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120 GEORGI A.

a wifh for a change in their political conflitution,. tili
the memorable ftamp aét, paffed in 1765,

During the vigorous conteft for independence, this
flate was a great fufferer. For three years it was the—
feat of the war. It feels and laments the lofs of many
of its noble citizens. ~ Since the peace, it has been
emerging from that melancholy confufion and poverty,
in which it was generally involved by the devaltations
of a relentlefs enemy. The inhabitants are faft multi-
plying by emigrations from other flates ; the agricul-

tural interelts of the ftate are reviving ; commerce is
flourithing ; economy is becoming more fafhionable ;
and fcience begins to fpread her falutary, influences.
among the citizens.  And fuch are the natural, com-
mercial and agricultural advantages of this flate, and
the abilities of the leading charaéters in it, that it
promifes to become one of the richelt in the union.
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O

miles.

Length 600 31° and 35° North Latitude.
Breadth 250} bcrween{ 5o and 16° Weft Longitude,

OUNDED eaft, by the Atlantick ocean ; fouth,
by Ealt and Weft Floridas ; welt, by the river
Miffifippi ; north, by North-Carolioa; northeaft, by.
South-Carolina. o
Civil Divifions.] That part of the ftate which has
been laid out in counties, is divided as follows :

Counties. Principal Towns.
Chatham, SAVANNAR, lat, 320 5/,
Effingham, Ebenezer. - :
Burke, Waynefborough and Louifville.
Richmond,. AUGUSTA.

Wilkes, ‘Wathington,

_ Liberty, Sunbury.
Glynn, Brunfwick-
Camden, * St. Partrick’s.
‘Waihington, Golphinton.
Greene, Greeniburg.
Eranklin,
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Chief Towns.] The prefent fcat of government in
this ftate is AucusTa. It isfiruated on the fouthweit
bank of Savannah river, about 144 miles from the fea,
and 127 northweft of Savannah. The town, which
contains upwards of 200 houles, is on a fine large plain ;
and as it enjoys the belt foil, and the advantage of a
central fituation betweean the upper and lower counties,
is rifing faft into importance. o —

Savanna, the former capital of Georgia, ftands on
a high fandy bluff, on the fouth {ide of the river of the

——fame name, and #7 miles from its-mouth.—The town
inclading its fuburbs, contains 437 dwelling-houfes and
feparate ftores, one Epifcopal church, a German Lu-
theran chorch, a Prefbyterian church, a Synagogue and
Court-houfe. The number of inhabitants in 1791,
1712 whitesand1220 blacks—among thewhite inhabit-
ants, 51 (nearly 1 in 33) were upwards of 60 years of
age. The ages of a lady and her fix children, living
in this town, in 1787, amounted to 385 years.

SUNBURY is a fea-port town, favoured with a fefe
and very convenient harbour. It is a very pleafant,
Lealthy town, and is the refort of the planters from the
adjacent places of Midway and Newport, during the
fickly months. It was burat by th= Britifh in the late
war, but is now recovering its former populoufnefs and.
importance. It has a flurifhing academy.

The town of LovisvitLg, which is defigned as the
future feat of government in this ttate, has lately been
laid out an the bank of Ogeechee river, about 70 miles.
from its mouth, but is not yet built.

Rivers.] Savannab tiver forms a part of the divifi-
onal line,which feparates this ftate from South-Carolina..
It is formed principally of two branches, by the names of
Tugulo and Keowee, which {pring from the mountains.

Ogeeclte river,about 18 miles fouth of the Savannah, is
“a fmaller river, and nearly parallel with it in its courfe.

Alatamaba, about 6o miles fouth of Savannah river,
is formed by the jun&ion of the Okonee and Okemul-
gee branches. It is a noble river, but of difficult en-

T2 ' trance..



222 G E O R G 1 A.

trance. Like the Nile it difcharges itfelf by feverai-

mouths into the fea.

Befides thefe theve is Turtle river, Litile Sitilla, Great
Sitilla, Crooked river, and St. Mary’s, which form a part
of the fouthern boundary of the United States.

