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VIRGINTIA. St

ftored to the proprietary, and continued in his hands
till the late revolution ; when. being an abfentee, his
property in the lands was confifcated, and the govern-
ment afflumed by the freemen of the province, who
formed the conftitution now exifting. At the clofe of
the war, Henry Harford, Efq. the nateral fon and heir
of Lord Baltimore, petitioned the legiflature of Mary-
land for his eftate ; but his petition was not granted.
Mr. Harford eftimarted his lofs of quit rents, valued at
twenty years purchafe, and including arrears, at

4 250,488 : 5: o——deliarsat 7/6 7 and the value of his

~ manors and referved lands at £.327,441 of the fame
money.

VIRGINTIA.

Length 500 "The merid. of Philad. and 8°.
Brcadthzz4 Wefit Longitudc.

OUNDED caft, by the Atlantick ocean ; north,
by Peanfylvania and the river Qhio ; well, by
Kentuckey ;. fouth, by North-Carolira,

Rivers.] 'The principal rivers in Virginia are, Rea-
noke, Fames River, which receives the Rivanna, Appa-
mattox, Chickahominy, Naufemond and Elizabeth
rivers, York River, which is formed by the jun&ion of
Pamnnky and Mattapony rivers, Rappahannct and Pa-
tomak. Of thefe rivers the Patomak demands a par-
ticular defeription, not only becaufe of its fize and
importance to navigation, but efpecia”y on account of -
the noble and expenfive works that are carrying on
upon it under the particular dire@ion and patronage
of the illuftrious Prefident of the United States.

The diftance from the Capes of Virginia to the ter-
mination of the tide water in this river is above 300 .
miles 3 and navigable for thips of the greateft burthen,
scarly to that place.  From thence this river, obftru@ed

by

miles. 36' 30' and 40° N. Latitude.
between
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by four confiderable falls, extends through a vaft tra&
cf inhabited conntry towards its fource. Thefe falls
are, 1it. the Liitle I7alls, three miles above tidewater,in
which diftance there is a fall of 56 feet 5. 2d. the Great
Lalls, fix miles higher, where is a fall of 76 feet in one
mile and a quarter 5 39, the Senecca Falls, fix miles
above the former, which form fhort, irregular. rapids,
with a fall of about 10 feet ; and 4th. the Shenandoah
Falls, 60 miles from the Seneca, where is a fall of about
30 feet in three miles : From which laft, Fort Cum-
““berland 15 about 120 miles diltant.  The obftrutions,

which are oppoled to the navigation above and be-
tween thefe falls, are of little confequence.

Early in the year 1785, the legiflatures of Virginia
and Maryland pafled aéts to encourage opening the nav-
igation of this river. It was eftimated that the expenfe
of the works would amount to £.50,000 fterling, and
ten years were allowed for their completion. At pre-
fent the prefident and direftors of the incorporated
company. fuppole that £. 45,000 will be adequate to the
work, and that it will be accamplifhed in a fhorter pe-
yiod than was ftipulated. Their calculations are found-
¢d on the progrefs already made, and the fummary
mode lately eftablithed for enforcing the colletion of
the dividends, as the money may become neceflary.
On each fhare of £.1qQo, the payment of only /.40
has yet been demanded.

Accarding to the opinion of the prefident and-di-
re@ors, lochs will be neceflary at no more than two
places, the Great and the Little Fails ; fix at the former,
and three at thelatter. At the latter nothing had yet
been attempted.®* At the Great Falls, where the dif-

" ficulties were judged by many to be infurmountable,
the work is nearly completed, except finking the loch

" fcats and inferting the frames. At the Semeca Falls the
laborious part of the bufinefs is entirely accomplifhed,
by removing the obflacles and making the defcent more
gradual ;

* This account was written at the clofe of the vear 1788, fince

~“ahich time the author has had na correét information of the progict-
made in thefe works.
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gradual ; fo that nothing remains but to finith the
chaanel for this gentle current (o a workmanlike man-
ner. At the Shenand..ir,wheie the river breaks through
the Blue Ridge, though a prodigious quantity of labour
has been beftowed, yet much is @till to be done before——
the paflage wili be perfc@ed. Such proficiency has
been made, however, that it was expected, if the fum-
mer had not proved uncommonly rainy, and the river
uncommonly hngh an avenue for a partial navigation
wonld have been opened by the Grft of January, 1789,
i 8

within nine miles of» a fhipping port. As it has hap-
pened, it may require a confiderable part of another
year for its accomplehment.

As foon as the proprietors fhall begin to receive.
toll, they will doubtlefs find an ample compgnfatlon
for their pecuniary advances. By an eftimate made
many years ago, it was calculated that the amount, in
the commencement, would be at the rate of £.11,873,
Virginia currency, per annum. The toll muft cvery
year become more pxod-n&w e ; asthe quantity of arti-
cles for exportation will be augmented in a xapxd ratio,
with the increafe of popx‘hnon and the extenfion of
fettlements. In the mean time the effect will be im-
mediately feen in the agriculture of the interior coun-
try ; for the multitude of horfes now employed in car-
rying produce to market, will then be ufed altogether
for the purpofes of tillage. But, in order to form
juft conceptions ef the utility of this inland navigation,
it would be requifite to notice the long rivers which
empty into the Patomak, and even to take a furvey of
the geographical pofition of the Weflern IV aters.

The- Shenandoah, which empties jult above the Blue
Mountains, may, according to report, be-made naviga-
ble, at a triflisg expen{e, more than 150 miles from its
confluence with the Patomak ; and will receive and
bear the produce of the richeii part of the flate.® The
South Branch, #ill higher, is navigable in its aétual

Pz . congition

* Commiffivners have lately tren appointed to form 2 plap, and 1o

eftimate ihe expente of cpeaing the channel of this river.
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condition nearly or quite 100 miles, throegh exceed-
ingly fertile lands. Dctween thefe, on the Virginia
fide, are feveral fmaller rivers, that may with facility
be improved, fo as to afford a paflage for-boats.  On
the Maryland fide are the Monocaly, Antictam, aud
Conegocheague, fome of which pafs throngh the ftate
of Maryland, and have their fources in Pennfylvania.

