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beaver fkias, naval tores, provifions, timber, &c. amount-
¢d to no more than £.27,021 fterling. Ten years af-
terwards, in 1773, it exported commodities to the va-
lue of £.121,677 ttesling.

~ During the late war, Georgia was over run by the
Britith troops, and the inhabitants were obliged to flee
into the neighbouring ftates for fafety. The fufferings
and loffes of her citizens, were as great, in proportion
to their numbers and wealth, as in any of the ftates.
Since the peace, the progrefs of the population of this
{late has been aflonithingly rapid. = Its growth in im-

provement and population, has been checked by the

hoftile irruptions of the Creek Indians, which have
been frequent, and very diftrefling to the frontier in-
habitants for thefe 3 years paft. This formidable na-
tion of Indians, headed by Alexander M‘Gillivray, an
inhabitant of Georgia, who fided with the Britifh in the
- Jate war, flill continue to harrafs the frontiers of this
{tate. Treaties have been held, and a ceflation of hof-
tilities agreed to between the parties ; but all have hith-
erto proved ineffe ual tothe accomplifhment of a peace.
Much was expe@ed from the late treaty held by the
Commiflioners from Congrefs on the one part, and the
Indians on the other ; but the extravagant demands of
the Indians prevented the defired pacifick iffue ; and it

is feared the confequence will be an open war.

The WESTERN TERRITORY.

e ———

NDER this name is comprehended all that part

/) of the United States which lies northweft of the
Ohio. Bounded weft, by the Miflifippi river ; north,
by the northern boundary of the Ubnited States ; eaft,
- by Peonfylvania and the Lakes ; fouth, by the Ohio
river. Containing,according to Mr. Hutchins, 411,000
fquare milcs, equal to 263,040,000 acres 3 from which,
if we dedué@ 43,040,000 acres for water, there wiil re-
main 220,00¢,000 of acres, bedonging to the federal
— government,
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government, to be fold for the difcharge of the national
debt 5 except a narrow ftrip of land, bordering on the
fouth of Lake Erie, and ftretching 120 miles welt of
the weftern limit of Pennfylvania, which belongs to
Conneticut. : y .
Rivers.] The principal rivers in this extenfive coun-
try,are, Mufkingam, Hokhoking, Sioto, Little Miami,
Great Miami, and the Wabath rivers, which fall into the
Ohio from the north ; and the rivers A Vafe, Kafkafkias,
——and 1llinois, which fall into the Miffifippi from the eaft.
Population.] 1t is impofiible to tell the exa&t pop-
ulation of this country. They have been eftimated at

about 6oco fouls, exchifive of Indians. This numberis
made up of French, Englith emigrants from the origi-
nal flates, and negroes. :

Face of the Country, Soil and Produilions.’] The un-
diftinguithed terms of admiration, that are commonly
ufed in fpeaking of the natural fertility of the country
on the weftern waters of the United States, would ren-
der it difficult, without accurate attention in the fur-
veys, to afcribe a preference to any particular part 5 or
to give a juft defcription of the territory under confid-
eration, without the hazard of being fufpe&ed of ex-
aggeration. But in this we have the united opinion of
the geographer, the furveyors, and every traveller that
has been intimately acquainted with the country, and
marked every natural objeét with the moft fcrupulous
“exanefs, that no part of the federal territory unites fo
maoy advantages, in point of health, fertility, variety
of produ&ion, and foreign intercourfe, as that tract
which ftretches from the Mutkingum to the Sioto ard
the Great Miami rivers.

The country on the Ohio is every where pleafant, -
with large level fpots of rich land ; and remarkably
healthy. One gencral remark of this nature will ferve
for the whole tra&t of the globe comprehended betweea
the weftern fkirts of the Allegany mountains ; thence
rununing fouthweftwardly to the diftance of goo miles
to the Ohio falls ; then croffing them northerly to the
heads of the rivers that empty themfelves into the O-

: ' hio :
i
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hio ; thence eaft along the ridge that {eparates the lakes

and Ohio’s freams, to French Creck.  This country
may, from-a proper knowledge, be affirmed to be the

moft healthy, the moit pleafant, the moft commodious

and moft fertile {fpot of earth, known to the Anglo

Americans.

