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je& to the Romans, till it was conquered by the Ale-
mans, German emigrants, A. D. 395 ; who were ex-
—pdled by Clovis, Kiag of France, i 496. It under-
went anather revolution in 883, being made part of the
kingdom of Burgundy. In 103z, it wasgiven, by the
lait King of Burgundy, to Coorad II. Emperor of
Germany ; from which time it was held as part of the
empire, till the year 1307, when a very fingular revole
delivered the Swifs canténs fiom the German yoke.
Grifler, Governor of thefe provinces for the Emperor
___Albert, hanng ordered one William Tcll, an illultrious
Swifs patriot, under pain of death, to fhoot at an apple, -

placed on the head of one of his chx]dren, he had the

dexterity, though the diftance was very confiderable,
to ftrike it off without hitting the child. The tyrant
perceiving that he had another arrow under his cleak,
afkked him for what purpofe he intended it ? he boldly
replied, *¢ To have fhot you to the heart, if I'd had
the misfortune to kill my fon.”” The cnragcd Governor
erdered him to be han: rcd but his fellow citizens, an-
imated by his fortitude and patrintifm, ficw to arms,
attacked and vanquithed Grifler, who was fhot dexd by
Tell, and the independency of the feveral ftates of this
conntry, now called the Thirteen Cantons, under a re-
pnbhcan form of government, took place immeciately ;
which was made perpetual by a league among them-
felves, in the year 1315 5 and confirmed by trcaty with
the other powers of Europe, 1649. Seven of thefe
cantons are Roman Catholicks, and fix Proteftants.

TURKEY, in Evropk.

o

miles,
Length1co0] |  f17°and 400 Eaft Longitude.
Breadth goo §¢"ee" 36° and 49° North Latitude.
OUNDED north, by Ruflia, Poland and Sclave-
nia ; ealt, by Circaffia, the Black fca, the Pro-
pontis, Hellefpont and Archipelago ; fouth, by the
Mediterrancan fea ; weft, by the fame fea, and the
Venetian and Auftrian territeries. Ssif,
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Soil, "Air and Produdions.] Nature has been lavith
of her bleflings'upon the inhabitants of Turkey in'thefe
particulars.  The foil, though unimproved, through
the iudolence of the Turks, is luxuriant beyond de-
fcription.  The air is falubrions and friendly to the
imagination, unlefs corrupted, by the neighbouring
countries, or through the uncleanlinefs of its inhabit-
ants. The.feafons here are regular and pleafant, and
have been celebrated from the remoteft times of anti-
" quity. The Turks are invited to frequent bathings, by

the purity and. whoeléfamenefs of the:water,. in every
part of their dominions. Raw filk, cottony oil, leather,
tobacco, cake foap, honey, waxy manna; and various
fruits and drugs, are here produced in plenty.-

Chief Cities.] CONSTANTINOPLE, the capital of this
empire, {tands on the welt fide of the Bafphorus, in the
proviece of Romania, was rebuilt by the Emperor Con-
ftantine in the fourth century, who transferred hither
the feat of the Roman government ; upon his death it -
obtained the name of Conflantinople. “It is of a trian-
gular fhape, wafhed by the {fea on two fides, and rifing
gradually from the fhore, in the form of an amphithe-
atre. The view of it from the harbour is confeffedly
the fineft in the world. The city is {urrounded by a
wall about twelve miles in circumference, and the {ub-
wrbs are very extenfive. It contains 1,000,c00c {ouls,
of which zo0,000 are Greeks, 40,000 Armenians, and
60,000 Jews. _ -

- Religion.] The eftablithed religion in this empire is
the Mahometan, of the fc& of the Sunnites. All other
religions are tolerated on paying a certain capitation.
Among the Chriftians refiding in Turkey, thofe of the
orthodox Greeks are the moft numerous, and they en-
joy, ambng other privileges, that of being advanced to

- dignities and pofts of truft- and profit. The Turkifth
clergy are numerous, being compofed of all the learned
in the empire, and are the only teachers of the law, and
moft be confulted in all important cafes.

Government.] 'The Turkith Emperor, who is ufually
called the Grand S¢ignior, has an unlimited power Qvle__r
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