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PORTUGUESE AMERICA.

B R A Z 1L

Length 25007, - §35° and 60° Weft Longitude.
Breadth 700 ‘T'he Equator, and 3.5 ° N.Lati.

OUNDED north, by the mouth of the river

A) Amazon and the Atlantick ocean ; eaft, by the

_ fane ocean; fouth, by the mouth of the riverLaPlata;
weft, by a chain of mountains, which divides it from——

Paragua, and the country of the Amazons.

«ir, Soil and Preduce.] The air of this country is
hot, but healthy, and the foil exceedingly fertile in
maize, millet, rice, fruits, faffron, ballam of capivi,
ginger,-indigo, amber, rofin, train oil, cotton, the beft
of tobacco, fine fugar, brazil wood, &c. Here alfo
are mines of gold, filver and diamonds, and a great
quantity of excellent cryftal and jafper! This country
alfo abounds in cattlc, apes, parrots,and beautiful birds.
The rivers and lakes are ftored with fith, and there is
a whale fithery on the coaft.

Inhabitants, Religion, &¢.} The'coaft of this large
country is ooly known ; the natives fill poflefs the
inland parts ; whereof thofe towards the north are
called Tapayers, and thofc in the fouth Tupinamboys.
Thefe natives feem to have little religion, and no tem-
ple or place for publick worfhip ; but yet are faid to
believe a future ftate, and have fome notion of rewards
and punifhments after this life.

Hiflory, &%.] The Portuguefe difcovered this coun-
try in the year 1500, but did not plant it till the year
1549, when they took pofleflion of All-Saints Bay,
and built the city of St. Salvador, which is now the
refidence of the Viceroy and Archbithop. The Dutch
invaded Brazil in 1623, and fubdued the northern
provinces ; but the Portuguefe agreed, in 1661, to pay
“the Dutch eight tons of gold, to relinquith their in-
teret in this country, which was accepted, and the
o X2 ~ Portugnele