It is a happy circumftance that the Obio Company are
about to commence the fettlement of this country in fo
regular and judicious a manner. [t will ferve as a wife
model for the future fettlement of all the federal lands 3
at the fame time, that, by beginning fo near the weft-
“ern limit of Penufylvania, it will be a continuation of

the old {ettlements, leaving vacant no lands expofed to
be feized by fuch lawlefs banditti as ufually infcft the
frontiers of countriesdiftant from thefeat of goverament.

The defign of Congreds and of the feulen, is, that
the fettlements fhall proceed regularly down the Ohio ;
and northward to Lake Evie. And itis grobable that
not many years will elapfe, before the whole country
above M:ami will be brought to that degree of cultiva-
tion, which will exhibit all its latent beautics, and jult-
ify thofe defcriptions of travellers which have fo often
made it the garden of the world, the {cat of wealth, and
the centre of a great cmpire.

-Animalsy &'c.] No couantry is betier ﬁo;ked with
wild game of every kind. Innumerable herds of deer,
elk, buﬁ'alo, and bear, are fheltered in the groves, and
fed in the extenfive bottoms that every where abound ;
an unqueflionable proof of the great fertility of the foil.
Turkies, geefe, ducks, [wans, teal, pheafants, partnd\*cs,
&ce. are, from obfcrvatlon, believed to be in greater
plenty here, than the tame poultry are in any part of
1he old fettlements in America.

Government, &¢.] By an ordinance of Congrels,

pailed on the 13th of July, 1787, this country, for the
pu,xpoﬁs of temporary gnvernment, was ereéted intc
“one diftri@, fubjeé&t, however, to a divifion, when cir-
cumftances thall make it expedient.

Inthe fame ordinance it is provided, that Congrefs
£:al] appoint a Gpvcmor, Secretary, and three _{t.c)gc:
. The.
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The Governor and Judges are authorized to adopt
and publith in the ditiia, fach laws of the original
fiates, criminal and civil, as may he ueceflary and beit
firited to the circumftances of the diftri&, and report
them to Congrefs. and if approved, they fhall continue
in force, till the organization of the general aflembly
of the diftri&, who “thall have authority to alter thema

So foon as there fhall be 5000 free male inhabitants
of full age, in the diftri&, they fhall receive authority
-to- elc&ﬁtep#e&muxes,m for every 500 free male in-
the reprcfcmanon to increafe progreflively with the
number of free male inhabitants, till there be 25 repre-
fentatives ; after which the number and propoition of
the reprefentatives thall be regulated by the legiflature-

The general aflembly, or legiflature, thall confift of
the Governor, legiflative couucil, and houfe of repre-
fentatives.  The legiflative council fhall confilt of five
members, to continue in office five years, unlefs fooner
removed by Congrefs.

In the ordinance of Congrefs, for the government of
this territory, it is provnded that after the faid terri-
tory acquires a certain degree of population, it fhall be
divided into flates. The ealtern ltate, that is thus pro-
vided to be made, is bounded on the Great Miami on
the weft, and by the Pennfylvania line on the ealt. The
centre of this ftate will fall between the Sioto and the
Hokhoking: —At the mouth. of one of thefe rivers wiil
probablybe the feat of government for this ftate. - And,
if we may indulge the fublime contemplation of behold-
ing the whole territory of the United States fettled by
an enlightened people, and continued under one ex-
tended government, on'the river Ohio, and not far
from this fpot, will be the feat of empire for the whole
dominion. This is central to the whole ; it. will beft
accommodate cvery part ; it is the moft pleafant, and
probably the moft healthful.

