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158 GUIANA—AMAZONIA,

Portugucefe remained in pea aveable poffeflion of all Bra.
/vl till about theend of 154, when the Spanith Gov-
erncr of Bucnos Ayres, heariteg of a war betuween
Portugal and Spain, took, after a month's ficze, the
Paortugnefe frontier furtrefs, called St. Sacramcut  bue
by the treaty of peace it was reitored.

G U 1 A N A,

B _ {Belonging to the Fremch and Dusch) .

. Ib divided in \ hich be Y Y O
and into b‘nmam,- which 1s 2 Dutch province.

Cayenne extends 240 miles along the coalt of Gui
ana, asd ucar jco within land. 1t ie bounded naorth,
by Surinam ; calt, by the Atlantick; fouth, by Ama-
conia ; \u'l by Guiana, All the coall is very low,
ﬁut within jand there are fine hills, very proper for

cttlements.  The commoditics are nrmlar to mole of
she Well-India iflands.

Surinam s one of the riche® and moft valuable col-
onies belonging to the United Provinces. The chief
trade of Snrinam coafilts in fugar, cotton, coffee of an
cxcellent kind, tobacco, flax, fkins, and fome valanable
dying drugs. They trade with the United States, of
whom they receive horfes, live cattle, and provifions,
and give in exchange large quantities of molafies:
The Torporifick Eel'is found in the rivers of Guiana,
which, whew touched vither by the hand, or by a rod
«f iroa, gold, copper, or by a flick of fome particular
~inds of licavy wood, communicates a fhock perfeéily
like that of cle@ricity. * There is an immenfe number
and variety of fnakes in this country, which form one
of its principal inconveniences. :

-~ A M A Z O N 1 A.
Length 12cc——Breadth 960 miles. .
%2 OUNDED north, by Terra Firma and Guiana;
b calt, by the Atlantick ocean and Brazil; fouth,
by La Plata ; and weft, by Peru. Riwers.]
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Rivers.] 'The Amazon, which is one of the largelt
vivers in the world, ruos a courfe from well to eaft of
aboat 30co miles, and receives near 200 other rivers,
many of which have a couife of §5 or 6co leagues, and
fome of them not inferior to-the Hudfon and the
Delaware.  Thie breadih of this river, at. its mouth,
where it difchuarges itfelf by sveral channels into the
ocean, almoit under the Equ.m)r, is 150 miles ; and
i 32C miies frem 1ts mouth 1t 1s 30 0r 40 fathoms deep.
In the rainy feafon it overflows its banks, and waters

and f:ruluc:. the . adiaccnt country.

Climate, Soil and Produce.] The fair feafon here is
about the time of the folftices, aud the wet or rainy
feafon at the time of the cquinoxes. The trees, fields
and plants, are verdaot all the year round. The foil
1s extremely rich, producing corn, grain, and fruits.of
all kinds, tobacco, fugar canes, cotton, caflavi root, po-
tatoes, yams, farfaparilla, gums, raifins, balfams of va-
rious kinds, pine-apples, guavas, bonanas, &c. The
forefts are flored with wid honey, deer, wild fowls
and parrots. The rivers and lakes abound with fith
of all forts ; but are much infelted with crocodiles, al-
ligators and water ferpents.

Inbabitants.] The lndian nations inhabiting this
wide country are very numerous ; the banks of aimoft
every viver are inhabited by a different people, who
are governed by petty iuverugns, called Caciques, who
are diftingutihed from their fubjets by coronets of
beautiful feathers. 'They are idolators, and worfhip
the images of their ancient heroes.  In their expedi-
tions they cany their gods along with them.

. Hifiory.] ‘The firtt difcovery of this country was
made by Francifco Orellana, about the year 1580, who
coming from Peru, failed down the river Amazon to
the Atlantick ocean. He obferved on the banks of the
river, companies of women-in arms, and from thence
called the country Amazonis, or the land of the Ama-
zons ; and gave the name of Amazon to the river, which
formclly had been called Maragon. The Spaniards
made {everal attempts to plaut this country, but always
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