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TURKEY 15 Asra.

e — : '
OUNDED north, by the Black Sea and Circaf-
fia ; calt, by Perfia; fouth, by Arabia and the
Levant fea ; weft, by the Archipelago, the Hellefpont
and Propontis. Length 1000 miles, breadth 8oo.
The air is naturally delightful, ferene and falubrious,
yet the inhabitants are frequently vifited with the
plague. The foil is caleulated to preduce all the ne-
ceflaries, agreeables, and even luxuries of life. The
"Grand Seignior is abfolute fovercign of the Turkith

empire, who appoints Bathaws or Beglerbegs to gov-
ern the feveral provinces. Mahometanifm is the eftab-
lithed religion of the Turkifh dominions. The Turks, .
when young, are well made and robuft. Their eyes
and hair arc black. The women look old at 30.—
Turkey in Afia contains many large provinces, par-
ticularly Syria, Judea, or Paleftine, Phcenicia, &é..
which are fuhje& to the Turks. In Palefine, or the
Holy Land, and the countries adjacent, were Babylon,
Damafcus, Nineveh, Tyre, Sidon, Samaria, Bethle-
bem, Nazareth, and Jerufalem the capital, which was
taken, pillaged, burnt, and entircly razed to the ground
by Titus the Roman General, under Domitian, in the
year 70, and is now a very inconfiderable plaee, and
only famous for what it has been ; for there Jefus
Chrilt preached the Chriitian religion, and was cruci-
fied by the Jews upon Mount Calvary. Ephefusis in
the leffer Afia, famous for the temple of Diana, which.
Eroftratus burnt, in order to immortalize his memory.
Near Jerufalem is the lake A/phaltites, or the Dead Sea,
being the place where Sodom and Gomorrah ftood.
In Mefopotamia, between the Euphrates and the Ti-
—— gris, is fuppofedtohavebeen the Garden of Eden.
T'here are now no remains of the tower of Babel, or
the city of Babylon, nor is the place where they ftood
exaltly known. Owls now dwell there, and wild beafts
aud dragons in their pleafant places ( /fai. xiii. 20,%. )
Nineveh too, once the capital of the Aflyrian empire, is
now known only by its ruins. ASIATICK