‘The rivers in the middle aud weltern parts of this
ftate, are Apalachiola, which is formed by the Chat-
ahouchee and Flint rivers, Mobile, Pafcagoula and
Pearl rivers.  All thefe running fouthwardly, empty

into the Gulf of Mexico.
———Climate; Difeafes;€5c- - ThefameasinSouth-Carolina.-
Face of the Country—}—Like-that-of South=Carolinas——
Soil and Produétions.] Similar to thofe in the ftate
laft defcribed.

Remarkable Springs.] In the county of Wilkes, within
a mile and aa half of the town of Wathington, is a me-
dicinal fpring, which rifes from a hollow t tree, four or
five feet in length. The infide of the tree is covered
with a coat of nitie,an inch thick,and the leaves around
thefpring are incrufted with afubfance aswhite as fnow.
it is faid to be a fovereign remedy for the fcurvy, fcro-
fulous diforders, confumptions,.gouts, and every other
difeafe arifing from humours in the blood. . A perfon,
who had a fevere rheumatifm in his right arm, having,
in the fpace of ten minutes, drank two quarts of the
water, experienced a momentary chill, and was then
thrown into a perfpiration, which, in a few hours, lcft:
him entirely free from pain, and in perfe@ health.

This{pring, fituated inafine, healthy part of the ftate,
in the neighbourhood of Wathington, where are excel-
lent accommodations,will no doubt prove a pleafant and
falutary place of refort for invalids from the maritime
and unhealthy parts of this and the neighbouring fates.

Curiofities.] About go miles from the fes, as you
advance towards the mouutains, is a very remarkable

“bank of oyfter fhells, of an uncommen fize. T hey run

in a dire€ion nearly parallel with the fea coaft, in three
diltin€t ridges near each other, which together occupy
a fpace of feven miles.in breadth. T'he ridges commence
at Savannah river, and have been traced to the north-

€rn
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ern branches of the Alatamaha. Thefe fhells are an in-
exhauftible fource of wealth and convenience to the
neighbouring inhabitants, as from them they make their
lime for buildinyz, and for the making ef indigo, in
which it is indifpenfibly neccffary.

Commerce, ManufaBures and Agriculture.] The chief
articles of export from this ftate are rice, tobacco, in-
digo, fago, lumber of varivuskinds, naval {tores, leather,
deer {kins, fnake root, myrtle, bees wax, corn, live (tock,
&c. The value of the exports from this ftate in 1772,
was £+ 121;677 Rerhing.—The number of veflels em-

i y , whofe tonnage was 11,246.

Population, Charadler, Manners, &5c.] In the grand
convention at Philadelphia, in 1787, the inhabitants of
this ftate were reckoned at go,coo, including three
ffths of 20.000 negroes. But by the cenfus of 1790,
the number of free inhabitants was found to be ounly
53,284, and that of flaves 29,264. : '

No general charaGer will apply to the ishabitants at
large. Colle&ed from different parts of the world, as
intereft, neceffity or inclination led them, their charac-
ter and manners muft of courfe partake of all the varie-
ties which diftinguifh the feveral ftates and kingdoms
from whence they came.  There is fo little uniformity,
that it is difficult to trace any goveraing principles
among them. An averfion to labour is too predomi-
nant, owing in part to the relaxing heat of the climate,
and partly to the want of neceffity to excite induftry,
An open and friendly hofpitality, particularly to ftran-
gers, is an ornamental charaéteritick of a great part
of this people.

