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the Spanith yoke, and ele€ted for their King the Duke

of Braganza, who took the name of John IV. in whofe

family it has ever fince remained independent of Spain.

Her prefent Majefty’s name is Mary Frances Ifabella,
"who acceded to the thronc in the year 1777.

S P A I N.

rilzEe )
~Length 700 | --§36° and 44° North Latitude. -
‘Breadth 500 § ™" 1 3° and 10° Eaft Longitude.

OUNDED weft, by Portngal and the Atlantick ;
north, by the Bay of Bifcay and the Pyrenean
mountains, which divide it from France ; eaft and fouth,
by the Mediterranean fea, and the Straits of Gibraltar.
Spain isdivided into 14 diftriks, in which are 139
towns, and- 21,083 villages and boronghs.

Rivers.] 'Lhe Deuro, the Tagus, the Guadiana, the
Guadalquiver, all which fall into the Atlantick oceaa,
and the Ebro, the ancieut Iberus, which falls iuto the
Mecditerranean. ’

Capital.] Maprip, fituated on a branch of the river
Tagus, containing 140,000 inhabitants. Capiz, fitu-
ated on the Atlantick, a little to the northward of the
Straits of Gibraltar, is the great emporium of Spaiu,
and contaias 80,000 inhabitants.

Wealth and Commerce.] The advantages of Spain, as
to climate, foil, natural produions, rivers, navigatioe
‘and foreign poflcflions, which are immenfely rich, ought
to raife this monarchy high above all other powers of
Europe.  Yet the reverfe is the cafe : Spain is but
thinly propled—has but little commerce—{ew manu-
factures—aund what commerce it has, is almoft entirely
in the hands of firangers, notwith{tanding the impedi-

diments thrown i their way by the government,
"~ Spain produces ¢xcellent oranges, lemons, almonds,
figs, grapes, pomegranates, dates, piltachios, capers,
chefuuts, tobacce, {oda, faffron, honey, falt, faltpetie,
: wines
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wines of a rich and delicious flavour, cotton, rice, corn;
oil, wool, filk, hemp, flax, &c. which, with proper in-
duftry, might be exported 10 an amazing amount. And

' e exports of Spain, moft articles of which
no other country can fupply, are eflimated at only
£.3,333.333 fterling. Spain does not produce corn
enough for its own confumption, and is under the ne-
ccflity of importing Jarge quantities.

Gowernment.] Spain is an abfolute monarchy. The

provinces of Navarre, Bifcay and Arragon, have pre-
ferved fome of their ancient piivileges. The King’s
¢di&ts muft be regillered in the court of Cailifle, before
they acquire the force of laws. The crown is heredi-
tary both in the male and female line. By a law made
in 1715, female heirs cannot fucceed till after the whole
male line is extinét. o

Religion.] The Roman Catholick religion, to the
exclufion of all others, is the religion of the Spanifh
monarchy ; and it is, in thefe countries, of the moft
bigotted, faperititious and tyranoical chara&ter. All
nther denominations-of Chriftians, as well as Jews, are
expofed to all the feverities of perfecution. The power
of the court of Inquifition, eftablithed in Spain in 1578,
has been diminithed, in fome refpes, by the interfer-
¢nce of the civil power. It is fuppofed that the clergy
of this kingdom amount to 200,000, half of whom are
monks and nuns,-diftributed in 3000 convents. The
revenue of the Archbifhop of Toledo_is 300,000 du-
cats, There arcin the kingdom of Spain, 8 Archbifh-
ops, 46 Bifhops ; in America, 6 Archbifhops and 28
Bifhops ; in the Phillippine ifles, 1 Archbithop and 3
Bifhops. Allthefe dignities are in the gift of the King.
Fifty-two inferior ecclefiattical dignities and offices are
inthe gift of the Pope.

Hiflory.] The firlt ichabitants of Spain were the
Celtz,.a .people of Gaul ; after them the Pheeniciane
pofleffed themfclves.of the moft fouthern parts of the
country, and may well be fuppofed to have been the
dirft civilizers of this kingdom, aed the founders of the
‘moftancient cities. After thefe followed the Grecial:s;
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