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;50 SPANISH AMERICA.

filence, and expnred Cortes, athamed of a fcene fo
horrid, refcued the royal viGim from the hands of his
torturers, and prolenged a life for new indignities and
fufferings. Cortes died in Spain, in the year 1547, in
the 62d year of his age. Envizd by his contemporaries;
and ill requited by the courtwhich he ferved, he has been
admired and celebrated by fucceeding ages. By his
own defire he was carried to Mexico, and buried there.

I R

SOUTH-AMERICA

S a peninfula, joined to North-America by the
Ithmus of Darien, and divided as follows :

Countries. Cbhief Towwns.. Belonging tg.
Terra Firma, Panama, Spain.
Peru, Lima, ) Spain.
Amazonia, St. Pedro, Spain.

- Guiana, Surinam, Dutch.
Brazil, St. Sebaftiaon, Portugal.
Paragua, or La Plata, Buenos Ayres, Spain.

Chli, St. Jago. Spain.

Patagonia,

3 he natlves.
R -
TERRA FIRMA, or CASTILE DEL ORO.
miles.. '
Length l4’°°}bﬂt\ﬂcen 60° and 82° Weft Longitude.
Breadth 700 ) The Equator, and 120 N. Latitude.

OUNDED North, by the Atlantick ocean ; Eaft,

by the fame ocean and Surinam ; South, by Am-
azonia and Peru ; Weft, by the Pacifick ocean.

Climate, Soil and Produftions.] The climate here,

efpecially in the northern parts, is extremely hot and

fuitry dmmg the whole year. From the month of May

e ¢n November, the feafon called winter by
the mhabnmms, is almolt a continual fucceffion of lhun-
der, rain and tempells ; the clouds precipitating the
rains with fuch impetuofity, that the low lands exhibit
the appearance of an ocean. Great part of the coun-
11y is of confequence almofl ‘continually flcoded ; ;xlgd

tos,
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SPANISH AMERICA. c 2351

this, together with the exceffive heat, fo impregnates
the air with vapours, that in many provinees, particu-
larly about Popayan znd Porto Bello, it is extremcly
unwholcfome.

The foil of this couatry is very different, the inland
parts being exceedingly rich and fertile, and_the coaits
fandy and barven.  ltisimpofiible to view without ad-
miration, the perpetual verdure of the woods, the lux-
uriancy of the plains, and the towering height of the
mouatains, This country produces corn, fugar, to-
bacco and fruits of all kinds ; the moft remarkable is

that of the minzani: o tree. Tt bears a fruit refem=
bling an apple, but which, under this {pecious appear-
ance, contains the molt fubtle poifon. The bean of
Carthagena is the fruit of a fpecies of willow about
the bignefs of a bean, and is an excellent ‘and never
failing remedy for the bite of the moft venomous fer-
pents, which are very frequent all over this country.
Among ithe natural merchandize of Terra Firma, the
pearls found on the coaft, particularly in the bay of
Panama, are not the lealt confiderable. An immenfe
number of negro flaves arc employed in fithing for thefe,
and have artived at a wonderful dexterity in this oc-
cupation. They are {umetimes, however, devoured by
fharks while tiiey dive to the bottom, or are crufhed
againft the fhelves of the rocke.

Animals.]  Among the animals peculiar to this
country, the moft remarkable is the floth 5 or,as it is
called by way of derifion, the S<ift Peter. It refem-
bles an ordinary monkey, in fhape and fize, butis of a
molt wretched appearance, with 1ts bare bams and feet,
and its {kin @il corrngated.  He ftands in no need of a
chain, as he acver ftirs, unlefs compelled by hunger—
and he is faid to be feveral minutes in moving one of his
legs—nor will Liows make him mend his pace.  When
he moves, every effort is attended with fuch a plaintive,
and, at the fame time, {o difagreeable a cry, as at once
excites pity and difguft.  Tn this cry confiits the whole
defence of this wretched animal ; for on the firlt hof-
tile approach, it is natural for him to be in motion,

which
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which is always accompanied with difgultful howhngs.

