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YD OUNDED north, by Turkey; eall, by the gulfs

of Perfia and Ormus ; fouth, by the firaits of
Babelmaandel and the Indian ocean.; welt, by the Red
fea. Leungth 1300, breadth 1200.

In_that part of Arabia called the Holy Land, the
inhabitants enjoy a pure and healthful air, and a fer-
tile foil. The middle, called Arabia Deferta, is over-
read with barren mountains, rocks and fandy deferts.
But the fouthern parts, defervedly appys
although the air is hot and unwholefome, is blefled
with an excellent, aud very fertile foil, producing
balm of Gilead, manna, myrrh, caffia, aloes, frankin-
cenfe, {pikenard and other valuable gums ; cinsamon,
“pepper, oranges, lemons, &c. The Arabians, like
moft of the Afiaticks, are of a middling ftature, thin,
and of a {warthy complexion, with black hair and
black eyes. They are much addicted to thieving. In
1750, a body of 50,000 Arabians attacked a caravan
of merchants and pilgrims, returning from Mecca,
killed 60,000 peifons, and plundered them of cvery
thing valuable, though efcorted by a Turkifh army.
The Avabians in general are Mahometans, though
there are fome Pagans. They have many Princes,
fome tributary to the Turks, others independent. The
Arabs are defcended from Ifhmael, of whofe pofterity
it was foretold, that they thould be invincible, and Aawe
their hands againfl every man,and every man’s bands again/?
them. The famous impoftor Mahomet was born at
Mecca in the 6th century. He fled to Medina A. D.
622. This iscalled the Hegira or Flight, from whence
the Mahometans compute their time. He died 629,
having propagated his do&rincs through Arabia, Syria,
Egypt and Perfia, leaving two branches of his race,
both efteemed divine by their fubjeéts.
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