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Iiength 28

Brcad(h 1)

it from the ftate of New-York;
Maryland, and Virginia ;

PLEN N~S~YLVAN I A,

LA L/L .

} beyiwveen {

9° 43 "and 42° N. Latitade.
o® 20'Eaft, and 5°W. Long.

OUNDED ecaft,- by Delaware river ;» north, by
the parallel of 4£2° north latitude, which. divides

fouth, by Delaware,

weft, by a part of Virgioia

and the Weftern Territory. The flate lies in the form
of a paraliclogram, and contains about 44,9co fquare
rmles, equal to about 28,800,c00 acres.

- Civil Dw_fom 7 Pennfylvania is divided into tweuty
-counties; which, with their county towns,
&c. are mentioned in the follm\.ng TABLTE,

“fituation,

CounTiEs. [County Towns. Sitaation. Mires, &e.
Philadeiphi. ( ciry )IPhiladelphia, |On Delaware R.
Sheﬁer, A Wet-Chefter, [On Deiawure R, ironore.
Philadelphia, 1Philadelphia, |On Delawure R, i
Bucks, Newton, On Dzlaware. R. |Iron ore. §
Montgomery, Norritton, On Schuylk. K. lrencre,
Lancatter, ALancafter, On Sufqueh. R. |lron are.
Daupbir, Louithurg, On Suigueh.. R. C
Berks, Reading, JOn Schuylk. R. JCoaim &<,
Northampton, Eafton, On Delawuie R. |Tron ore.
“Luzerne, Wiikiborough, |On Sufquch. R. jCoal mine;
York, Yor Oa Sutqueh. R. {lroa or:.
| Cumberland, Carm 1, 1On Sufqueh. R, |Leadm. &c
Northumberiand, {Sunbury, On w. branch S. |- -
Franklin,. Chamberftowr, |On Sufqueh. R.} |
Bediord, Bedtord, » Oa Janiatta - R. JIron m.&c
Huntinedon, |Huntingdon, |On Juniatta R. |Coalmine:
‘Wertmoreiand, Q(;reniburg, On Allegany R, {Coal mines
Fayette, :Union, On Monongahe.
Waihington, Wathington, {S. W. cor. ftate.
Atlegany;—— —{Pittiburg, On Allegany R. 3
N - Rivers.}
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 Rivers.] 'There are fix confiderable rivers, which,
‘with their numerous branches, peninfulate the whole
ftate ; viz. the Delaware, Schuylkill, Sufquehannah,
Yohogany, Monongahcla, and Allegany. From the
—mouth of Delaware bay, where Delaware river emptics
into the ocean, to Philadelphia, is reckoned 118 miles.
So far there is a fufficient depth of water for a feventy-
four-gun fhip. TFrom Philadclphia to Trenton Falls'is -
thirty-five miles. This is the head of floop navigation.
The river is ravigable for boats that carry cight or nice

~_tons, forty miles further, and for Indian canoes, ex-

cept {everal {mall falls or portagss, one hundred and
fifty miles. . -

The Schupllifl rifes north-weft of the Kittationy
mountains, through which it paffes into a fine cham-
paign country, and runs, from its fource, upwards of
une hundred and twenty miles in a fouth-ealt dire&ion,
and fulls iato the Dclaware three miles below Philadel-

hia. ’
! The Sufquebannak river rifes in lake Otfego, in the
flate of New-York, and runs in fuch 2 winding courfe
as to crofs the boundary line between New-York and
Pennfylvaunia three times. It falls into the head of -
Chefapeck bay, juft below. Havre de Grace. It is
about a mile wide at its mouth, and is navigable for fea
- veflels but'about twenty miles, on account of its rapids.
d'he banks of this viver are very romantick, particu-
larly where it paffes through the mountains. This
. paflage has every appearance of having been forced
through by the preflure of the water, or of having been
burft open by fome convulfion in nature. The Yoho-
gany, Monongahela, and Allegany rivers,are welt of the
Allegany mountains, and are all branches of the Ohio.