From Fort Camberland (or Wills’ creck ) one or two
good waggon roads may be had (where the difiance is

{2id by fome to be 35, and by otlrers 40 miles) to the

“Yohogany, a large and navigable brauch of the Mo-
nongahiela ; which laft forms a junion with the Al-
legany at Fort Pitt ; from whence the river takes the
name of Ohbio, until it lofes its curreot and name in the
Miflifppi.

But, by pafling farther up the Patomak than Fort
Cumberland, which may very eafily be done, a portage
by a good waggen road to the Cheat river, another
large branch of the Monongahela, can be obtained
through a fpace which fome fay is 20, others 22, others
25, and none more than 30 miles.

When we have arrived at either of thefe weftern wa-
ters, thenavigation through thatimmenferegion is open-
¢d in a thoufand dire&ions, and to the lakes in feveral.
nlaces by portages of lefs than ten miles ; and by one
portage, it is aflerted, of not more than a fingle mile.

Notwithitanding it was fneeringly faid by fome for-
eigners, at the beginning of this undertaking, that the
Amecricans were fond of engaging in fplendid projeéts
which they could never accomplith 5 yet it is hoped the
{uccefs of this firft cffay towards improving their inland-
navigation, will, in fome degree, refcue them from the.
reproach intended to have been fixed upon their national
chara&ter, by the unmerited imputation.

" The Great Kanhaway is a river of confidcrable note
for the fertility of its lands, and ftill more,.as leading
towards the head waters of James river.

The Little Kanhaway is150 yards wide at the mouth.
It yields a navigation of 10 miles only. Perhaps its-
northern branch, calleft Juniug’ creek, which interlock}s

with
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with the weftern waters of Monongahela, may one day
admit a fhorter paffage from the latter into the Ohio.

Mountains.] It is worthy notice, that the moun-
tains are not folitary and fcattercd confufedlyover-the
face of the country’; but thatthey commence at about
150 miles fiom the fea coalt, are difpofed in ridges one
behind another, running neaily parallel with the fea
coaft, though rather approaching it as they advance
northseaftwardly. To the fouthweit, as the tra& of
_country between the fea coaft and the Miffifippi be.

comes narrower, the mountains conve i

ridge, wliich, as it approaches the Gulph of Mexico,

fubfides into plain country, and gives rife to fome of

the waters of that gulph, and particularly to a river

called the A palachicola, probably from the A palachies,

an ladian nation formerly refiding on it. ~ In the fame

diretion generally are the veins of lime-flone, coal and

other minerals, hitherto difcovered ; and fo range the

falis of the great rivers. But the courfes of the great

rivers are at right angles with thefe. - James and Pa-

tomak penetrate through all the ridges of mountains

caftward of the Allegany, that is broken by no water *
courfe. It is in fa&t the {pine of the country between
the Atlantick on one fide, and the Miflifippi and St.

Lawrence oun the other.

The paffage of the Patomak through the Blue Ridge
is perhaps one of the moft ftupendous fcenes in nature.
You fland en a very high point of land. On your
right comes up the Shenandoah, having ranged along
the foot of the mountain an hundred miles to feck a
‘veat. On. your left approaches the Patomak, in queft
of a paflage alfo. JIn the moment of their junétion
they rufh together againft the mountain, rend it afun-
der, and pafs off to the fea. The firt glance of this
fcene hurries our fenfes into the opinion, that this earth
has been created in time, that the mountaius were form-
ed firlt, that the rivers began to flow afterwards, that
in this place particularly they have been dammed up
by the Blue Ridge of mcuntains, and have formed an
ocean which filled the whole valley ; that coatinuing

10
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to rife they have at length broken over at this {pot, and
have torn the mountain down from its fummit to its
bafe. The piles of rock on each hand, but particn-
larly on the Shenandoah, the evident marks of their
difruption and avulfion from their beds by the moft
powerful agents of nature, corroborate the impreffion,

But the diftant finithing which nature has given to the
pi¢ture is of a very different chara&er. It is a true
contraft to the foreground. It is as placid and dehght-

ful, as that'is wild and tremendous. For the moun-

tain_being cloven afunder, it prefents to your eye,

through the cleft, a fmall catch of {mooth blue hori-
zon, at an infinite dillance in the plain country, invit-
ing you, as it were, from the riot and tumult roanng
“around, to pafs through the breach, and participate.of
the calm below. Heresthe eyc ultimately compofes
itfelf ; and that vay too the road happens a@ually to

~lead. You crofs the Patomak above thcjun@uon, pafs
along its fide through the bafe of the mountain for three
miles, its terrible precipices hanging in fragments over
you, and within about zo miles reach Frederick town
‘and the fine country round that. This fcene is worth
a voyage acrofs the Atlantick. Yet here, asin the
neighbourhood of the natural bridge, are people who
have pafled their lives within half a dozen miles, and
have never been to furvey thefe monuments of a war
between rivers and mountains, which muﬂ have fhaken
the earth itfelf to its center.

