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232 SPANISH AMERICA.

which is always accompanied with difgultful howhngs.

Chief Towns.] Panama is the capital of Terra
Firma Pmpcr, and is fituated-—upon a capacious bay ta
which it gn'cs its name. Itisthe great receptacle of the
vait guantities of gold and filver, with other rich mer-
chandize, from all parts of Peru and Chili: Here they
are lodged in ftore-houfcs, till the proper feaion arrives
to traniport them to Europe,

PorTo Bervro is fituated clofe to-the fea, on the
declivity of a mountain which furrounds the whole
harbour. The convenience and {afety of this harbour
is fuch, that Columbus, who firft difcovered it, gave it
the name of Porto Bello, or the Fine Harbour.

Hiflory.] This part of South- America was difcov-
ered by Columbus, in his third voyage to this conti-
nent. It was fubdued and fettled by the Spaniards
about the year 1514, after deftroying, with great in-
humanity, feveral millions of the natives. This coun-
try was called Terra Firma, on account of its being
the ficlt part of the continent which was difcovered ;
all the lands difcovered previouns to this being iflands.

P E R U

Length18oo] | 60° and 81° Weft Longitude.
- ctween :
Breadth goo ' The Equator and 250 S. Latitude.

OUNDED north by Terra Firma ; eaft, by the
Andes; fouth,by Chili; welt by the Pacifick ocean.

Rivers.] A prodigious number of rivers rife in the
Andes, and run through this country, among which
are the Grenada or Cagdalena, Orinoco and Amazon.
The lalt has its fource in Peru, and after :unn:ng eaft-
ward upwards of three thoufand miles, falls into the
Atlantick ocean. This river, like all other tropical
rivers, annually overflows its banks,

Ciimate, Soil and Produitions.] Though Peru lies
withiu the torrid zone, yet, having the Pacxﬁck ocean
on the welt, and the Andes on the eaft, the air is not
fo fultry, as is ufual in tropical countrice. The ficy is

- ‘ generally
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generally cloudy, fo that the inhabitants are fhielded

—from the dire@ rays of the fun ; but what is extremely
fingular, it never rains in Peru.  This defe&, how-
ever, is fufficiently fupplied by a foft and gentle dew,
which falls every night on the ground, and fo reficthes
the plants and grafs, as to produce in many places the
greatelt fertility,  1n the inland parts of Pern, and by
the banks of the rivers, the {oil is generally very fertile,
but along the fca coatt it is a barren fand. The pro-
duftions of this country are, Indian corn, wheat, bal-

——fam; fugar;wine,cotton, catile, deer, poultry, parrots, -
wild fowls, lions, bears,, monkies, &c. Their theep -
are large, and work as bealls of burden. Another ex-
traordinary animal here, is the vicunna, or Indian goat,
in which 1s found the bezoar ftoue, celebrated for ex-
pelling poifons.  The province of Quito abounds with
cedar, cocoa, palm trees, and the kinguenaa, which af-
fords the Peruvian or Jefuit’s bark ; aHo the. florax,
guiacum, and feveral other gums and drugs. Gold and
filver mines are found in cvery province, but thofe of
Potofi are the richell.  The mountain of Potofi 2lone,
is faid to have yielded to the Spaniards, the firt forty
years they were in pofl:ffion of it, two thoufand mil-
lions of pieces of cight.

Gowvernment.] Peruis governed by a Viceroy, who is
abfolute ; but it being impoflible for him to fuperin-
tend the whole extent of his government, he delegates
a part of his authority to the feveral audiences and
courts, <ftablifhed at different places througout his do-
Aninions:

Chief Towns.] Lima, the capital of Peru, and refi-
dence of the Viceroy, is large, magnificent and popu-
lous ; and for the fplendor of its inhabitants, the gran-
deur of its publick feftivals, the extent of its commerce,
and the delightfuluefs of its climate, is fuperior to all
cities in South-America. Thefe eminent advantages
are, however, conliderably overbalanced by the dread-
ful earthquakes which-frequently happen here. Inthe
year 1747 & moft tremendous earthquake laid three-
fourths of this city level with the ground, and entirely

: demolifked