Mountains, Face of the Country, Soil and Produions.’]
As much as nearly one-third of this ftate may be called
mountainous ; particularly “the counties of Bedford,
Hauntingdon, Cumberland, part of Franklin, Dauphin,
and part of Bucks and Northampton, through which
pafs, under various names, the numerous ridges and
{purs;which-coltetively form what we choofe to c:}ll,
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for the fake of clearnefs, the GREAT RANGE ©0F AL-
LEGANY MouNTaixns.

There is a remarkable diffcrence between thc conn-
try on theeaft and welt fide of the range of mountaias
we have juft been defcribing. Between thefe moun-
tains and the lower falls of the rivers which run into the
Atlantick, not only in this, but in all the fouthern ftates,
are fcveral ranges of ftones, fand, earths and minerals,
which lie in the utmoft confuf'on. Beds of ftone, of
vall extent, partncularl) of lime flone, have their feve-

_ral layers broken in pieces, and the fragments thrown . -
confufedly in_every diretion.- “Between thefe lower
fallsand the ocean, is a very extenfive eollection of fand,
clay, mud and fhells, partly ‘thrown up by the waves of
the fea, partly brought down by floods from the upper
country, and partly produced by the decay of vegetabie
fubftances. The country weltward of the Allegarny
mouantains, in thefe refpes, is totally. dxﬁ'crem. Itis
very 1rrcgular, broken and variegated, but there are no
mountains ; and when viewed frc'n the moft' welter
ridge of the Allegany, it appears to b: a vall extended
plain.  All the various {trata of ftone Z2ppear to have
lain undifturbed in the fitvation wherein they were firft
formed. The layers of clay, fand 20d coal, are nearly

- horizontal. Scarcely a bngh, xr"}.uncc is to be found to
the contrary. Every appearance, in fhort, tends to
confirm the opinicn, that the original cruit, in which
the ftone was formed, has never bren broken up on the
weft fide of the mountains, as it ev‘dcntly has beca
caltward of them.

- The foil is of the various kinds ; in fome parts it is
barren ; a great proportion of the ftate is good land ;
and no inconfiderable part is very good. _Perhaps the
proportion of firlt rate land is not greater in any of the .
Fifteen States.  The richeft part of the ftate that is
fettled is Lancafter county. The richelt that is unfet-
tled, is between Alegany river and Lake Erie, in the
aorth-weft corner of the ftate.

The produce from cultiire confifts of wheat, which
is the ftaple commodity of the {tate, fome rye, Indian

- corn,
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corn, buck wheat, oats, fpeltz, batley, which is now
. raifed in greater quantities than formerly, occalioncd
by the vait confamption of it by the breweries in Phi-
indelphia, hemp, flax and vegetables of all the vaiious
kindscommon tn the climate. Pennfylvania is a good
grazing tountry, and great numbeis of cattle are fed,
and large dairies are kept, but their beef, pork and
“cheefe, are not reckoned {o good as thofe of Connedti-
<ut.and the other parts of New-England ; but their
sutter has been fuppofed fuperior. _

_Climate, Longevity, &7¢c.] _ Nothing different from:
ihat of Conneflicut ; except, that on the weft fide of
the mountains, the weather is. much more regular,
""he inhabitants never feel thofe quick tranfitions from
cold to heat, by a change of the wind from north to
fouth, as thofe fo frequently experience who live ealt--
ward of the mountains, and vear the fca. The hot
fouthwardly winds get chilled by. pafling over the long
chain of Allegany mountains.

This ftate, having been fettled but little more than
a hundired years, is not fufficiently old to determine
from fa&ts the flate of longevity. Among the people.
called Quakers, who are the oldclt fettlers, there are
inftances of longevity, occafioned by their living in the-
old, cultivated counties, and the temperance impofed
on them by their religion.  There are fewer long-lived
people among the Germans, than among other nations,
occafioned by their excefs of labour and low diet. They
Jive chiefly upon vegetables and watery food, that af-
fords too little nourifhment to repair the waite of their
itrength by hard labour.