Cafeades and Caverns.] Thc only remarkable caf-
cade in this country is that of the Falling Spring, in
Augufta. It is a water of James river, where it is
calied Jackfon’s river, rifing in the warm {pring moun-
tains about 20 miles fouthweft of the warm fpring, and
flowing iuto that valley. About three quarters.of a
mile from 1ts fource, it falls over a rock 200 feet into
the valley Lelow.  The fheet of water is broken in-its
breadth by the rock in two or three places, but not at
all.in its height. Between the ileet and rock, at the
bottom, you may walk acrof. dry. This cataratt will
bear no comparifon with that of Niagara, asto the

quantity
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quantity of water compofing it ; the theet being only
12 or 15 feet wide above, and fomewhat more fpread
below ; but it is half as high again, the latter being
ouly 156 feet. '

Ia the iime-flone eountry there are many caverrs of
very confiderable extent.  “I'he molt noied is called
Madifon’s cave, and is on the north fide of the Blue
Ridge, near the interfeétion of the Rockingham and
Augufla line with the fouth fork of the fouthern river
of Shenandoah. It isiina hill of about zoo fcet per-

——pendicular height, the afcent of which, on one fide, is
fo iteep, that you may pitch a bifcuit from its fummit
into the river which wafhes its bafe, ‘The entrance of
the cave is, in this fide, about two-thirds of the way up.
It extends into the earth about 300 fret, branching into
fubordinate caverns, fometimes afcending a little, but
more generally defcending, and at length terminates,
in two different places, at bafons of water of unknowa
extent. The vault of this cave is of folid lime-ftone,
from 20to 40 or 5o fect high, through which water is
continually iffuing. This, trickling down the fides of
the cave, has incrufted them over in the form of elegant
drapery; and dripping from the top of the vault gene-
rates on that, and ou the bafe below, ftala&ites of 2
conical form, fome of which have met and formed maf-
five columans. — :

Another of thefe caves is near the North Mountain,
in the county of Frederick, on the lands of Mr. Zanc.
Fhe entrance into this is on the top of an extenfive
ridge. You defcend 30 or 4o feet, as into a weil, from
whence the cave then exteuds, nearly horizontally, 400
feet into the earth, preferving a breadth of from 20 to
5o feet, and a height of from 5 to 12 feete——

At the Panther gap, in the vidge which divides the
waters of the Cow and the Calf pafture, is what is called
the Blowing Cave. 1t 1isin the fide of a hill, is of about
100 feet diameter, and emits conitantly a current of air
of fuch force, as to keep the weeds proftrate to the dif-
tance of twenty yards before it. This current is trongeft
in dry frofty weather, and in long {pells of rain \vc,;i};:ﬁ.

.- ere
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There is another blowing cave in the Cumberland
mountain, about a mile from where it croffes the Caro-

~ lina line. All we koow of this is, that it is not con-

ftant, and that a fountain of water iflues from it.

The Natural Bridge, the moft fublime of nature’s
works, though not comprchended under the prefent
head, muft not be omitted. It is on the afcent of a
hill, which feems to have been cloven through its length
by fome great convulfion. The Hffure, jult at the
bridge, is, by fome admeafurements, 250 feet deep, by
‘others ouly 265. It is about 45 feet wide-at the bot= -

edetermines
the length of the bridge, and its height from the water,
Its breadth in the middle is abourt 6o feet, but more at
the ends, and the thicknefs of the mafs at the fummit
of the arch, about 40 feet. A part of this thickaefs
is conftitated by a coat of earth, which gives growth
to many large trees. The refidue, with the hill on both
fides, is one folid rock of lime-ftone. The arch ap-
- proaches the femielliptical form ; butthelarger axis of
theellipfis, which would be the cord of the arch,’is many
. times longer than the tranfverfe. Though the fides of
this bridge are provided in fome parts with a parapet of
fixed rocks, yet few men have refolution to walk to
them and look over into the abyfs. You involuntarily
fall on your hands and feet, creep to the parapet and .
peep over it. Looking down from this height about
a mmutc,gave me a violent head-ach. Ifthe view from
the top be painful and intolerable, that from below i#
delightful in an equal extreme. It is impoffible for the
emotions arifing from the fublime, to be felt beyond
what they are here ; fo beautiful an arch, fo elevated,
fo light, and fpringing as it were up to Heaven, the
rapture of - the fpe€ator is really indefcribable ! The
fiffure continuing narrow, deep, and ftraight for a con-
fiderable diftance above and below the bridge, opens a
fhort but very pleafing view of the North Mountain on
one fide, and Blue Ridge on the other, at the diftance
ezch-of them of about five miles. “This bridge is in the
county of Rockbridge, to which it has given namc,fand
affords
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aifords a publick and commodious paffage over a val-
ley,which cannot becroficd elivwhere for a confiderable
diftance. =~ The fiream pafiing under it 15 called Cedar
creck. It is a water of James river, and {ufficient in
the drieft fcafonstoturn a grilt-miil, though its foun-
tain is not more than two miles above. There isa na-
tural bridge, fimilar to the one above defcribed, over
. Stock creck, a branch of Pelefon river, in Wathington
county. : ,

M:dicinal Springs.]  There are feveral medicinal

{prings, fome of which are indubitably cfficacious,

while others fcem to owe their reputation as much to
“faucy, and change of air and regimen, as to their real
virtues. The molt efficacious of thefe are two {prings
in Augufta, ncar the firft fources of James river. ‘The
“one is diftinguifhed by the name of the Warm Spring,
and the other of the Hot Spring.  The Warm Spring
iffues with a very bold itream, fufficient to work a
grift-mill, ahd to keep the waters of its bafon, which
1s 30 feet in diamcter, at the vital warmth, vig. 96° of
Farenheir’s thermometer.  The matter with which
thefe waters is allied is very volatile ; its fmeil indicates
it to be fulphurcous, as alfo does the circumBance of
torning filver black. They relicve rheumatifms. Other
complaints alfo of very different natures have been re-
moved or leflcned by them. It rains here fouc or five
days in every week. .

The Hot Spring is about fix miles from the Warm,
is thuch fmaller, and has been -fo hot as to have boiled
an egg. Some believe its degree of heat to be leflened.
It raifes the mercury in Farenheit’s thermometer to
112 degrees, which is fever heat. It fometimes relieves
where the Warm Spring fails. A fountain of common
water, iffuing within a few inches of its margin, gives
it a fingular appearance. Thefe {prings are very much
reforted to in {pite of a total want of 2ccommodation
for the fick. Their waters are ftrongeft in the hotteft
mouths, which occafions their being vifited in July and
Augult principally.

