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314 AFRICAN ISLANDS.

extent of 3600 miles from north to fouth, and zooo
from caft to wed. The air of this country is generally
exceflively hot, and thefoil barren,though on the banks
of the rivers it is fcrtile, and produces rice, citrons,
lemons, fugar-canes, &c. The Ethiopians are an ig-
~ porant, uncivilized, (uperflitious people. Their go-
vernment is abfolute, lodged in the hands of a great
number of Princes, the fmall ones are tributary 1o the

greater.  The Mahomctan and Pagan religions prevail
in Ethiopia. : )

AFRICAN ISLANDS.

T the mouth of the Red fea, is the ifland that
failors now call Socrata, famous for its aloes,
which are efteemed the beflt in the world.
Sailing down, fouthward, we come to the ifland Ma-
dagafcar, or Lawrence, abounding in cattle and corn, -
.. and moflt of the neceffaries of life, but no fufficient mer-
chandize to induce Europeans to fettle colonies ; it has
feveral petty favage Kings of its own, both Arabs and
Negroes, who making war on each other, fell their
“prifoners for flaves to the fhipping which call here,
taking cloths, utenfils and other neceflaries in return.
Near it are the four Comorra ifles, whofe petty Kings .
are tributary to the Portuguefe ; and near thefe lies
the French ifland Bourbon ; and a little bigher Mau- -
rice, fo called by the Dutch, who firft touched here in
1598. It is now in pofleflion of the French. :
Quitting the caftern world and the Indies, and pafl-
ing round the Cape of Goed Hope, into the wide At-
lantick ocean, the firft illand is the {mall but pleafant
St. Helena, at which place all the Englifh Eaf-India
fhiips flop to get water and frefh provifions in their way.
home. Near thisare the Guinea iflands, St. Matthew,
St. Thomas and others, not far from the coaft under
the Equino&ial line, belonging to the Portuguefe. -
Thefe were fo named by the failors, who firk found
them on St. Helen’s, St. Thomas’s and St. Matthew’s
feltivals. : ‘Thenee