Chief Towns.] Panama is the capital of Terra
Firma Pmpcr, and is fituated-—upon a capacious bay ta
which it gn'cs its name. Itisthe great receptacle of the
vait guantities of gold and filver, with other rich mer-
chandize, from all parts of Peru and Chili: Here they
are lodged in ftore-houfcs, till the proper feaion arrives
to traniport them to Europe,

PorTo Bervro is fituated clofe to-the fea, on the
declivity of a mountain which furrounds the whole
harbour. The convenience and {afety of this harbour
is fuch, that Columbus, who firft difcovered it, gave it
the name of Porto Bello, or the Fine Harbour.

Hiflory.] This part of South- America was difcov-
ered by Columbus, in his third voyage to this conti-
nent. It was fubdued and fettled by the Spaniards
about the year 1514, after deftroying, with great in-
humanity, feveral millions of the natives. This coun-
try was called Terra Firma, on account of its being
the ficlt part of the continent which was difcovered ;
all the lands difcovered previouns to this being iflands.

P E R U

Length18oo] | 60° and 81° Weft Longitude.
- ctween :
Breadth goo ' The Equator and 250 S. Latitude.

OUNDED north by Terra Firma ; eaft, by the
Andes; fouth,by Chili; welt by the Pacifick ocean.

Rivers.] A prodigious number of rivers rife in the
Andes, and run through this country, among which
are the Grenada or Cagdalena, Orinoco and Amazon.
The lalt has its fource in Peru, and after :unn:ng eaft-
ward upwards of three thoufand miles, falls into the
Atlantick ocean. This river, like all other tropical
rivers, annually overflows its banks,

Ciimate, Soil and Produitions.] Though Peru lies
withiu the torrid zone, yet, having the Pacxﬁck ocean
on the welt, and the Andes on the eaft, the air is not
fo fultry, as is ufual in tropical countrice. The ficy is

- ‘ generally
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generally cloudy, fo that the inhabitants are fhielded

—from the dire@ rays of the fun ; but what is extremely
fingular, it never rains in Peru.  This defe&, how-
ever, is fufficiently fupplied by a foft and gentle dew,
which falls every night on the ground, and fo reficthes
the plants and grafs, as to produce in many places the
greatelt fertility,  1n the inland parts of Pern, and by
the banks of the rivers, the {oil is generally very fertile,
but along the fca coatt it is a barren fand. The pro-
duftions of this country are, Indian corn, wheat, bal-

——fam; fugar;wine,cotton, catile, deer, poultry, parrots, -
wild fowls, lions, bears,, monkies, &c. Their theep -
are large, and work as bealls of burden. Another ex-
traordinary animal here, is the vicunna, or Indian goat,
in which 1s found the bezoar ftoue, celebrated for ex-
pelling poifons.  The province of Quito abounds with
cedar, cocoa, palm trees, and the kinguenaa, which af-
fords the Peruvian or Jefuit’s bark ; aHo the. florax,
guiacum, and feveral other gums and drugs. Gold and
filver mines are found in cvery province, but thofe of
Potofi are the richell.  The mountain of Potofi 2lone,
is faid to have yielded to the Spaniards, the firt forty
years they were in pofl:ffion of it, two thoufand mil-
lions of pieces of cight.

Gowvernment.] Peruis governed by a Viceroy, who is
abfolute ; but it being impoflible for him to fuperin-
tend the whole extent of his government, he delegates
a part of his authority to the feveral audiences and
courts, <ftablifhed at different places througout his do-
Aninions:

Chief Towns.] Lima, the capital of Peru, and refi-
dence of the Viceroy, is large, magnificent and popu-
lous ; and for the fplendor of its inhabitants, the gran-
deur of its publick feftivals, the extent of its commerce,
and the delightfuluefs of its climate, is fuperior to all
cities in South-America. Thefe eminent advantages
are, however, conliderably overbalanced by the dread-
ful earthquakes which-frequently happen here. Inthe
year 1747 & moft tremendous earthquake laid three-
fourths of this city level with the ground, and entirely

: demolifked
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demolifhed Callao, the port town belonging to it.
Never was any deltruétion more complete or terrible ;
buat one, of 3000 inhabitauts, being left to record this
dreadful calamity, and he by a providence the moft fin-
gular and extraerdinary—imaginable.