In this conne@ion we mult not omit to add, .thata
fettlement is tommencing, with advantageous prof-
- pes, on:the wcﬁcm fide of the Miflifippi, - oppofite

the
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the mouth of the Ohio. The fpot on which the city
is to be built, is called New-Mabprip, after the capital
of Spain. This fettlement, which is without the lim-
its of the United States, in the Spanifh domiaions, is
condu&ing by Colonel Morgan, under the patronage
of the Spanith King. '

New-Madrid, from itslocal fitnation and adventitious
privileges, is in profpeét of being the great emporium
of the weftern country, unlefs the free navigation of the
Mififippi thould be upened to the United States. And
even fhould this de v i
bably will not without a rupture with Spain, this muft
be a place of great trade.  For here will naturally cen-
trc the immenfe quantities of produce that will be borne
down the lllinois, the Miflifippi, the Ohio, and their
various branches ; and if the carriers can find as good
a market for their cargoes here, as at New-Orlcans
or the Weit-Indies, and can procure the articles they
defire, they will gladly fave themfelves the difficulties
and dangets of navigating the long Miffifippi.

It has been fuppofed by fome, that all fettlers who
go beyond the Miffifippi, will be forever loft to the
United States. There is, I believe, little danger of
this, provided they are not provoked to withdraw their
friendip. The emigrants will be made vp of citi-
zens of the United States. They will carry along with
them their manners and cuftoms, their habits of gov-

_ ernment, religion and education ; and as they are to be
indulged with religious freedom, and with the privilege
of making their own laws, and of condu&ing education
upon their own plans, thefe dmerican habits will un-
doubtedly be cherifhed. If fo, they will be Americans
in fa&, though nominally the fubje&s of Spain.

It is true, Spain will draw a revenue from them, but
in return they will enjoy peculiar commercial advan-

_tages, the benefit of which will be experienced by the
United States, and perhaps be an ample compenfation
for the lofs of fo-many citizens as may migrate thither.
In fhort, this fettlement, if condu&ed with judgment
and prudence, may be mutually ferviceable bath to

’ Spaia
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Spain and the United States. It may prevent jealouf-
xes, leffen national prejudices, promote religivus toler-
ation, preferve harmony, and be a medium of trade
rechrocally advantageous.

Befides, it is wcll known, that empire has been
travelling from ealt to welt. Probably her lalt and
troadelt feat will be America. Here the {ciences and
the arts of civilized life are to receive their highelt
improvement. Here civil and religions liberty are to
flourili,, nachecked by the cruel hand of civilor ec=—

clefiaftical tyranny. Here genius, aided by all the
xmprovem"nts of former ages, is to be exerted in hu-
maunizing maukind, in expanding and enriching their
minds with religions and philofophical knowledge,
and in planning and exccuting a form of government,:
which fhall involve all the cxcellencies of former gov-
ernments, with as few of their defeéts as is confiftent
with the imperfe&ion of human affairs, and whieh fhall
be calcolated to prote&t and unite, in a manner confit-
ent with the natural rights of mankind, the largeft em-
pire that ever exifted. Elevated with thefe profpe&s,
which are _not merely the vifions of fancy, we cannot
but anticipate the period, as not far diftant, when the
American Empire will comprehend millions of fouls-
weflt of the Miflifippi.  Judging upon probable grounds,
the Miffifippi was never defigned as the weltern bound-
ary of the American empire. The God of nature
mever intended, that fome of the beft parts of his earth
fhould be inhabited by the fubjeéts of a monarch 4000
miles from them. And may we not venture to-pre-.
di&&, that, when the rights of mankind fhall be more
fully known, and the knowledge of them is faft in-
creafling both in Europe and America, the power of
_ European potentates will be confined to Europe, and
their prefent American.dominions become, like the
United States, free, {overcign and independent empires.

U2 VERMONT.