Religion.] In regard to religion, politicks and liter-
ature, this {tate is yet in its infancy. In Savannah isan
Epifcopal church, a Prefbyterian church, a Synagogue,
and a German Lutheran church, fupplied occafionally
by a German mianifter from Ebenezer, where there is a
large convenient ftone church, and a fcttlement of fober
induftrions Germans of the Lutheran religion. In
Augufla they have aa Epifcopal church.  In Midway
is a fociety of Chriltians, eftablifned on the coﬂg'r.ega-T

tional
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tional planc—Their anceftors emigrated in a colony
from Dorchelter, near Bufton, abo-.n the year 1700, and

fettled at a place named Dorcheﬂer, about 20 miles
{fouthwelt of Charlefton, South-Carolina. In 1752, for
the fake of a better climate, and mare land, almoft the
whole fociety removed and fertled at deway They,
as a people, i'ctain, in a great meafure, that fimplicity
of manners, that unaffeéted picty aud brotherly love,
which charaterized their anceftors, the firlt fettlers of
New-England. The upper countiesare fupplied, pretty
generally, by Bapiift and Methodift . mimiters. But.

of any denomination.

Conflitution.]  The numerous defeéts in the late
conftitution of this Rate, induced the citizens, pretty
univerfally, to petition for a revifion of it. It was
accnrdinéy revifed, or rather a new one was formed,
in the courfe of the laft year, nearly upon the plan of
the conftitution of the United States, which has lately
been adopted by the fate.

The State of Literature.] The literature of this
ftave, which is yet in its infancy, is commencing on a
plan which affords the moft flattering profpeéts. The
eharter containing their prefent fyﬂcm of education,
was paffed in the year 1785. A college, with ample
. .and liberal endowments, is inftituted in Louifville, a
high and healthy part of the country, near the centre
of the ftate. There is alfo provifion made for the in-
- flitution of an academy, in each county in the ftate,
1o be fupported from the fame funds, and confidered-
as parts and members of the fame inftitution, under
the genecral-fuperintendence and dire&ion of a prefi-
dent and board of trultees, appointed, for their lite-
rary accomplifhments, from the different parts of the
ftate, and invefted with the cuftomary powers of corpo-
" rations. The inftitution,thus compofed,is denominated
¢ The Univerfity of Georgia”

The funds for the fupport of theirinflitution, are
principally in lands, amounting in the whole to about
fifty thoufaud acres, a great part of which is of the beft

quality,
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quality, and at prefent very valuable. = There are alfo
nearly fix thoufand pounds fterling ia bonds, houfes and
town-lots in the town of Augufta. Ocher publick
property to the amount of £.1000, in each county,
has been fet apart for the purpefes-of buildingand-fur-
nithing their refpe@ive academies. T'he funds origin-
ally defigned for the fupport of the orphan-houfe are
chiefly in rice, plantations and negroes. As the late
Countels of Huntingdon has not, fince the revolution,

exprefled her intention concerning them, they lie at
___prefent in a very unproduive fitwation. )

Iflands.] The whole coalt is bordered with iflands,

affording, with few interruptions, an inland navigation
from the river Savannah to St. Mary’s. The princi-
pal iflands are Skidaway, Waflaw, Offabaw, St.Catha-
rines, Sapelo, Frederica, Jekyl, Cumberland and A melia.

Indians.] The Muskocee or Creek Indians in-
habit the middle parts of this ftate, and are the moft
numerous tribe of Indians of any within the limits of
the United States.  Their whole nuaber, in 1786, was-
17,280, of which 5,860 are fighting men. Their prin-
cipal towns lie in latitude 32° and longitude 11° 20’
from Philadelphia. They are fettled in a hilly, but not
mountainous country. The foil is fruitful in a high
degree, and well watered, abounding in creeks and
rivulets, from whence they are called the Creek Indians.

The Seminoras, a divifion of the Creek Nation,
inhabit a level, flat country on the Apalachicola and
Fliot rivers, fertile and well watered.

The CHactaws, or flat heads, iuhabit a very fine
and extenfive traét of hilly country, with large and
fertile plains intervening, between the Alabama ard
Miffifippi rivers, in the weflern part of this ftate. . This
nation, in 1786, had 43 towns and villages, in three

“divifions, containing 12,123 fouls, of which 4041 are
fighting men. .