It has been fuppofed, that nearly one half of the
children born in Philadelphia, die under two years of
age, and chicfly with a difeafe in the ftomach and bow-
¢ls.  Very few dieat-this age in the country.

Population, Charadler, Manners, &c.]  1In 1787, the
inhabitants in Pennfylvania were reckoned at 260,0c0.
By the late cenfus, they are eltimatéd at upwards of
433.000. The population for every {gnare mile is
about nine ; by which it appears that Pennfylvania ,x'.z

i Co C o only.
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only one-fifth as populous as Conneticut. But Con-_

neticur was fettled nearly half a century before Penn-
fylvania ; fo that in order to do juftice to Pennfylva-
nia in the comparifon, we muft anticipate her probable
population fifty years hence.

The inhabitants of the ftate of Pernfvlvama con-
fit chicefly of emigrants from Englanu, Ireland,
Germany and Scotland. The Friends and Epifcopa-
lians are chiefly of Englith extration, and compofe
about oné-third of the inhabitants. They live princi--

pally in the city of. Ph:l-aée!-phfa—aﬁd—rrtimvm—

f Chefter, Philadelphia, Bucks and Moatgomery.
lhe Irith are mofltly Prefbyterians. = Their anceftors
came from the north of Ireland, which: was originally
fettled from Scotland ; lience they have fometimes been
called Scotch Irifh, to denote their double defcent. But
they are commonly and more properly called Irifh, or
tlie defcendants of people from the north of Ireland.

 They inhabit the weftern and frontier counties, and are
numerous. - The Germans compofe one quarter at leaft,
if nota third of the inhabitants of Pennfylvania. They
inhabit the north parts of the city of Philadelphia, and
the counties of Philadelphia, Montgomery, DBucks,
Dauphin, Lancafter, York and Northampton ; moftly
n thie four laft. “They confilt of Lutherans (who are
the molt numerous fet) Calvinilts, Moravians, Menno-
nifts, Tunkers (corruptly called Dunkers) and Swing-
felters, who are a fpecics of Quakers. Thefe are all
diltinguifhed for their temperance,induitryand economy.
TheGermans have ufually fifteen of lixty-nine members °
in the affembly ; and. fome of them- have arifen to the
firft honours in the flate, and now fill a number of the
higher offices. . Yet the lower clafs are very ignorant
and {uperflitious. It is not uncommon to fee them go-
ing to market with a little bag of falt tied to their horfes
__manes,forthe purpofe,they fay,of keeping off the witches.

The Baptifts (except the Menaoniit and Tunker
Baptilts, who are Germans) are chiefly the defcendants
of emlgrants from Wales, and are not numerous. A
proportionate aflemblage of the national prejudices, the -

N-: manaers,
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manners, cultoms, religions and po}mcal fentiments o1
all thefe, will form the Pennfylvanian chara@ter. As-
the leading traits in this chara&er, thus conftituted, we
may venture to mention induftry, frugality, bordering
in fome inflances on pavﬁmony, enterprize, a tafte and
ability for i improvements in mechanicks, in manufac-
tares, in agriculture, in commerce and in the liberal
fciences ; temperance, plainnefs and fimplicity in drefs
and manners ; pride and bum:luy in their extremes ;
inoffenfivenefs and intrigue ; in regard to religion,
varicty and harmnnv 3 llb:rahtv and its oppofites, fu-

pcr‘imon and bxgotry and in politicks an nnhappy
jargon.. Sach appear to be the diltinguifhing traits in
the colle@ive Pennfylvanian charaer.

