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REPORT or tue SECRETARY or STATE.

HE Secretary of State, to whom was referred by the Houfe of Reprefen-

tatives, the reprefentation from the General Court of the Commonwealth

of Maffachufetts, on the fubje@s of the Cod and Whale Fifheries, together with

the feveral papers accompanying it, has had the fame under confideration,
and thereupon makes the following—

REPORT.

THE reprefentation fets forth that, before the late war, about four thoufand
feamen, and twenty-four thoufand tons-of fhipping were annually employed,
from that State, in the whale fithery, the produce whereof was about threé
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds lawful money a year.

That, previous to the fame period, the cod fithery of that State, employed
four thoufand men, and twenty-eight thoufand tons of fhipping, and produced
about two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds a year.

That thefe branches of bufinefs,.annihilated during the war, have been, in
fome. degree, recovered fince : but thatthey<abour under many and heavy
embarrafiments, which, if not removed, or leflened; will render the fitheries
every year lefs extenfive and impartant., , . ‘

That thele embarrafiments are,, heavy duties oft their produce abroad, and
bounties on that of their competitors : and ‘thaties at’home on feveral articles,
particularly ufed in the ﬁfhcries\ﬁ( B - o

And itafks that the duties be takenoff ; that botinities be given to the fither-
men ; and the national influence be ufed abroad for obtaining better markets
for their produce.

The cod and whale fitheries, carried on by different perfons, from different
ports, in different veflels, in different feas, and feeking different markets, agree
in one circumftance, in being as unprofitable to the adventurer, as important
to the public. A fuccin& view of their rife, progrefs, and prefent ftate, with diffe<
rent nations, may enable us to note the circumitances which have attended their
profperity, and their decline, to judge of the embarraffments, which are faid
to opprefs ours; to fee whether they depend on our own will, and may, there-
fore, be remedied immediately by ourfelves, or, whether, depending on the
will of others, they are without the reach of remedy, from us, either directly or
indirectly.

Their hiftory, being as unconnected as their pra&tice, they thall be feparate-
ly confidered. ‘

Within twenty years after the fuppofed difcovery of Newfoundland, by the Ca«
bots, we find that the abundance of fith on its banks, had already drawn the at-
tention of the people of Europe. For, as early as 1517, or 1519, we are told of
fifty thips being feen there at one time, The firft adventurers in that fithery, were
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the Bilcayans of Spain, the Bafquesand Bas-Bretons of France, all united
anciently in language, and ftill in habits and in extreme poverty. Thelaft cir-
cumftance enabled them long toretain a confiderable fhare of the fithery. In
1577, the French had one hundred and fifty veffels there; the Spaniards had
ftill one hundred ; and the Portaguefe fifty, when the Englifh had onlyfifreen.
The Spaniards and Portuguefe feem, at length, to have retired filently, the
French and Englith claiming the fithery exclufively, as an appurtenance to their
adjacent colonies, and the profits being too fmall for nations furcharged with
the precious metals proceeding from their mines.

Without materials to trace the intermediate progrefs, we only know that fo
late as 1744, the French employed there five hundred and fixty-four fhips, and
twenty feven thoufand five hundred feamen, and took one million two hundred
and forty-fix thoufand kemtals of fith, which was three times the extent to which
England and her colonies together carried this fithery at that time.

The Englith, in the beginning of the feventeenth centutry, had employed,
generally, about one hundred and fifty veffels in the Newfoundland fithery.
About 1670, we find them reduced to eighty, and one hundred, the inhabi.
tants of New-England beginning now to fupplant them. A little before this,
the Britith parliament, perceiving that their citizens were unable to fubfift on
the fcanty profits which fufficed for their poorer competitors, endeavoured to
give them fome advantage by prohibiting the importation of foreign fith : and,
at the clofe of the century, they formed fome regulations for their government
and prote@ion : and remitted to them fome duties. A fuccefsful war enabled
themin 1713 to force from the French, 4 ceflion of the ifland of Newfsuhd-
land. Under thefe encouragements, the Englithand American fifheries began
to thrive. In 1731, we find the Englifh take two hundred thoufand kentals
of fith, and the Americans two hundred and thirty thoufand, befides the re-
fufe filh not fit for Eutopean markets. They continwe to gain ground,
and the French to lofe it, ihfomuch, that about 1754, they are faid to-have been
on a par : and, in 1768, the French have ohly two hundred and fifty-nine vef-
fels of twenty-four thoufand four hundred and twenty tons, nine thoufand. fe-
ven hundred and twenty-two feamen, taking two hundred thoufand kentals,
while America alone, for fome three or four years before that, and fo on to the
commencement of the late war, employed fix hundred and fixty-five veflels,
of twenty-five thouland fix hundred and fifty tons, and four thoufand four
hundred and five feamsie, and took from threé hundred and ﬁﬂy thoufand, to
upwards of four hundred thoufand kentals of fith, and England a ftifl grearef
quantity, five hundred and twenty-fx thoufand kentals, asis faid.

Spain had formally relinquithed her pretenfions to a pardeipation in thefe
fitheries, at the clofe of the preceding wat * ahd, at the énd of this, the adjacent
continent and iflands, being divided betweeti the Utited States, the Englith and
French (for the laft retained two fmall iflatids merely for this object} the right
of fithing was appropriated to thém alfo.

France; fenfible of the heceflity of balancing the power of £ngland on the
watef, and therefore, of improving evety refource for raifing feamen, and fee-
ing that her fithermen could not maintain their competition without {fome pub-
lic patronage,-adopted the experiment of bounties on_her own fith, and duties
on that of Toreign nations broght inito hér markets. But torwithftanditip this,
her fitheries dwindle, from a change taken place, infenfibly, in the chara&er of
her navigation, whicixs froii Belng the moft econoniical, is now becotie the
moft expenfive. In 1786, fhe ls faid to have employed but feven thoufand
tienin this fithery, anid to have takeh four hundred 4nd twenty-fix thoufand
kentals 5 and in 148%; but Ax thoufabd men, and one Hundted und twénty-
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eight thoufand kentals. Shefeems not yet fenfible thut the unthtiftinefs of her
fitheries proceeds from the want of economy, and not the want of markets 5 and
that the encouragement of our fifhery abridges that of a rival natien, whole
power on the ocean has long threatened the lofs of all balance on that ele-
ment. i

The plan of the Englith government, fince the peace, has been to prohibit
all foreign fith in their markets, and they have given from eighteen teo fifty
pounds fterling, on every fithing veflel complying with certain conditions. This
policy is faid to have been fo far fuccelsful as to haveraifed the number of fea-
men employed in that bufinefs in 1786, to fourteen thotifand, and the quantity
of fifh taken, to feven hundred and thirty-two thoufand kentals: The table
No. 1, hereto annexed, will prefent to the eye, this hiftory more in detail,

The fitheries of the United States, annihilated during the war ; their véflels;
utenfils, and fithermen deftroyed ; their markets in the Meditetrati¢ari arid Bri-
tith- America loft, and their produce dutied in thofe of France, their campetitors
enabled by bounties to meet and under fell them at the few markets remaining
open, without any public aid, and indeed, paying aids to the public : fuch
were the hopelefs aufpices, under which this important bufinefls was to bé re-
fumed. Yetit was refumed, and, aided by the mere force of natural advanta-
ges, they employed, during. the years 1786, ~=8,~=9, on an average, five
hundred thirty-nine veflels, of nineteen thoufand one hundred eighty-five tdns,
three thoufand two hundred eighty-feven feamen, and took two hundred fifty
thoufand fix hundred fifty kentals of fith: (fee No. 2) and an official paper
(No. 3) fhews that, in the laft of thofe years, our exportation amounted to three
hundred feventy-five thoufand and twenty kentals, and thirty thoufanid four
hundred fixty-one barrels, deduttion made of three thoufand feven hundred oné
kentals, and fix thoufand three hundred forty-three barrels of foreign fifh re:
ceived and re-exporteds (See No. 4.) Still, however, the calctlations in
(No. 5) which accompany the reprefentation, fhew, that the profits of the fales
in the years 1787,—8, were too fmall to afford a living to the fifhermun; dnd
on thofe of 1789, there was fuch a lofs as to withdraw thirty-three véflels, of
the town of Marblehead, slone, from the furthef purfuit of this bufinefs : And
the apprehenfion is, that, without fome public aid, thofe ftill remainifg will
continue to withdraw, and this whole commerce be engroffed by a fingle na-
tion.

This rapid view of the cod-fithery, enables us to diftern undar what policy
it has flourifhed ot declined irt the hands of other nations, and to mark the fac,
that it is too poor a bufinefs to be left to itfelf, even with the nation the moft
advantageoufly fituated.

It will now be proper to count the advantages which aid, and the difadvan-
tages which oppofe us in this conteft.

Our advantages are——
1. The neighbourhoad of the great fitheries, which permits our fifthermen to
bring home their fith to be falted by their wives and children.

