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194 KENTUCK Y

of Europe ; armed troops fent among them to enforce
fubmifliion to thefe violences ; and aual hoftilities
commenced againft them. No alternative was prefent-
ed but refifance, or unconditional fubmiffion. DBetween
thefe could be no hefitation. They clofed in the ap-
peal to arms. “They declared themfelves independent
ftates. They confedcrated together into one great re-
pubhck ; thus fecuring to every flate the benefit of an
union of their whole force They fought—they con-
quered—and obtained a glorious PEacE—and are now
-enjoying its happy fruits under the beft Contflitution

KENTUTCKY.

miles.
Length 250 between 36°30’and 39° 30’N. Latitude.
Breadthzoo - 8°and 15° Wett Longitude.

OUNDED northweﬁ, by the river Ohio ; weft,
by Cumberland river ; fouth, by North-Carolina 5.
caft, by Sandy river, and a line drawn due fouth from
its fource, till it ftrikes the northern boundary of
North-Carolina.
Civi! Divifions.] ~ Kentucky was originally divided
into two counties, Lincoln and Jefferfon. It has fince
been fubdivided into feven, which follow :

Counties. Chief Towns.
Jefferfon, Loussviree.
Fayctte, Lexincgon.
Bourbon,

"~ Mercer, Harrodflown.
Nelfon, Barditown.
Maddifon,

Lincoln,

P wers.]  The river Ohio wathes the northweltern
:de of Kentucky, in its whole extent. Its principal
mwchce, which water this-fertile tra&t of country, are
Sandy, Licking, I\gntucky, Salt, Green and Cumber-

fand vivers, T hcfc again bra'lch, in various direftions,
into
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into rivulcts of different magnitudes, fcrtilizing the
country in all its parts.

Springs.] ‘There are five noted falt fprings or licks
in this country, viz. the higher and lower Blue Springs,
on Licking river, from fome of which, it is fuid, iffuz
ftreams of brinifh water; the Big Bone lick, Drennon’s
licks ; and Bullet's lick, at ba]tibxxrg The lait of
thefe lic;{s, though in low order, has fupplied this
country aud Cumberland with fult, at 20 fillings the
bufhel, Virginia currency ; and fome is exported to the .

Hlinots-country. The method of procuring water frem

thefe-ticks, is by finking wells from 30 to o feet decep.
The water drawn from thefe wells is more itrongly im-
pregnated with falt than the water from the fea.

Face of the Country, Soil and Produce.] This whole
country, as far as has yet been difcovered, lies npon a
bed of lime ftone, which in general is about fix feec
below the furface; except in the vallies, where the foil
is much thiner. A tra@ of abeut 20 miles wide, along
the banks of the Olifo, 1s hilly, broken land, intet{perf-
ed with many fertile fpots. The reft of the country is
agreeably uneven, geatly alcendiag and defeending at

“no great diltances.

No country will admit of being thicker fettled with
farmers, who confine themfelves to agriculture, than
this. But large ftocks of eattle, except in the neigh-
bourhood of barrens, caunot be raifed.

This country in general is well timbered. Of the
natural growth which is peculiar to this country, we
may reckon the fugar, coffee, papaw, and cucumber
trees. ‘T'he two lalt are a {oft wood, and bear a fruit
of the fhape and fize of a cucumber. The coffee tree
refembles the black oak, and bears a pod, which in-
clofes good caffee.  Befides thefe there is the honey lo-
cult, black mulberry, wiid cherry of a large fize, buck-
eye, an exceedingly foft wood, the magnolia, whieh
bears a beautiful bloflom of a rich and exquifite frag-
rance. Such is the varicty and beauty of the flowering
fhrubs and plants which grow fpontaneoufly in this
country, that in the proper feafon the wildernefs ap-
pears in bloflom. "The
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The accounts of the fertility of the foil in this coun-
try have, in fome inftances, exceeded belief ;" and prob-
ebly have been cxaggerated. That fome parts of
Kentucky, panticularly the high grounds, are remark-
ably gocd, all accounts agree. The lands of the firlk
rate are too rich for wheat, and will produce 50 and
6o, and in fome iuflances, it is afficmed, 100 bufhels
of good cora an acre.. In common, the land will pro-
duce 30 buthels of wheat or rye an acre. Barley, oats,
cotton, flax, hemp, and vegetables of all kinds common
in this climate, yield abundanily. The old Virginia

—planters fay, that if the climate does not prove too mpilt,
few foils known will yield more and better tobacco.
.- Climate.]  Healtby and delightful, fome few places
in the neighbourhood of ponds and low grounds except -
ed.  The inhabitants do not experience the extremes
of Licat and cold. Snow feldom falls deep, or lies long.
‘The ‘winter, which begins abont Chriftmas, is never
longer than thiee mouths, and is commonly but two,
and is fo mild as that cattle can fubfift without fodder.
 ChiefTown.] LrxingTon, which ftands on the head
waters of Elkhorn river, is reckoned the capital of Ken-
tucky. Here the courts are held, and bufinefs regu-
lariy condyted. In 1786, it contained about 109
houfes, and feveral Rores, with a good aflortment of diy
goods. It muft have greatly increaled fince.