Religion.]  OfF the great variety of religious denom-
1nations in Pennfylvania, the Frienps or Quaxksirs
are the moft numerous. They were the firlt fettlers
of Pennfylvaniain 1682, under William Penn, and
have ever fince flsurifhed o the free enjoyment of their
reiigion. They neither give titles, nor ufe compliments:
in their converfation or writings, believing that ewhas-
fzever is more than yea, yea, and nay, nay, cometh of evil.
They con‘c'“ntxouﬂy avoid, as unlawful, knecling, bow-
ing, or uncovering the head to any pelfon. icy dif-
card all {uperfluities in drefs or equipage ; all games,
fports and plays, as unbecoming the chriftian. ¢ Swear
not at ail,” s an article.of their Creeo, literally obfervcd
.in its utmoft extent. - They believe 1t unlawful to fight
in any cale whatever 5 and think - that if their enemy-
fuiite them on the-one cheek, they ought to turn bim the oiher
a{/o. They are generally honeft, puntual, and even
pun&ilious in their dealings ; provident for the necefli-
ties of their poor ; friends to humaaity, and of courfe
“enemies to {favery ; ftri€t in their difcipline 5 careful
in the obfervance even of the puntilios in drefs, fpeech
“and manners, which their religion enjoins ; faithful in
the education of their children ; induftricus in their
feveral occupations. In fhort, whatever peceliarities:
and miftekes-thofe of other denominations have fup-
pofzd they have fallen.into, in poiat of religious doc-

trines,
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trines, they have proved themfclves to be good citizens
Next to the Quakers,—the PresByTerIans 2re the
moft numerous. .
There are upwards cf fixty minilters of the Lurnen-
ax and CarvinisT rchigion, who are of German ex-
tra&tion, now in this ftate ; all of whom have one or
more congregations under their care ;5 and many of
them preach in fplendid-and expentfive churches ; and
yet the firfk Lutheran minitter, who arrived in Penn-
{ylvania about forty years ago, was alive in 1787, and

- probably is ftill, “as was alfo the fecond Calviniftical -
minilter.” The Lutherans do oot differ; Toanythiug
¢ffential, from the Epifcopalians ; nor do the Calvin-
iits from the Prefbyterians. -

The Moravians are of German extraion. Of this
religion there are upwards of 1300 fouls in Pennfylva-
nia, viz. between 500 and 600 in Bethlehem, 450 in
Nazarcth, and upwards of 300 at Litiz, in Lancafter
county. They call themfelves the ¢ United Brethren
of the.Proteltant Epifcopal Church.”  They are called
Moravians, becaule the firlt fettlers in the Englith do-
minions were chicfly emigrants from Moravia. _They
profefs to live in ftri@ obedience to the ordinances of
Ciiriit, fuch as the obfervation of the fabbath, infant
baptifm, and the Lord’s-Supper ; and ia addition to
-thefe, they pradtifc © The Foot-wafhing, the Kifs of
I.ove, and the ufe of the Lot ;* for which their rea-
ions, if not conclufive, are yet plaufible. '

. They were introduced into America by Connt Zind-
zendorf, and fettled at Bethlchem, which is their prin-
cipal fertlcment in America, as early as 1741+

The Tunkers are fo called in derifion, from the word
tunken, to put a morfel in jauce. The Englith word that
conveys the proper meaning of Tunkers is Sops or Dip-
-pers.  They areallo called Tumblers, from the manrer
in which they perform baptifm, which is by putting the
perfon, while kuecling, head firft under water, {o as to
refemble the motion of the body in the action of tum-
bling. The Germans found the Ietters £ and 4 like &
and p ; bLence the words Tunkers and Tumblers bave

' : been
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been corruptly written Dunkers 2nd Dumglers. “The
firft appearing of thefe people in Amecrica, was ia the
fall of the year 1719, when about twenty families land-
«d in Philadelphia, and difperfed themfelves in various
parts of Pennfylvania. They ufe great plainnefs of
drefs and language, and will neither {wear, nor fight,
nor go to law, nor take intereft for the money they
lend.  They commonly wear their beards—keep_the
_4irt day Sabbath, €Xcept one congregation—have the
Lord’s-Supper, with its ancient attendants of love
feaits, with wathing of feet, kifs of charity, and right
hand of fellowfhi hey i cK with oil for