2. The fhore fifheries, fo nedr at hand as to enable the veffels to run into
port in a ftorm, and fo leflen the rifk, for which diftant nations muit pay in-
furance.

3. The winter fifheries, which, like houfhold manufatures, employ por-
tions of time which would otherwife be ufeles.

4+ The fmallnefs of the véffels; whick the fhortnefs of the voyage enables us
to employ, and which, confequently, require but a fmall capital.

B
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5. The cneapnefs of our veflels, which do not coft above the half of the Bal-
tic fir veflels, computing priceand duration.

6. Their excellence as fea boats, which decreafes the rifk, and quickens the
returns.

7. The fuperiority of our mariners in fkill, a&ivity, enterprize, {obriety
and order.

8. The cheapnefs of provifions.

9. The cheapnefs of cafks, which, of itfelf, is faid to be equal to an extra
profit of fifteen per cent.

Thefe advantages are of fuch force, that, while experience has proved that
no other nation can make a mercantile profit on the Newfoundland fithery, nor

can fupport it without national aid, we can make a living profit, if vent for cur

fith can be procured. i

Of the difadvantages oppofed to us, thofe which depend on ourfelves, are—
Tonnage, and naval duties on the veflels employed in the fithery.

Impolt duties on falt, on tea, rum, fugar, molafles, howlts, lines 9 Ufed in the
and leads, duck, cordage and cables, iron, hemp and twine. fithery.

Coarfe woollens worn by the fifhermen ; and the poll-tax levied by the State
on their perfons. The ftatement, No. 6, fhews the amount of thefe, exclufive
of the State tax, and drawback on the filh exported, to be 5.25 dollars per
man, or 57. 75 dollars per veflel of fixty-five tons. When a bufinefs is fo nearly
in equilibrio, that one can hardly difcern whether the profit be fufficient to con-
tinue it, or not, {maller fums than thefe fuffice to turn the {cale againft it. To
thefe difadvantages, add ineffetual duties on the importation of foreign fith.
In juftification of thefe laft, it is urged that the foreign fifh received, is in ex-
change for the produce of agriculture. To which it may be anfwered, that
the thing given, is more merchantable than that received in exchange, and that
agriculture has too many markets to be allowed to take away thofe of the fith-
eries. It will reft, therefore, with the wifdom of the legiflature, to decide
whether prohibition fhould not be oppofed to prohibition, and high duty to
high duty, on the fifh of other nations: Whether any, and which of the naval
and other duties, may be remitted, or an equivalent given to the fitherman in
the form of a drawback or bounty; and whether the lofs of markets abroad
may not, in fome degree; be compenfated by creating markets at home ; to
which might contribute the conftituting fith a part of the military ration, in
ftations, not too diftant from navigation, a part of the neceflary fea {tores of vef-
fels, and the encouraging private individuals to let the fifherman fhare with
the cultivator, in furnithing the fupplies of the table. A habit introduced from
motives of patriotifm, would foon be followed, from motives of tafte: And
who will undertaketo fix limits to this demand,if it can be once excited, with a
nation which doubles, and will long continue to double at very fhort periods?

Of the difadvantages, which depend on others, are—

1. The lofs of the Mediterranean markets.

2. Exclufions from the markets of fome of our neighbours.
3. High duties in thofe of others, and—

4. Bounties to the individuals in competition with us.

The confideration of thefe will find its place more aptly, after a review of

the condition of our whale fithery, fhall have led us to the fame point. Ta
this branch of the {ubject, therefore, we will now proceed.
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The whale fiithery was firft brought .into notice of the fouthern nations of
Europe, in the fifteenith century, by the fame Bifcayans and Bafques, who led
the way to the filhery of Newfoundland.. They began it on their own coalts,
but foon found that the principal refidence of the whale, was in the northern
feas, into which, therefore, they purfued him. In 1578, they employed twen-
ty-five thips in that bufinefs ; the Dutch and Hamburghers took it up. after.
this, and about the middlé of the feventeenth century, the former employed
about two hundred fhips, and the latter three hundred and fifty.

The Englith endeavoured alfo to participate of it. In 1672, || they offered to’
their own. fithermen a bounty of fix fhillings a ton, on the oil they thould bring
home, and inftituted at different times, different exclufive companies,. all of
which failed of fuccefs. They raifed their bounty in 1733 §, to tweny fhillings
a ton on the admeafurement of the veflel. In 1740, to thirty fhillings, with
a privilege to the fitherman againft being imprefled. The Bafque-fithery, fup-
ported by poverty alone, had maintained but a feeble -exiftence, before compe-
titors, aided by the bounties of their nation, and was, in fine, annihilated by the
war of 1745, at the clofe of which, the Englith bounty was raifed to forty thil-
lings. From this epoch, their whale fithery went on between the limits of
twenty-‘ei"gh’t‘ and fixty-feven veflels, till the commencement of the laft war.

The Dutch in the mean time, had declined gradually to about one hundred
and thirty fhips, and have fince that fallen down to lefs than half that number :
fo that their fifhery, notwithftanding a bounty of thirty florins a man, as well
as that of Hamburgh, is now nearly out of competition.

In 1 ZI 5,'the Americans began their whalé fithery. They were led to it at
firft by the whales which prefented- themfelves on their coafts. They attacked
them there in fmall veffels- of forty tons. Asthe whale, being infefted, retired
from the coaft, they followed him farther and farther into the ocean, ftill en-
larging their veflels, with their adventures, to fixty, one hundred, and two hun-
dred tons.” Having extended their purfuit to the Weftern Iflands, they fell in,
accidently, with the fpermaceeti whale, ofa different fpecies from that of Green-
land, which alone had been hitherto known in commerce ; more fierce and
adtive, and whofe oil and head-matter was found to be more valuable, as it
might be ufed in the interior of houfes without offending the [mell. The dif-
tinction now firft arofe between the northern and fouthern fifheries ; the object
of the former being the Greenland whale, which frequents the northern coafts
and feas of Europe and America, that of the latter being the fpermacati whale,
which was found in the fouthern feas, from the Weftern Iflands and coaft of
Africa to that of Brazil, and ftillon to the Falkland Iflands. Here again,
within foundings, on ‘the coaft of Brazil, they found a third fpecies of whale,
which they called the black, or Brazil whale, {maller than the Greenland, yield-
ing a {till lefs valuable oil, fit only for fumimer ufe, as it becomes opaque at fif-
ty degrees of Farenheit’s thermometer, while that of the {permaceti whale is
limped to forty-one, and of the Greenland whale to thirty-fix, of the fame ther-
mometer. Itisonly worth taking therefore, when it falls in the way of the
fithermen, but not worth feeking, except when they have failed of fuccefs
againft the fpermaceti whale, in which cafe this kind, eafily found and taken,
ferves to moderate their lofs.

In 1771, the Americans had one hundred and eighty-three veflels, of thir-
teen thoufand eight hundred and twenty tons, in the northern fithery, and one
hundred and twenty-one veflels, of fourteen thoufand and twenty tons, in the

|| 25. Car, II, c. 7. § 6. G. IL. c. 33.
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fouthern, navigated by four thoufand and fifty-nine'men. * At the beginfing of
the late war, they had one hundred and feventy-feven veffels in the northern,
and one hundred and thirty-two in the fouthern fithery.

At that period, our fifhery being fulpended, the Englifh feized the opportu-
nity of puthing theirs. They gave additional bounties of five hundred, four
hundred, three hundred, two hundred, one hundred pounds fterling, annually,
to the five’ thips, which fhould take the greateft quantities of oil. The effeft of
which was fuch, as, by the year 1786, to double the quantity of common oil
neceflary for their own confumption. Finding, on a review of the fubjedt, at
that time, that their bounties had colt the government thirteen pounds ten
thillings fterling 2 man annually, or fixty per cent. on the cargoes, a part of
which went confequently:to eafe the purchafes of this article made by foreign

nations, they reduced the northern bounty from forty to thirty fhillings the ton
of admealurement. ’

They had fome little time before turned their attention to the fouthern fith-
ery, had given very great bounties in it,  and had invited the fithermen of the
United States, to conduct their enterprizes. Under their guidance, and with
fuch encouragement, this fithery, which had only begun with them in'1784 or
1785, was rifing into value. In 1788, they increafed * their bounties, and
thetemptations to our fithermen, under the generaldefcription of foréigners who
had been employed in the whale-fifbery, to Pafs over with their families and veflels
to the Britith dominions either in America or Europe, but preferably to'the lat-
ter. 'The effett of thefe meafures had been prepared by our whale oils’becom-
ing fubje&, in their market, to the foreign duty of eighteen pounds five fhil-
lings fterling the ton, which, being more than equal to the price of the com-
mon oil, operated as a prohibition on that, and gave to their own fpermacsti
oil a preferance over ours to that amount. The particulars of this hiftory are
prefented to the eye, more in detail, in the table No. 7.

