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300 . A § 1 A.
of Bifcay, between T'rance and Spain; the Englilk
_channel between England and France ; the Euxine or
Biack fea, bcmccn Europe and Afia; the German
ocean, between Germany and Britain 5 and the Medi-
—terrancan fea, between Lmope and Afiica.

The chief mountains in Lurope,are the Alps, between
France and lwaly 5 the Appennine hills in Italy.; the
Pyrenean hills, that divide France from. Spain ; the
Qarpa'hn. mountains, in the fouth of Poland ; the
Peuk in Derbyfhire 5 the Plinlimmon in Wales 3 be-
-fides—-the terrible volcanos, or buruing mountains, of
Vefuvias-and Strombeli;—in—Naples ;- Etnaia-Sicily,——
and Ecia in the cold ifland of Iccland. :

A § 1 A

reTEE L

HIS immenfe tra& of country firetches into all

climates, from the frezen wilds of blberla,wberc
the hardy inhabirants, clothed in fur, are drawn in
flcdges over the fnow, to the fultry regious of India
and Stam, where, feated on the huge clephants, the
people thelter themfelves fiom the fcorching {un by the
;pteadmg umbrella.

This 1s the principal quarter of the globe ; forin
Afia the all-wife Creator planted the garden of Eden,
in which Adam and Eve were formed, from whom the
whole human race have derived their exiltence. - Afia
became again the nurfery of the world after the dcluge,
whence the defcendants of Noah difperfed their various
colonies into all the other parts of the globe. - It was
here our Saviour was born, and accomplifhed the great
and merciful work of our redemption, and it was

- heunce, that .the light of his glorivus gofpel was car-
ried, with amazing rapidity, into all the {urroundiag
nations, by _his difciples and followers. This was, in
hort. the theatre of almoft every adtion ricorded in
the Holy Secriptures.

This vaflt tra& of land was, in the earliclt ages, gm;

crned
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TARTARY. 30l

»raed by the Aflyrians, Medes, Perfians and Greeks.
Upon the extinétion of thefe empires, the Romans car-
ried their arms even beyond the Ganges, till at length
the Mahometans, or as they are ufually called Saracens,
{pread their devaftations over this continent, deftroy-
ing all its ancient fplendor, and rendering the moft
populous and fertile fpots of Afia, wild and unculti-
vated -deferts.
Among the higheft mountains of Afia are Arrarat,
near the Cafpian fea, on which the ark of Noah refted
_when the waters of the deluge fubfided ; and Horeb
- Afia is bounded north by the Frozen ocean ; weft,
by Europe and the Mediterranean and Red feas ; fouth,
by the Indian ocean ; eaft, by the Pacifick ocean ; and
is reckoned to be 4800 miles in length, and 4300 in
breadth ; comprehending, befides iflands,

Chicef Teawns. Jque miles.

The Empire of China, Pekin, 1,105,000
. A ., Toboliki,

The feveral nations of Tartary, Tibet 3,479,000

y

Perfia, Ifpahan, 800,000

India, or the Mogui empire, B)elh}, 1,367,500

Turkey, in Afia erufalem

Arabia,, ’ Mecca, ’ } 1,112,5C0

—_—

T ARTARY.

OUNDED north, by the Frozen ocean ; eaft, by
the Pacifick ; fouth, by China, India, Perfia, and
the Cafpian fea ; weft, by Ruffia ; 3000 miles long,
22350 broad. Y
The northern parts are exceffively cold and barren,
"+ but the fouthern more temperate and fertile. The
country abounds with unwholefome lakes and marthes,
mountains and fandy deferts. Their commodities are
chiefly fkins of foxes, fables, ermine, lynxcs and other
furs ; alfo, flax, mufk, rhubarb and cinnamon.
The Tartars are chiefly Pagans, Mahometans or
Chriftians ; the firft are moft numerous.
- Bb. : L Mufcorite



302 C HI N A.

Mufcovite Tartary is fubject to the Emprefs of Ruf-
fia ; Chinefe Tartary to the Emperor of China; other
parts of Tartary have their own Princes, or Chams,
and fome are fubje to Perfia and the great Mogul.

The Tartars are in general ftrong made, ftout men;
fome are honeft and hofpitable, others barbarous and
live by plundering. The beauty of the Circaffian wo-
men is a kind of ftaple commodity in that country ;
for parents there make no fcruple of fclling their dangh-
ters, to recruit the feraglios of the great men of Turkey

~and-Perfia. —They-avoid-all labour-as the greateft-fla--

very. Their only employment is tending their flocks,
hunting and managing their horfes. If they are an-
gry with a perfon, the worft they wifh him is, that he
may live in one fixed place, and work like a Ruffian.

