching death ; but on removal
from that place, and expofure to the Freth air, revived,
and became lively.  On immerfion again for a minute
in the gas, the bird was taken out languxd and mo-
tionlefs.

¢ A fmall dog put into tbc fame cavity, and made
to breathe the contained air, was, in lefs than one
minute, thrown into convulfive motions—made to pant
for breath, and laftly to lofe entirely the power to cry
or move ; when taken out, he was too weak to ftand,
but {oon, in the common air, acquired firength enough
to rife and ftagger away. - .
" ¢ A treut, recently caught, and brifkly fwimming in
a pail of brook water, was carefully put into a veffel
jult filled from the fpring ; the fith was inftantly agi-
tated with violent convulfions, gradually loft the ca-
pacity to move and ponfe itfelf, grew ftupid and in-
{enGible, and in a few minutes was dead. ‘A
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¢ A candle repeatedly lighted and let down near the
furface of the water; was fuddenly extinguifhed, and
mot a veftige of light or fire remained on the wick.’

The fprings at New-Lebanon, in this ftate, are
much celebrated, and are frequented, with various f{uc-
¢efs, by great numbers of invalids. -

Literature.]  Since the revolution the literature of
the ftate has engaged the attention of the legiflature.
In one of their late feffions an a& pafled, conflituting
twenty-one gentlemen (of whom the Governor and
Licutenant-Governor, for the time being, are members B
ex officiis) a body corporate and politick, by the name
and ftyle of ¢ The Regents of the Univerfity of the ftate
of New-York.” They are entrulted withithe care of
literature in general in the ftate, and have power to
grant charters of incorporation. for ere@ting colleges
and academies throughout the ftate—are to vifit thefe
inltitutions as often as they fhall think proper, and re-
port their flate to the legiflature once a year. A}l
degrees above that of matter of arts are to be con-
ferred by the regente,

Kings College, which was founded in 1754, is now
called Corumsia CorLege. This college, by an a&t
of the legiflature paffed in the fpring of 1787, was
put uander the care of twenty-four gentlemen, who are a.
body corporate, by the name and ftyle of ¢ The Truftees
of Columbia College, in the city of New-York.” This
body pofleffes all the powers vefted in the Governors
of Kings College before the revolution, or in the Re-
gents of the Univerfity fince the revolution, fo far as
their powers refpe& this inftitution.

The library and mufeum were deftroyed during
the war. The philofophical apparatus coft about 300
guineas. Until the revolution the college did not
flourith. The plan uvpon which it was originally—
founded was contra&ed, and its fitvation unfavour-
able. The former objetion is removed, but the latter
muft remain. It has betwecen thirty and forty ftu-
deats, in four clafles. The number for feveral years
has been increafing.  The officers of inftru&ion and

xmm:dlatc
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immediate government are, a prefident, profeflfor of
languages, profeflor of mathematicks, profeflor of
logick and rhetorick, profeflor of natural philofophy,
profeflor of geography, and a profeflor of moral pi-
lofophy. There are many other profeflors belonging
to the univerfity, but their profeflorfhips are merely
honorary. o

There are feveral academies in the flate. One is at
Flatbufh, a pleafant, healthy village, in Kings coun-
ty, on Long-Ifland, called Erafmus Hall. Another at
Eaft- Hampton, on the eaft end of Long-Ifland, by tke

‘name of CLinToN Acabemy. There are other acad-

emies, or more properly grammar-fchools, in different
parts of the ftate.

Religion.] The various religious denominations in
this flate, with the number of their refpeétive congre-
gations, in 1788, were as follows.

Denominations. No. Cong. | Denominations. No. Cong.
Englith Prefbyterian, 87 | German Lutheran, 12
Dutch Reformed, 66 | Moravians, 2
(Including fix of the German | Methodifts, 1
language.) . Roman Catholick, b
Baptifts, 30 | Jews, I
Epifcopalians, 26 | Shakers, unknown.
Friends or Quakers, 20 o .

Conflitution.] 'The fupreme legiflative powers of the
ftate are vefled in two branches, a Semate and Affembly.
The members of the Senate are ele@cd by the free-
holders of the fate, who poffefs frechold eftates to the
value of f.100, clear of dcbts.” For the purpofe of
eleCting Senators, the fate is divided into four great
diftri€ts, each of which choofes a certain number.

The Affembly of the ftate is compofed of Repre-
fentatives fram the feveral counties, chofen annually
in May.

‘Every male inhabitant of full age, who has refided
in the flate fix months preceding the day of cle&ion,
and poflefling a frechold to the value of twenty pounds,
in the county where he is to give his vote ; or has
*~1ted a tenemeat therein of the yearly value of forty

fhillfngs,



4

N EW.Y O R K 131

Thillings, and has been rated and a&ually paid taxes, is
entitled to vote for reprefentatives in aflembly. The
number of reprefentatives is limited to three hundred.
Lhe prefent number is fixty-five. '

The fupreme executive power of the Rate is vefted
in a Govrrnor, chofen once in three years by the free-
men of the ftate. The Licutenant-Governor is, by his__
office, Prefident of the Scnate ; and, upon an equal
divifion of voices, has a cafting vote ; but has no voice
on other occafions. The Governor has not a feat in

the Legiflature ; but as a member of the Council of

Revilion and Council of Appointment, he has a vatt in-
fluence in the ftate.  The Council of Revifion is com-
pofed of the Chancellor, the Judges of the Supreme
Court or any of them, and the Governor.