their reccvery, and ufe the trine immerfion, with lay-
ing on of hands and prayer, even while the perfon
baptifed isin the water. On the whole, notwithftand-
ing their peculiarities, they appear to be humble, well
meaning chriftians, and have acquired the charaéter of
the barmlefs Tunkers. Their principal fettlement is at
Ephrata, fometimes called Tunkers-town, in Lancalter
county, fixty miles weftward of Philadelphia. The
brethren have adopted the White Friar’s drefs, with -
fome alterations ; the fifters, that of the nuns ; and
both, like them, have taken the vow of celibacy. All,
bowever, do not keep the vow. When they marry,
they leave their cells and g0 among the married people.
The MexnonisTs derive their name from Menno
Simon, a native of Witmars in Germany, a man of -
learning, born in the year 1505, in the time of the re-
formation by Luther and Calvin. He was a famous
Roman Catholick preacher till about the year 1531,
»hen he became a Baptit. Some of his followers
came into Penafylvania from New-York, and fettled
at Germantown, as carly as 1692. This is at prefent
their principal congregation, and the mother of the.
ret. They in moft refpe@s refe nble the Tunkers.
They call themfelves the Harmlefs Chrittians, Re-
vepgelefs Chriftians, and Weapoplefs Chriftians.
Literary, Humane, and other ufeful Socicties.] Thefe
are more numerous and flourifhing in Pennfylvania than
in any of the Fifteen States. The names of thefe
improving inftitutions follow. b The
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i. Tie dmerican Philofsphical Society, held at Plila-
difthia, for promating ufeful knowledge. 2. The Society
Jor promating political inguirics. 3. The College of Phy~
Sciars. g The Union Litrary Company of Philadelphia.
5. The Pennfilvania Hofpital. 6. The Plitadeiphia
Difpenfary, for itha medical relicf of the peor. 5. The
Pennfylvania Socicty for promoting the Alolition of Slavery,
and the relief of Frie Negroes unlacofully beld in bondage.
8. The Socicty of the United Brethren Jor propagating the
gofpel among the beathens. 9. The Pennfylvania Socicty
Jor the encouragement of manufaiiures and ufeful arts.
10. The Saciety for alleviating the miferies of prifons. 11.
The Humane Suciety, for recovering and refloring to life the
‘bodies of drowned perfons.  12. A Socicty for the relizf of
poor diflrefed Pilots ; befides feveral others, -

Coileges, Academics and Schools.] In Philadelphia is
a UxsiversiTy, founded during the war. Its funds
were paitly given by the ftate, and partly taken from
the old college of Philadelphia. The old college has
lately * beein revived and feparated from the univerfity,
and reftored, wiih its funds, to its former privileges.

* A medical chool, which was founded in 1765, is at-
tached to thefe colleges ; and has profeflors in all the
branches of medicine, who prepare the ftudents (whofe
number, yearly, is 5o or 60) for degrees in that fcieace.

Dickinson CorLegE, at Carlifle, 120 miles welt-"
ward of Philadelphia, was founded in 1783, and has a.
principal—three profeffors—a philofophical apparatus
—a library confiting of nearly ;000 volumes—four
thoufand pounds in funded certificates, and 10,0co acres
of land ; the lait the donation of the flate. In1787;
there were cighty ftudents belonging to this coliege.

- This number is annnally increafing. It was pamed
after his excellency John Dickinfon, formesly prefident
of this ftate, '

In1787,a college was founded atLancalter, 66 miles
from Philadclphia, and honoured with. the name of
¥rankriny Correcge, after Dr. Frankiin. This col-
lege is for the Germans, and as it concenters the whole
German interelt, and has ample funds 1o fupport pro-

* 1.789‘ - »fcﬁb‘:%-
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feflors in every branch of {cience, has flattering prof-
pe&ts of growing importance and extenfive utility.

In the city of Philadclphia, befides the colleges
and medical ichool. already mentioned, there is the
ProTestanTt Eriscorar Acapemy, a very flourith-
ing inftitution—THe Acapemy For younc Lapies
—Another for the Fricads .or Quakers, and one for
the Germans ; befides five free fchools.

