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wdge, or to the different warmth of imagination of thofe
that adhere to them. The principal of thefe {e&s are
Arminians, Mennonifts, Socinians, Unitariaus, Mora-
vian Brethren, Quakers and Methodifts.  The portion
of the furface of the countries, in which the Proteftant
religion is “eftablifhed, to thofle in which the Roman
Catholick religion prevails, is nearly as three vo four.
The number-of Roman Catholicks, according to the
beft calculations, is about go,000,000 ; the number of
Proteftants only 24,000,000, which is a proportion of

~meaddly g to1. -
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miles.

Length 3007, 37° and 42° Norgh Latitude.
Breadth1oo § """ 1 "7 and 10° Weft Longitude,

OUNDED north and eaft, by Spain ; fouth
and wecft, by the Atlantick ocean. Containing
19 towns, 527 villages, 3343 parithes.

Rivers.] Every breok in Portugal is called a river,
Tts rivers rife in Spain and run weft through Portugal,
into.the Atlantick. The moft noted is the Tagus. -

Cagital.] Lissox, at the mouth of the Tagus, con-
taining about 150,000 inhabitants. In 1755, it was
laid level with the ground by a tremendous earthquake,
which was fucceeded by a general conflagration, in which
cataftrophe upwards of 10,000 people loft their lives.

Climate, ProduGions and Commerce.] Portugal, fitu-
ated in a genial chimate, abounds in excellent natural
produétions, and is well watered. It pofiefles very rich
provinces in, and upon the coaft of Afia, Africa and
America. It is, however, not proportionably power-
ful ; its inbabitants are indigent, and the balance of
trade is againft it. It is even obliged to import the
neceflaries of life, chiefly corn, from other countries.
Portugal produces wine, wool, oil, filk, honey, anileed,
fumac, a variety of fine fruits, fome corn, flax and cork.
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266 PORTUGAL
In 1785, the goods imported from Great- Britain and

Ireland into Portugal, confifting of woolens, corn, fith,
wood and hard ware, amcunted to nvpwards of £. 960,000
fterling. The Englifh took in return, of the produce of
- Portugal and Brazil, to theamount of £.728,000 fter- )
ling. Oauly 15 millions of livres are fuppofed to circu- -
late in a country which draws annually upwards of
£.1,500,000 fterling, or 36 millions of livres, from the
mines of Peru. Since the difcovery of thefe mines, that
is, within 6o years, Portugal has brought from Brazil
about 2400,000,000 of livres,or £ . 1co,000,0ccflerling.
; igion.]  Since the-council-of the
three eftates, viz. the clergy, the nobility, and the cities,
the members of which are nominated by the King, was
fubflituted in the room of diets or mectings of the ftates
{which event took place the latter end of the laft cen-
tury) the government of the kingdom of Portugal has
been abfolutely monarchical. The proceedings of the
 wourts of juftice are flow and arbitrary, and the num-
ber of lawyers and law officers is exceedingly great.
The ftate of religion in" Portugal is the fame as in
Spain. The Portuguefe clergy confift of one Patriarch,
a dignity granted to the church of Portugal in the year
1716, of 3 Archbifthops and 15 Biftiops. The whole
number of Ecclefiafticks is 200,000 : 30,c00 of which,
and fome {ay 60,000, are monks and nuns. The num-
ber of conveutsis 745. The number of elerical perfons
to that of the laymen.isas 1 to 11. ’
Hiflory.] Portugal was anciently called Lufitania,
and inhabited by tribes of wandering people, till it be- —
came {ubje& to the Carthaginians and Pheericians, who
were difpofleflcd by the Romans 250 years before Chrift.
1n the fth century it fell under the yoke of the Suevi
and Vandals, who were driven out by the. Goths of
Spain, in the year 589 ; but whea the Moors of Africa
made themfelves mafters of the greateft part of Spain,
in the begioning of the eighth century, they penctrated
into Lufitania ; there they eftablithed Governors, who
made themfelves Kings, It became fubject to Spain
in 1580 ; but in 1640, the people rebelled, fhook (;ff -
‘ the