‘The Cricasaws are fettled on the head branches of
the Tombeckbe, Mobile and Yazoo rivers, in the north-
welt corner of the ftate. Their country is an extenfive
plain, tolerably well watered from fprings, and of a
R : . . P{fl(’t‘
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pretty good foil.  They have 7 7 towns, the centra] one
of which isin latitude 34° 23/, and longitude 14° 3o’
wefi. The number of fouls in this nation have been
reckoned at 1725, of which 75 aie fighting men.
Hiflory.] 'The fettlement of a colony between the
rivers Savannah and Alatamaha, was meditated in Eng-
Jaud in 1732, for the accommodation—of poor_people in
Great-Britain and Ireland, and for the further fecuity
of Carolina. Private compaflion and publick fpirit con-

- {pired to promote the benevolent defign. Humane and
opulent men fuggefted a plan of tranfporting a number

of indigent families, to this part of America, free of
expenfe. For this purpofe they applied to the King,
George the II. and obtained from him letters _patent,
bearing date June gth, 1732, for legally carrying into
execution what they had generoufly proje€ted. They
called the new province GeorGia, in honour of the
King, who encouraged the plan. A corporation, con-
fifting of 21 perfons, was conftituted by the name of
the T'ruftecs for fettling and eftablithing the colony of
Georgia.

InNovember1732,116 fettlers embarked for Georgia,
to be conveyed thither free of expenfe, furnithed with
every thing requilite for building and for cultivating
the foil.  James Oglethorpe, one of the truftees, and
an ative promoter of the fettlement, embarked as the
head and dire&or of thefe fettlers. They arrived at
Charleftown early in the next year. Mr. Oglethorpe,
accompanied by William Bull, thortly after his arrival,
vifited Georgia, and after reconnoitering the country,
marked the fpot oa which Savannah now ftands, as
the fittelt to begin their fettlement. Here they ac-
cordingly began, and built a {fmall fort ; a number of
fmall huts for their defence and accommodation. Such
- of the fettlers as were able to bear arms, were embod-
ied, and well appointed with officers, arms and ammu-
nition. A treaty of friendfhip was concluded between
the fettlers and their neighbours and the Creek In-
dians, and cvery thmg wore the afpe& of peace and
Afuture profperity.

But
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But the fundamental regulations eftablithed by the
truftces of Georgiawere illyadaptedto the circumftances
and fituation of the poor fcttlers, and of pernicious
confequence to the profperity of the province. Yet,
although the trulteeswerc greatly mittaken, with refpe&t
to their plan of fettlement, it muft be acknowledged
their views were gencrous.  Like other diftant legifla-
tors, who-framed their regulations upen principles of
fpeculation, they were liable to many errors and mii-
takes, and however good their defign, their rules were
found improper and impraticable.

Thefe injudicious regulations and rellriGions—the

waits in which they were involved with the Spaniards and
Indians—and the frequent infurretions among them-
felves, threw the colony into a ftate of confufion and
wretchednefs too great for human nature long to en-
dure. Their opprefled fituation was reprefented to the
truftees by repeated complaints ; till at length, finding
that the province languithed under thcxr care, and
weary with the complaints of the people, they, in the
year 1752, furrendered their charter to the King, and
it was made a royal government.

In the year 1740, the Rev. George Whitefield
founded an orphan houfe academy in Grorgia, about
12 miles from Savannah. Mr. Whitefield died at
Newbury-Port, in New-England, in O&ober, 1770,
in the §6th year of his age, and was buried under the
Prefbyterian church in that place.

TFrom the time Georgia became a royal government,
in 1752, till the peace of Paris, in 1763, fhe ftruggled
under many difficultics, arifing from the want of credit,
from friends, and the fiequent moleftations of enemies.
The good ¢ffe&ts of the peace were fenfibly felt in the
province of Georgia. From this time it began to flou-
rith, under the fatherly care of Governor Wright. To
form a judgment of the rapid g ﬂ‘ro\\th of the colonv we
need only attend to its exports.

In the year 1763, the exports of Georgia confited
of w300 barrcls of nce, 9033 pounds of indigo, 1250
bulkels of Indian corn, which, tozether with deer and

beaver



