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SOUTH-CAROLINA.

S

miles.
Length 200

32° and 35 North Latitude.
Breadth12y

4° and 9° Weft Longitude.
OUNDED eaft,by the Atlantick ocean; north, by
North-Carolina ; fouthweft and fouth, by Savannah
viver, whicl_ divides it from Georgia. The weltern
boundary has not yet, with accuracy, been afcertained.
- Civil Divifions.] The proprietors who firit fent fet-

into counties and parifhes.

between

‘I'he countieswere generally namedafter the proprietors.
No county courts, however, were eftablifhcd, and this
divifion,though for a long time kept up in the province,
became in a great meafure obfolete, previous to the re-
volution.  Since the revolation, county courts have
been cllablifhed, and the &ate is now divided into dif-
triéts and counties—and the counties are fubdivided, in
the lower country, into parihes—and in the upper
country, into fmaller or voting diftris.
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Ciimate.] The climate is different in different parts
of the ftate. Along the fea coaft, bilious difeafes and
fevers of all kinds are prevalent between July and Oc-
tober. The probability ef dying is much greater be-
tween the 20th of June and the 2oth of O&ober, than
in the other eight months in the year.

One caufe of thefe difcafesis, a low, marfhy coumr) ,
which is overflowed for the fake of cultivating rice.
The exhalations from thefc flagnated waters—from the
rivers—and from the neighbouring ocean—and the pro-
fufe perfpiration of vegetables of all kinds which cover
the ground, fill the air with moiiture. . This moilture
falls in frequent rains and copious dews. From actuel

obfervation it was found, that the average annual fall
of rain for ten years was 42 inches; without regarding .
the moidure that fell in fogs and dews. The great
heat of the day relaxes the body, and the agrecable
coolnefs of the evening invites to an expofure to thele
heavy dews. But afecond, and probably a more opera-
tive caufe in producing difcafes, is the indolence of the
inhabitants. To this, phyficians fay, more than on any
unavoxdablymjur.ous qualmcsm the air,are tobeafcribed
Sz the
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the difeafes fo common in this country. The upper
country, fituated in the medium between heat and cold,
is as healtbful as any part of the United States.
Rivers.] This flate is watered by four large, nav-
igable rivers, befides a great nunber of fmaller ones,
which are paflable in boats. The river Sawvarnat
wafhes it in 1ts whole length from northwrﬁ to fouth-
ealt. The Edﬁo rifes in two branches from a remark-
able r14ge in the interior partof the ftate. Thefe branch-

“es unite alittle below Orangeburg, which fiands on the

North Fork, and form Edilto river, which, having pafl-
ed ]ncl\fonfbdrb, branches and embraces Edifto illand.
Santee is the largelt and longell river in this flate.
It emnpties into the ccean by two moutbs, a little fonth
of Georgetown. About 120 miles, in a dire& line
from its moauth, it branches into the Congaree and Ha-
teree ; the latter or northern branch pafles the Catabaw
nation of Indians, and bears the name of the Catabazw
river from this fettlement to its fource. The Congaree
branches into Saluda and Broad rivers. Broad river
again branches into Enoree, Tyger and Pacolet rivers ; on
the latter of which ai1e the celebrated Pacolet Spnngs.
Jult below the jun&ion of Saluda and Broad rivers, on
the Congarce, fiands the-town of Corumsia, which is
intended to be the futurefeat of governmentin this ftate.
Pedee river rifes in North-Carolina, where it 1s call-
ed Zadkin river. In this ftate, however, it takes the
name of Pedee,and receiving Lynche’s creek and Wak-
kamaw river, paffes by Georgetown, which it leaveson
the eaft, and 12 miles below it emptics into the ocecan.
All the forementioned rivers, except Edifto, rife from
various fources in that ridge of mountains which divides
the waters which flow into the Atlantick ocean from
thofe which fall into the Miflifippi. : ’
_Mountains.] The Tryon and Hogback mountains
are 220 wiles northweft from Charleflon. The eleva-
tion of thefe mountains above their bafe is 3840 feet ;
and above the fea coalt 4640. Andas no objeét inter-
venes to abftrud the view, a man with telsfcopick eyes
might difcern veileds at fea. T
Iflends. ]
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Hlande.] The f{ea coalt is bordered with a chain of

fine fea iflands, around which the fea flows, opening an
exceilent inland navigation for the counveyance of pro-
duce to market.

The principal of thefe are, James1fland, John’s[{land,
Lditto, St. Helena, Ladies Ifland, Paris 1fland, the
Hunting Iflands, and Hilton Head Ifland.