The fithermen of the United States, left without refource by the lofs of their
market, began to think of accepting the Britith invitation, and of removing—
fome to Nova-Scotia, preferring fmaller advantages in the neighbourhood of
their ancient country and friends, others to Great-Britain, poftponing country
and friends to high premiums.

The government of' France could nat be inattentive to thefe proceedings.
They faw the danger of letting four or five thoufand feamen, of the beft in the
world, be transferred to the marine ftrength of another nation, and carry over
with them an art, which they poffeffed almoft exclufively. To give time fora
counter plan, the Marquis de la Fayette, the valuable friend and citizen of this,
as well as that country, wrote to a gentleman in Bofton to diffuade the fither-
men from accepting the Britith propofals, and to affure them that their friends
in France would endeavour to do fomething for them. A veflel was then ar-
rived from Halifax, at Nantucker, to take off thofe who had propefed to re-
move. Two families had gone aboard, and others were going. In this mo-
ment, the letter arriving, fufpended their defigns. Not another went aboard,
and the veffel returned to Halifax with only the two families.

The plan adopted by the French miniftry, very different from that of the firft
mover, was to give a counter jnvitation tq the Nantucket men to remove and
fettle ih Dunkirk, offering them a bounty of fifty livres (between nine and ten
dollars) a tonoen the admeafurement of the veflels they fhould equip for the
whale fithery, with fome other advantages. Nine families only, of thirty-three

+ 26 G.-IIL c. so. * 28 G, FH. e, s20.
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perfons, accepted: this invitation. This was in 1785 " In’1986, the miniftry
were led to fee, that their invitation would produce but little: céfeﬁ,_ and that
the true means of preventing the emigration of our fithermen to - the Britifh do-
minions, would be to enable them ftill to follow their calling from.theit native
country, by giving them a newmarket for. their oils,inftead of the old one they
had loft. 'The duties were, therefore, abated on American whalg oil jmmedi-
ately, and a further abatement promifed by the letter, No. 8, and in Decem-
ber, 1787, the arret, No. g, was pafled. :

The rival fithermen immediately endeavoured to turn- this meafure to their-
own advantage, by pouring their whale oils into the markets of France; where:
they were enabled, by the great premiurhs received from their government,
perhaps too by extraordinary indemnifications, to undérfelf both the French and
American fithermen. 7To repel this meafure, France fhut her-ports to all fo--
reign fith oils whatever, by the arret N6, 1o. The Britifh whalefithery fell, in

' confequence; the enfuing year, frém:two-hundred and twenty-two to ane hun-
dred and feventy:eight fhips. But this general exclufion had: palfied our fithe-
ry.alfo. On the feventh of December, 1788, therefore, by the arret”No. -11,
the ports of France, {till rémaining fHut to all other nations, were again opened’
to the produce of the whale fitheries of the United States ; continuing, however,-
their erideavours to recaver.a fhare-in'this fithery themfelves, by the aid of our;
filhermen. In 1784,—5,—6, they had had four thips;-in 1787, three; in,
1788, feventeen in the two fifheries, of four thoufand five hundred ton. Thefe
coft them in bounty, two hundred and twenty-five thoufand livres, which di-.
vided on one thoufand five hundred and fifty tons of: oil, the quantity they
took, amounted to one hundred and forty-five livres (near twenty-feven dol-
lars) the ton ; and on about one hundred natives on board the feventeen
thips, (for there were one hundred and fifty Americans engaged by the voy-
age) came to two thoufand two hundred and fifty livres, or about four hundred
and fixteen dollars and two-thirds a man. o

W¢é have had during the years 1787, 1788, 1789, on an average, ninety-one
veflels, of five thoufand eight hundred and twenty tons, in the northern, and
thirty-one, of four thoufand three hundred and ninety  tons,. in the fouthern
fithery. See No. 12.

Thefe details will enable Congrefs to fee with what a competition we have
to ftruggle for the continuance of this fithery, not to fay it’s increafe. Againft
prohibitary duties in one country, and bounties to the adventurers in ‘hoth of
thofe which are contending with each other for the fame objet; ours have no
auxiliaries but poverty and rigorous economy. The bufinefs, unaided, is a
wretched one. The Dutch have peculiar advantages for the northern fithery,
as being within fix or eight days fail of the grounds, as navigating with more
economy than any other nation in Europe, their feamen content with lower
wages, -and their merchants with lower profits. Yet the memorial No. 13,
from a committee of the whale merchants to the Statés General of Holland in
the year 1773, ftates that fourteen millions of guilders, equal to five millions fix
hundred thoufand dollars, had been loft in that fithery in forty-feven years, being
about one hundred and twenty thoufand dollars a year. The States General
thereupon gave a bounty of thirty guilders aman to the fithermen. A perfon
intimately acquainted with the Britith whale fithery, and whofe information
merits confidence, has given aflurance that the fhips employed in their northern
fithery in 1788, funk eight hundred pounds each on an average, more than
the amount of the produce and bounties. An Englifth fhip of three hundred
tons and forty-two feamen in this fithery generally brings home, after a four
months voyage, twenty-five ton of oil, worth four hundred and thirty-feven
pounds ten fhillings fterling ; but the wages of the officers and feamen will be

C
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four hundred pounds, thete remain bat thirty-feven pounds ten fhilings, not-
worth taking into account towards the outfit and merchants profit. Thefe then
muft be paid by the government ; and it is on this idea that the Britith bounty
is calculated. :

"Our veflels for the northern fithery average fixty-four tons, and coft when
built, fitted out, and viGtualled for their firft voyage, about three thoufand
dollars. ‘They have taken on an average the three laft years, according to the
ftatement No. 12, eighteen tons of oil, worth, at our market, nine hundred
dollats, which are to pay all expences, and fubfift the fifherman and merchant.
Our veflels for the fouthern filhery average one hundred and forty tons, and
coft, when built, fitted out, and viGualled, for their firft voyage, about fix
thoufand five hundred dolfars. They have taken on an average the three laft
years, according to the fame ftatement, thirty-two tons of oil, each worth at
our market three thoufand two hundred dollars, which-are, in like manner,
to pay all expences and fubfift the owners and navigators. Thefe expences are
great, ay the voyages are generally of twelve months duration. No hope can
arife of their condition being bettered by an augmentation of the price. of oil.
This is kept down by the competition of the vegetable oils, which anfwer the
fame purpofes, not quite fo well, but well enough to become preferable, were
the price to be raifed, and fo well indeed as to be more generally ufed than the
fith oils for lighting houfes and cities.

The American whale fithery is principally followed by the inhabitants of the
ifland of Nantucket, a fand bar of about fifteen miles Jong and three broad,
capable of maintaining by its agriculture about twenty families : but it employ-
€d in thefe fitheries before the war, between five and fix thoufand men and
boys; andin the anly harbour it pofleffés, it had one hundred and forty vef-
fels, one hundred and thirtfz-two of which were of the larger kind, as being

“etnployed in thefouthern fithery. In agriculture then, they have no refource,
and, if that of their fithery cannet be purfued from their own habitations, it is
hatural they fhould feek othets from which it can be followed, and pre-
ferably thole where they will find a famenefs of language, religion, laws, ha-
bits, and kindred. A foreign emiffary has lately been among them, for the
purpole-of renewing the invitations to a change of fituation. But attached to
their native country, they prefer-continuing in it, if their continuance there can
be made fupportable.

This brings us to the queftion, what zelief does the condition of this fithery
require ?

. A remiffion.of duties on' the articles ufed for their calling.

2d. A retaliating duty on foreign oils, coming te feck a competition with
them in or from our ports.

3d. Freemarkets abroad.

1ft. The remiffion of duties will frand on nearly the fame ground with that
to the cod fithermen.

2d. The only nation whofe oil is brought hither for competitien with our
-own, makes ours pay a duty.of about eighty-two dollars the ton, in their ports.
Theirs is brought here too, to be re-fhipped fraudulently under our flag into
ports where it-could not be received under theirs, and ought not to be covered
by ours, if we meanto preferve our own admiffion into them. The

3d, And principal object, is to find markets for the vent of cil.

Portugal, England, Holland, Sweden, Denmark, Pruflia, Ruffia, the Hanfe
towns, {upply themfelves and fomething mere. Spain and ltaly receive fup-
plies from England, and nced the lefs as their fkies are clearer. France is the
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only country which can take our furplus, and they take principally of the com-
mon oil ; as the habit is but commencing with them of afcribing ‘a juft value
to that of the fpermaczati whale. Some of this, however, finds its- vent there.
There was, indeed, a particular intereft perpetually foliciting the exclufion of
our oils from their markets. The late government there faw well, that what
we fhould lofe thereby, would be gained by others, not by themfelves. And
we are to hope that the prefent government, as wife and friendly, will alfo
view us, not as rivals, but as co-operators againft a common rival. Friendly
arrangements with them, and accommodation to mutual intereft, rendered
eafier by friendly difpofitions exifting on both fides, may long fecure.to us this
important refource for our feamen. Nor is it the intereft of the fitherman
alone, which «calls for the cultivation of friendly arrangements with that na-
tion. -Befides five-eighths of our whale oil, and two-thirds of our falted fifh,
they take from us one-fourth of our tobacco, three-fourthsof our live ftock

' (No. 14.) a confiderable and growing portion of our rice, great fupplies oc-
cafionally of other grain; in 1789, which, indeed, was extraordinary, four
millions of bufhels of wheat,and upwards of 4 million of bufhels of rye and bar-
ley (No.135.) and nearly the whole carried in our own veffels (No. 16.) They
are a free market now, and will in time be a valuable one for our fhips and fhip-
timber, potafh and peltry.

