C‘ U q NIEDERSACHSISCHE STAATS- UND
-~ L UNIVERSITATSBIBLIOTHEK GOTTINGEN

Werk

Titel: Geography made easy

Autor: Morse, Jedidiah

Verlag: Hall

Ort: Boston

Jahr: 1791

Kollektion: Itineraria; Nordamericana

Digitalisiert: Niedersachsische Staats- und Universitatsbibliothek Goéttingen
Werk Id: PPN247653810

PURL: http://resolver.sub.uni-goettingen.de/purl?PPN247653810

OPAC: http://opac.sub.uni-goettingen.de/DB=1/PPN?PPN=247653810

LOG Id: LOG_0036
LOG Titel: SPANISH NORTH-AMERICA
LOG Typ: section

Terms and Conditions

The Goettingen State and University Library provides access to digitized documents strictly for noncommercial educational,
research and private purposes and makes no warranty with regard to their use for other purposes. Some of our collections
are protected by copyright. Publication and/or broadcast in any form (including electronic) requires prior written permission
from the Goettingen State- and University Library.

Each copy of any part of this document must contain there Terms and Conditions. With the usage of the library's online
system to access or download a digitized document you accept the Terms and Conditions.

Reproductions of material on the web site may not be made for or donated to other repositories, nor may be further
reproduced without written permission from the Goettingen State- and University Library.

For reproduction requests and permissions, please contact us. If citing materials, please give proper attribution of the
source.

Contact

Niedersachsische Staats- und Universitatsbibliothek Gottingen
Georg-August-Universitat Gottingen

Platz der Gottinger Sieben 1

37073 Géttingen

Germany

Email: gdz@sub.uni-goettingen.de


mailto:gdz@sub.uni-goettingen.de

SPANISH AMERICA. 4

Chisf Towns.] HarLirax is the capital of Nowva-
Scotia, and (tands on Chebu&o Bay. It has a good
harbour, fufficient!y large and f{afc to thelter a fquadron
of thips through the winter. Axxaroris flands on
the calt fide oftheBay of Fundy, and has oue of the
fincft harbours in the world.  St. Joun’s is a new fet-
tlement at the mouth of the river ‘of the fame name.
Since the conclufion of the war, there have been large
emigrations of the refugees from the United States to
this province. They have built feveral new towns, the
largelt of which is SuerrurnEe, which once contained

goo0 inhabitants, but has lately decreafed.

Hiflory and Government.] Notwithitanding the for-
bidding alpe& of this country, it was here that fomc
of the firt Evropean fettlements were made.  The fir(t
grant of laud in it, was made by James I. to his fecre-
tary William Alexander, who named it Nova-Scotia,
or New-Scotland.—Since that time it has frequently
changed from one private proprietor to another, and
repeatedly from the French to the Englith. At the
peace of Utrecht it was confirmed to the Englith, un-
der whofe government it has ever fince continued.

SPANISH AMERICA.

EAST axo WEST-FLORIDA.

miles. e
Length 6007 |, cween § 25° 2nd 31° North Latitude.
Breadth130 5°and17°W.Long.fromPhila.

BOUNDED north, by Georgia ; eaft, by the At-
lantick ocean ; fouth; by the Gulph of Mexico ;
Weft, by the Miffifippi ; lying in the form of an L.

" Riwers.] St. John’s and Indian rivers, which empty
into the Atlantick ocean ; Seguana, Apalachicola,
Chatahatchi, Efcambia, Mobile, Pafcagoula and Pearl
rivers, all of which rife in Georgia, and run foutherly
into the Gulf of Mexico. ' )

LW Climate.]
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Clirate.] Very little different frem that of Geergia.