The foil and natural growth of thefe iflands are not
noticeably different from the adjacent mainland. They
are in general favourable for the culture of indigo. :

_-—Cfl)itj Tomns T CuarresTon—ts-theonlyconlfidera~
ble town in South-Carolina. Itis fituated on the tongue
of land which is formed by the confluence of Afhley and
Cooper rivers, which are large and navigable. Thefe
rivers mingle their waters immediately below the town,
and form a fpacious and convenient harbour,which com-
municates with the ocean at Sullivan’s ifland, feven miles
fouthealt of the town. Charlefton is more healthy than
any part of the low country in the fouthern ftates. On

" this account it is the refort of great numbers of gen-
tlemen, invalids from the Weift-India iflands, and of the
rich planters from the country, who come here to {fpend
the fickly montks, as they arc called, in queft of health
and of the {ocial enjoyments which the city affords.
And in no part of America are the focial bleffings en-
joyed more rationaily and liberally than in Charlefton.
Unaffe@ed hofpitality, affability, eafe in manners and
addrefs, and a difpofition to make their guefts welcome,
caly and pleafed with themfelves, are chara@erilticks
of the refpeétable people in Charleflon.

T'he land on which the town is built is flat and low,

" and the water brackith and unwholefome. The flreets
from calt to weflt extend from river to river, and run-
ning in a ftraight line, nct only open beautiful prof-
pects each way, but afford excelleat opportunities, by
means of fubterranean drains, for removing all nui-
fances, and keeping the city clean and healthy. Thefe
ftreets are interfectcd by others, nearly at right angles, .
and throw the town into a number of fquares, with
dwelling-houfes iu front, and office-houfes and little

_ SR gardens
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gardens bebind.  The houfes, which have been lately
buoilt, are brick, with tiled roofs. Some of the build-
ings in Charlcflon are elegant, and moft of them are
neat, airy, and well furnifhed. The publick buildings
are, an exchange, ftate-houfe, armoury, poor-houfe, two
Jarge churchesfor Epifcopalians, two for Congregation-
alills or Independents, one for Scotch Prefbyterians, twor
for the Baptilts, one for the German Lutherans, one
- for the Methodifts, one for French Proteltants, befides
- a meeting-houle for Quakers, one Jewith fynagogue; -
%Mﬁ—é*ﬁﬁfl—fﬁf—}%ﬁﬂraﬁ CdluUll(.le

In 1787, there were 1600 houfes in this city, and
9600 white inhabitants, and 5400 negroes ; and what
evinces the healthinefs of the place, upwards of zoo
of the white inhabitants were above Go years of age.

Bravrort, on Port-Royal ifland, is a pleafant,
thriving little town, of about 50 or Go houfes, and 200
inhabitaats, who are diltinguithed for their hofpitality
and politenefs.

GeorgeTown ftands on a fpot of land near the
jané&ion of a number of rivers, which, when united in
one broad ftream, by the name of Pedee, fall into the
ocean 12 miles below the town,

General Face of the Country.] The whole ftate, to
the diftance of 80 miles from the fea, is level, and al-
moft without a flone. In this diftance, by a gradual
afcent from the fea coalt, the land rifes about 1go feet.
Here commences a cwioufly uneven country. The
traveller is conftantly afcending or defcending little
fand hills, which natwie {eems to have difunited in a
frolick. If a pretty high fea were fuddenly arrefted,
and transformed into fand hills, in the very form the
waves exilted at the moment of transformation, it
would prefent the eye with juft fuch a view as is here
to be feen.  Some little herbage, and a few fmall pines,
grow even on this foil.  The |nhabnants are few, and
have but a {canty fubfiftence on corn and {fweet pota-
toes, which grow here tolerably well.  This curious
country continues for 60 miles, till you arrive at a
placc ealled The Ridge, u,o miles from Charle"]i?ck:n.

