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SPANISH AMERICA. 24§
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NEW-MEXICO anp CALIFORNIA.

miles,

~Length 20007, 94° and126°W.Long. fromLond.
Breadth 1600 § "™ 1 23° and 43° North Latitude.

OUNDED norﬂx, by nnknown lands ; eaft, by

Louifiana ; fouth, by Old Mexico and the Pa-
cifick Ocean ; Welt, by the fame ocean. :
Divifizrs. Subdivifisns. - . .. Chief T .~

ifers “.! s SANf’?F:w&x.Long‘
1042 . N. Latit. 360

Southeaft divifion, Apachsira, St. Antonio.
South divifion, . Sonora, ) Tuape.
Weit divifion, Califor. a perinfala, St. Juan.

Climate, Soil and Produdtions.] The climate of this
country, if we may judge from its fituation, muft be
very agreeable. Towards the clofe of the laft century,
the Jefuits, who had great merit in exploring the neg-
le@ed province of California, and in civilizing its rude
inhabitants, feem ftudioufly to have depreciated this
country, for political reafons, by reprefenting the clim-
ate as {o difagreeable and unwholefome, and the foil as
fo barren, that nothing but their zealous endeavours to
convert the natives, could have induced them to fettle
there.. The falfchood of this reprefentation, however,
has fince been detected, and a very favourable account
has.been given of the climatz and foil. A valuable pearl
fithery has been found on its cealls, and mines of gold
have been difcovered of a very promifing appearaace.
Ia California, there falls in the morning a great quan-
tity of dew, which, fettling on the rofe leaves, candies,
and becomes hard like manna, having all the {weetnefs of
refined fugar, without its whitenefs. Thereis alfo an-

“other very fingular natural produdiion. In the heart.
of the country there are plains cfialt, quite firm and
clear as cryftal, which, confidcring the vaft quantities -
of fith found on its coafls, might render it an iavalua-
ble acquifition to an induitricus nation.

Hiflory.] Cortes, the great cenqueror of Mexico, .
difcovered the extenfive peniniula of California in the
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