The fchools for young men and women in Bethle-
- hem and Nazareth, in this ftate, under the dire&icn
of the people called Moravians, we venture to fay,

deee%é%%afmﬂ the betteftablithmentof any fc fchiools

, eipecially that for young

miflcs at Bc hlehcm, are in fuch high repute, that hun-
dreds have been refufed admittance, for wafit of room
and inftruftors to accommodate them. Bcfides thefe,.
there are private fchools in different parts of the flate ;
and to promote the education of poor children, the
ftate have appropriated a large tra@ of land for the
citablilhment of free fchools. A great proportion of
the labouring people among the Germans and Trifh, are,
however, extrcmtly ignorant.
~ Chief Towns.] Philadelphia is the capxtal not only
of this, but of the United States. 1t is fituated on the

welt bank of the river Delaware, on an extenfive plain,
- about 118 miles (fome fay more) from the fra. The
leagth of the city ealt and weft, that is fromr the Dela-
ware to the Schuylkill, upon the original plan of Mr.
Penn, is 10,300 feet, and the breadth, north and fouth,
13 4837 fect. " About two-fifths of Lhe plot covered by
the city charter is built. The inhabitants have not con-
fined themfelves within the original limits of the ciry,
but have built north and fouth along the Delaware, two
miles in length. The longeft ftreet is Second-ftreet,
about 700 feet from Delaware viver, and parallel to it.
The circamference of that part of the city which is
built, if we include Kenfington on the north, and

" . Southwark on the fouth, may be about five miles.

. Market-itreet is 100 feet wxde, and runs the whole
Lngth of the city from river totiver. Near the middle,

AN . 7 DY
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it tsinterfe@ed at right angles by Broad-ftreet, 113 feet
widc,runningncarlynorthand{outh,quiteacrofsthc: city.
Between Delaware river and Broad-firect are 14
fireets, nearly cquidiftant, running parallel with Broad-
ftreet, acrofs the city ; and between Broad-ftreet and
the Schuylkill, there are nince ftrects equidiftant from
each other. Parallel to Market- &rcet, are cight other
ftreets, running calt and weit from river to river, and
interfe@ the crofs ftreets at right aogles ; all thele
ftreets are 5o feet wide, except AJ’CIP&—Ffé{y——Wh*Ch’iﬂ‘
65 feet wide All the fireets which runnerth—and—

funth except Broad- ftrect mentioned above, dre 5o feet
wide. There were four fquares of eight acres cach,
- oue at cach corner of the city, cmgmally refened for
publick and common ufes.  And in the center of the
city, where Broad-ftrcet and Market-ftreet interfc&
cach other, is a fquare of ten acres, referved in like man-
ner, to be planted with rows of trees for publick walks.

Philadelphia was founded in 1632, by the celebrated
William Peunn, who, in Qdcber, 1701, granted a
charter, incorporating the town with city privileges. -
This charter was vacated by the revolation, but was
rencwed by the legxﬂature 1 1739.

Philadelphia now contains upwards of gooo houfes ;
in general, handfomely built of brick ; and 53,000 in-
habitants, compofed of almoft all nationsand religions.
Their places for religious worthip are as follows.
The Friends or Quakers, hatve §{ The Swedith Lutherans,
"Che Preibyterians, 6 | The Morzvians,

The Epifcopaiians, ) 2} The Baotiits,

&he German Lutherans, 2 ! The Univertal Baptifts,
Tha German Calviniits, 1} The Methoaiits,

‘The Catholicks, ‘The Jews,

The other publick bmldmgs in the city, befides the
univerfity, acadcmxcs, &c. already mentioned, are the
following, viz.

ot by b pet et et

ow'

A ftate-houfe and offices, A houft of corre&tion,
A city court-houfe, A punll k fa&ory of linen, cotton
A county court«houfe, ard woolen, -

A carpenter’s hall, A publicik obfervatory,

A philofophical focut\ 3 ha Three brick market houfes,
A dlfpen ary, A fith marnet,

A hofpital and offices, | A publick gaol.

An alms-houley

In
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" In Market-ftrect, between Front and Fouith-firects.
is the principal market;buitt-of brick,and is1500 feet ia
dength. This market, in refpe& to the quantity, the
variety and neatnefls of the provifions, is not equaiied
1n Aumerica, and perhaps not .exceeded in the world.