Lima contains 60,000 inhabitants, of whom the
whites amount to a fixth part.

All travellers {peak with amazement of the dec6ra-
tion of the churches with gold, filver and precnous ftones,
which load and ornamént even the walls Quito is
ncxt to Lima in populoufaefs. E

Hiflory.] The Spaniards firft vxﬁted Peruin 1)26
YPizarro, with an army of about 160 men, after a ferics
of treacherous and cruel alls, madea conqneﬂ; of the
whole country, for the King of Spain, in 1533, to
whom it has ever fince been fubjeét. The natives
have frequently attempted to regaiu their liberty, but
have hitherto been unfuccefsful.  Some late infurrec-
tions have happened, but the confequencw are not yet
-particularly known.

CHILL
miles. ’
- Length 1200 : 25° and 45° Scuth Latitude.
between ° .
Breadth 500 65°and 85° Welt Longitude.

BOUNDED north, by Peru ; eaft, by La Plata ;
fouth, by Patagonia ; weft, by the Pacifick ocean.
Climate, Soil and Produ&lions.] The air of -Chili,
though in a hot climate; is remarkably temperate, oc-
cafioned by the refrefhing breezes from the fea, and
the cool winds from the top of the Andes, which are
continually covered with fnow. -This country is free
from lightaing, and although thunder is frequendy
heard, it is far up in the mountains, - Spring begins’
‘here about the middle of Auguft, and continues till
November. It is fummer from November till Feb-
roary.  Autumn continves till May ; and winter till
Auguft. It rarely fnows in the vallies, though the
mountains are always covered. ‘This country is en-
: : tirely
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tirely free from all kinds of ravenous beafts, poifonous
animals and vermin ; not even fo much asa flyis to be
found here. The foil is extremely fertile, being water-
ed with numberlefs little rivulets from the mountains.
It produces in the greateft abundance, apples, pears,
plumbs, peaches, quinces, apricots, almonds, olives,
grapes, cocoa nuts, figs, &c.. It abounds in gold, fil-
ver and lead mines, and the rivers themfelves roll on
golden fands. But their Raple commodity is cattle ;
""" they have them in fuch aburdance, as frequently to

caft the flcthinto the rivers, referving the hides, tallow
and tongues for exportation. _

Hiflory, Inbabitants, &'c.] The Spaniards made fev-
eral attempts to reduce this country, but with no great
fuccefs till the year 1541, when they built the capital
St. Jago, now the relidence of the Spanith Governor,
and a Bifhop’s fee ; and afterwards Coquimbo, Con-
ception, and Baldivia. The natives are remarkable for
wit, fortitude and patience ; and the Spaniards to this
day have never been able to fubdue them ; they conti-
nue {till maflers of part of the inland country. There
have lately been fome formidable infurre@ions againtt
the Spaniards by the natives,which have greatly alarm-
ed the Spanith court. ,

A e

PARAGUA or LA PLATA.
miles.
Length 1500 betw 12° and 37° South Latitude.
Breadth 1oco § """ L 50° and75° Weft Longitude.

BOUNDED north, by Amazonia ; eaft, by Brazil ;
fouth, by Patagonia ; weft, by Peru and Chili.
Rivers and Mountains.] This country, befides an
infinite number of {mall rivers, is watered by three
. principal ones, which united near the fea, form the
famous Rio de'la Plata, or Plate river, and which an-
nually overflow their banks, #nd, on their recefs, leave
them enriched with a flime, that produces great plenty
of whatever 1s committed to it. This river, where it
unites with the ocean, is 150 miles bread. At 100
’ o ‘ miles
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miles from ita mouth, a thip in the middle of the chan-
nel cannot be fcen from cither fhore ; and at Buenaca
Avyres, 100 miles fill further back, one cannot difcern
the oppofite fhore. There are no mountains of confe-
quence here, excepting ihat remarkable chain which
divides South- America, called the Andes.

Climate, Soil and Preduce.] This country confifts of
extenfive plains, 500 leagnes over, except on the eaft,
where it is feparated by high mountaias from Brazil.

