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282 HOLTULATND.

Hiflory.] Flanders, orviginally the country of tiie
ancient Belge, was conquc%eé—bﬁulms Cxfar, forty-
feven years before Chrift ; pafled into the hands of
France A. D. 412 ; and was, governed by its Earle,
fubje& to that crown, from 864 to 1369. By mar-
riage it then came into the houfe of Auftria ; but was
yiclded to Spain in 1556. Shook off the Spanifh yoke
1572, and in the year 1725, by the treaty of Vicana,
was annexed to the German empire,

HO LLAND,or Tae UNITED
PROVINCES.

CRIDEXE

rriles, Sz40 miles,
Length 180 10 20" and 530 32! N. Lat,
Breadth 145§ between {529 and 70 ]:ai" Luno.tude § 10,000,
OUNDED catt, by Germany ; fouth, by the
Auftrian and French Netherlands ;3 weit and north
by the German ocean. Coutaining 113 towns, 1400
villages.
Divided into. feven provinces :

Provinces. Clizf Touhs. Inbab.
Gelder, Nimweguen, 12,000
Holland, Amieraam, 212,260
Utrecht, Utrecht, 30,3C0
Zeeland, Middlebury, 24,0C0
Fricfland, Leuwarden. .
Overyflel, Deventer.

Groemgen, Groenigen,

Country of Drenthe, under the prote&ion of the
United Provinces.

- Lands of the Generality, commonly called Datch
Brabant.

Wealth and Commerce.] The feven United r’rovmcea
afford a ftriking proef, that unwearied and perfevering
indufltry is capable of conquering every difadvantage of
climate and fituation. The air and water are bad ; the
foil naturally produces fearcely any thing but tusf; and
the poflcffion of this foil, poor as it is, is difputed by
—the gcean, which, rifiug confiderably above the level of
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the land, can only be prevented by ftrong and expen-
five dykes, from overflowing a fpot which feems to be
ftolen from its natural domatns. Notwithftanding thefe
difficulties, which might fecm infurmountable to a lefs
induitrious people, the perfevering labours of the pa-
tient Dutchmen have rendered this {mall, and feemingly
infignificant territory, one of the richelt ipots in Eu-
rope, both with refpeét to population and property.
In othier countries, which ate poflefled of a variety of
natural produltions, we are not furprifcd to find manu-

faltures employed in multiplying the riches which the
bounty of the {oil beftows ; but to fee, in a country
like Idolland, large woolen manufa&ures, where there
are {carcely any flocks ; numberlefs artifts employed in
metals, where there is no mine 3 thoufands of faw mills,.
where there is {carcely any foreft ; an immenfe quan-
tity of corn exported from a country where there 1s not
agricultureenough to fupport one half of its inhabitants,
mutt ftrike every obferver with admiration. Among
the moft valuable produétions of this country may be
reckoned their excellent cattle.  They export large
quantities of madder, a vegetable much ufed in dying.
Their fitheries yield a clear profit of many millions of
florins. The trade of Holland extends to almoft every
part of the world, to the exclufion, in fome branches,
of all their European competitors.

Capital.] AmsTeERDAM, which is built on piles of
wood, and is one of the molt commercial cities in the
world. It has more than one half the trade of Hol-
land ; and, in this ceclebrated center of an immenfe
commerce, a bank is eltablithed of that {pecies, called
a Giro Bank, of very great wealth and greater credit.

Gowvernment.] Since the great confederation of. U-
trecht, made in the year1579, the feven United Prov-

“inces mult be looked upon as one political body, unit-
ed for the prefervation of the whole, of which each
fingle province is governed by its own laws, and exer-
cifes moft of the rights of a fovereign flate.  Inconfe-
quence of the union, the feven provinces guaranty cach
other’s rights, they make war and peace, thicy levy taxes,
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~ &c. in their joint capacity ; but asto internal govern-
ment, each province is independent of the other pro-
vinces, and of the fupreme power of the republick. "The
provinces rank in the order they are mentioned. The
fend deputies, chofen out of the provincial {tates, to
the general aflembly, called the Srates General, which
is' inveited with the fupreme legiflative power of the
confederation.  Each province may fend as many mem-
bers as it pleafes, but it has only one voicc in the aflem -
bly of the tlates. According to the lateft regulatic is,
~ that aflembly is compofed of 58 deputies. At the b-ad
of this republican government, is the Prince Stadtiol-
der, or Governor, who excicifes a very confiderable
part of the executive power of the ftate.

Religion.] The Calvinill or Reformed religion is
eftablithed in Hollaud ; but others are tolerated.

None but Calrinifts can hold any employment of
trult or profit.  The church is goverued by Prefbyte-
ries and Synods.  Of the latter there are nine for fin-
gle provinces, and one national Synod, {ubjcct, how-
ever, to the control of the States General.  T'he French
and Walloon Calviniits have Synods of their own. In
the feven provinces are 1579 minitters of the eftab-
lithed church, go of the Walloon chureh, 800 Roman
Catholick, 53 Lutheran, 43 Arminian, aud 312 Bap-
tiit minitters.  In the Ealt-Indies there are 46. and in
the Weit-Indies g minifters of the eftablithed church.

Hiflory.] Thefe provinces were originaly an off-m-
blage of feveral Lordihips, dependent upon tue Kings
of Spaig 5 from whofe yoke they withdrew thea {clves
during the reign of Philip 11, in theyear 1579, under
the condu@ of the Prince of Orange, and t wed the
republick now called the feven United Piovinces. or
Holland, that being the moft remarkable province,

The office of Stadtholder, or Captain General of the
Uunited Provinces, was made hereditavy in the Prince of
Orange’s family, not excepting females, 1747,
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