The
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The fweet {prings are in the county of Botetourt, at
the cafllera foot of the Allegany, about 42 miles from
the warm fprings. They are ftill lefs known. Hav-
ing been fouud to rclieve cafes in which the others had
been incffeually tried, it is probable their compcfition
is different.  They are different alfo in their tempera-
tuie, being as cold-as-common water.

In the low grounds of the Great Kanhaway, 7 miles
above the mouth of Elk River, and 67 above that of

the Kanhaway it{clf, is a hole in the earth of the capa-

city of 30 or 40 gallons, from which ifTues conﬁantly a

.bituminous vapour in fo ftrong a current, as to give to
the fand about its orifice the motion which it has in a
boiling [pring. On prefeuting alighted candle or torch
within 18 inches of the hole, it flames up in a columa’
of 18 inches diameter, and four or five feet in height,
which fometimes burns out within 20 minutes, and at
other times has been known to continue three days,

- and then has been left Rill burning. The flame is un-
fteady, of the denfity of that of burning fpirits, and
{mells like burning pit-coal. Water fometimes col-
le&s in the bafon, which i8 remarkably cold, and is
kept in ebullition by the vapour ifluing through-it. If
the vapour be fired in that ftate, the water foon be-
comes fo warm that the hand cannot bear it, and evap-
orates whol\y in a fhort time.  This, with-the circum-
jacent lands, is the property of his Excellency Prefi-
dent Wg[hmgton and of Genera! Lewis.

There is a fimilar oae on Sandy river, the flame of
‘which is a column of about ‘12 inclies diameter, and 3
fecet high. General Clarke kindled the vapour, flaid
about an hour, and left it burning.

Population and Militia.] - The number of free inhab-
itantsin this-ftatein1782 was 296,852--{laves 270,762.
The number of free inhabitants were to the number of
flaves nearly as 11 to 1o. According to the cenfus

~ taken in 17g0, Virginia contained 747,610 inhabitants
—and Kentuckey 73,677. The following is a ftate of
the militia, taken from returns of 1780 and 1781, ex-
cept in thofe counties marked with an alterifk, the re-
turns of which are fomewhat older. Situation.



VIRGINTIA.. 181

)t'it:s’ Counties, |Militia. |iSituation.] Counties. Mﬁ'uia-_"
— - N~
Lincoln 6oc & . {Grecnefville 500!
w 2 Jefferfon 3cc! £ Dinwidde 1 *750
5 S—fFayette 156 S {Chefleifeld 655
3 &% |0Ohio 1.5 |Prince George 382
13 Z $|Monongalia | *1cool] 133 g Sugy ‘ 380
T o |Wafhington *3a2g9l 8!z & DfSuflex *700
2= (Montgomery 10717{ &R 5O [Southampton 374
‘ Green Briar sozfi & -Z  |lfie of Wight *6oc
' . ¢ |Nanfemond *6
' & o JHampfhire a3o] 31 £ [Norfolk WLE
=5 |Berkley *11ocf] =] £ |Princefs Anne} *s59q
o |reterick Trg=tts
=] = shenando PO | I & Henricon 610
=5\°: Rackingham S75l1%l ¢ Hanover 796
S& lAugufta 173l o E [New-Kent | *418
2 & [IRockbridge *6250 ]3¢ 5 |Charles City 286
42 § |Batetourt Froci = | 2.2 S|James City 33
: = | 3% < Willlamburg 120
Loudoun 746|] 71 s [York *23%
Fauquier 1078y 2] & {Warwick *1cc
Culpepper 151300 Tf .S |Elizabeth City 182
Spotfylvania 280} Z | =
. |Orange $¢eool] <} & giCaroline 8es
Y g [Leuifa €csfl ;_g'ﬁ King William 436
£ |Goochland *g50il 212 | King & Queen 570
1 & |Fluvanna $26611 = |8 & o iLflex 468
oo |Albemarle $73)! 212 g |Middlefex *210
S2  |Amherit Sgb||z |8 3 = Gloucefter 850
_ ec {Buckingham 36254) |- ] :
& 9e3 |Bedford 13001 afl& & |Fairfax 652
2 50_6_ Henry 1004/{7 | &% | Prin. William 614
12 o 7 Pittlylvania Yras)| |25 S3tafford *5c0
T2 {Halifax *1199|| 2] 8 +King George 483
¢4 }Charlotte . 612)je}ax L |Richmond ¢ 412
1 ¥ 1Prin. Edward 5891 .| 8 8% | Weftmorelana s44
& |Cumberland 3 2 £ g |Northumberl. 63c
m 400110 | £ 3
Powhatan 3304 2 3 {Lancafter L)
Ameslia *riz2glt =
Lunenburg | - 677 & £ |Accomack * 1208
Mecklenbury 110off- PR =8 'Worthampton | . *q3¢
__{Brunfwick 559 ‘Total Militia 49,97

Climate.] ~ In an extenfive country, it will be ex-
pe€ted that the climate is not the fame in all its parts.
It is remarkable that, proceeding on the fame parallel
of latitude weltwardly, the climate becomes colder in
like manner as when you proceed northwardly. This
-continues to be the cafe till you attain the fummit of
the Allegany, which is the highelt land between the

Q_ . oceph
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ocean and the Mifliippi. Trom thenee, defcending
in the fame latitude to the Miffifippi, the change re-
verfes ; and, if we may beliese travellers, it becomes
warmer there than it is in the {fame latitude on the fea
fide.  Their tcllimony is firengthened by the vegeta-
bles and animals which fubfitt and multiply there natu-
rally, aud do not on our fea coalt. Thus catalpas grow
{pontancoufly on the Miflifippi, as far as the latitude of
57°,and reeus as far as 38°. Perroquets even winter
oa the Sioto, in the 3g9th degree of latitude. In the
Lummer of 1779, when the thermometer was at go® at

