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245 SPANISH AMERICA.

year 1536, after enduring incredible hardfhips, and en-
countering dangers of almolt every fpecies. During 2
long period it continued to be fo little frequented, that
—even—itsform was unknown, and in molt maps it was
reprefented as an ifland.  Sir Francis Drake was the
" firlt who took poffeffion of it in 1578, and his right
was confirmed by the prmcxpal king or chief in the
whole country.

~“OLD MEXICO, on NEW SPAIN

miless

Length 2000 betw 83°and 1100 W. Long. from Lond.
Breadth 6oo § “™** 1 8° and 30° North Latitude;

OUNDED north, by New Mexico ; northeaft,
by the Galf of Mexuco ; foutheaft, by Terra
Firma ; fouthweft, by the Pacifick ocean; divided into
the three following audiences, viz.
Audiences. Chisf Towns. -
Galicia or Guadalajarra, Guadalajarra.

Mexico, N. latit. 190 54/,
Mexico Proper, { Acapulco,

: Vera Cruz,
Guatimala, Guatimala,

‘Bays.]  On the north fea are the gulphs or bays of
Mexico, Campeachy, Vera Cruz, and Honduias ; in the -
Pacific Ocean, are the bays of Micoya, and Acapulco.

Climate, Soil and Proz/uﬁwn.r] Mezico, lying prin-
cipally in the torrid zone, is exceflively hot. "This -
country is mountainovs in the interior parts, but along
the caftern fhore, it is flat and marfhy, and is overflowed
in the rainy feafons, which renders it very unhealthy.
The trees are clothed with perpetual verdure, and blof-
fom and bear almoft the whole year round. "Fhe cot-
ton and cedar trees, and thofe which bear the cocoa,
of which chocolate is made, abound here. Mexico,
like all the tropical (.ountrlc's, is rather mere abundant
in fruits than in grain. Pine apples, pomegranates,
oranges, lemons, citrons, figs, &c. are here in great

~ plenty and perfe&xon.
MMines.
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Mines.]  The chief mines of gold are in Veragna
and New:Grenada, bordering upon Daricaand Terra
Firma. Thofe of filver, which are much more rich,
as well as numerous, are found in feveral parts, par-
ticularly in the province of Mexico.

The mines of both kinds are always found in the moft
barren and mountainous parts of the country ; ‘nature
making amends in one refpe@ for defe&s in another.

Of the gold and filver which the mines of Mexico

~ afford, great things have been faid: - Thofc who have
—inquired moft into this fubjeCt compute the revenues
at twenty-four millions of money ; and this account
is probably juft, fince it is well known that this, with
the other Spanifh provinces in South- America, fupply
the whole world with filver.

The Spanifth commerce in the article of cocoa is im-
menfe. It grows on a tree of a middling fize, which
bears a pod about the fize of a cucumber, containing
the cocoa. It is faid that a fmall garden of cocoas pro-
duces to the owner twenty thoufand crowns a year.

“Inhabitants, Charaéer and Government.] The prefent
inhabitants of Mexico may be divided into whites, In-
dians and negroes. The whites are bora in Old-Spain,
or they are Creoles, that is, natives of Spanith America.
The former are chiefly employed in government and
trade, and have nearly the fame chara&er with the
Spaniards in Europe ; only a larger fhare of pride ; for
they confider themfelves as entitled to every high dif-
tin&ion as natives of Europe, and look on the other
inhabitants as many degrees beneath them.

The Indians, who, notwithtanding the devaftations
of the firlt invaders, remain in great numbers, are be-
come, by continual oppreflion and indignity, a dejeét-
ed, timorous, and miferable race of mortals.

The blacks here, like thofe in other parts of the
world,are ftubborn,robuft and hardy,and as well adapt-
ed for the grofs and inhuman flavery they endure, as -
any human beings. This may ferve for the general
chara@er, not only of the Mexicans, but for the greater
part of the Spanifh colonies in South- America. -

ac
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The civil government of Mexico is admnmﬂercd by
tribunals, called audiences. 1n thefe courts the Vice-
roy of the King of Spain prefides. His employment
is the greatelt trult and power his Catholick Majefty
has at his difpofal, and is perhaps the richeft govern-
meut entrufted to any fubjeét in the world., The
Vieeroy continues in office but three years.