The Philadclphians are not fo focial, nor perhaps fo
hofpitable as the people in Bofton, Charlelton anéd
New-York. Various caufes have contributed to this
difference, amoug which the moit operative has been

___the predalence of party fpirit, which has been and is
—_carried. o greater leagihs in this city than in any other

in Amiériga ; yct no city can boaft of fo many ufeful
improvements in manufactures, in the mechanical arts,
in-the art of healing, and particularly in the fcience of
humanity. In fhort, whether we confider the conve-
nient local fituation, the fize, the beauty, the variety
and utility of the improvements, in wechanicks, in
agriculture and manufaltuies, or the induftry, the en-
terprize, the humaniry and the abilities, of the inhabi-
tants of thecity of Philadelphia, it merits to,be*viewed
as the capital of the flourifhing" Emrire or Unitep
AmMERICA.
LancasTer is the largeft inland town in America.
It is 66 miles weft from Philadelphia. It contains abént
oo houfes, befides a moft elegant court-houle, a num-
ber of handfome churches and other publick buildings,
and about 4500 [ouls.
Carvuisii is the feat of juftice in Cumberland coun-
ty, and is 120 miles weftward of Philadelphia. = Tt con-
* tains upwards of 1500 inhabitants, who lite in near 30¢
ftone houfes, and worfhip in three churches. They
have alfo a court-houfe and a flourithing college. Thir-
- ty-four years ago, this {pot was a wildernefs, ?nd in-
habited by Indians and wild beafts. "A like inftance
of the rapid progrels of the-arts of civilized hife is
{carcely to be found in hiftory. '
PiTTsaURGH, on the weltern fide of the Allegany
mountains, is 320 miles weftward of Philadelphia, is
beautifully fituated on a point of land between the Ai-
legany and Monongahela rivers, and gbout a quartc‘;
. ’ N _ ‘o
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of a mile above their confluence, in lat. 40° 26/ north.
It contained in 1787, 140 houfes, and 700 inhabitants,
who are Prefbyterians and Epifcopalians. The fur-
rounding couatry is very hilly, but fertile, and well
ftored with excellent coal. :

This town is lzid out on Penn’s plan, and-isa thor-
oughfarg for the incredible number of travellers from
the eaftern and middle Itates, to the {ettlements on the
Ohio, and increafes with aftonithing rapidity.

Curious Springs.] 1n the neighbourhood of- Read-
ing, is a fpring about fourteen feet deep, andiabout 100
‘ . : T

waters arc clear and full of fithes. Trom appearances
it ig probable that this {pring is the opening or outlet
‘of a very confiderable river, which, a mile and an half
or two miles above this place, finks into the earth, and
is conveyed to this outlet in a fubterranean channel.
In the northern parts of Peirn{ylvania there is a creck
‘called Oil-creek, which empties into the Allegany river.
It iffues from a fpring, on the top of which floats an
oil, finfilar to that called Barbadoes tar ; andfrom which ‘
one man may gather feveral gallons in a day. The
troops fent to guard the weftern pofts, halted at this
Apring, colle&ed fome of the oil, and bathed their joints
- ‘with it. This gave them great relief from the rheu-
‘matick complaints with which they were affe&ed.
“The waters, of which the troops drank freely, operated
‘as a gentle purge. _
Remarkable Cdves.] There are three remarkable
‘grottos or eaves in this ftate ; one near Carlifle, .ia
" Cumberland couuty ; one in the townfhip of Durham,
in Buck’s county, and the other atSwetara; in Lancaf-
ter county. Of the two former I have received no
particular defcriptions.  The latter is on the eaft bank
of Swetara river, about two milcs above its confluence——
with the Sufquehannah. Its entrance is {pacious, and
defcends fo ‘much az that the furface of the river is
rather higherdthan the bottom of the cave. The vault
of this cave is of folid lime-Rtone rock, perhaps twenty
feet thick. It contains feveral apartments, fome of
0] , , them