s

<
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This ridge is a remarkable tra& of high ground, as you
approach it from the fca, but level as you advauce
noithwell from its fummit.  Itisafine, high, healthy
belt of fand, well watered and of a good {oil, and ex-

 tends from the Savannah to Broad river, in zbout 6°
30’ welt longituds from Philadelphia.  Beyond this
1idge, commences a country exaétly refembling the
northern flates. Here Lills and dales,with all their ver-
dure and variegated beauty, prelent themfcives to the
eye. \Wheat fields, which are rare in the low country,
begin to grow cammon. = Here Heaven has beftowed
its bleflings with a moll. bounteons hand. Theairis

much more temperate and healthful, than nearer to the
fea. The hills are covered with valuable woods, the
vallies watered with beautiful rivers, and the fertility of
tle foil is equal to every vegetable produ&ion. This,
by way of diftin&ion, is called the upper country, where
are different modes and different articles of cultivation ;
where the manners of the pcople, and even their lan-
guage, have a different tore.  The land itill rifes by a
gradual afeent ; cach fucceeding hill overlooks that
which immediately precedes it, till, having advanced
220 miles in a northwelt dire&ion from Charlefton, the
clevation of the land above the fea coaft is fourd, by
menfuration, to he about 800 feet. Here commences
2 mountainous country,-which continues rifing to the
wellern terminating point of this ftate. |

Soil and Produdions.] The foil may be divided into
four kinds, firft, the Pine Barren, which is valuable only
for its timber. Interfperfcd among the pine barren, .
are trafts of land free of timber, and of every kind of
growth but that of grafs. Thefe trafts are called Sa-
wannas,conllitutiag a fecond kind of foil, good for graz-
ing. The third kind is that of the fwamps and low
grounds oo the rivers, which is a mixture of ‘black loam
and fat clay, producing naturally canes in great pleaty,
cyprefs, bays, &c. In thefe fwamps rice is cultivated,
which conititutes the Raple commedity of the flate.
The high lands, commonly known by the name of ozk
sad hickory lands, coniitate the fourth kind of foil.

. - The’
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The natural growth isoak, hickary, walnnt, pine and
locuft. On thefe lands, in the low country, Indian cora
is -cultivated, principally ; and in the back country,
they raife tobacco ia large quantities, wheat, rye, bar-
ley, oats, hemp, flax, cotton and filk.

It is curious to obferve the gradations from the feca
coatt to the vpper country, with refpet to the produce,
the mode of cultivation, and the cultivators. . On the
iflands upon the fea—coall, and for 40 or 5o miles back,
{aud on the rivers much farther) the cultivators are all _
Alaves. No white- ‘man; to fpeak generally, ever thinks

i imfelf, with-
out negroes. If he has no negroes, he herS himfelf as
ovcrfecr, to fome rich planter, (who has more than he
can or will attend to) till he can purchafe for himfelf.
The articles cultivated, are corn, and potatoes, which
are food for the negroes; vice and indigo for exporta-
tion. The foil is cultivated almoft wholly by manual
labour. The plough, till fince the peace, was {carcely
ufed, and prejudices {till exift againft it. In the middle
fettlements negroes are not fo numerous. The mafter
attends perfonally to his own bufinefs, and is glad to
ufe the plough to affift his negroes, or himfelf when he
has no negroes. The foil is not rich enough for rice.
1t produces moderately good indigo weed ; no tobacco
is raifed for exportation. The farmer is contented to
raife coru, potatoes, oats, poultry, and a little wheat.
In the upper country, many men have a few negroes,
and a few have many ; but generally {peaking, the far-
mers bave none, and depend, like the inhabitants of the
northern ftates, upoa the labour of themfelves and
families, for fubfiftence. The plough is ufed almoft
wholly. Indian corn, wheat, rye, potatoes, &c. are
raifed for food, and large quantities of tobacco, and
fome wheat and indigo for exportation.

Conflitution.] By the counftitution of this ftate, the
lcglﬂauve authority is vefted in 2 general affembly, to
confit of two diftin& boéies, a fenate and houfe .of
reprefentatives. Thefe two bodies, jointly, by ballot,
at their every firft meetmg, choofe. a Governor and

. - Licutcaant-Governory
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Lieuntenant- Governor, both continue for two years, and
a privy couacil, (to coalilt of the Lientenant- Governor
and cizht other perfons) all of the proteftant religion.

'lhc Governor and Lieutenant-Governor muit have
been refidents in the ftate for ten years, and the mem-
bers of the privy council five years preceding their
eleé@tion, and poflels a freehold in the ftate of the value
of at lcaft ten thoufand pounds currency, clear of debr.

The Governor is eligible but iwo years in fix years,
and 15 vedted with the executive aut hority of the date.

“The fenate are chofen by ballot, biennially, on the

la!t Monday 1o Noven:ber ; thirteen make a quorum.
A fenator mialt be of the proteftant relizion ; muft have
attained the age of 30 years ; muft have been a refident
in the (tate at lealt five years ; and mult pofle(s a free-
hold 1n the parith or diftriét for which he is ele&ted, of
at lcatt two rhoufand pounds currency, clear of debt.