Iflands.] There are three IsLanbs of note belong-
ing to this ftate ; viz. Zork-I/land, which has already
been defcribed, Long- Ifland and Staien-Ifland.

Long-IsLanD extends from the city of New-York
caft, 140 miles, and terminates with Mountauk poiat.
It is not more than ten miles in breadth, on a medium,
and is feparated from Conne&icut by Long-Ifland
found. The ifland is divided into three counties :
King’s, Queen’s and Suffolt.

The fouth fide of the ifland is flat land, of a light
fandy foil, bordered on the fea coalt with large trats
of falt meadow, extending from the weft point of the
ifland to Southampton. This foil, however, is well
calculated for raifing grain, efpecially Indian corn.
The wvorth fide of the ifland is hilly, and of a ftrong
foil,adapted to the culture of grain, hay and fruit. A
ridge of hills extends from Jamaica to Southhold.
Large herds of cattle feed upon Hampftead plaiu, aud
on the falt marfhes upon the foath fide of the ifland.
Hampftead plain, in Queen’s county, is a curiofity. It
is fixtcen miles in length, eaft and weft, and feven or
eight miles wide. The foil is black, and to appearance
rich, and yet it was never known to have any natural
growth, but a kind of wild grafs, and a few fhrubs. It
is frequented by valt numbers of plover. Rye grows

' ’ tolcrably
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‘tolerably well on fome: parts of the plain. The moft
of it lies common for catile, horfes and fheep. As
there is nothing to impede the profpe& ia the whole
length of this plain, it has a curious but tirefome effeét
upon the eye, not unlike that of the ocean.

Staten- Ifland lies nine miles fouthwelt of the city of
New-York, and forms Richmond county. It is about
eighteen m;les in length, and, at a mediumn, fix or feven
in breadth. Ou the fouth fide is a confiderable traét of
level, good land ; -but the ifland in general is rough,

~MW ~Richmond is the only town of -

, and that is a poor, iaconfider-

able place. The inhabitants are principally Dutch
and French.

Hiflory.] Hudfon’s river was firt difcovered in
1608, by Henry Hudfon, an Englithiman, who fold
his claim to the Dutch,

In 1614, the States General granted a patent to
feveral merchants, for an exclufive trade on the river
Hudfon. The fame year this company built a fort oa
the welt fide of the river, near Albany, and named it
Fort Orange.

In 1614, Captam Argall, under Sir Thomas Dale,
Governor of Virginia, vifited the Dutch on Hudfun’s
river, who being unable to refift him, prudently fub-
mitted for the prefent, to the King of England, and
under him to the Governor of Virginia. Dztermined
upon the fettlement of a colony, the States Gene:al,
in 1621, granted the country to the Weft-India Com-
pany ; and in the year 1629, Wouter Van Twiller
arrived at Fort Amfterdam, now New-York, and took
upon him{elf the government.

In Auguft 27, 1664. Governor Stuyvefant furren-
dered the colony to Colenel Nicolls, who had arrived
‘in the bay a_few days before, with three or four thips
and about 300 foldiers, having a commiffion from King
Charles the II. to reduce the place, which then was
called New-Amfterdam, but was changcd to New-
York, as was Fort Orange to Albany, in honour of -
his Royal Highnefs James, Dukc of York andb Al--

any.
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bany. Very fcw of the inhabitants thought proper 1o
remove out .of the conntry ; and their numerous de-
{cendants are fHill in many parts of this flate, and
New-Jerfey.

In 1667, at the peace of Breda, New-York wag
confirmed to the Englith, who, in cxchange, ceded
Surinam to the Dutch.

The Eunglifh kept peacezble poffeflion of the country
until the year 1673, when it was taken by the Dutch,
but was reftored to the Englifh the following veat.

The French, in 1689, in order to detach the fix na«
tions from the Britifth intereft, fent out feveral parties
againft the Englith colonies. One of the parties, con-
:fling of about 2co French, and fome of the Caghnu-
'aga Indians, commanded by D’Ailldebout, De Mantel
znd Le Moyne, was intended for New-York. But by
the advice of the Indians, they determined firft to at-
tack Skeneftady. For this place they accn*dmgly
direCted their courfe, and afier twenty days mau.h, in
the depth of winter, through the fnow, carrymg their
provifions on their backs, they arrived in the nugh-
bourhood of Skeneétady, on the §th of February, 16go.
Suach was the extreme diftrefs to which they were re-
duced, that they had thoughts of furrendering them-
felves prifoncrs of war. But their fcouts, who were a
‘day or two in the village entirely unfufpeéted, returned
‘with fuch encouraging accounts of the abfolute fecu-
rity of the people, thut the enemy determined on the
aitack. - They entered on Saturday night, about cleven
‘o’clock, at the gates, which were found unfhut ; ‘and
that every houfe might be invelted at the fame time,
divided into fmali parties of fix or feven men. The ir--
their doo*s were broke open. I\cx'er were peop‘e in a
more wretched conlternation. Before thev were rifen
from their beds, the enemy entered their houles, ard
began the perpetration of the moft inhuman barbarities.
No tongue can exprefs the craelties that were coms
mitted. The whole village was inftantly in a blaze.

Women with child rippe d open, and their infants calt
b’I . : ints



