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miles.

Lengthiss 42° 50 and 45° N. Latitude.
Breadth 60} ""“"“"{ 30’and 3° Ealt Longitude.

OUNDED north, by Canada; eaft by Conne&i-
“cut river, which dlvxdcs it from New- Hampthire ;-

Civil Divifions.] Vermont is divided into the feven
following counties.

Counties. BChnef Towns. N
ENNINGTON &D

Bennington, Manchclhr
Rutland, Rutland.
Addifon, Addifon.
Windham, Newfane.
Chittendon, Colchetfter.
Orange, Newbury.
Wm&for, Woodftock.

Thefe counties are divided into townthips, whxch are
generally fix miles {quare.

Rivers.] 'This flate, on the eaft fide of the moun-
tain, is watered by Paupanhoefak, Quechey, Welds,
White, Black, and Weft rivers, which run from weft
to ealt into Conne&icut river ; and weft of the moun-
tains, by the river Lamoil, overwhich is a natural ftone:
bridge, feven or eight rods in length, by Onion river
and Otter creek, which empty by one mouth into Lake
Champlain, 20 or 30 miles fouth of St. Jehn’s. Otter
creek is navigable for boats 5o miles. The lands adja-
.cent are of an excellent quality, and are annually en-
riched by the everflowing of the water, occafioned by
the melting of the fnow on the Green Mountains.

Mountains.] A chain of high mountams, running
“north and fouth, divides this ftate nearly in the centre
between Coanedlicut river and Lake Champlain. The
height of land is generally from 20 to 30 miles fro}:n :

the
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the river, and about the fame diftance from the New-
York line. The natural growth upon this mountain,

1s hemlock, pine, {pruce, and other evergreens ; hence

1t has always a green appcarance, and on this account
has obtaiued the deferiptive name of Fer AMons, Greer
Mountain. On fome high parts of this mountain, fnow
lies til! May, and fometimes till June. ’

Face of the Country, Soil and Produ&ions.} The coun-
try is generally hilly, but not rocky. It is finely wa-
tered, and affords the beR of pafurage for cattle. On
the banks of the lakes, vivers and rivulets, are many fine
trafts of rich interval land. The heavy growth of
timber, which is common throughout the ftate, evince
the ftreagth and fertility of the foil.

Climate.] Nooe in the world more healthy. Snow

begins to fall commonly in the beginning of November,
and is generally gone by the middle of April. During
this feafon, the inkabitants generally enjoy a ferene fky,
and a keen, cold atr.
. Militia, Population and Charader.] There aré up-
wards of 17,000 men upon the militia rolls of this ftate.
Thefe confift of two divifions, one on the weft,the other
on the caft fide of the mountain. In thefe two divifions
are feven brigades, which are made up of z1 regiments.
From the number of militia, reckoning five for one, we
may eflimate the number of inhabitants in the ftate at
85,000. Others,who reckon fix for one, cftimate them
at100,000. The bulk of the inhabitants are emigrants
from Connc&icut and Maflachufetts, and their delcend-
ants. There is one fettlement of Scotch people, which
are almoft the only foreigners in the ftate. As to the
charater,the manners, the cuftoms, the laws, the policy,
and the religion of the people in Vermout, it is fufficient
to fay they-are New-England men.

Curiofities.] In the townfhip of Tinmouth, on the
fide of a fmall hill, is a very curious cave. ‘The chafm,
at its entrance, i3 about four feet in circumfcrence..
Entering this, you defcend 104 feet. and then opensa
{pacious room 20 feet in breadth,and oo feet inlength,
‘T'he angle of defcent is about 45 degrees. The roof

' of
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of this cavern is of rock, through which the water is
continually percolating. The QRlalaites which hang
from the roof appear like icicles on the eves of houfes,
and are continually increaling in numberand maguitude.
The bottom and fides are datly incrufling with fpar and
other miperal fubftances. Oun the fides of t1:1; fubter-
reancous hall, are tables, chairs, bencliess—&ce. which
appear to have been artificially carved. This vichly
ornamented room, when iHuminated with the candles
of the-guides, has-an-eachanting effc& upon thetyeof

might be mdmizcdin affigning
the general caufe of thefe aftouifthing appearances, we
fhould conclude from the various civcumftances accoms-
panying them,. that they arife from water filtrating
flowly through the incumbent flraza ; and taking up in
its paffage a variety of mineral {ubttances,and becoming
thus faturated with metallick particles, gradually exad-
tng on the furface of the caverns and fiffures, in a quief-
cent ftate, the aqueous particles evaporate, and leave the
mineral fubftances to unite according to their affinities.

At'the end of this cave is a gircular hole, 15 feet
deep, apparently hewn out, in a conical form, enlarg-
ing gradually as you defcend, in the form of a fugar
loaf. At the bottom is a fpring of freth water, in con-
tinual motion, like the boiling of a pot. Its depth has
never been founded. ‘

Conflitution.] ‘The inhabitants of Vermont, by their
reprefentatives in convention; at Wiadfor, on the 25th
of December, 1777, declared that the territory called
Vermont, was, and of right ought to be a free and in-
dependent ftate ; and for the purpofe of maintaining
regular government in the fame, they made a folemn
declaration of their rights, and ratified a conftitution.

By the frame of government, the fupreme legiflative
power is vefted-in'a houfe of reprefentatives of the free-
men of the ftate of Vermont, to be chofen annually by
the freemen on the firit Tuefday in September, and to
meet the fecond Thurfday of the fucceeding O&ober ;
“this body is vefted with all the powers neceflary for the
legiflature of a free ftate; two-thirds of the whole num-

‘berof reprefentatives elected, make a-quorum. Each
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Each inhabited town throughout the ftate, bhas a
right to fend one reprefentative to the aflembly.

The fupreme executive power is vefled in a Govern-
or, Lieutenant-Governor, and twelve counfellors, to
be chofen annually it the fame manner, and vefted with
the fame powers as in Conneticnt. :

Chief Town.] BexningTON is the principal town
in Vermont. It is fituated in the fouthweft corner of
the Rate, near the foot of the Green Mountain, lis
publick buildings are a_church for congregationalifts,

: - _ ber of . clegant
houfes, and is a flourifhing town. Near the centre of
the town is Mount Anthany, which rifes very high in the
form of a fugar loaf. The affembly commonly hold
their feflions at Windfor. .

Hiftory.] The tra& of couatry called VermonT,
before the late war, was claimed both by New-York
and New- Hampfhire. When hoftilities commenced be-
tween Great- Britain and her colonics, the inhabitants,
confidering themfelves as in a flate of nature, and not
within any legal juri{di&ion, affociated and formed
for themfelves a conflitution of civil government ; un-
der this conftitution they have costinued to exercife
all the powers of an independent ftate—and have four-
ifhed. On the 4th of March,.1791, agreeable to a&t
of Congrefs of December 6th, 1790, this ftate became
one of the United States, and conftitutes the four-
teenth, and not the leat refpeable Pillar in the
Union.
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