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thea the Carthaginians, on whofe departure, fixteen
years before Chrilt, it became fubje& to the Romans,
till the year 400, when the Goths, Vandals, Suevi,
Alans and Sillingi, on Conftantine’s withdrawing his
forces from that kingdom to the eaflt, invaded it, and
divided it amongft themf{eclves ; but the Gothsia a lit-
tle time were fole mafters of it under their King Ava-
rRick I. who founded the Spanifh monarchy. Aftera
regular fucceflicn of monarchs, we come to the late

King Crarres Ill. who afcended the throne upon

“the death of his half brother Ferpixanp VI. in the
year 1759 .

m——— T

FRANCE

wilese

Length 600}, . 4;° and 51° North Latitude.
Breadth 500 § """ ° and 8° Eaft Longitude.

OUNDED north, by the Englith channel and the
Netherlands ; eaft, by Germany, Switzcerland and
Italy ; fouth, by the Mediterranean and Spain ; weft,
by the Bay of Bifcay. Containing 400 cities, 1500
fmalier towns, 43,000 parifues, 100,000 villages.
Clxmale, Soily Rivers, Commerce, 5c.] France is fit-
uated in a very mild climate. Its foil in moft parts is
very fertile ; it is bounded by high ridges of mountains,
the lower branches of which crofs the greater part of
the kingdom ; it coufequently abounds with large
“tivers, {uch ar the-Rhone, the Loire, the Garonne, the
Seine, &c. to the amount of 206, which are navigable ;
and it is contiguous to two oceans. Thefe united ad-
vantages render this kingdom oune of the richeft coun-
tries of Europe, both with refpeé to natural prodnc- -
" tions and commerce. Wine is the ftaple commodity
of France. One millien fix hundred thoufand ucies of
ground are laid out in vineyards ; and the net profic
from each acre is eftimated at fiom 4 to 7 pounds fter-
Jing. France annually exports wines to the amount
) Yz of
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of z4 millions of livres. The fruits and other produc:
tions of France, do not much differ from thofe of Spain,
but are raifed in much greater plenty.  France has
very important fifheries, both on her own, and on the
American coaft, :

In 1773, there were in France 1500 fitk mills,21,000-
looms for filk ftuffs, 12,000 for ribbands and lace,
20,000 for filk ftockings, and the different filk mauvu-
fatures employed 2,000,000 of people.
~———In point of commerce, France may be ranked next to
. England and Holland. _The French have the greateft

fhare of the Levant trade—they enjoy fome valuable
commercial privileges in Turkey ; but their Welt-India
pofleflions, which are admirably cultivated and govern-
ed, are the richelt. Before the late Amcrican war, the
balance of commerce in favour of France was eflimated
at 70,000,000 livres, and has not fince been diminithed,

Government.] Unfettled. A moft important-and
glorious revolution in favour of civil and religious lib-
erty is now accomplithing in Frarce.

In France there were in 1789, 18 Archbifhops, 111-
Bithops, 166,000 clergymen, 5200 convents, contain-
ing 200,000 perfors devoted to monaftick life, and
25,000,000, fouls. _ ,

Learning.] The {ciences have arifen to a very great
height in this kingdom, and this nation can boaft of -
having produced great mafter-pieces in almoft every
branch. of {eientifick knowledge and elegant literature,
There are 20 univerfities in France.  The royal acade-
mies of {ciences, of the French language, and of inferip-
tions and antiquities at Paris, are jullly celebrated.

Hiflory.] TFrance was originally the country of the
ancient Gauls, and was conquered by the Romans
.twenty-five years before Chrilt, The Goths, Vandals,
Alans and Suevi, and afterwards the Burgundi, divided
it amonglt them from A. D. 400 to 476, when the
Franks, another fet of German emigrants, who had
fettled between the Rhine and the Maine, completed
the foundation of the prefent kingdom under Clovis.
Tt-was conquered, except Paris, by Edward III. of
a England,