Monticeto;and g6 Williamfsorg, iowas 110”5t
Kafkafkia. Perhaps the mountain, which overhangs
this village on the north fide, may, by its refle&ion,
Have contributed fomewhat to produce this heat,

Civil Divifiens.] The countics have alveady been
caumerated. Theyare 74 in number, of very unequal
fize and population, Of thefe 35 are on the Tide
Waters, or in that parallel ; 23 are in the Midlards,
between the Tide Waters and Blue Ridge of moun-
tains ; 8 between the Blue Ridge and Allegany ; and
8 wellward of the Allegaay.*

The flate, by another divifion, is formed into parifhes,
-many of which are aslarge.as the counties ; but fome-
times a county compreheuds more than one parith, and
fometimes a parifh more than one county. This divifion
had relation to the religion of the ftate, a Parfon of the
Epifcopal .church, with a fixed falary, having been
heretofore eltablithed in each paiifth.  The care of the
poor was anether object of the parachial divilion.

There are no townfhips in the ftate, nor any towns
of confequence.  Williamfbargh, which, till the year
17 %0,was the {cat of government, never contained above
1800 inhabitants ; and Norfolk, the relt populous town
ever known inthis (tate,contained but6coo. Thetowns,
but more propeily villages or hamlets, are ax foliow.

On Fames River and its waters, Norfolk, Poitleuth,
Hampton, Suffolk, Smithfield, Williamf{burg, Peter{-

burg,

7 In thete lait eight counties Kenruckey is included, which, ©nc:
K] N < . . - . - ’
aiabove fratemient, has been »oed inte 3 feparase Can

ald
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burg, Richmond, the feat of goveromeat, Manchefter.
Chailottefviile, New- Londoun.

On 2urd_ River and its watcrs, York, Newcallle, |
Hanover.

Oan Rappabanriock, Urbanna, Port Royal, Frederick{-
buig, Falmouth.

On Patomak dnd its waters, Dumfiles, Colchefter,
Alexandria, Winchefter, Staunton.

There are other places at which, like fome of the
forgoing, the /aws have faid there fhall be towns ; but
nature has faid there fhall not be, and they remain on-

worthy of enumeration.  Norfolé will probably. be the
emporium for all the trade of the Chefapeek DBay and
its waters ; and a canal of 8 or 10 miles will bring it
to all that of Albemarle found and its waters. Second-
ary to this place, are the towas at the hcad of the Tide
Waters, to wit, Peterfburg on Appamattox, Richmend
on James River, Newcaftle on York River, and Alexan-
dria on Patcmak. From thefe the diftribution will be to
fubordinate (ituations of the country.  Accidental
circum{tances, however, may control the indications of
rature,and in no inflances do they do it more fiequentiy
than in the rife and fall ot towans. '

To the foregoing general account, we add the fol-
lowing more particular deferiptions.

AvrLexanpria ftands on the fouth bank of Patomak
river.  [ts fituation is elevated and pleafant. The foil
is clay ; and the water bad. The original fettlers, an-
ticipating its future growth and importance, laid out
the ftreets upon the plan of Philadelphia. It con-
1ains upwards of 300 houfes, many of which are hand-

{omely built. This towan,upon the opening of the nav-
igation of Patomak river, anl from its vicinity to the
feat of the Federal Government, will probably be one of
ihe moft thriving commercial places on the continent.

Moust VErRsoN, the celebrated feat of General
WasHincToN, s pleafantly fituated on the Virginia
bank of the river Patomak, where it is nearly two miles
wide, and is about 230 miles from the {ea,and 127 from
the mouth of the river. Itis g milesbelow Alexandria,,

: Y



£84 Vi RGINTI A

and ¢ above the beautiful feat of the late Col. Fairfuy,
called Bellevoir.  The area of the monnt is zoo feet
2hove the furfuce of the river, and, after furnithing a
lawn of five acies in front, and about the fame in rear
of the buildings, falls off rather abruptly on thofe two
quarters.  On the north end it fubfides gradually inte
extenfive palture grounds ; while on the fouth it flopes
more {tecply, in a fhorter diftance, and terminates with
the coach-houfe, fables, vineyard and nurferies. On
etther wing is a thick grove of different, flowering foreft:

trees.  Paralle] with them, on the land fide, are two

fpacious gardens, into which one is led by two ferpen-
tine gravel walks, planted with weeping willows and
fhady fhrubs. The Afunfion Houfe it{elf (though much
embellithed by, yet not perfc@ly fatisfaCory to the
chafte tafte of the prefent poffeffor) appears venerable
and convenient, The fuperb banqueting room has been
finifhed fince he returned home from the army. A lofty
portico, g6 feet in length, fupported by cight pillars,
has a pleafing effeét when viewed from the water ; and
the whole aflemblage, of the green houle, fchool houfe,
oflices and fervants’ halls, whenfeen from the land fide,
bears a refemblance to a rural village—efpeciaily as the
Jands in that fide aie iaid out fomewhat in the form of
Eonglith gardens, iu meadows and grafs gronnds, orna-
mented with little copfes, circular clumps and fingle
trees. A fmall park on the margin of the river, where
the Lnglith fullow deer, and the Amecrican wild deer
are {cen through the thickets, alternately with the vef-
fels as they are failing along, add a romantick and pic-
turefque appearanee to the whole fcenery. On the
oppofite fide of a {mall creck to the northward, an ex-
tenfive plain, exhibiting cornfields and cattle grazing,
affords in fummer a luxuriant landfcape ; while the
blended verdure of woodlands and cultivated declivities
on the Maryland fhore variegates the profpet in a
charming manner.  Such are the philofophick fhadces
to which the Commander in Chief of the American
Avrmies retired from the tumultuous {cenes of war—
and which he has again left to prefide over that large

and
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aud happy people, which, under P:ovidence, he h:s
condudted to freedom, and natdonal glory.

Freperickssurc is fituated on the fouth fide of
Rappahannok river, 110 miles from its mouth ; and
coutains about zc0 houfes, principally on one ftreet,
which runs nearly parallel with the river.