England is the market for the greater part of our fpermaczti oil. Theyim-
pofe onall our oils, a duty of eighteen pounds five fhillings fterling the ton,
which, asto the common kind, is a prohibition, as has been before obferved,
and as to that of the fpermaczti, gives a preference of theirs over ours to that
amount, fo as to leavein the end, but a fcanty benefit to the fitherman ; and
not long fince, by a change of conftrution, without any change of the law, it
was made to exclude our oils from " their ports, when carried in our own vef-
fels. On fome change of circumitance, it was conftrued back again to the
reception of our oils, on paying always, however the fame duty of eighteen
pounds five fhillings. This ferves to fhew that the tenure by which we hold
the admiffion of this commodity in their markets, is as precarious as it is hard.
Nor can it be announced,that thereis any difpofition on their part, to arrange
this or any other commercial matter, to mutual convenience. The exparte
regulations which they have begun for mounting their navigation on the ruins
of ours, can only be oppofed by counter regulations on our part. And the
lofs of feamen, the natural confequence of loft and obftru¢ted markets for our
filh and oil, calls in the firft place, for ferious and timely attention. It will be
too late when the feaman fhall have changed his vocation, or gone over to ano-
ther intereft. If we cannot recover and fecure for hiim thefe important branches
of employment, it behoves us to replace them by others equivalent. We
have three nurferies for forming feamen ;

1. Qur coafting trade, already on a fafe footing.

2. Ourfitheries, whichin fpite of natural advantages, give juft caufe ofanxiety.

3. Our carrying trade, the only refource of indemntfication for what we lofe
in the other. The produce of the United States, which is carried to foreign
markets, is extremely bulky. That part of it now in the-hands of foreigners,
and which we may refume into our own, without touching the rights of thofe
nations who have met us in fair arrangements by treaty, or the interefts of thofe,
who, by their voluntary regulations, have paid fo juft and liberal a refpect to our
interefts, as being meafured back to them again, places both parties on as good
ground, perhaps, as treaties could place them: the proportion, I{ay, of our
carrying trade, which may be refumed without affecting either of thefe defcrip-
tions of nations, will find conftant employment for ten thoufand feamen, be
worth two millions of dollars annually, will go on augmenting with the popu-
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Iation of the United States, fecure to us a full indemnification for the feamen
we lofe, and be taken wholly from thofe who force us to’ this act of felf-pro-
tetion, -in navigation..

‘Hence too would follow that their Newfoundland fhips, not receiving pro-
vifions from us in their bottoms, nor permitted (by a law of their own) to re-
ceive in ours, muft draw their fubfiftence from Europe, which would encreafe
that part of their expences in the proportion of four to feven, and fo far oper-
ate as a duty towards reftoring the level between them and us. The tables
No. 2,'and 12, will fhew the quantity of tonnage, and confequently the mafs
-of feamen whofe interefts are in diftrefs ; and No. 17, the materials for in-
demnification.

If regulations, exacly the counterpart of thofe eftablithed againft us, would
be ineffetual from a difference of circumftances, other regulations equivalent
can give no reafonable ground of complaint to any nation. Admittlp§ their
zight of keepingtheir markets to themfelves, ours cannot be denied of keep-
ing out carrying trade to ourfelves. And if there be any thing unfriendly in
this, it was in the firft example.

‘The lofs of feamen unnoticed, would be followed by other loffes in a long
train. If we have no feamen, our fhips will be ufelefs, confequently. our thip-
timber, iron.and hemp; our fhip-building will be at'an end, fhip carpenters
g9 over to other nations, -our young men have no call to the fea, our produce
¢arried in foreign bottoms, be faddled with war-freight and infurance in fimes
©f war,; and the hiftory of the laft one hundred vyears, thews that the nation
‘which is our carrier has three years of war fot every four years ‘of peace.
(No. 18) Welofe, during the fame periods, the carriage for belligerant pow-’
ers, which the neutrality of our flag woyld render an incalculable fource of
profit ;' we lofe at this moment the carriage of our own produce to the annual
gmount of two millions of dollars,which in the pofliblé progrefs of the encroach-
ment, may extend to five or fix'millions, the worth OF the whole, with an in-
creafe in the proporfion of the’increafe of our numbers. It is eafier as well
agbetter, to ftop this train at its entrance, . than when it fhall have ruined or
banithed whole claffes of ufeful and "mdui}ﬂous citizens.

- It will, doubtlefs be thought expedient that the refumption fuggefted thould
take eftet fo graduallyas not to endanger the lofs of produce for the want of
tranfportation ;. but that, in order to create tranfportation, the whole plan
{hould be developed, and made known at once, that the individuals  who may
be difpofed to lay themfelves out for the carrying bufinefs may make their cal-
culations on a full view of all circumflances.

- ©On the whole, the hiftorical view we have taken of thefe fifheries proves they
are fo poor in themfelves as to come to -nothing with diftant nations, who do
not fupport them from their treafury. ‘Wi have feen that the advantages of
our pofifion place our fitheries on a ground fomewhat higher, fuch as to re-
lieve our treafury from the neceflity of giving them fupport, but not to permit
it to draw {upport from them, nor to difpenfe the government from the obliga-
tion of effeftuating free markets for them, that for the great proportion of our
falted fifh, for our common oil, anda part of our fpermacati oil, markets may
perhaps, be prelerved by friendly arrangements towards thefe nations whofe
arrangements are friendly to us, and the refidue be compenfated by giving to
the feamen. thrown out of bufinefs the certainty of employment in another
branch of which we have the fole difpofal.

Thomas j%wdon, Secretary of State.

Fesrvary tft, 1791,
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—~—No. Il.—

MARBLEHEAD,
GLOUCESTER,
MANCHESTER,
BEVERLEY,
SALEM,
NEWBURYPORT,
IPSWICH,
PLYMOUTH,
COHASSET,
HINGHAM,
SCITUATE,
DUXBOROUGH,
KINGSTON,
YARMOUTH,
WELLFLEET,
TRURO,
PROVINCETOWN,
CHATHAM,
NANTUCKET,
MAINE,
WEYMOUTH,

lliﬁ
State of Cop-Fisuery of Mafachufetts, Irom 1786 to 1790,
from 1765, to 1775. inclufive.
- = g Kentals to| Kentals to = = g Kentals to | Kentalsto
& S | Tonnage. g Europe, | Weft-Indies, &3 Tonnage. g Europe, |Weft-Indies,
> £ & |e3-5 Dals.| a2.6 Dols. > g 3 a 3 Dols. | a2 Dols.
< . - S
150 7,500 | 1,200 | 80,000 | 40,000 90 5,400 | 720 50,000 | 25,000
146 5,530 888 | 35,000 | 42,500 160 3,600 | 680 19,500 | 28,500
25 1,500 200 | 10,000 | 10,000 15 g9oo | 120 3,000 7,500
15 750 120 | 6,000 6,000 19 1,235 | 157 5,200 | 10,000
30 1,500 240 | 12,000 | 12,000 20 1,300 | 16a 6,000 | 10,000
10 400 6o 2,000 2,000 10 460 8a 1,000 5,000
50 900 190 | 8,000 5,500 56 860 | 248 3,000 6,000
6o 2,400 420 8,000 16,000 36 1,440 252 6,000 12,000
6 240 42 800 1,600 5 200 35 1,000 1,500
6 240 42 8oo 1,600 4 180 32 800 1,200
10 400 70 | 1,000 3,000 2 90 16 400 600
4 160 28 400 1,200 9 360 72 1,500 3,000
6 240 42 8ao 1,600 4 160 28 700 1,300
30 900 180 | 3,000 6,000 30 g9co | 180 2,000 | 10,000
3 90 21 300 6oo
10 400 8o 1,000 3,000
4 160 32 500 1,100 11 550 88 3,000 5,200
30 900 240 | 4,000 8,000 30 goo | 240 3,000 9,000
8 320 64 1,000 2,200 5 200 40 | 500 1,500
6o 1,000 230 | 4,000 8,000 30 300 | 12Q 1,000 3,500
2 100 16 200 6oo 3 150 24 1,000 1,250
665 | 25,630 | 4,405 _Gm“moo 172,500 539 | 19,185 (3,287 |108,600 _ 142,050
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—No. IV.—

ABSTRACT of articles imported into the United States from Britifb colonies, for
one year, commencing the 15th Auguft, 1789, and ending on the 14th Auguft,
1790, as far as the accounts have been rendered.