—L.a Plata is a2 moft defirable climate, and one of the moit
 fruitful countries in the world.  The cotton and to-
bacco prodyeed here, with the herb called . Paragua,
which is peculiar to this country, would alonc be {uffi-
cient ta form a flourithing commerce. There are here
alfo feveral gold and filver mines.
" Cbhief Towns.] Buenos Axvres, the capital of La
Plata, is the moft confiderable Yea-port town ia South-
America. It is fituated on the fouth fide of the river
La Plata, 200 miles from the mouth of it. The river
18 upwaids of 20 miles broad at this place. From this
town a great part of the treafure of Chili and Peru is
exported to Old Spain. The natives of Tacuman are
faid to have wooden houfes built on wheels, which
they draw from place to place as occafion requires.
Hiflory and Religion.] The Spaniards 6irft difcovered
this country in the year 1515, and founded the town
of Buenos Ayresin1535. Moft of the country is {till
inhabited by the nativé Americans.  The Jeluits have
been indefatizable in their endeavours to convert the
Indians to the belief of their religion, and to introduce
among them the arts of civilized life, and have met
with furprizing fuccefs. It isfaid that above 340,000
families, feveral years ago, were fubjet to the Jefuits,
living in obedience, and an awe bordering on adoration,
yet procured without any violence or conftraint.  In
1767, the Jefuits were fcat our of America, by royal
authority, and their fubjc&s were put vpon the fame
footing with the reft of the country.

PORTUGUEST
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PORTUGUESE AMERICA.

B R A Z 1L

Length 25007, - §35° and 60° Weft Longitude.
Breadth 700 ‘T'he Equator, and 3.5 ° N.Lati.

OUNDED north, by the mouth of the river

A) Amazon and the Atlantick ocean ; eaft, by the

_ fane ocean; fouth, by the mouth of the riverLaPlata;
weft, by a chain of mountains, which divides it from——

Paragua, and the country of the Amazons.

«ir, Soil and Preduce.] The air of this country is
hot, but healthy, and the foil exceedingly fertile in
maize, millet, rice, fruits, faffron, ballam of capivi,
ginger,-indigo, amber, rofin, train oil, cotton, the beft
of tobacco, fine fugar, brazil wood, &c. Here alfo
are mines of gold, filver and diamonds, and a great
quantity of excellent cryftal and jafper! This country
alfo abounds in cattlc, apes, parrots,and beautiful birds.
The rivers and lakes are ftored with fith, and there is
a whale fithery on the coaft.

Inhabitants, Religion, &¢.} The'coaft of this large
country is ooly known ; the natives fill poflefs the
inland parts ; whereof thofe towards the north are
called Tapayers, and thofc in the fouth Tupinamboys.
Thefe natives feem to have little religion, and no tem-
ple or place for publick worfhip ; but yet are faid to
believe a future ftate, and have fome notion of rewards
and punifhments after this life.

Hiflory, &%.] The Portuguefe difcovered this coun-
try in the year 1500, but did not plant it till the year
1549, when they took pofleflion of All-Saints Bay,
and built the city of St. Salvador, which is now the
refidence of the Viceroy and Archbithop. The Dutch
invaded Brazil in 1623, and fubdued the northern
provinces ; but the Portuguefe agreed, in 1661, to pay
“the Dutch eight tons of gold, to relinquith their in-
teret in this country, which was accepted, and the
o X2 ~ Portugnele
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Portugucefe remained in pea aveable poffeflion of all Bra.
/vl till about theend of 154, when the Spanith Gov-
erncr of Bucnos Ayres, heariteg of a war betuween
Portugal and Spain, took, after a month's ficze, the
Paortugnefe frontier furtrefs, called St. Sacramcut  bue
by the treaty of peace it was reitored.

G U 1 A N A,

B _ {Belonging to the Fremch and Dusch) .

. Ib divided in \ hich be Y Y O
and into b‘nmam,- which 1s 2 Dutch province.