Ricumoxp, the prefent feat of government, Rands
on the north fide of James river, juft at the foot of the
falls, and contaius about 300 hLoufes ; part of which
are built upon the margin of the river, convenient for.
bufinefs ; the reft are upon a Lill which overlooks the

—Iower part of the town, and commands an extenfive
profpect of the river and adjacent country.  The new
houfes are well built. A large and elegant ftate-houfe
or capitol, has lately been erc&ted on the hill.  The
lower part of the town is divided by a creek, over which -
is a bridge, which, for Virgiuia, is elegant. A hand-
fome and expenfive bridge, between 3 and 400 vards in
length, conitru€ted on boats, has laiely been thrown
actofs James river, at the foot of the falls, by Col. john
Mayo, a wealthy and refpectable planter, whofe feat i3
about a mile from Richmond. This bridge conneés
Richmond with Mancheftter ; and as the paffcngcrs pay
toll, it produces a handfome revenue to Col. Mayo,
who 8 the fole proprictor.

The falls, above the bridge, are = miles in length.
A capal has lately been cut on the north fide of the
river, by a company, at a confiderable expenfe.

PetersBurG, 25 miles fouthward of Richmend,
ftands on the fouth fide of Appamattox river, and coun-
tains nearly 300 houfes, in two divifions ; one is upon
a clay, cold foil, and is very dirty—the other upon a
plain of fand or loam. There is no regularity, and
very little elegance in Peterfburg. It is merely a piace
of bufinefs, and is very nnhealthy. About 2200 hogi-
heads of tobacco are infpeffed here annually. The
celebrated Indian Queen, Pocahonta, from whom de-
fcended the Randolph and Bowling families, formerly
refided at this place.

WiLL1AMSBURG 15 60 mxles eatward of Ru‘hmond

Q_'r‘ ‘ fititate
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fitnated between two creeks ; one falling into James;
the other into York river. It coufiits of about 200
honfes, going falt to decay, and not maore than goo or
1000 fouls. 1t is regnlarly laid out in parallel ftreets,
with a fquare in the center, through which runs the
principal ftreet, E.and W. about a mile in length, and
more than a 100 feet wide. At the ends of this fireet
are two pulilick buildings, the college and capitol
Belides thefe there is an Lpifcopal church, a prifon, a
hofpital for lunaticks, and the palace ; all of them ex-
tremely indifferent.  In the capitol is a large marble -

ftatue, in the likenefs of Narbone Berkley, Lord Bo-
tetonrt, a man diftinguithed for his love of piety, lite-
vature and good government, and formerly Governor of
Virginia. It was erefted at the expenfe of the flate,
fince the year 1771.  The capitol is little better than
in ruins, and this elegant ftatue is expofed to the rude—
acfs of negroes and boys, and is fhamefully defaced.

Every thing in Williamfburg appears dull, forfaken -
and melancholy—no trade—no amufements, but the
infamous one of gaming—no indauftry, and very little
appearance of religion. ‘ihe unprofperous flate of
the college, but principally the removal of the feat of
goverament, have contributed much to the decline of
this city.

Yorkrown, 13 miles ealtward from William{burg, .
is a place of about 100 houfes, fitnated on the fouth
fide of York river. It was rendered famous by the.
capture of Lord Cornwallis and his army, on the igth
of O&eber, 1781, by the united forces of France and
America.

Colleges,” Aeademies, &c] The college of William
and Mary is the only publick feminary of learning ia
this ftate. It was founded in the time of King Wil-
‘Ham and Queen Mary, who graated-to it 20,000 acres
of land, and a penny a pound duty on ccrtain tobac-
coes exported from Virginia and Maryland.. The af-
ferobly al{o gave it, by temporary laws, a duty onlignors
imporied, and fkins and furs exported. From thefe
refources it received uvpwards of [ 3000 communilus

: annis.
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arinis. The buildings are of brick, fufficient for an in-
different accommodation-of perhaps 100 ftudents. By
its charter it was to be under the governmeat of 20
vifitors, who were to be its legiflators, and to have a
prelident and fix profeflorfhips, which at prefent ftand
thus :—A profefforthip for law and police—anatomy
and medicine—natural philofophy and mathematicks—
moral philofophy, the law of nature and nations, the
fine arts—modern languages—For the Brafferton.
The college editice is a huge, misthapen pile, ‘whieh,

_ but that it has a roof, would be taken fora brick kiln.’
In 1787, there were about 30 young gentlemen mem-
bers of this college, a large proportion of which were
Jaw {ludents.

There are a number of flourithing academies in
Virginia—one in Prince Edward county—one at Alex-
andria—one at Norfolk—one at Hanover, and others
in other places.
 Religion.] The firlt fettlers in this country were
emigrants from England, of the Englith church, jutt
at a point of time when it was fluthed with complete
victory over the religions of all other perfuafions.
Poflcfled, as they became, of the powers of making,
adminifltering, and executing the laws, they fhewed
equal intolerance in this country with their Prefbyte-
rian brethren, who had emigrated to the northern gov-
ernment. The poor Quakers were flying from perfe-
cution in England. They caft their eyes oo thefe new
countries, as afylums of civil and religious freedom ;
but they found them free only for the reigning fe&.
Several alts of the Virginia aflembly of 1659, 1662,
and 1693, had made it penal in parents to refufe to
have their children baptized ; had prohibited the un-
lawful aflembling of Quakers ; had made it penal for
any mafter of a veflcl to bring a Quaker into the ftate ;
had ordered thofe alicady here, and fuch as fhould come
thereafter, to be impiifoned-tiil they fhould abjure the
country ; provided a milder punithment for their firft
and fccond return, but death for their third ; had in-
hibited all perfons from fuffering their meetings in or

: rear
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near their houfes, entertaining—therh individually, or
difpofing of books which fupported their tengts. [f
no capital execution took place here, as did in New-
England, it was not owing to the moderation of the
church, or fpirit of the legiflature, as may be inferred
from the law 1tfelf ; but to hiftorical circumftances
which have mot been handed down to us.  The An-
glicans retained full pofleflion of the eountry about a
century.  Other opinions-began then to creep in, and
the great care of the government to fupport their own
church, having begotten an cquil degree of indolence

. 71"‘?'15 clqrgy, two-thirds of the >
{enters at the commencement of the prefent revolution,
I'he laws indeed were Qill oppreflive on them, but the
fpirit of the one party had fubfided into modcration,
and of the other had rifen to a degree of determina-
tion which commanded refpeét.