6,343 barrels of pickled fith.
Cwt. 3,701.2. 20 Ibs. of dried fith.

NoTe.—Oil and lumber imported, paying a duty ad valorem, the quantity of
each can only be afcertained by the feveral colle&tors having reference to the

original entries.
JOSEPH NOURSE, Regifter.

TreEAasury DEPARTMENT,

Regifter’s Office, 23d November, 14go.

'-‘-'NOD Vn""‘

WE the fubfcribers, being a Committee appointed by the owners of fithing
veffels, in the town of Marblehead, to take into confideration the many griev-
ances and burdens the cod fithery now labours under, and to make a ftatement
of them ; which ftatement fo made, to be handed to Col. Glover, by him to
belaid before the Committee of the General Court, appointed to confider the
fame, do report the faid ftatement as follows, viz.

1. Impoft duties on falt.

2. duties and excife onrum, fugar and molafles.

3. on hooks, lines and leads.

4 on coarfe woollens.

5 on duck, cordage and cables.

. on hemp, iron and twine.

. Tonnage and naval duties.

8. The ineffeCtual duties on foreign fith.

9. The duties our fitheries pay at foreign markets, while the fitheries of
France and England receive large privileges and bounties from their
governments.

10. The heavy poll-tax laid on the fithermen.

11. Excife on New-England rum.

T

It appears to the committee from an exaét inveftigation, that the earnings
and expences of the fithing fchooners of this town, for the years 1787,—8,—9,
were to the earnings of each {chooner, viz.

For the year 1787, - - - L. 145
For the year 1788, - - - - 137
For the year 1789, - - - - 82

And that the annual average expences of thefe veflels, 12
inclufive of infurance, 4

It allo appears, that the number of fchooners employed in the grand bank
fithery for the year 1789, were one hundred and twenty-four, nineteen of which
were property of perfons not belonging to the town, and of which number
thirty-three fail have been taken out of the fifhery from the declenfion of the
bufinefs, exclufive of the aforementioned difadvantages.
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That the bounty granted to the fifhery by Congrefs, as a compenfation for
the duty on falt, this Committee humbly conceive will not operate to that pur-
pofe fo effeGtually, asif paid-dire& into-the hands of the owners of the veflels,
inftead of the fhippers of the fifln

Marsreneap, Feb, 1ft, 1790.

JOHN GLOVER,
ISRAFL FOSTER,
EDWARD FETYPLACE,
WILLIAM KNIGHT,
SAMUEL HOOPER,
ROBERT HOOPER, jun.
WILLIAM R. LEE,
RICHARD PEDRICK,
KNOTT PEDRICK,
SAMUEL R. GERRY,
RICHARD JAMES,
JOSHUA ORNE,

MARSTON WATSON.
A true Copy. Atteft,
JOHN AVERY, jun. Secretary.

w—No. VI.—

AN eftimate of the duties paid by the proprietors and navigators of a fithing
veflel of fixty-five tons and eleven hands.

Duty on Salt, - - - 8o. 23
Rum, - - - 14
Tea, - - - 2. 64
Sugar, - - - 3 3
Molaffes, - - - 99
Coarfe woollens, - - 7+ 33
Lines, lead and hooks, - 2. 9
Sail cloth,—yearly average, - 2. 3
Cordage, cables,  do. - 20"
Tonnage, - - 3 9
Iron,—yearly average, - 1

138 divided on eleven men,
is 12. 5 cents per man.
But deducting-the drawback of the duty on falt, it remains 57. 75 dolls. on
the whole, or 5. 25 dolls. on each man.
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—No. VIL.—

An hiftorical Viewof the WHALE-FISHERIES of
HOLLAND, ENGLAND, and the UNITED STATES.

|

g | g| <

g 1{c gl g

o K )

cAE; R

T | | A
1578 — | |Bafques, 25|11758/159] 52
1612] — | 2 - - - 1759|155 384
1615) 11| 4 - - - |1760]154 40
1620] — | 7 - - - |1761 161] g1
1663|202 - - - |1762{165 28
1660|138 - - - |1763 g0
1670/148] |Hamburgh abt. g50/1764{161] g2
1678l120] |Eng.bounty 6s. [1765{¢65] 33 |[AMERICA, 150
1689|242 - - - |1766[167] 35
1686|189 - - - {1767 165 39
1288214 - - - 1768160 41
1692| 32 - - ~ |176g{152 44

) 79 United States}
North| South| = Tons. Tons.
1702)224 - - = liy70l150] 50 183 | 121 |viz.13,820 nor. 14020fou.
1713} 93 - - - 1771|150 50 4059 men,
1715} — Americans begin. |1772[131] 48
1721f260] [Hamburgh, 7911773|1134] 55
Bafques, 20
1725|226/12 - - - {1774]180| 65 :
1726[218114 - - - |77s|t29] 96 177 | 132 [Eng.bounty 500l. 400l
17271202{16 - = - 1776123 Q1 gool. 200l. 100l.
172818218 S Y o LR IR 7 - - ~ |Dutch bounty gofl. a man.
1729|184{20lBafques, eyliz78l1t1l 41 ! .
17301168]22|Bafques, 38l1779{105| - 59 - - — |Englifh bounty gos.
Tons.
1731]164{22|America1300,0n }1780| 82| 52
theirown coaft.
1732l176f21 - - - {1784 34 - - —~  |Englifh bounty 4os.
17331184 2|Bafques,15to 207 |1782 38
Eng.bounty 205.}
1786ligaf 1| - - -7 1783l 55 47 .
17871196] |Bafques,10to 12 [1784] b2 og - - ~ [France 4 fhips.
North.|South

1774| — | —|Eng. bounty gos. 1785} 65| 154 18

~ | —|Bafques, 5 or 6 ) .
1748 94 - - - 1786 67 153 - —_ - Engllfh bountygos.
1755(181/66/Eng.bounty 4o0s. [1787] 67| 217 | 38 | 91 | g1 |[viz.5,820¢0ns north, 4,390

tons fouth,~—1,611 men.
France g fhips.

1756]186[67 - - - |1788 6g] 222 54 | o1 gt [France 17 fhips,
17571180}55 - - = 1789 178 9t | g1 |Hamburgh gz2.
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—No. VII.—

M. JEFFER SON, Minifter Plenipotentiary of the United States.
Fontainbleau, October 22, 1786.

Sir,
AS it is the intention of the King to favor, as much as poffible, the com-
merce of the United States, I have the honor to communicate to you the
meafures that have been taken on this fubject.

By a letter of the gth January, 1784, to the Marquis de la Fayette, I in-
formed him that inftead of two free ports promifed by the treaty with the
United States, the King had determined to grant them four, which has been
done ; and I promifed him that I would dire&t my attention to the cuftom-
houfes and duties which are prejudicial to commerce, obferving however that

.this objett demanded long inveftigations, which are not yet compleated. By
another letter I informed him, that his Maj%fty had fupprefled the duties upon
the exportation of brandy, and I expected this fuppreflion would be ufeful to
the American commerce ; I likewife promifed him that the duties of the King
and the admiralty, payable by an American veffel on her arrival in a French
port, thould be diminithed and reduced to a fingle duty, and regulated accord~
ing to the number of mafts and draught of water, and not by the uncertain
eftimation of meafurement. This redution requires a perfet knowledge of
all the duties paid in our ports ; and as they are of various kinds, the {tate-
ments which I have ordered to be made are not ready.

You know, fir, that the King has appointed a Committee for the particular
purpofe of examining our commercial connetions with the United States, and
that the Marquis de la Fayette has prefented a proje& conformable to the ideas
contained in your letter to the Count de Vergennes; but you will confider
how imprudent it would be to hazard by a change of fyltem, the produét of
abranch of revenue which amounts to twenty-eight millions, upon an article
which is not of the firft neceflity—after a long difcuflion of every means that
can be at prefent adopted to encourage the -importation of American tobacco,
it has'beenrefolved not to break the agreement made with Mr. Morris, but that
after the expiration of this contraét, no fimilar one fhall be made, and that in
the mean while, the farmers general fthould be obliged to purchafe, annually,
about fifteen thoufand hogfheads of American tobacco imported direétly from
the United States, in French or American veflels at the fame price, on the
fame conditions which have been ftipulated by the contra& with Mr. Morris.

