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;50 SPANISH AMERICA.

filence, and expnred Cortes, athamed of a fcene fo
horrid, refcued the royal viGim from the hands of his
torturers, and prolenged a life for new indignities and
fufferings. Cortes died in Spain, in the year 1547, in
the 62d year of his age. Envizd by his contemporaries;
and ill requited by the courtwhich he ferved, he has been
admired and celebrated by fucceeding ages. By his
own defire he was carried to Mexico, and buried there.

I R

SOUTH-AMERICA

S a peninfula, joined to North-America by the
Ithmus of Darien, and divided as follows :

Countries. Cbhief Towwns.. Belonging tg.
Terra Firma, Panama, Spain.
Peru, Lima, ) Spain.
Amazonia, St. Pedro, Spain.

- Guiana, Surinam, Dutch.
Brazil, St. Sebaftiaon, Portugal.
Paragua, or La Plata, Buenos Ayres, Spain.

Chli, St. Jago. Spain.

Patagonia,

3 he natlves.
R -
TERRA FIRMA, or CASTILE DEL ORO.
miles.. '
Length l4’°°}bﬂt\ﬂcen 60° and 82° Weft Longitude.
Breadth 700 ) The Equator, and 120 N. Latitude.

OUNDED North, by the Atlantick ocean ; Eaft,

by the fame ocean and Surinam ; South, by Am-
azonia and Peru ; Weft, by the Pacifick ocean.

Climate, Soil and Produftions.] The climate here,

efpecially in the northern parts, is extremely hot and

fuitry dmmg the whole year. From the month of May

e ¢n November, the feafon called winter by
the mhabnmms, is almolt a continual fucceffion of lhun-
der, rain and tempells ; the clouds precipitating the
rains with fuch impetuofity, that the low lands exhibit
the appearance of an ocean. Great part of the coun-
11y is of confequence almofl ‘continually flcoded ; ;xlgd
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this, together with the exceffive heat, fo impregnates
the air with vapours, that in many provinees, particu-
larly about Popayan znd Porto Bello, it is extremcly
unwholcfome.

The foil of this couatry is very different, the inland
parts being exceedingly rich and fertile, and_the coaits
fandy and barven.  ltisimpofiible to view without ad-
miration, the perpetual verdure of the woods, the lux-
uriancy of the plains, and the towering height of the
mouatains, This country produces corn, fugar, to-
bacco and fruits of all kinds ; the moft remarkable is

that of the minzani: o tree. Tt bears a fruit refem=
bling an apple, but which, under this {pecious appear-
ance, contains the molt fubtle poifon. The bean of
Carthagena is the fruit of a fpecies of willow about
the bignefs of a bean, and is an excellent ‘and never
failing remedy for the bite of the moft venomous fer-
pents, which are very frequent all over this country.
Among ithe natural merchandize of Terra Firma, the
pearls found on the coaft, particularly in the bay of
Panama, are not the lealt confiderable. An immenfe
number of negro flaves arc employed in fithing for thefe,
and have artived at a wonderful dexterity in this oc-
cupation. They are {umetimes, however, devoured by
fharks while tiiey dive to the bottom, or are crufhed
againft the fhelves of the rocke.

Animals.]  Among the animals peculiar to this
country, the moft remarkable is the floth 5 or,as it is
called by way of derifion, the S<ift Peter. It refem-
bles an ordinary monkey, in fhape and fize, butis of a
molt wretched appearance, with 1ts bare bams and feet,
and its {kin @il corrngated.  He ftands in no need of a
chain, as he acver ftirs, unlefs compelled by hunger—
and he is faid to be feveral minutes in moving one of his
legs—nor will Liows make him mend his pace.  When
he moves, every effort is attended with fuch a plaintive,
and, at the fame time, {o difagreeable a cry, as at once
excites pity and difguft.  Tn this cry confiits the whole
defence of this wretched animal ; for on the firlt hof-
tile approach, it is natural for him to be in motion,

which