Sovil and Produflions.] ‘There are, in this country, a
great varicty of foils.  The eallern part of it, near and

— about St. Avgufline, is far the moft unfruitful 5 yet
even here two crops of Indian cern a year are produced.
The banks of the rivers which water the Floridas, and
the parts contiguous, are of a fupcrior quality, and well
adapted to the culture of rice and corn, while the more
* interior country, which i3 high and pleafant, abounds
with wood of almolt every kind ; particularly white
and red oak, pine,hickory, cyprefs, red and white cedar.
___The intervals between-the-hilly-part of this country
- ichs recully the friits
and vegetables that are common to Georgia and the
Carolinas. But this country is rendered valuable in a

. peculiar manner, by the extenfive ranges for cattle.

Chief Towns.] St.AucusTiNE, the capital of Eall-
Florida, is fituated on the fea coaft—1is of an cblong
figure, and interfe¢ted by four ftreets, which cut each
other at right angles. T

The principal town in Weft-Florida is Pexsacora.
It lics along the beach, and, like St. Augufltine, is of
an oblong form.—The water-approach to the town,
except for fmall veflels, is obftruéted by alow and fandy
fhore. The bay, however, on which the town ftands,
forms a very commodious harbour, and veflels may ride
here fecure from every wind.

Hiflory.] The Floridas have experienced the viciffi-
tudes of avar, and frequently changed mafters, belong-
ing alternately to the French and Spaniards. It was
ceded by the latter to the Englith at the peace of 1763.
During the laft war, they were again reduced by the
arms of his Catholick Majefly, aud guarantied to the
crown of Spain by the late definitive treaty. Its firtt
difcaverer was Sebaftian Cabot, in 1497.

e —

| LOUISIANA.
OUNDED by the Miflifippi eaflt ; by the Gulf
of Mexico fouth ; by New-Mexico welt ; and

runs indefinitely north, Rivers.]
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Rivers.] Tt is interfeGed by a number of fine riv-
ers, among which are the Natchitoches, which empty
into the Miflifippi above Point Coupee, and the Adayces
or Mexicano river,emptying ioto the Gulph of Mexico.

Gapital.] New-Orreaxs. It ftandson the eaft fide
of the Miflifippi, 105 miles from its mouth,in lat. 30° 2’
north. In the beginuing of the laft year it contained
about 11co houfes, feven eights of which were confum-
ed by fire, in the fpace of five hours, on the 1gth of
March » 17 88. . ,hi&.now-isil—feb&ﬂdiﬂgzmitsadvm-

river,'in a fertile and healthy country, within a2 week’s
fail of Mexico by fea, and as near to the Britith, French .
and Spanith Weft- India iflands, with a moral certainty
of its becoming the general receptacle for the produce
of that exteniive and valuzble country on the Miffifippi
and Ohio, are fufficient to enfure its future growth and
commercial importance.
 Religion, &c.] The greater part of the white iu-
habitants are Roman Catholicks. They are governed
by a viceroy from Spain, and thei: number is unknown.
Climate, Soil and Produce.] Louifiana is agrceably
fitnated between the extremes of heat and cold. Its
climate varies as it extends towards the north. The
fouthern parts, lying within the reach of the refrefh-
ing breezes from the fea, are not fcorched like thofe
under the fame latitudes in Africa ; and its northern
regions are colder than thofe of Europe under the fame
parallels, with a whclefome, ferene air.  To judge of
the produce to be expeted from the foil of Louifiana,
let us tura our eyes to Egypt, Arabia Felix, Perfia,
India, China and Japan, all lying in correfponding:
latitudes.  Of thefe China alone has a tolerable gov-
erument ; and yet it mult be acknowledged they all
are, or have been, famous for their riches and fertility.
Trom the favourablensfs of the climate, two anmual
crops of Indian corn may be produced ; and the foil,
with little cultivation, would furnith grain of every
kind in the greateft abundance. Their timber is as
fine as any in the world, and the guantities of live oak,
a(h,
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afb, mulberry, walnut, cherry, cyprefs and cedar, are
altonifhing. The neighbourhood of the Miffifippi,
" befides, furnifhes the richeft fruits in great variety ;
the foil is particularly adapted for hemp, flax and to-
bacco ; and indigo is at this time a ftaple commodity,
which commonly yields the planter three or four cot-
tings a ycar. 1n a word, whatever is rich and rare in
the mott defirable climates in Europe, feems to be the
fpontancous produétion of this delightful country.
___Hiflory.] The Miflilippi, on which the fine country-
__of Louifiana is fituated, was firlt difcovered by Ferdi-

