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TARTARY. 30l

»raed by the Aflyrians, Medes, Perfians and Greeks.
Upon the extinétion of thefe empires, the Romans car-
ried their arms even beyond the Ganges, till at length
the Mahometans, or as they are ufually called Saracens,
{pread their devaftations over this continent, deftroy-
ing all its ancient fplendor, and rendering the moft
populous and fertile fpots of Afia, wild and unculti-
vated -deferts.
Among the higheft mountains of Afia are Arrarat,
near the Cafpian fea, on which the ark of Noah refted
_when the waters of the deluge fubfided ; and Horeb
- Afia is bounded north by the Frozen ocean ; weft,
by Europe and the Mediterranean and Red feas ; fouth,
by the Indian ocean ; eaft, by the Pacifick ocean ; and
is reckoned to be 4800 miles in length, and 4300 in
breadth ; comprehending, befides iflands,

Chicef Teawns. Jque miles.

The Empire of China, Pekin, 1,105,000
. A ., Toboliki,

The feveral nations of Tartary, Tibet 3,479,000

y

Perfia, Ifpahan, 800,000

India, or the Mogui empire, B)elh}, 1,367,500

Turkey, in Afia erufalem

Arabia,, ’ Mecca, ’ } 1,112,5C0

—_—

T ARTARY.

OUNDED north, by the Frozen ocean ; eaft, by
the Pacifick ; fouth, by China, India, Perfia, and
the Cafpian fea ; weft, by Ruffia ; 3000 miles long,
22350 broad. Y
The northern parts are exceffively cold and barren,
"+ but the fouthern more temperate and fertile. The
country abounds with unwholefome lakes and marthes,
mountains and fandy deferts. Their commodities are
chiefly fkins of foxes, fables, ermine, lynxcs and other
furs ; alfo, flax, mufk, rhubarb and cinnamon.
The Tartars are chiefly Pagans, Mahometans or
Chriftians ; the firft are moft numerous.
- Bb. : L Mufcorite