The clergy are extremely numerous in Mexico.  The
priclts, monks and nuns of all orders, make a fifth part
of the white inhabitants, both here and in other parts
of Spanith America. N

Chief Towns.] VIExxco, the capital oflhls place, is
fituated on a large plain, environed by mountains of
tuch height, that, though within the torrid zone, the
temperature of its climate is mild and healthful.

All the buildings are convenient ; and the publick
edifices, efpecially the churches, are magnificent.—
The revenue of the grand cathedral amounts to near
£, . 80,000 fterling a year, of which the archbifhop has
£«15.0co, befides valt fums arifing from perquilfites.
‘L'z ivhabitants are reckoned at 150;,c00, who draw
annually from the mines above ten millions of money, -
exclufive of the valt {fums fccreted, and applied to pri-
vate ufes 5 yet with thefe a]moﬁ incredible treafures,
the people may be reckoned poor, as moft of them live

eyond their fortunes, and commonly terminate a hfc:
of profufion in extreme indigence.

Acarvrco ftands on a bay of the South-Sca, about -
210 miles foutheafl of Mexico. In this harbour, which
is very commodious, the Manilla galleon takes in at

-leaft ten millions of dollars, in return for the goods fhe
brings thither, and for the payment of the Spanith-gar-—
rifons in the Phillippine ifles.

Hijflory.] The empire of Mexico was {ubdued by

" Cortes, in the year 1521. Montezuma was at that-
time Emperor of Mexico. In the courfe of the war,
he was treacheroufly taken by Cortes, and held as a
prifoner. - During the imprifonment of Montezuma,
Cortes and his army had made repeated attacks on his
fubjcéts, but without fuccefs. Cortes Was now deter-
: o ‘ mined, -
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mined, as Lis laft refource, to try what effe@ the inter-
pofition of Montezuma might have to foothe or over-
awe his fubjets. This unfortunate-Prince, at the mercy
of the treacherous Spaniards, and reduced to the fad
neceflity of becoming the inltrument of his own dif-
grace, and of the flavery of his fubje@s, advanced to
the battlements in his royal robes, with all the pomp
* in which he ufcd to appear on folemn occafions. At
fight of their fovercign, whom they had long been ac-
cuftomed to honour, aud almoft to revere as a god, the
weapons dropped from their hands, every tongue was

~{ilent, all bowed theirheads;and-many proftrated them-

felves on the ground. Montezuma addrefled them with
every argument that could mitigate their rage, or per-
fuade them to ceafe from hoftilitiecs. When he ended
his difcourfe, -a fullen murmur of difapprobation ran
through the croud ; to this fucceeded reproaches and
threats ; and their fury riing in a ‘moment, they vio-
lently poured in whole flights of arrows, and vollies of
ftones, upon their unhappy monarch ; two of the arrows
ftruck him in the body, which, with the blow of a flone
on his temple, put an end to hislife. Guatimozin fuce
ceeded Montezuma, and maintained a vigorous nppoli-
tion againft the afluults of Cortes.. But he, like his
predeceflor, after a noble defence, was forced to fubmit.
Previous to this, being aware of his impending fate, he
bad ordered that all his treafures fhould be thrown into
the lake. While a prifoner, on fufpicion of his having
concealed his treafure, he was put to the torture, which
was done by laying him on burning coals ; but he bore
whatever the refined cruelty of his tormentors could
infli&, with the invincible fortitude of an American
warriour. QOne of his chief favourites, his fellow fuffer-
er, being overcome by the violence of the anguith, turn-
ed a deje@ed eye towards his mafter, which feemed to
implore his permiflion to reveal all that he knew. Bur
the high fpirited prince darted on him a lock of au-
thority, mingled with fcorn, and checked his weakaefs
by afking, ** Am I now repofing on a bed of flowers 2
Qverawed by the reproach, he perfevered in dutiful

T filence,