The firft acknowledged fovereign of thefe difmal

territories, was the famous Jenghis Khan, A. D. 1206.
His dcfcendants poflefled it till 1583, when Mungls

revolted to the Manchew Tartars, who reign in China.

The Eluths became an independent ftate about 1400,
and fo remain.

C H I N A.

B —— ]

HINA is bounded on the north, by part of Tar-
tary ; eaft, by the Pacifick ocean ; fouth, by
part of the Indian ocean ; weft, by India, without the
Ganges ; 1450 miles Iong, 1260 bread.
~ The principal rivers are, the Yamour, Argun, Yel-
low river and the Tay ; befides a prodigious number
of navigable canals, which are very convenient. Great
numbers of the Chinefe live conftantly on the waters
in thefe canals. ‘

This empire is faid to contain 4400 walled cities ;
the chief bf which are, Pekin, the capital, Nankin and
Canton. Pekin is reckoned to contain 2,000,000 in-
habitants. ‘The city is entered by feven iron gates,
within fide of each is a guard-houfe,

: 7 © The
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‘The Emperor of China is abfolute. He is, however,
‘ebliged, by a maxim of ftate, to confider his fubje&ts
as chlldren, and they regard him no longer than while
he behaves like a parent. The Emperor is ftyled, Holy
Son of Heaven, Sole Governor of the Earth, Great Father
of his People. The prefent Emperoris defcended- from
a Tartarian family ; for about 150 years ago the Tar-
tars overran and conguered this fine country. How-
ever, Tartary may now rather be faid to be fubje& to
China, than China to Tantary, fince all the wealth of

305

the United Empire centres in China, and Tartary is
no {mall additinn to its ftrength.

Natural religion, as explained by their celebrated
philofopher, Confucius, is the eftablithed religion of
China. But the greater part of the people are grofs
idolators, and the moft numerous fe& are thofe who
worfhip the idol Fohi, which was brought from Tibet,
foon after the death of our Saviour. 'T'he Mahomet-
ans have been tolerated in China for 6 or 700 years,
and the Jews much longer. Chriftianity had gained
confiderable footing 1a this empire by the labours of the
Jefuits ; but in the year 1726, thofe miflionaries be-
ing fufpe€ted of defigns againft the government, and
teaching doltrines deftruétive of it, were quite expelled,
and the Chriftian churches demolithed.

It is faid that China contains 158 millions of inhab-
itants, between 20 and 60 years of age, who pay an
annual tax. The Chinefe in their perfons are middle
fized, their faces broad, their eyes black -and fmall,
and their nofes rather thort. It is thought good pol-
icy to forbid women from all trade and commerce,.
which they can only bencfit by letting them aloge.
The women have little eyes, plump, rofy lips, black
hair, —ugular—l-'@am;cs,—and—a—ddwate, though florid
complexion ; the fmallnefs of their feet is reckoned a
principal part of their beauty, and no {wathing is omit-
ted when they are young, to give them that accom-
plihment 3 fo that when they grow up, they may be
faid to totter rather than to walk.

Thc
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The air of China is generally temperate and good,
though fometimes very hot in the fouthern provinces,
and very cold in the northern. It is one of the moft
fruitfol countries in the world ; the mountains-them-
felves being cultivated to the top. The principal pro-
duttions of China are; filks, cotton, precious ftones,

“porcelain—or China ware, quickfilver, tea, which is
peculiar to this country, ginger, camphire, japaned
works, gold, filver, copper, &ec.

... One of the greateft curiofities of China, and per-

—haps in the world, is that ftupendous wall, feparating
China from Tartary, to prevent the incurfions of the
Tartars. It is fuppofed to extend 1500 miles, and is
carried over mountains and vallies, from 20 to 25 feet
high, and broad enough at the top for fix horfemen to
travel abreaft with eafe. The Chinefe have upwards
of 20,000 letters or charalters in their language.

This empire is reported to have been founded by
Fohi, who 1s {aid to have been the Noah mentioned in
the Bitle, about 2240 years before Chrift. It is now
governed by the Emperors of the Dynafty of the
Manchew Tartars, who conquered it A. 1. 1645.

INDIA IN GENERAL.

Y OUNDED north, by Tartary; eaft, by Chinz

and the Chinefe fea; fouth, by the Indian ocean;

welt, by the fame octan and Perfia ; length 4000
miles, breadih 2500, . .

The capital cities of the Mogul’s émpire are, Agra

and Delhi. '

~ In the northern parts of India the air is temperate ;

but very hot in the fouthern. | The heats, however,

are moderated by refrething breezes from the fea, and

" from the rains that fall continually from the end of

June to the end of Oftober. Some parts. of India,

efpecially the northern proviaces of the Mogul’s em+

_ pire, are fandy, moantainous and barren ;- but in gcni ‘.
€T3
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eral the foil is fertile, producing plenty of corn, and
the fineft fruits. It is well watered with rivers, the
chief are the Ganges and the Indus. Their commod-
ities are filks, cottons, calicoes, muflins, fatins, taffe-
ties, carpets, gold, filver, diamonds, pearls, porcelain,
'ncc, ginger, amber, pepper, cinnamon, and a great
variety of medicinal drugs.