nand de Soto, in 1541. Monfieur de la Salle was the
firlt who traverfed.1t.  He, in the year 1682, having
pafled down to the mouth of the Miffifippi, and furvey-
ed the adjacent country, returned to Canada, from
whence he took paflage to France. _

From the flattering accounts which he gave of the
country, and the confequential advantages that would
accrue from fettling a colony in thofe parts, Louis X1V.
was induced to eftablith a company for the purpofc.
-Accordingly a fquadron of four veflels,amply provided
with men and provifions, under the command of Mon-
ficur de la Salle, embarked, with an intention to fet-
tle near the mouths of the Miffifippi. But he uninten-
tionally failed 100 leagues to the weltward of it, where
lie attempted to eftablith a colony ; but through the
unfavourablenefs of the climate, moft of his men mife-
rably perifhed, and he himfelf was villanoufly murdered,
not long after, by two of his own men. Monficur 1b-
berville fucceeded him in lis landable attempts. He,
after two fuccefsful voyages, died while preparing for
a third. Crozat fucceeded him ; andin1712,the King
gave him Louifiana. This grant continued but a fhort
time after the death of Louis XIV. In 1763 Lou-
iflana was ceded to the King of Spain, to whom it
now belongs. :

NEW.MEXICO .
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NEW-MEXICO anp CALIFORNIA.

miles,

~Length 20007, 94° and126°W.Long. fromLond.
Breadth 1600 § "™ 1 23° and 43° North Latitude.

OUNDED norﬂx, by nnknown lands ; eaft, by

Louifiana ; fouth, by Old Mexico and the Pa-
cifick Ocean ; Welt, by the fame ocean. :
Divifizrs. Subdivifisns. - . .. Chief T .~

ifers “.! s SANf’?F:w&x.Long‘
1042 . N. Latit. 360

Southeaft divifion, Apachsira, St. Antonio.
South divifion, . Sonora, ) Tuape.
Weit divifion, Califor. a perinfala, St. Juan.

Climate, Soil and Produdtions.] The climate of this
country, if we may judge from its fituation, muft be
very agreeable. Towards the clofe of the laft century,
the Jefuits, who had great merit in exploring the neg-
le@ed province of California, and in civilizing its rude
inhabitants, feem ftudioufly to have depreciated this
country, for political reafons, by reprefenting the clim-
ate as {o difagreeable and unwholefome, and the foil as
fo barren, that nothing but their zealous endeavours to
convert the natives, could have induced them to fettle
there.. The falfchood of this reprefentation, however,
has fince been detected, and a very favourable account
has.been given of the climatz and foil. A valuable pearl
fithery has been found on its cealls, and mines of gold
have been difcovered of a very promifing appearaace.
Ia California, there falls in the morning a great quan-
tity of dew, which, fettling on the rofe leaves, candies,
and becomes hard like manna, having all the {weetnefs of
refined fugar, without its whitenefs. Thereis alfo an-

“other very fingular natural produdiion. In the heart.
of the country there are plains cfialt, quite firm and
clear as cryftal, which, confidcring the vaft quantities -
of fith found on its coafls, might render it an iavalua-
ble acquifition to an induitricus nation.

Hiflory.] Cortes, the great cenqueror of Mexico, .
difcovered the extenfive peniniula of California in the

Wz ‘ ... year:
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year 1536, after enduring incredible hardfhips, and en-
countering dangers of almolt every fpecies. During 2
long period it continued to be fo little frequented, that
—even—itsform was unknown, and in molt maps it was
reprefented as an ifland.  Sir Francis Drake was the
" firlt who took poffeffion of it in 1578, and his right
was confirmed by the prmcxpal king or chief in the
whole country.