.
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“them very high and fpacious. The water is inceffantly
iffuing through the roof, and falls in drops to the bot-
tom of the cave. Thefe drops petrify as they fall, and
have gradually formed folid pillars,which appear as fup-
porters to the roof.  Thirty years ago th:re were ten
fuch pillars, each fix inches in diameter, and fix feet
high ; all fo ranged that the place they enclofed re-
fembled a fanétuary in a Roman church. No r

- throne ever exhibited more grandeur than this lufus
nature. The refemblances of feveral monuments are
found indented in the—walls on the fides of the cave,

~——whichappear like the tombs of departed heroes. Sul-
pended from the roof is © the bell,” (which is nothing
more than a ftone projeéted in an unufual form) fo call-
ed from the found that it occafions when ftruck, which
is fimilar to that of a bell. .

Some of the ftalactites, which in fhape and tranfpar-
encyrefemble icicles,are of a colour like fugar candy,and
others refemble loaf fugar ; but their beauty is much
defaced by the country people. The water, which
iffues through the roof, fo much of it as is not petrified
in its courfe, runs dewn the declivity, and is both plea-
fant and wholefome to drink. There are feveral holes
in the bottom of the cave, defcending perpendicularly,
perhaps into an abyfs below,which renders it dangerous
to walk without a light. At the end of the caveisa’
pretty breok, which after a fhort courfe, lofes itfelf
among the rocks. Beyond this brook is an outlet
from the cave by a very narrow opening. Through
this the vapours continually pafs outwards with a ftrong
current of air, and afceud, refembling, at night, the
{fmoke of a furnace. Part of thefe vapours aud fogs
appear, on afcending, to be condenfed at thc head of
this great a'embick, and the more volatile parts to be
carried off, through the aperture commuanicating with
the excerior air before mentioned, by the force of the
air in its paflage. .

Conflitution.] By the prefent conftitution of Penn-
fylvania, which was eflablithed in September, 1790,
all legiflative powers are lodged in a general affembly, .
o confifting
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confiting of a fenate and houfe of repreientatives ; the

latter to be chofen annually, the former every four

years. : .

’ The fupreme exccutive power is lodged in 2 Gov-
ernor. to be chofen by the citizens of the common-
wealth the fecond Tucfday of O&ober, to hold his

__office three years, from the third T'uefday of December
next enfuing his ele@ion, and fhall not be capable of
holding it longer than nine, in any term of twelve years.

The judicial power is vefted in a fupreme court—in

courts of oyer and termincr and general jail delivery—

in a court of common pleas—orphan’s court—regifter’s
court—a court of quarter {effions of the peace for eaclr
county—in jultices of the peace, and fuch other courts
as the legiflature may eftablifh.” A bill of rights makes
a part of the conftitution.
New Inventions.] ‘Thefe have been numerous and
ufeful. Among others are the following :—A new
. madel of the planetary worlds, by Mr. Ritterhoufe,
‘commonly, but improperly called an orrery—a quad-
rant, by Mr. Godfrey, called by the plagiary name of
Hadley’s quadrant—a fteam boat, {o conftructed as that
by the affiftance of fieam, operating on certain ma-
chinery within the boat, it moves with confiderable
rapidity againft the tream, without the aid of hands.
Meflieurs Fiich and Rumfay contend with each other
for the honour of this invention. A new printing
prefs, lately invented and conflrué@ed in Philadelphia,
warked by one perfon alone, who performs three-
fourths as much work in a day as two perfonsat a
common prefs. Befides thefe there have been invented
many manufa&uring machines, for carding, {pinning,
winnowing, &c. which perform an immenfe deal of
work with very little manual affiftance. A
Hiflory ] Pennfylvania was granted by King Charles
11. to Mr. William Penn, fon of the famous admiral
Pcnn, in confideration” of his father’s fervices to the
“crown. Mr. Penn’s petition for the grant was pre-
fented to the King in 1680 ; and after confiderable -
delays, occafioned by Lord Baltimere’s agent; who ap-
’ o prehended



