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HIS is the largclt empire in the world, extending
from the Baltick and Sweden on the weft, to
Kamtichatka, and the ealtern ocean; and on the north,

‘from the frozen ocean to the 44tA degree of latitude.

~——Diwvifions.] Ruffia is at prefent divided into 42
governments, which are comprehended again under 19
geuneral governments, viz, '

X Governmentss Inlalie. Capitals,
European part of Ruffia, 30 20 millions.  Peteriburg.
Afiatick Rufiia, 12 4 dow Catan.

The fuperiority of the European part over the valt
but uncultivated provinces of Afia is friking. The
provinces acquired by the divifion of Poland are highly
valuable to Ruffla, to which the acquifition of Ciimea
is by no means comparable in value.

This immenfe empire comprchends upwards of 5o
‘diffcrent nations, and the number of languages is fup-
pofed not to be lefs than the number of nations.

Wealth and Commerce.] In fo vaft a tra& of coun-
try as the empire of Ruffia, fpreading under many de-
grees of latitude, watered by more than eight rivers.
which run through the fpace.of 2000 miles, and croffcd
by an extenfive chain of mountains, we may expeét to -
“find an infinite number of natural produtions, though
we mult make fume allowances for the great deferts
of Siberia, and the many parts not yet thoroughly in=
veftigated by natural hiftorians. The {pecies of plants

“peculiar to thispartoftheglobe;~which have already
been difcovered, amount to many thoufands. - The
foil contains almoit all minerals, tin, platina and fome
femi-metals excepted. Ruffia abounds with animals
of almoft all the various kinds, and has many that
have never been defcribed. It has the greateft vatietyg
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of the fineft furs. In 1781, there were exported from
Pctetfourg alone, 428,877 fkins of hares, 36,904 of
grey fquirrels, 1,354 of bears. 2.018 of ermine, 5 639
of foxes, 300 of wild cats, befides thofe of wolves and
of the fuflic (a beautiful animal of the rat kind) ex-
clufive of the exportation of the fame articles from
Archangel, Riga and the Cafpian fca. In one year
there wercexported from Archangel 783 ooco pud of -
tallow (a pud is equal to 40ib.) 8 602 pud of can-
dles, and 102 pud of butter. In 1781 fiom Pcterf-
s pud of
leather for foles, §30.646 pud of candles, 50.000 pud
of foap, 27.416 pud of ox bones, ggo calve fkins.
The fithe:ics belonging to Rufiia are very produétive.
The forelts of fir trees are immenfcly valuable.  Qaks
and beeches do not grow to a ufcful fize beyond the
6oth degree of north latitude. They export timber,
pitch, tar and potefh to a valt amount. Rye, wheat,
tobacco, hemp, flax, fail cloth, linfeed oil, flax feed,
iron, filver, copper, falt, jafper, marble, granit, &ec. are
among the produétions of Ruffia. The whole of the
exports of Ruffia amounted in 1783 to near 13 miilions
of rubles or dollars ; the imports did not much exceed
the fum of 12z millions. The imports confit chicfly of
wine, {pices, fruits, fine cloth and other manufuéiured
commodities and articles of luxury. 'T'here are at
prefent no more than 434 manufuturers in the whole
empire: 4
Government.]  The Emperor or Autocrator of
Ruffia, (the prefent Emprefs fyles herfelf Autocratrix}
is abfolute. He muft be of the Greek church by the
ancient cuftom of the empire. The only written fun-
damental law exifting is that of Peter the firft, by which
- the right of fucccflion to the throne depends entirely
on the choice of the reigning monarch, who has uulim-
ited authority over the lives and property of all his
fubje@s. The management of publick affairs is en-
trulted to feveral departments. At the head of all thofe
concerned in the regulation of internal affairs (the ¢c-
clefiaftical Synod excepted) is the fenate, under the
: : prefidency
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pvefidency of a Chanecllor and Vice-Chancellor. The
~fovereign nominates the members of this fupreme court,
which ts divided into 6 cbambcrs, 4 at Peterfburg and
"z et Mofcow.  The provinces arc ruled by Governors
1')p0mted by the fovereign.

Religizn. ] The rchgton eftablihed in the Ruffian
empiie is the Greek. The moft effential point in which
their profeflion of faith differs from that of the Latin
church, is the doétrine, that the Ho]y Ghoft proceeds

from the Father only.  Their worfhip is as much over-

loaded with ceremonics as the Roman Catholick.
Saiats are held in veocration, and painted images of
them, but no ftatuces, are fuffered in the churches.” The
churcix lias been governed, fince the time of Peter the

Greai, by a national council called the Holy Synod.
u’Iaxrmvr- is forbidden to the Archbifhops and Bifhops,
but is allowed to the inferiour clergy.  There are 479
convents for men, 74 for women, in which are about
70,000 perfons. Above goo,000 peafants belong te
the cltates io poflcflioa of the clergy. )

Hiflory.]  T'he carliclt aunthentick account we have
of Ruflia is A. D. 862, when Rurick was Grand Duke
of Novogorod in this country. In the year ¢81.
Wolidimer was the firt Chritian King. The Poles
conquered it about 1058, but it is uncertain how long
they kept tt.  Andrey I. began his reign 1158, and
taid the foundation of Mofcow. About 1200 of the
Mungls Tartars conquered it, and held it fubje@ to

“them till 1540, when John Bafilowitz reftored it to
independency. About the middle of the fixteenth cen-
tury, the Ruflians difcovered and conqueréd Siberia.
It became an empire 1721, when Peter I. affumed the
title of Emperer of all the Rufiias, which was admit-
ted by the powers of Europe to be obferved in future
negociations with the court Yof Peterfburg

The reign of Elizabeth, in the courfe of the prefent
century, is remarkable, on account of her abolithing the—-
ufe of torture, and governing her fubjeéts for twenty
years without infli®ing a fingle capital puoifhment.

The prefent Emprc‘b s actnally employ(d in found-
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