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260 PATAGONTIA.

met with fo many difficulties and difalters as rendercd
2il their defigns abortive. The Portuguefe have fome
fmall fettlements on that part of the coalt which lies
betwixt Cape North and the mouth of the river Arna-
zon ; but this cxcepted, the nativesare in the fole poi-
feflion of all the couatry.

PATAGONIA,

- l S a tra& of country, 7 or 800 mxlgg,jpng, and zor

300 broad, at the fouthern extremity of the Amer-
ican comiuent.

Climate, Soil and Produ&ions.] This country is full

of high mountains, which are covered with fnow moft

" of the year. The florms of wind, rain and faoow here

are terrible.  The foil is very barren, and has never
been cultivated. ,
Inbabitants, Charader, &5c.] The natives live in
thatched huts,and wear no clothes,notwithftanding the
rigour of the climate. They live chiefly on fifh and
game, and what the earth f{pontaveoufly produces.
They are of a tawny complexion, have black hair, and
are a gigantick, brave, hardy, a&tive race. Their arms
are bows and arrows headed with flints,. We know

_ nothing of their goverament or religion.

Hiflory.} TFerdinand Magellan, a Portuguefe, in the
fervice of Spain, firlt difcovered this country ; at leaft
he was the firft that failed through the ftraits called by
his name. Magellan pafled thefe ftraits in the year
1519. The continent is often called Terra Magellan-
ica ; and the largeft of the neighbouring ifles, from a
volcano in n, is called Terra del Fuego, the moft
foutherly point of which is called Cape Horn.

Upon the firlt difcovery of the Straits of Magellan,
the Spaniards built forts, and fent fome colomcs thith-
er 3 but molt of the people perithed with cold and
hunger ; fince which time no fettlements have beea
attempted here by any Europeans.
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