~“OLD MEXICO, on NEW SPAIN

miless

Length 2000 betw 83°and 1100 W. Long. from Lond.
Breadth 6oo § “™** 1 8° and 30° North Latitude;

OUNDED north, by New Mexico ; northeaft,
by the Galf of Mexuco ; foutheaft, by Terra
Firma ; fouthweft, by the Pacifick ocean; divided into
the three following audiences, viz.
Audiences. Chisf Towns. -
Galicia or Guadalajarra, Guadalajarra.

Mexico, N. latit. 190 54/,
Mexico Proper, { Acapulco,

: Vera Cruz,
Guatimala, Guatimala,

‘Bays.]  On the north fea are the gulphs or bays of
Mexico, Campeachy, Vera Cruz, and Honduias ; in the -
Pacific Ocean, are the bays of Micoya, and Acapulco.

Climate, Soil and Proz/uﬁwn.r] Mezico, lying prin-
cipally in the torrid zone, is exceflively hot. "This -
country is mountainovs in the interior parts, but along
the caftern fhore, it is flat and marfhy, and is overflowed
in the rainy feafons, which renders it very unhealthy.
The trees are clothed with perpetual verdure, and blof-
fom and bear almoft the whole year round. "Fhe cot-
ton and cedar trees, and thofe which bear the cocoa,
of which chocolate is made, abound here. Mexico,
like all the tropical (.ountrlc's, is rather mere abundant
in fruits than in grain. Pine apples, pomegranates,
oranges, lemons, citrons, figs, &c. are here in great

~ plenty and perfe&xon.
MMines.
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Mines.]  The chief mines of gold are in Veragna
and New:Grenada, bordering upon Daricaand Terra
Firma. Thofe of filver, which are much more rich,
as well as numerous, are found in feveral parts, par-
ticularly in the province of Mexico.

The mines of both kinds are always found in the moft
barren and mountainous parts of the country ; ‘nature
making amends in one refpe@ for defe&s in another.

Of the gold and filver which the mines of Mexico

~ afford, great things have been faid: - Thofc who have
—inquired moft into this fubjeCt compute the revenues
at twenty-four millions of money ; and this account
is probably juft, fince it is well known that this, with
the other Spanifh provinces in South- America, fupply
the whole world with filver.

The Spanifth commerce in the article of cocoa is im-
menfe. It grows on a tree of a middling fize, which
bears a pod about the fize of a cucumber, containing
the cocoa. It is faid that a fmall garden of cocoas pro-
duces to the owner twenty thoufand crowns a year.

“Inhabitants, Charaéer and Government.] The prefent
inhabitants of Mexico may be divided into whites, In-
dians and negroes. The whites are bora in Old-Spain,
or they are Creoles, that is, natives of Spanith America.
The former are chiefly employed in government and
trade, and have nearly the fame chara&er with the
Spaniards in Europe ; only a larger fhare of pride ; for
they confider themfelves as entitled to every high dif-
tin&ion as natives of Europe, and look on the other
inhabitants as many degrees beneath them.

The Indians, who, notwithtanding the devaftations
of the firlt invaders, remain in great numbers, are be-
come, by continual oppreflion and indignity, a dejeét-
ed, timorous, and miferable race of mortals.

The blacks here, like thofe in other parts of the
world,are ftubborn,robuft and hardy,and as well adapt-
ed for the grofs and inhuman flavery they endure, as -
any human beings. This may ferve for the general
chara@er, not only of the Mexicans, but for the greater
part of the Spanifh colonies in South- America. -

ac
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The civil government of Mexico is admnmﬂercd by
tribunals, called audiences. 1n thefe courts the Vice-
roy of the King of Spain prefides. His employment
is the greatelt trult and power his Catholick Majefty
has at his difpofal, and is perhaps the richeft govern-
meut entrufted to any fubjeét in the world., The
Vieeroy continues in office but three years.