The great Mogul is an abfolute monarch ; but there
are fome princes in his dominions, called Rajahs, who
maintain their independency. The other Kings and
Princes of India are likewife abfolute, but fome of

...thﬁnLlnbuLaLy,_ the weaker to the more powerful B

The Moors or Moguls, who are a mixture of Tar-
tars, Perfians, Arabs, &c. are Mahometans ; but the
natives of India, who are by far the moft numerous,
are chiefly Pagans, worfhipping idols of various fhapes ;
many Chriltians are fettled on the coaft.

In general the Indians are ingenious in arts, civil
to ftrangers, and pretty jult in their dealings ; fome
are of a fwarthy complexion, others are black as jet.
They marry very young, the males before 1.4, females
at 1o or 1t. A man is in the decline of life at 30,
and the beauty of the women is on the decay at 18 ;
at 25 they have all the marks of old age.

The firft conqueror of the whole of this country was
Jenghis Khan, a Tartarian Prince, who dicd A. D.
1226. In 1399, Timur Bek, by conqueit, became
Great Mogul. The Dynafty continued in his family.
till the conqueft of Tamerlane, in the 15th century,
whofe defcendants have poffefled the throne from that
time ; but Kouli Khan, the famous Sophi of Perfia,
_confiderably diminithed the power of the Moguls,
carried away immenf{e treafures from Delhi 3 and fince
that event many of the Rajahs and Nabobs have made
themfelves independent..

s Bbz PERSIA..
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‘OUNDED north, by the Czfpian fea; ealt, by
India ; fouth, by the Perfian gulf and Indian
ocean ; weft, by Afiatick Turkey. Its length 1450
wmiles ; its breadth 1250. :
The chief city and refidence of the fovereign is 1f-
pahan, a fine fpacious town.
The north and eaft parts of Perfia are mountainous

defart ; thofe on the fouth and weft are very fertile.
‘The air in the fouth is extremely hot in {ummer, and
very unwholefome. There 'is fcarcely any country
that has more mountains and fewer rivers. The pro-
du&ions of Perfia are fimilar to_thofe of India.

The Perfians are a brave, polite and ingenious peo-
ple ; honeft in their dealings, and civil to ftrangers.
Their great foible feems to be oftentation in their
equipages. '

The Perfians in general are firi@ followers of Ma-
homet’s doGrine, but differ confiderably from the Turks.
There are many Chriftians in Perfia, and a fe& who
wortfhip fire, the followers of Zoroafter. :

Perfia is governed by an atfolute monarch, ‘called
Shah or King, and frequently Sophi. The crown is
hereditary, but females are excluded. - :

The Perfian empire was founded by Cyrus, after his
conqueft of Media, 536 years before Chrift. It con-
tinued till it-was overthrown by Alexander the Great,
331 years before Chrit. A new empire, fiyled the
Parthian, was formed by the Perfians under Arbaces,
250 years before Chritt ; but in A.D, 229, Artaxerxes
reftored it to its ancient title ; and in 651, the Sara-
cens put an end to that empire. From this time Per-
fia was a prey to the Tartars, and a province of In-
doftan, till Thomas Kouli Khan once more raifed it to
a powerful kingdom. "He was affaffinated in 1747.

ARABDIA.
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YD OUNDED north, by Turkey; eall, by the gulfs

of Perfia and Ormus ; fouth, by the firaits of
Babelmaandel and the Indian ocean.; welt, by the Red
fea. Leungth 1300, breadth 1200.

In_that part of Arabia called the Holy Land, the
inhabitants enjoy a pure and healthful air, and a fer-
tile foil. The middle, called Arabia Deferta, is over-
read with barren mountains, rocks and fandy deferts.
But the fouthern parts, defervedly appys
although the air is hot and unwholefome, is blefled
with an excellent, aud very fertile foil, producing
balm of Gilead, manna, myrrh, caffia, aloes, frankin-
cenfe, {pikenard and other valuable gums ; cinsamon,
“pepper, oranges, lemons, &c. The Arabians, like
moft of the Afiaticks, are of a middling ftature, thin,
and of a {warthy complexion, with black hair and
black eyes. They are much addicted to thieving. In
1750, a body of 50,000 Arabians attacked a caravan
of merchants and pilgrims, returning from Mecca,
killed 60,000 peifons, and plundered them of cvery
thing valuable, though efcorted by a Turkifh army.
The Avabians in general are Mahometans, though
there are fome Pagans. They have many Princes,
fome tributary to the Turks, others independent. The
Arabs are defcended from Ifhmael, of whofe pofterity
it was foretold, that they thould be invincible, and Aawe
their hands againfl every man,and every man’s bands again/?
them. The famous impoftor Mahomet was born at
Mecca in the 6th century. He fled to Medina A. D.
622. This iscalled the Hegira or Flight, from whence
the Mahometans compute their time. He died 629,
having propagated his do&rincs through Arabia, Syria,
Egypt and Perfia, leaving two branches of his race,
both efteemed divine by their fubjeéts.