You will remember, fir, that before a regulation could be made in favor
of the importation of whale oil, the Marquis de la Fayette had taken a parti-
cular arrangement with Mr. Sangrain for the fale of this article, to the amount
of eight hundred thoufand livres, and that I had granted him paffports in or-
der to render this firft importation, free from all duties whatfoever. The
fame Mr. Sangrain, afterwards made an agreement with fome merchants of
Bofton, to the yearly amount of four hundred thoufand livres, to laft during
{ix years, for which his Majefty has granted the fame favors which are enjoyed
by the Hanfe Towns. '

This matter having been lately more extenfively examined, the admini-
ftration to whom the Committee communicated their wifh, agreeable to the
Marquis de la Fayette’s demand and your opinion, entirely to abolith all duties
upon oil, have found that at prefent, they could not confent to it, on account
of the engagements made with other powers. All that could be done was to
grant, during ten years, to the whale oil, {permaceti, and whatever is compre-
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hended within thefe denominations, imported from the United States in French
or American veflels, the fame favors, the fame diminution of duties which the
Hanfe Towns enjoy. '

His Majefty hopes that the commercial connetions between the United
States and France, will become fo confiderable as to engage him to continue
the effe of this provifional determination; and as it has been obferved by
the Committee, that a great duty of fabrication has been hitherto paid upon
the moft favored whale oil, and even upon the national, his Majefty confents
to abolith the duty of fabrication with refpeét to the whale oil and fpermacati,
direétly imported from the United States in French or American bottoms, fo
that this oil and fpermaczti fhall not pay, during ten years, any other duty but
feven livres ten fols, and ten fols per livre; this lalt augmentation of ten fols
per livre, fhall ceafe in 1790.

It has alfo been determined that particular informations be taken concern-
ing the confumption of Carolina rice in France, and that means be devifed to
encourage the importation of this article.

Reprefentations having been made concerning the confiderable duties laid
upon the importation of pot-ath and pearl-ath, alfo upon beaver-fkins and hair
and raw leather, his Majefty has fupprefled all duties whatfoever upon thofe
articles, if imported of the growth of the United States in French or Ame-
rican veflels. He is likewife defirous of encouraging every article of Ameri-
can fur.

His Majefty has moreover confented to abolifh all duties upon mafts, yards,
keels for thips, red cedar, green oak, and in a word, all kinds of wood fit for
thip-building imported from the United States in French or American veflels.

The Committee having likewife reprefented, that there was a duty of five
per cent. onthe purchafe of foreign built fhips, and that this duty was preju-
dicial to the fale of American veflels, his Majefty has been pleafed to exempt
from all duties, the purchafe of thips which fhall be proved to be built in the
United States.

‘Great duties having formerly been laid upon all fhrubs, trees and feed, his
Majefty has abolifhed thefe duties, when the above articles fhall be imported
in French or American veflels.

It having been reprefented that the ftate of Virginia had ordered the arms
for her militia to be made in France, an order is paffed, that the prohibitions
which hitherto have prevented the exportation of arms and gunpowder, as
well as the duties laid upon thefe articles when exported by permiffion, fhall
be abolifhed ; and that whenever the United States fhall think it expedient
to export from France, arms, guns and gunpowder, they fhall have full per-
miffion, provided thefe articles are exported in French or American veflels,
and they fhall be liable only to a very fmall duty, in order to facilitate the cal-
culation of exports.

Laftly, his Majefty has received with the fame favor, the applications made
to the Committee for the fuppreflion of the heavy duties actually paid upon
books and papers.of all kinds: the King abolifhes all thefe duties when the
above articles thall be exported to the United States in French or American
veflels.

It is with great pleafure, fir, that I inform you of the difpofitions of his Ma-
jefty 5 they are a new teftimony of his great defire to eftablith the moft inti-
mate commercial conneion between the two nations, and of the favorable
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attention he will always pay to any propofal made in the name of the United |
States of America. ' ’ '

I have 'the honor of being, with fincere attachment,
S 1R,
Your moft humble, and
Moft obedient fervant,
De COLONNE.

P. S. Your nation will undoubtedly receive with pleafure, the informa-
tion of the facilities which the King has juft granted to the exportation of the
wines of Bourdeaux, Guienne, and Touraine, and the fuppreffion of the du-
ties granted by different arrets of Council, of which the Marquis de la Fayette
will give you notice.

—No. IX.—

An ACT of the King’s Council of State, for the encouragement of the com-
merce of France with the United States of America.

December 29th, 1787.
Extract from the Records of the Council of State.

THE King defirous of encouraging the commerce of his fubjes, with the
United States of America, and of facilitating between the two nations connec-
tions reciprocally ufeful : Having heard the report of the Sieur Lambert, Coun-
fellor of State, and of the Royal Council of Finance and Commerce, Comp-
troller General of Finance, his Majelty being in his Council, has ordained and
does ordain as follows :

ARTICLE I

‘Whale oils and {permaczti, the produce of the fifhertes of the citizens and
inhabitants of the United States of America, which fhall be brought into France
dire&tly in French veflels, or, in thofe of the United States, fhall continue to
be fubje@ed to a duty only of feven livres ten fols the barrel of five hundred
and twenty pounds weight, and whale-fins fhall be fubje¢t to a duty of only fix
livres thirteen fols four deniers the kental, with the ten fols per livre on each
of the faid duties ; which ten fols per livre fhall ceafe on the laft day of Decem-
ber one thoufand feven hundred and ninety ; his Majelty referving to himfelf
to grant further favors to the produce of the whale fitheries carried on by
the fifhermen of the United States of America, which fhall be brought into
France in French veflels, or in thofe of the United States, if, on the informa-

tion which his Majefty fhall caufe to be taken thereon, he fhall judge it expe-
dient for theintereft of the two nations.

IL
The other fith oils, and dry or falted fith, the produce in like manner of the
filheries of the citizens and inhabitants of the United States, and brought alfo
direétly into France, in their, or in French veffels, fhall not pay any ot%xer nor
greater duties than thofe to which the oils and fith of the fame kind; the pro-
duce of the fifheries of the Hanfeatic Towns, or of other the moft favored na-
tions, are or fhall be fubject in the fame cafe.

II1.

. The manufaiture of candles and tapers of fpermaczeti, fhall be permitted in
rance, as that of other candles and tapers.
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1V.

Corn, wheat, rye, rice, peas, beans, lentils, flax-feed and other feeds, flour,
trees and fhrubs, pot-ath and pearl-afh, fkins and fur of beaver, raw hides, furs
and peltry, and timber brought from the United States direétly into France in
French veflels or in thofe of the United States, fhall not be fubje& but to a du-
ty of one eighth per cent. on their value.

V.

Veflels builtin the United States and fold in France, or purchafed by French-

glen,‘fhall be exempt from all duties, on proof that they were built in the United
tates.
VI.

Turpentine, tar and pitch, the produce of the United States of America,
and brought dire&ly into France in French veflels or in thofe of the United
States, fhall pay only a duty of two and a half per cent. on their value ; and as
well the duties mentioned 1n this as in the fourth article, fhall be exempt from
all addition of fous per livre. :
VII.

The exportation of arms of all forts, and of gunpowder, for the United States
of America, thall be always permitted in French veflels, or in thofe of the Uni.
ted States, paying for the arms a duty of one-eighth per cent. on their value ;
and gunpowder in that cafe fhall be exempt from all duty, on giving a caution-
ary bond. ’

VIIIL

Papers of all forts ; even paper hangings and coloured papers, pafte-board
and books, fhall be exempt from all duties on their embarkation for the United
States of America, in French veflels orin thofe of the United States, and fhall
be entitled in that cafe to a reftitution of the fabrication duties on paper and
pafte-board.

IX.

The admiralty duties on the -veffels of the United States entering into, or
going out of the ports of France, fhall not be levied but conformably with the
edi¢t of the month of June laft, in the cafes therein provided for, and with the
letters-patent of the tenth of January,one thoufand feven hundred and feventy,
for the objedts for which no provifion fhall have been made by the faid edi&t :
his Majefty referving to himfelf moreover to make known his intentions as to
the manner in which the faid duties fhall be levied, whether in proportion to
the tonnage of the veflels or otherwife: as alfo to fimplify the faid duties of the
admiralty, and to regulate them as far as fhall be poffible, on the principle of
reciprocity, as foon as the orders fhall be completed which were given by his
Majefty according to the twenty-fixth article of the faid edi& of the month of
Juné laft.

X.

The entrepot (or ftoring) of all the produ&ions and merchandize of the
United States, fhall be permitted for fix months, in all the ports of France,
open to the commerce of her colonies ; .and the faid entrepot fhall be fubject
only toa duty of one-sighth per cent.

X1.

To favor the exportation of arms, hardware, jewellery, bonnetery* of
wool and of cotton, coarfe woollens, fmall draperies and ftuffs of cotton of all
forts, and other merchandizes of French fabric, which fhall be fent to the Uni-
ted States of America in French veflels, or in thofe of the United States, his
Majefty referves to himfelf to grant encouragements which fhall be immedi-

* This term includes bonnets, flockings, focks, under waificoats, drawers, gloves and mittens, as
_fold by the bonmetiers.
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aitely regulated in his council, according to the nature 6f each of the Taid mer-
chandizes.
, XIL :

As to other merchandizes not mentioned in this a&, brought direé@tly into
France from theUnited States in their or in Frenchveflels, or carried from France
to the faid United States in French veflels, or in thofe of the United States, and
with refpet to all commercial conventions whatfoever, his Majefty wills and
ordains that the citizens of the United States enjoy in France the fame rights,
privileges and exemptions with the fubjetts of his Majefty : faving the exect-
tion of what is provided in the ninth article hereof.