Pspulation and Charader.] It is impoffible to afcer-
tain, with any degreg of accuracy, the prefent number
of inhabitanis ; owing to the numerons acceffions
which are made almolt every moath. In 1783, in the
county of Lincoln oaly, there were, an the militia
rolls, 3570 men, chiefly emigrants from the lower parts
of Virginia. In 1784, the number of inhabitants was
reckoned at npwards of 30,0co. From the accounts
of their aftonifhing increafe fince, we may now fafely
eflimate them at upwards of 100,000, It is afferted
that at lealt 20,000 emigrated here in the year 1787.
Thefe people, colle€ted from different flates, of differ-
ent manners, cuftoms, religions, and political fenti-
wieats, have not been long cnough together to form a

o ’ ~_ uaiform
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uniform and diftinguithing chara&er. Among the fet-
tlers there are many gentlemen of abilities, and mary
genteel families from feveral of the ftates, who give
dignity and refpe@ability to the fettlement. They
are in general nore orderly, perhaps, than any people
who have fettled a ncw country.

Religion. ] The Baptifts are the moft numerous re-
ligious fe& in Kentucky. In1787 they had 16 churches
eftablifhedbefides feveral congregations where churches
were not conltituted. Thele were fupplied with up-

wards of 30 minilters or teachers. There are {everal

large congregations of Prefbyterians, and {ome few of
other denominations.

Literature and Improvements.] The legiflature of Vir-
ginia have made provifion for a college in Kentucky,
and have endowed it with very confiderable landed
funds. The Rev. John Todd has given a very hand-
fome library for its ufe.  Schools are citablithed in the .
feveral towns, and, in general, regularly and hand-
fomely fupported. They have a printing-office, and
publifh a weekly gazette. They have ercéted a paper
mill, an oil mill, fulling mills, faw mills, and a great
number of valuable grilt mills, Their falt works are
more than fufficient to {upply all the inhabitants, at a
low price. They make confiderable quantities of fugar
from the fugar trees.  Labourers, particularly tradef-
men, are exceedingly wanted here.

Curigfities.] 'T'hebanks, or rather precipices of Ken-
tucky and Dick’s rivers, are to be reckoned among the
natural curiofitics of this country. Here the afton-
ifhed eye beholds 3 or 400 feet of {olid perpendicular
rock, in fome parts of the lime-ftone kind, and in others
of fine white marble, curioufly checkered with ftrata
of aftonithing regularity. Thefe rivers have the ap-
pearance of deep, artificial canals. Their banks are
level and covered with red cedar groves. -

Hiflory.] The firft white man who difcovered this
province, was one James M*Bride, in the year 1754.
From this period it remained uvexplored till about the
year 1767, when one John Finley and fome others,

- "Rz ' trading
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trading with the Indians, fortunately travelled over
the fertile region, now called Kentucky, then known
to the Indians, by the name of the Dark and Bloody
Grounds, and fometimes the Middle Ground. This
country greatly engaged Mr. Finley’s attention, and
he communicated his difcovery to Colonel Daniel Boon,
and a few maore, who, conceiving it to be an interefting
objefly agreed, in the year 1769, to undertake a jour-
_pey-i ee-to explae it.  After a long, fatigaing
march, over a.mountainous wildernefs, in 3 weftward
dire&tion, they at leagth arrived upon its borders ; and

from the top of an eminence, with joy and wonder, def~
cried the heantiful landfcape of Kentucky. Here they
encamped, and fome went to hunt provifions, which
were readily procured, there being plenty of game,
while Coaionel. Boon and Jobhn Finley made a tour
through the country, which they found far exceeding
their expe@ations, and returning to camp, informed
their companions of their difcoveries. But in fpite of
this promifing beginning, this company, meeting with
nothing but hardfhips and adverfity, grew exceedingly.
ditheartened, and was plundered, difperfed and killed:
by the Indians, except Colonel Boon, who continucd:
an inhabitant of the wildernefs until the year 1771,
when he returned home.

Colonel Henderfon, of North-Carolina, being inform-
zd of this country by Colonel Boon, he, and fome other
gentlemen, held a treaty with the Cherokee Indians, at.
Wataga,in March, 1775,and then purchafed from them
the lands lving on the fonth fide of Kentucky river, for:
guods,at valuablerates, tothe amount of £.6000 fpccie.
—_Soon after this purchafe, the ftate of Virginia took
the alarm, agreed-to. pay the money Coloael Donald-
fon had contraéted for, and then difputed Colon¢l Hen-
- derfon’s right of purchafe, as a private gentJeman of
another ftate, in behalf of himfclf. However, for his-
cminent fervices to this country, and for baving been
inftrumental in makipg fo valuable an acquifition te
Virginia, that ftate was plealed to reward him with a
tract of land, at the mouth of Green river, totlhcamouncf

o