The prefent denominations of €hriftians in Virgiona
are, Prefbyterizns, who are the moff numerous, and
inhabit the weftern parts of the flate ; Epifcopalians,
who are the moft ancient fettlers, and occupy the caft.
ern and firlt fettled parts of the ftate. Intermingled
with thefe are great numbers of Baptilts and Mcth-
odifts. The buik of thefe lal mentioned religious
fefts are of the poorer fort of people, and many of
them are very ignorant, (asis indeed the cafe with the
other denominations) bat they are generally a moral,
well-meaning fet of people.  They exhibit much zeal
in their worfhip, which appears to be compofed of the
mingled effufions of piety, enthufiafm and fuperflition.

Chara8er, Manners and Cufloms.] Virginia has pro-
duced fome of the moft ditlinguifhed and influential
men that have been allive in effe&ing the two late
grand and impartant revolutions in America. Her
political and military charaéer will rank among the
iirt in the page of hitory. Butit is to be obferved that
this chara&er has been obtained for the Virginians by a
few eminent men who bave taken the lead in all their
pubiick tranfattions, and who, in fhort, govern Vir-
ginia ; for the great body of the people do not con-

R _ cern -
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cern themfelves with politicks—{o that their goverc-
ment, though nominally republican, is, in fa&, oligar-
chal or ariftocratical. :

The Virginians, who are rich, are in general fenfible,
polite and hofpitable, and of an independent fpirit.
The poor are ignorant and abjc&—and all are of an
inquifitive turn, and iu many other re{peés, very much
refemble the people in the eaftern ftates. They differ
from them, however, in their morals ; the former being
much addi&ed to gaming, drinking, fwearing, horfe-

“racing, cock-fighting, and moft kinds of diffipation.
There is a much greater difparity between—the—rich——
and the poor, in Virginia, than in any of the northera
ftates.

A fpirit for literary-inquiries, if not altogether con-
fined to a few, is, among the body of the people, evi-
dently fubordiuate to a fpirit of gaming and barbarous
fports. At almoft every tavern or ordinary, on the
publick road, there is a billiard table, a backgammon
table, cards, and other implements for various games.
T'o thefe publick houies the gambling gentry in the
neighboarhood, refurt to 4/ time. which hangs heavily.
upon them ; and at this buiinefs they are extremely
expert, having been accuftomed to it from their earlicft
youth. The paflion for cock-fighting, a diverfion not
only-inhumaaly barbarous, but infinitely beneath the
dignity of a man of fenfe, is fo predominant that they
even advertife their matches i the publick news-pa-
pers. This diffipation of inanners is the fruit of in-
dolence and loxury, which are the fruit of the African
flavery.

Conflitution, Courts and Lazws.] The executive power
is lodged in the hands of a Governor, chofen annually,
and incapable of alting more than thiee years in {even:
He is aflilted by a council of eight members. The
judiciary powers are divided among feveral courts.
Legiflation is exercifed by two houfes of aflembly, the
one called the Houfe of Delegates, compofed of two
members from each county, chofen annually by the
citizens poffeffing an eftate for life in 1co acres of ua-

inhabited
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rahabited land, or 25 acres with a houfe on it, or in a
houfe or lot in fome town : The other called the Sen-
ate, confifting of 24 members, chofen quadrennially by
the fame ¢le€tors, who for this purpofe are diftributed
into 24 diftrits. The coneurrence of both houfes is
neceffary to the pafling of a law. They have the ap-
poiatment of the Governor and Council, the Judges
of the fuperior courts, Auditors, Attorney-General,

Treafurer, Regifter of the land-office, and Delegates
to Coungrefs.

T

wealth, vpon penalty of the forfeiture of the fum of
£ 1000 for every flave. And every flave imported

contrary to the true intent and meaning of this a&,
becomes free.

- /I_nrgﬁwfwasp&&é—by the-affembly
: 1 ) ; R

Commerce.] Before the prefent war was exported
from this ftate, communibus annts, nearly-as follows :

Articles. : Quantity. L
Tobacco, 55,000 hhds. of 1000lb.
Wheat, &,cco buthels.

Indian oorn, 0,000 bufhels,
Shipping, ) B

Maits, planks, fkantling, fhingles, ftaves,

g‘alr, pitch, ﬁ:rpentine, 7 10,000 barrels.

eltry, viz. fkins of deer, beavers, otters,

‘mufksats, racoons, fo’xcs, S 180 hhds. of Goolb.
Pork, 4,000 barrels.
Flax-feed, hemp, cottan,

Pit-coal, pig-iron,

Peafe, §,000 buth-ls.
Beef, 1,000 barrels.
Sturgeon, white-thad, herring,

Brandy from peaches and apples, whifky,

Horfes.

The amount of the above articles is £.850,000, Virginia mo-
Irey, or 607,142 guineas.

_Hiflory.] In the year 1584, two patents were
‘granted by Queen Elizabeth, one to Adrain Gilbert,
(Feb. 6) the other to Sir Walter Raleigh, for lands
not poflefled by any Chriftian prince. By the direc-
tion of Sir Walrer, two fhips were fitted and fent out,
nader the command of Philip Amidas, and Arllh“r

: Barlow.
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Darlow. In July they arrived on the coaft, and an-
chored in a harbour feven leagues welt of the Roanoke.
On the 13th of July; they, in a formal manner, tock
pofleflion of the country, and, in honour of their virgn
Queen Elizabeth, they called it Virginia. Till this
time the country was known by the geacral name of
Florida. - After this VirGiniA became the common
name for all North- America.