XL

His Majefty grants to the citizens and inhabitants of the United States,
all the advantages which are enjoyed, or which may be hereafter enjoyed by
the moft favored nations in his colonies of America ; and moreover his Majel-
ty affures to the faid citizens and inhabitants of the United States, all the pri-
vileges and advantages which his own fubjetts of France enjoy, or fhall enjoy,
in Afia and in the {cales leading thereto: Provided always that their veflels
thall have been fitted out and difpatched in fome port of the United States.

His Majefty commands and orders M. le duc de Penthievre, Admiral of
France, the Intendants and Commiflaries de parti in the provinces, the Com-
miflaries de parti for the obfervation of the ordinances in the admiralties, the
Officers of the admiralties, Mafters of the ports, Judges des traites,and all others
to whom it fhall belong, to be aiding in the execution of the prefent regulation,
which fhall be regiftered in the offices of the faid admiralties, read, publifhed
and pofted wherever fhall be neceflary.

Done in the King’s Council of State, his Majefty prefent, held at Verfail-
les the twenty-ninth of December, one thoufand feven hundred and
eighty-feven.

(Signed) Le Ct. De La LUZERNE.

—No., X.—

ARRET of the King’s Council of State, prohibiting the importation of fo*
reign whale and fpermaczti oil into his kingdom, 28th September, 1788.

Extract from the Regifters of the Council of State.

THE King having taken information on the fuccefs attending the whale
fithery, and the profpeét of its greater profperity within his kingdom, and his
Majefty being willing to grant a fpecial protetion to this important fithery
which has juft commenced in France, and which may become an abundant
fource of riches, while at the fame time it affords to the matine a nurfery for
feamen of great confequence to the fervice of the ftate—his Majefty has con.
ceived that the prohibition of foreign oil would be the moft beneficial encour-
agement that could be granted to this branch of induftry. Being willing to
provide accordingly, and having heard the report of the Sieur Lambert, Coun-
fellor of State and Ordinary to the Council of Difpatches, and to the Royal
Council of Finances and Commerce, the King being prefent in his Council,
has ordained, and does ordain, that, computing from the day of publithin
the prefent arret, the introduction of foreign whale and {permaczti oils {haﬁ
be prohibited throughout his dominions. His Majefty commands and orders
the Duke de Penthievre, Admiral of France, the Intendantsand Commiffaries
throughout the provinces, the Commiffaries deputed for the obfervation of the
ordinances in the Admiralties, the officers of the Admiralties, Mafters of Ports,
Judges of Treaties, and all others whom it may concern, to affit in the execu-
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tion-of the prefent arret, which fhall be regiftered in the.offices.of the faid Ad-
miralties, read, publifhed and pofted wherever it fhall appear neceffary.

Done in the King’s Council of State, his Majelty. being prefent, held at
Verfailles, 28th:September, 1788.
(Signed):  LaLUZERNE,

—No. XIL.—

.ARRET of the King’s Council of State, excepting whale and other fith oil,
and alfo whalebone, the produét of the fitheries of the United States of
America, from the prohibition contained in the arret of the 28th of Sep-
tember aft.

December 7th, 1788.
Extract from the Regifters of the Council of State.

THE King having taken information on the arret pronounced in his coun-
<cil the 28th December laft, prohibiting the importation of whale oil and fper-
maceti, the produce of foreign fifheries, into the kingdom, obferving that oil
made from fea calves and other fith, and feaanimals,not being.comprehended in
the faid arret, a fraudulent importation of whale oil might take place under the
name of the aforefaid oils; and that on the other hand-it might be inferred
from the tenor of the faid arret, that oils the produce of the fitheries of the
United States were prohibited : And his Majefty withing to remove every
-doubt on this head, to provide therefore for the fame, having heard the
report of the Sieur Lambert, Counfeller, of State in ordinary, and of the
Council of Difpatches and royal Council of Finances and - Commerce, the King
-being prefent in.his council; has ordained and does ordain, that reckoning from
the firft day of April next, oil made from fea calves, and from fith and other
fea animals, produced from foreign fifheries, as well as whale-bone produced
in like manner. from the faid foreign fitheries, fhall be prohibited from im-
portation into the kingdom, without permitting the faid prohibition neverthe-
lefs to extend either to the faid kinds-of.oils, or to the faid whale oils and fper-
maczti, or the whalg-bone produced from the fitheries of the United States of
"America, and imported direétly into France in French veflels, or thofe belong-
ing to. the fubje&s of the faid United States ; which fhall continue to be pro-
vifionally admitted, agreeable to the firft and third article of the arret of the
29th of December laft ; on condition however, that the captains of the faid
veflels belonging to the United States, bring with them certificates from the
Confuls of France refiding in the ports of the faid United States, or. where thefe
‘cannot be obtained, from the Magiftrates of the places where the embarkation of
the faid oil thall be made, for the purpofe of proving thatthe cargo of the faid
veflels is the produce of the fifheries carried on by the citizens of the United
States ; which certificates fhall be prefented to the Officers of the Admiralty,
alfo to the Commhiffioners of the Farms, in the ports of France where it fhall be
{anded, to be mentioned in the report of their arrival.

His Majefty commands and orders the Duke de Penthievre, Admiral of
France, the Intendants and Commiffaries throughout the provinces, the Com-
miffary appointed to obferve the ordinances of the Admiralty, the Officers of
the Admiralty, Mafters of Ports, Judges of Treaties, and all others whom it
may concern, to affift in the execution of the prefent Arret, which fhall be
regiftered in the offices of the faid Admiralties, read, publithed and pofted

wherever it may appear neceffary.

Donein the King’s Council of State, his Majefty being prefent, held at
Verfailles the feventh of December, .1788.
(Signed) La LUZERNE.
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~No. XI[.—
State of the WraLe-Fisuery in Mafachufetts, from 1771 to 177s.

2 g - g
R s . g 3 -
= S - o g o) o
) 254 ) IR
v S -t
=g S & & o & . e="1'3 .
P PR w0 A T - ES | o>
SE g >Se g SEX | EE |s3
. b o & =} - g |- W O g E “3
PORTS from which | ° & & 8 °g o § g3 | &§ $2
the equipmentswere | § § & - £58% T |E8 w8 fw§
made. R ‘S Eslt 3 3¢ o=t | °
53 = |38 £ la rER
g8 b g % B 2 k= -]
g = g = ol d |3
= = S
Nantucket, - - 65 4,875 10 10,200 | 2,025 | 26,000 | 4,000
Wellfleet, - - 20 1,600 1,000 420 | 2,250 | 2,250
Dartmouth, - - 6o 4,500 20 2,000 [ 1,040} 7,200 1,400
Lynn, - - 1 75 t 120 28 200| 100
Martha’s Vineyar 12 720 —_— -— 156 goo} 300
Barnftable, - - 2 150 -— — 26 240 | —
Bofton, - - 15 |} 1,300 5 70Q 26o0| 1,800 600
Falmouth in the county 4 300 — -— 52 400} =
of Barnflable; -
SWJnZEy, - - . 4 800 — -~ 52 400 —
: 1 183 | 3,820 | 121 14,020 | 4,089 | 39,390 | 8,650
Stateof the WHALE-FISHERY, from 1787 to 1739, both
inclufive.
Nantucket - 18 1,350 18 g,7q0 | 48 800 | 8,260
Wellfleet and other 35 chil B
potts at Cape-Cod, 12 720 4 400 | 212 — | 1,920
Dartmouth, - 45 2,700 5 750 { 650 | 2,700 | 1,750
Cape-Ann, - — —_ 2 350 28 — 1,200
Plymouth, - 1 60 —_— —_— 13 1o} —
Martha’s Vineyard, 2 120 1 100 39 220 | —
Bofton, - - 6 450 — — 78 360 —
Rochefter & Wareham, | 7 420 1 90 | a4 800
91 580 3t 4390 1,61¢ 7,980 13,130
True Copy,

Attelt, Joauny AvERY, jun. Sec’ry.

N. B. About one quarter of the fpermaceti is head-matter, one quarter of
which was exported to Great-Britain, the remainder manufaftured into can-
dles. The fpermacati oil, previous to the revolution, was moftly exported to
Great-Britain. The average price in that market for five years previous to
the war, about forty pounds fterling for the {permaceti oil, and fifty pounds
for head. The whale oil was formerly about one half exported to the French
and Englith Weft-India iflands, the other half fold in the United States. The
average price of this oil, about feventy dollars per ton. A whale producing
one huridred and twenty barrels whale oil, will generally produce two thou-
fand pounds bone, which was chiefly exported to Great-Britain, the price about
half a dollar per pound : a whale producing fifty to fixty barrels, will gene-
rally produce neareft ten pounds of bone to a barrel of oil.—The average price
of oil for three years paft, as follows, viz.

