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P E R S 1 A.

‘OUNDED north, by the Czfpian fea; ealt, by
India ; fouth, by the Perfian gulf and Indian
ocean ; weft, by Afiatick Turkey. Its length 1450
wmiles ; its breadth 1250. :
The chief city and refidence of the fovereign is 1f-
pahan, a fine fpacious town.
The north and eaft parts of Perfia are mountainous

defart ; thofe on the fouth and weft are very fertile.
‘The air in the fouth is extremely hot in {ummer, and
very unwholefome. There 'is fcarcely any country
that has more mountains and fewer rivers. The pro-
du&ions of Perfia are fimilar to_thofe of India.

The Perfians are a brave, polite and ingenious peo-
ple ; honeft in their dealings, and civil to ftrangers.
Their great foible feems to be oftentation in their
equipages. '

The Perfians in general are firi@ followers of Ma-
homet’s doGrine, but differ confiderably from the Turks.
There are many Chriftians in Perfia, and a fe& who
wortfhip fire, the followers of Zoroafter. :

Perfia is governed by an atfolute monarch, ‘called
Shah or King, and frequently Sophi. The crown is
hereditary, but females are excluded. - :

The Perfian empire was founded by Cyrus, after his
conqueft of Media, 536 years before Chrift. It con-
tinued till it-was overthrown by Alexander the Great,
331 years before Chrit. A new empire, fiyled the
Parthian, was formed by the Perfians under Arbaces,
250 years before Chritt ; but in A.D, 229, Artaxerxes
reftored it to its ancient title ; and in 651, the Sara-
cens put an end to that empire. From this time Per-
fia was a prey to the Tartars, and a province of In-
doftan, till Thomas Kouli Khan once more raifed it to
a powerful kingdom. "He was affaffinated in 1747.
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