In the year 1537, Manteo was baptized in Virginia.
He was the firft native Indian who received that ordi-
~wance in-that-part-of Americar—On-the 18th-of Au- -
guft, Mrs. Daie was delivered of a daughter, whom——
fhe called Virgixia. She was the firt Englifh child
that was born in North- America.

In the fpring of the yrar 1606, James I. by patent,
-divided Virginia into two colonies. The foutdern in-
cluded all lands between the 34th and 41ft degrees of
north latitnde. This was ftiled the firfl colony, under
the name of South-Virginia, and was granted to the
London Company. The northern, called the fecond
colotzy, and known by the general name of North-Vir-
ginia, included all lands between the 38th and 45th
degrees north latitude,and was granted to the Plymouth
Company. Xach of thefe colonies had a council of
thirteen men to govern them. To prevent difputes
about territory, the colonies were prohibized to plant
within an hundred miles of each other. There appears
to be an inconfiltency in thefe grants, as the lands ly-
ing between the 38th and 41t degreces are covered by
both patents.

Both the London and Plymouth companies attempt-
ed fcttlements within the limits of their refpective
_ grants, bat with ill fuccels, for no cffe€tual fettlements
were made by the former till 1610, and by the latter
not till 1620. Lord Delaware, in 1610, came over to
Virginia with a freth fupply of fettlers and provifions,
which revived the dreapiag fpirits of the former com-
pany, and gave permanmcncy and refpeability to the
{ettlement.

In April, 1613, Mr. John Rolfe, a worthy young

gentlemar,
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. gentleman, was martied to Pecakbontas, the daughter of
Pocvhatan, the famous Indiun chicf.  This counnexion,
which was very agreeable both to the Laglifh aud In-
dians, was the foundation of a friendly and advantage-
ous commerce hetween them.

In 1616, Mr.y Rolfe, with his wife Pocahontas, vif-
jted England, where fhe was treated with that attentien
and refpe& which fhe had merited by her important
fervices to the colony in Virginia. She died the year
following at Gravefend, in the 22d year of ber age,

jult as fhe was about to embark for America. She

-had e¢mbraced the Chriftian rehigion 5 and in her Iife
and death evidenced the fincerity of lLer profeflion,
She left a little fon, who, having reccived his education
in England, came over to Virginia, where he lived and
.died in-atfRuence and honour, leaving behind bim an
ouly daughter. . Her defcendants are among the moft
refpectable families in Virginia.

Toemocome, a (enfible Indian, brother in law to Po-
cahontas, accompanied her to England 5 and was di-
re@ed by Powhatan to bring him an exa@ account of
the numbers and ftrength of the Englifh. Tor this
purpofe, when he arrived at Plymouth, he took a long
#ick, intending to cut a notch in it for every perfon
he thould fee. This he foon found impraéticable, and
threw away his ftick.  On his return, being afked by
Powhatan, how many peogle there were, he is faid to
have replicd, ¢ Count the itars in the fky, the leaves
on the ticcs, and the fands on the fea fhore ; for fuch
is the number of the people in England.”

In 16350, thé parliament, confidering itfelf as ftand-
_ ang in the place of their depofed King, and as having
{ucceeded to all its powers, without as well as within
the realm, began to affume a right over the colonies,
paffiog 20 2 for inhibiting their trade wich foreign
pations. This fucceflion to the exercife of the kingly
anthority gave the firft colour for parliamentary inter-
ference with the colonies, and produced that fatal pre-
cedeut which they continucd to follow after they had
retired, in other profpeéts, within their proper fun&ious.

When
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When this eolony, therefore, which fill maintained its
oppofition to Cromwell and the parliament, was indu. -
ced, in 1651, to lay down their arms, they previoufly fee
vured their moft effential rights, by a folemn convention.
This conivention, cntered into with arms in their
iiands, they fuppofed Lad fecured the ancient limits of
their country, its free trade, its exemption from taxa-
____tion, but by their own aflembly, and exclufion of military
force from among them. Yet in every of thefe points

' ventiomviol
— paniiaments,; and other infra&ionsof thetrconfhitution;——

equally dangerous,committed. Their general affembly,
which was compofed of the council of tate and burgef-
fes, fitting together and deciding by plurality of voices,
was {plit 1dto two houfes, by which the council obtaia-
ed a feparate negative on their laws. Appeals from
their fupreme court, which had been fixed by law in
their general aflembly, were arbitrarily revoked to Eng-
land, to be there heard before the king and council.
Inftead of 400 miles on the fea coaft, they were reduc-
ed, in the fpace of 30 years, to about 100 miles. Their
trade with foreigners was totally fupprefled, and whes
carried to Great-Britain, was there Jloaded with im-
pofts. Itisunneceflary, however, to glean up the fev-
~ eral inftances of injury, asfcattered through American
and Britifh hiftory, and the more efpecially as, by pafl-
ing on to the acceffion of the prefent king, we fhall
find {pecimens of them all, aggravated, multiplied,
aod crouded within a fmall compafs of time, fo as to
evince a fixed defign of confideriag our rights, natural,
conventional and chartered, as mere nullities.  The fol-
lowing is an epitome of the firft fifreenyears of his reign,
The colonies were taxed internaily and externally ; their
effential interefts facrificed to individuals in Great-Bri-
tain; their legiflatures fufpended ; cliarters annulled 5
trials by juries taken away ; their perfons fubjeéted te
tranfportation acrofs the Atlantick, and to trial before
foreign judicatories ; their fupplications for rediefs
thought beneath anfwer ; themiclves publithed as cow-
ards in the councils of their mother CUUH(T}”dﬂd—t‘ﬁ—ﬁ%E&rw
R o



