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ASTATICK ISLES.
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HE Japan I{lands, forn<ng an empire governed by
: a moft dcfpotuk King, lie about 150 miles ealt
of China. The foil and produ&ions of thefe iflands
are much the fame as thofe of China. The Japanele
are the groflett idolators, and irreconcileable to Chritt-
ianity. They are of a ycllow complexion, narrow eyes,
fhort nofes, black hair. A famenefs of drefs prevails
‘through the whole empire, from the Emperor to the

peafant. “The firt compliment offered-to-a—ftranger
~ in their houfes, is a difh of tea, and a pipe of tobacco.
. ®bedience to pareats, and refpc& to fuperiors, charac-

“‘¥érize the nation.  Their peval laws are very fevere, but

“punithment is feldom inflicted. The inhabitants have
~ ade great progrefs in commerce and agriculture.

Formofa is a fine ifland eaft of China, abounding in
all the neceffaries of life.

The Philippines, 1100 in number, lying 200 miles
fouthcaft of China, belonging to Spain, are fruitful in
all the neceflaries of life, and beautiful to the eye.
They are, however, fubje& to earthquakes, thander and
lightning, venomous beafts and noxious herbs, whofe
poifon kills inftantaneoufly. They are fubjet to the
Spanith government. The Sultan of Mindanao is a
Mahometan, :

Borneo, 800 miles long, and 700 broad, is thought
to be the largeft ifland in the world. It lies on the
equator, and is famous for being the native country of
the Ouran Outang, which, of all irrational animals,
refembles a man the molt.

bumatra, weft of Borneo, produces fo much gold,
that it is thought to be the Oplnr mentioned in the
Scriptures.

Ceylon belongs to the Dutch, and is faid to be by
nature the richelt and fineft ifland in the world. The
natives call it, with fome thew of reafon, the terreftrial
paradife. They are a fober, inoffenfive people s+ but
idolators. This ifland is noted for the cinnamon tres,
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