-~ TURKEY
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TURKEY 15 Asra.

e — : '
OUNDED north, by the Black Sea and Circaf-
fia ; calt, by Perfia; fouth, by Arabia and the
Levant fea ; weft, by the Archipelago, the Hellefpont
and Propontis. Length 1000 miles, breadth 8oo.
The air is naturally delightful, ferene and falubrious,
yet the inhabitants are frequently vifited with the
plague. The foil is caleulated to preduce all the ne-
ceflaries, agreeables, and even luxuries of life. The
"Grand Seignior is abfolute fovercign of the Turkith

empire, who appoints Bathaws or Beglerbegs to gov-
ern the feveral provinces. Mahometanifm is the eftab-
lithed religion of the Turkifh dominions. The Turks, .
when young, are well made and robuft. Their eyes
and hair arc black. The women look old at 30.—
Turkey in Afia contains many large provinces, par-
ticularly Syria, Judea, or Paleftine, Phcenicia, &é..
which are fuhje& to the Turks. In Palefine, or the
Holy Land, and the countries adjacent, were Babylon,
Damafcus, Nineveh, Tyre, Sidon, Samaria, Bethle-
bem, Nazareth, and Jerufalem the capital, which was
taken, pillaged, burnt, and entircly razed to the ground
by Titus the Roman General, under Domitian, in the
year 70, and is now a very inconfiderable plaee, and
only famous for what it has been ; for there Jefus
Chrilt preached the Chriitian religion, and was cruci-
fied by the Jews upon Mount Calvary. Ephefusis in
the leffer Afia, famous for the temple of Diana, which.
Eroftratus burnt, in order to immortalize his memory.
Near Jerufalem is the lake A/phaltites, or the Dead Sea,
being the place where Sodom and Gomorrah ftood.
In Mefopotamia, between the Euphrates and the Ti-
—— gris, is fuppofedtohavebeen the Garden of Eden.
T'here are now no remains of the tower of Babel, or
the city of Babylon, nor is the place where they ftood
exaltly known. Owls now dwell there, and wild beafts
aud dragons in their pleafant places ( /fai. xiii. 20,%. )
Nineveh too, once the capital of the Aflyrian empire, is
now known only by its ruins. ASIATICK
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ASTATICK ISLES.
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HE Japan I{lands, forn<ng an empire governed by
: a moft dcfpotuk King, lie about 150 miles ealt
of China. The foil and produ&ions of thefe iflands
are much the fame as thofe of China. The Japanele
are the groflett idolators, and irreconcileable to Chritt-
ianity. They are of a ycllow complexion, narrow eyes,
fhort nofes, black hair. A famenefs of drefs prevails
‘through the whole empire, from the Emperor to the

peafant. “The firt compliment offered-to-a—ftranger
~ in their houfes, is a difh of tea, and a pipe of tobacco.
. ®bedience to pareats, and refpc& to fuperiors, charac-

“‘¥érize the nation.  Their peval laws are very fevere, but

“punithment is feldom inflicted. The inhabitants have
~ ade great progrefs in commerce and agriculture.

Formofa is a fine ifland eaft of China, abounding in
all the neceffaries of life.

The Philippines, 1100 in number, lying 200 miles
fouthcaft of China, belonging to Spain, are fruitful in
all the neceflaries of life, and beautiful to the eye.
They are, however, fubje& to earthquakes, thander and
lightning, venomous beafts and noxious herbs, whofe
poifon kills inftantaneoufly. They are fubjet to the
Spanith government. The Sultan of Mindanao is a
Mahometan, :

Borneo, 800 miles long, and 700 broad, is thought
to be the largeft ifland in the world. It lies on the
equator, and is famous for being the native country of
the Ouran Outang, which, of all irrational animals,
refembles a man the molt.

bumatra, weft of Borneo, produces fo much gold,
that it is thought to be the Oplnr mentioned in the
Scriptures.

Ceylon belongs to the Dutch, and is faid to be by
nature the richelt and fineft ifland in the world. The
natives call it, with fome thew of reafon, the terreftrial
paradife. They are a fober, inoffenfive people s+ but
idolators. This ifland is noted for the cinnamon tres,

: ' ATRICA,