Spermacati, one hundred dollars per ton.
Whale oil, fifty dollars per ton.
Head-matter, one hundred and fifty dollars per ton.
Bone, about fiftecen cents per pound.
G
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_NOO XHI.——

Extrad from a Memorial prefented to the States General in 1775, by a Committee of
the Merchants engaged in the Whale Fifbery.

THE whale fithery is of great importance to Holland, as the produce yield-
<d by the fea may properly be confidered as our country produce, which fur-
nifh employ for thoufands of hands ; all the apparatus being made, and the
veflels fitted out in our own country.

A new veflel from 110 to 116 feet, including anchors, cables, Guilders.

rigging, &c. coft from 32 to 36000
$Sixty or feventy lines, fix or feven /loops, cafks, harpoons, and

other materials, - 8 to gooo
Store rent, lighters, vitualling, &c. for 42 to 48 men, 4 to 5000

1
b

Total, 44 to 50,000

From thele outfits the country evidently derives real advantages, whereas
thofe immediately concerned rifque their property, as has formerly been repre-
{ented, that during a period of forty-feven years, fourteen millions have been
loft in this traffick, befides the lofs arifing from the decreafe of capital.

The inftances which have proved profitable to the owners are but few ; great-
er loffes are to be apprehended from the prefent high prices.of all the necefla-
ries and materials. To clear the expences of a voyage, each veflel muft at
leaft bring a returnof fifteen thoufand guilders, exclufive of one thoufand
guilders for infurance, befides the yearly decreafe of capital, which may be cal-
culated on an average, at thirty thoufand guilders for every veflel completely
-equipped, making the fum of three million eight hundred and feventy thoufand
guilders for one hundred and twenty-nine veflels which haye been fitted out
this. prefent year, and which muft each fetch out of the fea twenty tons of net
goods to clear themfelves. The profpect of doing this is very unfavorable,
as all our neighbours ufe greater exertions in that trade than ever to which
they are encouraged by the aid' of their refpetive governments, in particular
the Britith, who allow forty fhillings fterling per ton to each veffel which is
employed in the whale fifhery ; by which means the number of their whaling
veﬂils have, fince the year 1749, (when the bounty was granted) increafed
from two to one hundred and nine veflels, which in the fpring 1773, failed
from England and Scotland, meafuring in the whole thirty-three thoufand
three hundred and eighteen tons, and amounting, at forty fhillings per ton,
to fixty-fix thoufand fix hundred and thirty-fix pounds, equal to feven hundred
and thirty-two thoufand nine hundred and ninety-fix guilders, which amounts
upon an average to fix thoufand feven hundred and twenty-five guilders for
each veflel.

The fitheries in Sweden and Denmark have alfo received additional ftrength
from the encouragements offereéd by their governments, without which they
would have but little inducement to that trade ; fo that inftead of Holland for-
merly exceeding all the other nations together in the whale fithery, they at
prefent exceed the-Dutch by one third in the number of veffels—nay, Eng-
land alone now fends -out nearly as many veflels as Holland.

Another obftacle prefents itfelf with regard to the whale-bone trade. Of
this article Holland formerly thipped five-eighth parts to Great-Britain, of
which fale we are now deprived, on account of the high duty impofed on all
foreign whale-bone imported into that kingdom, and which may be confidered
as an additional premium on the fithery og that nation, amounting commonly
to fifty guilders per one hundred weight. Our exportation of whale oil is alfo
on the decline. Hamburgh and Bremen receive great fupplies, partly from
their own fitheries and partly from England and Ruffia, fo as to be able to



L =22 13

furnith the greateft part of Germany with that article. France and Spain are
moftly fupplied from England ; and as it has been always. computed, -that
three-fourths of the product of our fitheries are exported, the competition of
thofe and other rival nations will {carcely’leave a foreign market for us : our
own, provinces and the river Rhine, will be our limits.

Another difadvantage ought not fo pafs unnéticed, which is, that the prices
of the produce of the fitheries are cotifiderably reduced ; the whale-bone of
the latelt voyage having already been fold as low as ninety guilders or lefs,
which gives a lofs.  Oil may alfo in cafe of a fuccefsful feafon, fall from fixty
to forty guilders per twelve ftekan (fixty-three gallons); and in that cafe, veffels
that return with one half or two thirds of their cargo, muft fink money.

Thele are the moft material circumftances that impede the progrefs of our
fitheries. The effe&t of the premium granted by the ‘Britifh parliament has
already been feverely felt by our Greenland fleets, having, fince that period,
decreafed one third in number.

—No. XIV.—
AsstracT of LIVE STOCK exported from the United States, from ghout

Auguft 20th, 1789, to September 3oth, 1790, from returns in the Treafury-
Office.

French W, Indies. | All other countries Total.

| Heads. | Value. | Heads. | Value. | Heads.| Value.:
Horned Cattle, | 3,573 | 66,915 | 1,833 33,045 | 5,406 | 99,960

Horfes, - 6,970 | 263,281 | 1,658 | 46,235 | 8,628 | 339,516
Mules, . 22 8331 213 8,013 237 8,846
Sheep, - 53791 83502 | 4,679 8,537.| 10,058 | 17,039
Hogs, - 4,185 9,580 1,119 4,901 | 5,304 | 14,481

20,129 | 349,111 | 9,504 | 130,731 | 29,633 | 479,842
—NO- X.Vo—
GRAIN and FLOUR imported from the United States of America, into the
ports of France, in the year 1789,—~from an official ftatement.

Fr. Kentals. lbs. 24,680 tierces of 500 Fren. pounds
Rice, 123,401 69 each.
Flour, 256,545 94] 140,959 American barrels.
‘Wheat, 2,015,297 3 pequalto 4 3,664,176
Rye, 307,390 gﬁf 1 558,891 g American bufhels.
Barley, 260,131 52 L 520,262
—-No. XVIL.—

Statement of the VESSELS entered in the ports of
O‘g ce of the baé{mce ”fg France, from the United States of America, in the
ommerce of France. year 178.

Veflels. Tens.,
French, — 13 —_ 2,105
Imperial, — 3 — 370
Englifh, —_— 43  — 4,781
Dutch, —_— I —_ 170,
Hanfeatic, = 1 —_— 200
American, — 163 —_— 24,173

224 31,799
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~No. XVl

ABSTRACT of the Tonnage of foreign Veffels entered in the Ports of the
United States, from O&. 1it, 1789, to Sept. 30, 1790.

France, - 13,435
Holland, - - 8813
Sweden, - 311
Pruffia, - - 394
Spain, - 8,551
Portugal, - - 2,024
DPenmark, - 1,619
Germany, - - 1,368
Britith dominions, 225,495

262,912

—No. XVII.—

That the encouragement of our carrying bufinefs is interefting, not only te
the &arrying ftates, but in a high degree alfo to the others, will refult from

the following falts. Dollars.
The whole exports of the United States may be ftated at - 25,000,000
Great-Britain carries two fifths of thefe in value, that is to fay, 10,000,000
Freight and infurance on this in times of peace, are about twenty-

two and one half per cent. - - - 2,2 50,000
Fhe fame charges in war are very various, according to the circum-

ftances: of the war, we may fay, however, fifty-five per cent. §,500,000
The difference between peace and war freight and infurance, then

is annually - . - - 3,250,000

"Faxed on our agriculture by Britith wars, during their con-
tinuance, and our dependance on Britith bottoms.

Of the laft one hundred years, Great-Britain has had *forty-two years of
war and fifty-eight of peace, which is three of war to every four of peace,
nearly.

InZvery term of feven years then, we pay three times three million two hun.
dred and fifty thoufand dollars, or nine million feven hundred and fifty
thoufand, which, averaged on the years of peace and war, are annually
and conftantly one million three hundred and ninety-two thoufand eight
hundred and fifty-feven more than we fhould pay, if we could raife our own
fhipping ta be competent tothe carriage of allour productions. Befides this, ma-
ny of our bulky articles, not bearing a war freight, cannot be exported if
expofed to that; fo that their total lofs is to be added to that before eftimated.

*Y.M 168g. May.) Y. M.
[1697. Sept.J 8 4 WAR.
PEACE. 4 8 [ 1702. May.] o

6 af1712. Aug. 3
4 L1718. Dec.] 2 6

8 (1721.  June
5 L 1727, Mar.] o 2

12 4 [(1727. May.
Li7se. 009 g,

o [1748. May.

7 1755. June
. [1762. Nov.] 75

5 7 ¥778. &me
6 2 [;783. ar.] 49
1789. May. 42 ©

———————
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