Cayenne extends 240 miles along the coalt of Gui
ana, asd ucar jco within land. 1t ie bounded naorth,
by Surinam ; calt, by the Atlantick; fouth, by Ama-
conia ; \u'l by Guiana, All the coall is very low,
ﬁut within jand there are fine hills, very proper for

cttlements.  The commoditics are nrmlar to mole of
she Well-India iflands.

Surinam s one of the riche® and moft valuable col-
onies belonging to the United Provinces. The chief
trade of Snrinam coafilts in fugar, cotton, coffee of an
cxcellent kind, tobacco, flax, fkins, and fome valanable
dying drugs. They trade with the United States, of
whom they receive horfes, live cattle, and provifions,
and give in exchange large quantities of molafies:
The Torporifick Eel'is found in the rivers of Guiana,
which, whew touched vither by the hand, or by a rod
«f iroa, gold, copper, or by a flick of fome particular
~inds of licavy wood, communicates a fhock perfeéily
like that of cle@ricity. * There is an immenfe number
and variety of fnakes in this country, which form one
of its principal inconveniences. :

-~ A M A Z O N 1 A.
Length 12cc——Breadth 960 miles. .
%2 OUNDED north, by Terra Firma and Guiana;
b calt, by the Atlantick ocean and Brazil; fouth,
by La Plata ; and weft, by Peru. Riwers.]
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Rivers.] 'The Amazon, which is one of the largelt
vivers in the world, ruos a courfe from well to eaft of
aboat 30co miles, and receives near 200 other rivers,
many of which have a couife of §5 or 6co leagues, and
fome of them not inferior to-the Hudfon and the
Delaware.  Thie breadih of this river, at. its mouth,
where it difchuarges itfelf by sveral channels into the
ocean, almoit under the Equ.m)r, is 150 miles ; and
i 32C miies frem 1ts mouth 1t 1s 30 0r 40 fathoms deep.
In the rainy feafon it overflows its banks, and waters

and f:ruluc:. the . adiaccnt country.

Climate, Soil and Produce.] The fair feafon here is
about the time of the folftices, aud the wet or rainy
feafon at the time of the cquinoxes. The trees, fields
and plants, are verdaot all the year round. The foil
1s extremely rich, producing corn, grain, and fruits.of
all kinds, tobacco, fugar canes, cotton, caflavi root, po-
tatoes, yams, farfaparilla, gums, raifins, balfams of va-
rious kinds, pine-apples, guavas, bonanas, &c. The
forefts are flored with wid honey, deer, wild fowls
and parrots. The rivers and lakes abound with fith
of all forts ; but are much infelted with crocodiles, al-
ligators and water ferpents.

Inbabitants.] The lndian nations inhabiting this
wide country are very numerous ; the banks of aimoft
every viver are inhabited by a different people, who
are governed by petty iuverugns, called Caciques, who
are diftingutihed from their fubjets by coronets of
beautiful feathers. 'They are idolators, and worfhip
the images of their ancient heroes.  In their expedi-
tions they cany their gods along with them.

. Hifiory.] ‘The firtt difcovery of this country was
made by Francifco Orellana, about the year 1580, who
coming from Peru, failed down the river Amazon to
the Atlantick ocean. He obferved on the banks of the
river, companies of women-in arms, and from thence
called the country Amazonis, or the land of the Ama-
zons ; and gave the name of Amazon to the river, which
formclly had been called Maragon. The Spaniards
made {everal attempts to plaut this country, but always

mel -
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met with fo many difficulties and difalters as rendercd
2il their defigns abortive. The Portuguefe have fome
fmall fettlements on that part of the coalt which lies
betwixt Cape North and the mouth of the river Arna-
zon ; but this cxcepted, the nativesare in the fole poi-
feflion of all the couatry.

PATAGONIA,

- l S a tra& of country, 7 or 800 mxlgg,jpng, and zor

300 broad, at the fouthern extremity of the Amer-
ican comiuent.