The tatt dMonday in November, biennially, two hun-
dred and two perfons are to be chofen in different parts
of the ftate, (cqually proporticned) to reprefent the
freemen of the Rate in the gereral affembly, who are
to meet with the {enate, annually, at the fcat of gov-
erament, on the firlt Monduy in [anuary.

All free white men of 21 years of age, of one year’s
refidence in the ftate, and poflefling frecholds of 5o
acies of land each, or what fhall be deemed equal
thercto, are quaitiied to clect reprefentatives.

Lvery fourteen years the reprefentation of the whele
ftate is to be proportioned inthe moft equaland jult max-
ner, dccordlmrto the pnttuumr and comparative flrength
and taxabic property of the diffcrent parts of the fame.

State of Literature.] Gentlemen of fortune, before
the late war, {ent their fons to Europe for education.
During the waraed fince,they have generally {eat them
to the middle and northern flates.  Thofe who have
been at this c‘cp:nh in educaiing their rons, have been
but comparatively few in number, {o that the literature
of the flate is zt alow ebb.  Since the peace, however,
it has begun to flourith.  There are feveral flourtthing
acadc.mxcs in Charlettop—one at Beaufort, on Port Royal

ifland—
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#fland—and feverul others in different parts of the ftate.
Three colleges have lately been incorporated by law—
one at Charletton, which is merely nominal—one at
Winafborough, in the diftrict of Camden—the other at
Cambridge, in the diftrict of Ninety-Six. The publick
“and private donations for the fupport of thefe three
colleges, were originaliy intended to have been anpro-
priated jointly, for the ereting and {upporting of one
refpectable college. The divifion of thele donations
has frultrated this defign. The Mount Sion college, at
Winnfborough, is fupported by a refpeétable focicty of

gentlemen, who have long been incorporated. This
inflitution flourithes, and bids fair for ufcfulnefs. The
college at Cambridge is no more than a grammar fchool.
T'hat the literature of this ftate might be put upon a
refpectable footing, nothing is wanting but a fpirit of
cuterprize among its wealchy inhabitants.

Indians.] The Catabaws are the only nation of In-
dians in this ftate. They have but one town, called
Catabaw, fitvated on Catabaw river, on the boundary
line between North and South-Carolina, and contains
about 450 inhabitants, of which about 150 are tight-
lng men.

Religion.]  Since the revolution, by which all de-
nominations were put on an equal footing, there have
been no difputes between different religious focieties.
They all agree to differ.

The upper parts of this ftate are fettled chiefly by
Prefbyterians, Baptilts and Methodiits. I'rom the moft
probable calculations, 1t is fuppofed that the religious
denominations of this ftate, as to numbers, may be
ranked as follows : Prefbyterians, including the Con-
gregational and Independent churches, Epifcopalians,
Baptilts, Methodilts, &c. '

Population and Character.] The cenlus made by or-
der of Congtefs in 1790, fixes the number of inhabit-
ants in this ftate at 226,131,  On the fea coalt there
are many more {laves than freemen. The balk of the
white population is in the weftern parts of the ftate.
There is no peculiarity in the mannérs of the inhabit-

tants
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ents of this flate, except what arifes from the mifchiev-
ous influence of flavery ; and in this, indeed, they do
not differ from the inhabitants of the other fouthern
ftates: —Slavery, by exempting great numbers from
the neceflities of labour, leads to luxury, diffipation and
extravagance. The abfolute authority which 1s exer-
cifed over their flaves, too much favours a haughty, fu-
percilious behaviour. A difpofition to obey the Cbrift-
1an precept, ** To do to others as we would that otbers
fhould do unto us,” is not cherifhed by a daily exhibi-
tion of many made for one. The Carolinians fooner
arrive at maturity, both in their bodies and minds, than

the natives of colder climates.  They poflefs a natural
quicknefs and vivacity of genius, fuperior to the inhab-
itants of the north ; but too generally want that en-
terprize and peifcverance, which are neceflary for the
higheft attainments in the arts and {ciences. They
have, indeed, few motives to eunterprize. Inhabiting a
fertile country, which by the labour of the flaves, pro-
duces plentifully, and creates afluence ; in a climate
which favours indulgence, cafe, and a difpofition for
convivial pleafures, they too generally reft contented
with barely knowledge enough to tranfa& the common
affairs of life. There are not a few inftances, however,
in this flate, in which genius has been united with ap-
plication, and the effe&@s of their union have been hap-
pily experienced, not only by this ftate, but by the
United States.

