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Government.] The governmeat of Venice is arifto-
eratical, under a chief magiftrate called a Doge, who is
{aid to be a King as to robes, a fenator in the council-
houfe, a pnfnncr withia the city, and a private man
~out of it,

There are many diffcrent fovercignties in Italy.
It is divided into little republicks, principalities and
dukedoms, which, in fpiritual mattere, are fubje& to
the Pope, who, like the ghoﬂ: of the deceafed Roman
_empire, fits crowned upon its grave.

Hiflory. ] The e1a of the foundation- of - Rome be-
gins April 20, 753 year
Authors generally affign the honour to Romulus. ite
firt King, who was but cighteen years old. He was
a wife, courageous and politick prince.

St. Peter is placed at the head of the Popes or Bifh-
ops of Rome, in the 33d year of the common era. The

prefent Pope is Pius VI cleéted February 15, 1775.
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SWITZERLAND.

miles.

Length 2607 | . ... § 6°and 11° Eaft Longitude.
Breadth 100 ' 45° and 48° North Latitude.

BOUNDED north, by Germany ; eaft, by Tirol,
Trent and Lake Conftance ; fouth, by Italy ;
welt, by France.

Cities.] Bern, on the river Aar, is the moft con-
fiderable city in Switzerland. Basiv, on the banksof
the Rhine, contains 220 ftreets, and by fome is reck-

- oned the capital of all Switzerland. '

Rivers.] The principal rivers are the Rhine and
Rhone, both of which rife in the Alps. )

Air, Soil and Produflions.] ‘This country is full of
mountains ; on the tops of {ome of them the fnow re-
mains the year round ; the air of confequence is keen
and the frofts fevere. In the fummer the incquality of

Lhe {oil renders the fame province very unequal in its
. feafons,
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{cafons. Oun one fide of the mouatains, called the Algy,
the inhabitants are often reaping, while they are fow-
~ing on the other. The vallies, however, are warm,
fruitful and well cultivated. The water of Switzerland
1s excellent, defcending from the mountains in beauntiful
. catarats, whichhavea moft pleafinganddelightful cffe&.
Its produ@ions are, fheep, cattle, wine, flax, wheat,
barley, apples, peaches, cherrics, chefnuts and plumbs.
Population and Chara&er.]. For the number of in-
* habitants, fee table of Europe.

‘The Swifs are a brave, hardy, induftrious peop.c,
remarkable for their fidelity and their zealous attach-
ment to the liberties of their country. A general fim-
plicity of manners, an open, unaffeted franknefs, to-
gether with an invincible {pirvit of freedom, are the molt
diftinguithing chara&crifticks of the inhabitants of
Switzerland.. On the firlt entrance into this country,
travellers cannot but obferve the air of content and fa-
tisfaCtion, which appears in the countenances of the in-
habitants. A tafte for literature is prevalent among
them, from'the highefl to thelowelt rank. Thefc are the
happy confequences of a mild republican government.

Religion.] The eltablifhed religions are calvinifm and
popery ; though, in fome do&rinal points, they differ
much from Calvin. Their fentimeats on religious tole-
ration are much lefs liberal, than upon civil government.

Government.]  Switzerland comprehends thirteen
cantons, that 1s, fo many different republicks, all united
in one confederacy, for their mutual prefervation. The
government is partly artftocratical, and partly democra-
tical. Every canton is abfolute in its own jurifdi@®ion.
But whether the government be- ariftocratical, deme--
cratical or mixed, a general fpmt of liberty pervadcs
and aftuvates the fevclal conflitutions, - Thereal inte-
- fefts of the people appear to be attended to, and they
enjoy a degree of happinefs, not to be expe&ed in def-
potick governments.

Hiffory.] The old inhabitants of this countr) were
called Helvetii ; they were defeated by Julius Cefar,.

§~ years before Chnﬂ, and the territory remained fula
Jf