Climate, Soil and Produ&ions.] This country is full

of high mountains, which are covered with fnow moft

" of the year. The florms of wind, rain and faoow here

are terrible.  The foil is very barren, and has never
been cultivated. ,
Inbabitants, Charader, &5c.] The natives live in
thatched huts,and wear no clothes,notwithftanding the
rigour of the climate. They live chiefly on fifh and
game, and what the earth f{pontaveoufly produces.
They are of a tawny complexion, have black hair, and
are a gigantick, brave, hardy, a&tive race. Their arms
are bows and arrows headed with flints,. We know

_ nothing of their goverament or religion.

Hiflory.} TFerdinand Magellan, a Portuguefe, in the
fervice of Spain, firlt difcovered this country ; at leaft
he was the firft that failed through the ftraits called by
his name. Magellan pafled thefe ftraits in the year
1519. The continent is often called Terra Magellan-
ica ; and the largeft of the neighbouring ifles, from a
volcano in n, is called Terra del Fuego, the moft
foutherly point of which is called Cape Horn.

Upon the firlt difcovery of the Straits of Magellan,
the Spaniards built forts, and fent fome colomcs thith-
er 3 but molt of the people perithed with cold and
hunger ; fince which time no fettlements have beea
attempted here by any Europeans.

WEST-
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 WEST-INDIA ISLANDS.

(Thefe belong to Great- Britain, Spain, France, Holland,,
and Denmark.)

et R

O Great-Brivaix belong, Bermudas, the Ba-

hama iflands, Jamaica, Barbadoes, Antigua, St.
Chriftopher’s, Grenada, and the Grenadines, Nevis,

" “Montferrat; Barbuda, Dominica, St. Vincent, Angu-
~illa’; to which we -may add thcir northern iflauds,
Newfoundland, Cape Breton, and St. John’s. Jamai-
ca, the richeft of the Weft-1ndia iflands, is computed:

to produce annually 70,000 tons of fugar, upwards of
4,000,000 gallons of rum, befides coffee, cocoa, indigo

and pepper.

To Spain belong, the ifland of Cuba, nearly half of
St. Domingo, Porto Rico, T'rinidad, Margaretta, Tor-
tuga, Virgin iifands, to which we may add the ifland.
of Juan Fernandcs, which lies 300 miles weft of Chili,.
in the Pacifick Ocean, famous for having given rife ta.
the celebrated rpmance of Robinfon Crufoe. The
ftory is this : One Alex. Selkirk, a Scotchman, was left
afhore in this folitary place, where he lived feveral
years, till he was taken up by Capt. Rogers, 1709 ;
he had almoit forgotten his native language, feeming
to fpeak his words by halves. During his refidence
on the ifland, he had killed 500 goats by running them
down, and he had marked as many more on the car
which he had Yet go. Upon his return to England he
was advifed to publifh an account of his life and ad-
ventures, io his little kingdom. For this purpofe he
gave his papers into the hands of one Defoe, to pre-
pare them for publication. But the writer, by the help
of thefe papers, transformed Alcxander Selkirk into
Robinfon Crufoe. '

To the Frexch belong, the largeft part of the ifland:
of St. Domingo, the iflands of Martinique, Guada-
upe, St. Lucia, Maria-Galante, Tobago, St. Bartho-

lomewn



262 E U R O P E

lomew and Defeada, and the North- American iflands
St. Pierre and Miquelon. Thefe with their African
and Afiatick poffeflions, and their fettlements at Guiana
and Cayenne, contain, according to Mr. Necker,
600,000 tnhabitants.

"To Hovrranp belong, the iflands of St. Euftatia,
Saba and Curracoa.

To Denmarxk belong, the iflands of St. Croix, St.
Thomas, and St. John. In thefeiflands the Moravians
have ufeful eftablithments.

E U R O P E.

miles.

Length 3000] ’ 10°W.& 65°E.L.fromLond,
Breadth2500 § ™" ] 36° and 72° North Latitude.

OUNDED north by the Frozen ocean ; eaft,

by Afia; fouth, by the Mediterranean fea, which

divides it from Africa; weft, by the Atlantick ocean,

which feparates it from America. Containing2,627,574
- fquare miles,

Divifions, Population, &’c.] The following TABLE
exhibits the lateft and moit accurate account of the
grand divifions of Europe, of their extent, and real and
comparative population, of any extant.

Grand
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