The clergy are extremely numerous in Mexico.  The
priclts, monks and nuns of all orders, make a fifth part
of the white inhabitants, both here and in other parts
of Spanith America. N

Chief Towns.] VIExxco, the capital oflhls place, is
fituated on a large plain, environed by mountains of
tuch height, that, though within the torrid zone, the
temperature of its climate is mild and healthful.

All the buildings are convenient ; and the publick
edifices, efpecially the churches, are magnificent.—
The revenue of the grand cathedral amounts to near
£, . 80,000 fterling a year, of which the archbifhop has
£«15.0co, befides valt fums arifing from perquilfites.
‘L'z ivhabitants are reckoned at 150;,c00, who draw
annually from the mines above ten millions of money, -
exclufive of the valt {fums fccreted, and applied to pri-
vate ufes 5 yet with thefe a]moﬁ incredible treafures,
the people may be reckoned poor, as moft of them live

eyond their fortunes, and commonly terminate a hfc:
of profufion in extreme indigence.

Acarvrco ftands on a bay of the South-Sca, about -
210 miles foutheafl of Mexico. In this harbour, which
is very commodious, the Manilla galleon takes in at

-leaft ten millions of dollars, in return for the goods fhe
brings thither, and for the payment of the Spanith-gar-—
rifons in the Phillippine ifles.

Hijflory.] The empire of Mexico was {ubdued by

" Cortes, in the year 1521. Montezuma was at that-
time Emperor of Mexico. In the courfe of the war,
he was treacheroufly taken by Cortes, and held as a
prifoner. - During the imprifonment of Montezuma,
Cortes and his army had made repeated attacks on his
fubjcéts, but without fuccefs. Cortes Was now deter-
: o ‘ mined, -
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mined, as Lis laft refource, to try what effe@ the inter-
pofition of Montezuma might have to foothe or over-
awe his fubjets. This unfortunate-Prince, at the mercy
of the treacherous Spaniards, and reduced to the fad
neceflity of becoming the inltrument of his own dif-
grace, and of the flavery of his fubje@s, advanced to
the battlements in his royal robes, with all the pomp
* in which he ufcd to appear on folemn occafions. At
fight of their fovercign, whom they had long been ac-
cuftomed to honour, aud almoft to revere as a god, the
weapons dropped from their hands, every tongue was

~{ilent, all bowed theirheads;and-many proftrated them-

felves on the ground. Montezuma addrefled them with
every argument that could mitigate their rage, or per-
fuade them to ceafe from hoftilitiecs. When he ended
his difcourfe, -a fullen murmur of difapprobation ran
through the croud ; to this fucceeded reproaches and
threats ; and their fury riing in a ‘moment, they vio-
lently poured in whole flights of arrows, and vollies of
ftones, upon their unhappy monarch ; two of the arrows
ftruck him in the body, which, with the blow of a flone
on his temple, put an end to hislife. Guatimozin fuce
ceeded Montezuma, and maintained a vigorous nppoli-
tion againft the afluults of Cortes.. But he, like his
predeceflor, after a noble defence, was forced to fubmit.
Previous to this, being aware of his impending fate, he
bad ordered that all his treafures fhould be thrown into
the lake. While a prifoner, on fufpicion of his having
concealed his treafure, he was put to the torture, which
was done by laying him on burning coals ; but he bore
whatever the refined cruelty of his tormentors could
infli&, with the invincible fortitude of an American
warriour. QOne of his chief favourites, his fellow fuffer-
er, being overcome by the violence of the anguith, turn-
ed a deje@ed eye towards his mafter, which feemed to
implore his permiflion to reveal all that he knew. Bur
the high fpirited prince darted on him a lock of au-
thority, mingled with fcorn, and checked his weakaefs
by afking, ** Am I now repofing on a bed of flowers 2
Qverawed by the reproach, he perfevered in dutiful

T filence,