The wealth produced by the labour of the flaves, fur-
nifthes their proprietors with the means of hofpitality ;
and no people in the world ufe thefe means with more
liberality. Many of the inhabitants fpare no pains nor
expenfe in giving the highelt polifh of education to their,
children, by enabling them to travel,and by other means
unattainable by thofe who have but moderate fortunes.

The Carolinians are generally affable and eafy in their
manners, and polite and attentive to ftrangers. The
ladies want the biocom of the north, but have an en-

~ gaging foftnefs and delicacy in their appearance and
manners, and many of them poffefs the polite and ele-

-

gant accomplithments. Commerce. §
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Commerce.] The little attention that is paid to
manufa&ures, occafions a vaft confumptmn of foreign,
imported articles ; but the quantities and vulue of
their exports generally leave a balance in favour of the
itate, except when thete are large importations of
negroes.

The amount of the exports in fterling moncy, in one
year, has been eftimated at £.505,270. In the moft
fuccefsful feafoms there have been as many as 140,000
barrels of rice, and 1,300,000 pounds of indigo ex-
ported in one year.

Hiflory.] No fuccefsful attempts were made to

plant a colony in this quarter, till the reign of Charles
1I. of England. Mention, however, is made of Sir -
Robert Heath’s having obtained a grant of Carolina
from Charles I. in 1630 ; but no fettlements were
made in confequence of this grant.

In 1662, after the reftoration of Charles 1I. Ed-
ward, Earl of Clarendon, and feven others, obtained
a grant of all lands lying between the 31t and 36th
degrees of north latitade.

A fecond charter, given two years after, enlarged
their boundaries, and comprehended all that province,
territory, &c. extending ealtward as far as the north ¢nd
of Curratuck inlet, upon a ftraight line wefterly to
Wryonoke cieek, which lies within or about latitude
36° 30’ ; and fo well, in a dire& line as far as the
bouth fea; and fouth and weftward as far as 29° north
latitude, inclufive, and fo weft in dire& lines to the
South fea. Of this large territory, the King conftitu-
ted thefe eight perfons abfolute Lords Proprietors—

invelling them with all neceflary powers to ff:n]e and
govern the fame.

Nothing was fuccefsfully done towards the fettlement
of this country till 1669. At this time, the propric-
- tors, in virtue of their powers, engaged the famcus M.
Locke to frame, for them, a conflitution and body of
laws. This conftitutien, conﬁﬁmg of 120 articles, was
ariltocratical, and lhounrh ingenious in theory, could
never be fucc:fufully reduced to praétice.

P Three
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Three claffes of nobility were to be eltablificd, viz.
barons, caffiques and landgraves. The firt to poflefs
twelve—the fecond twenty-four—the third forty-eight
thoufand acres of land, which was to be unalienable.

During the continuance of the proprictary govern-
ment, a period of 50 years (reckoning from 1669 to
171g) the colony was involved in perpetual quarrels.
Oftentimes they were harrafled by the Indians; fome-
~ times infefted with pirates ; frequently invaded by the
French and Spanifh fleets; conftantly uneafy under their
injudicious government ; and quarrelling with their

governors.—But their moit bitter diflenfions were re-
fpe&ting religion. The Epifcopalians being more nu-
merous than the Diflenters, attempted to exclude the
latter from a feat in the legiflature. Thefe attempt:
were fo far fucceeded, as that the church of England,
by a majority of votes, was eftablithed by law. This
illiberal a& threw the colony into the utmoft confu-
fion, and was followed by a train of evil confequences,
which proved to be the principal caufe of the revolu-
tion. Notwithftanding the a& eltablithing the church
of England was repealed, tranquillity was not reftored
to the colony. A change of govcrnment was gene-
rally defired by the colonifts. They found that they
were not fufficicntly proteéted by their proprictory
conftitution, and effedted a revolation about the yea-
1719, and the government became regal.

In 1728, the proprictors accepted £.22,500 fterling
from the crown, for the property and jurifdition, ex-
cept Lord Graaville, who referved his eighth of the
property, which had never yet bren formaily given up.
At this time the conftitution was new-modclled, and
the territory, limited by the original charter, was di-
vided into North and South Carolinas.

From this period the colony began to flourith. It
was proteted by a government, formed on the plan of
the:Englith conftitution. Under the foltering care of
the mother country,its growth was aftonithingly rapid.
Between the years 1763 and 17735, the number of in-
habitants was more than doubled.” No onc indulged
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