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PREFACE

0\ 7 is not my Defign to compofe in this Place a
| " Hiftory of Antique Gems or Ingrav'd Stones

268858 Ingravure, with all the other Liberal A’rﬁ,
owes its Rzﬁz to the Egyptians; From the Agyptians iz
pafs'd to the Grecians, who carried this Work to its high-
eft Excellence; The Romans ar Length received It from
the Grecians; But the Grecian Maflers have ever pre-
ferd'd over the Roman, a Superiority in Tafte and
Execurion. The Age of ALEXANDER produced a
PvrRcoTOLES, and the Age: of AvcUsTus g
DioscoripEs, whofe Compofitions, in this Kind, will

always Srand for the Models of Pef:fe&’z'an.

Ignorance E‘riumpb’d for fome Lime, under the Em-
pire of the Goths and Vandals; 4nd the Liberal Arss
wmay be faid to have touch'd upon their Ruin; They flood
wupon the very Brink of Eternal Oblivion, when the Pon.
tificate of LEO the Tenth, [awthe Arts and the Sciences
revive at one Inflant.  An Hra of Time illuftrious for
Great Men in every Branch of Learning! Then They
begun to open their Eyes upon thofe Mafter-picces of An-
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tiguity, that fill fubfiffed; and it is upon thefe excellent
Models, 200 long negleied, that the Jorft Good-Tafbe was
Jormed; VavLerio o Vicenze adour zhis Time
wrought upon Stones with Infinite Swuecefs.

Norwithflanding the Lofes WWe bave receiv’d, (0 fpeak
of the Gems in Particular ) the Remains are not incon-
Sfiderable. We have yet Abundance of thefe little Picces
in our Pofleffion. For this Species of Antiguities pre-
Jerv'd Themfelves better than any Other ; Their Smalnefs
and Solidity laid Them lefs open to the Injuries of Time.
The frequent and different Ules, to which They were ap-

plied, whether in Rings, in Seals, or other Ornaments,
( mmade Them neceflary, and their exquifite Beauty, made

Them valuable.  For the natural Splendor of the Stone,

|

I | and the additional Perfettion of the Work prefent, at one
} | oy View, two Objeis of Admiration.
|

| As to the Perfettion of the Work, iz is by Jo mmuch
| the more wonderful, as the Execution is the more diff-
_ ’ | cult. The Opemztor_ purfues his Operation rérazzgﬁ the

I : Shade (if I may Ul the Expreffion) of a thick WNVight,
He is not permitted to [ee the Effect of bis Touches, 42
the Time that his Touches give Life to the Stone. EI,
cannot fo much as judge of the Progrefs He makes, but
by cafﬁdtiﬂg, almoft at every Stroke, the Linprefions of
the Wax, Thefe are the only Eyes that give Him Light
20 examine bis Performance, The Whole of his Defion
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muft necefarily have been finifl'd and pre-determin’d, af-

ter a moft exat? and concife Manner, in bis Imagination;
fince He bas no other Guide to follow, but that original
Idea in the actual Courfe of bis Labor.

But the Difficulty of the Execution diminifbes Nothing
of their Perfection. Tbefelittle Pieces are equal, in all
Particulars, to the fineft Statues of Antiquity. They
have, befides, this Merit peculiar to Them; I mean the
Facility, with which They multiply Themfelves by almoft
an Infinity of Impreffions. How great the Convenience
that arifes, from this Jingle Circumflance, to the Curions 2
How great the Utility to the Learned? Comprized in
thefe Figured Volumes, is to be found All that regards the
Fable or the Hi/z”e;y; the Cuftoms or the Habits, the Ce-
remonies or the Exercifes of the Ancients. They giveUs to
know, as might be [aid, by Sight, the Faces and the Fea-
tures of thofe great Perfonages, whofe Charalters and Aec-
tions are already painted and defcribed by the Hiflorians.
I dare advance in further Commendation of the Gems,
zhat They preferve a more perfect Likenefs than the
Medals, caft to reprefent the fame Heads. The Relief
of the Ingravd-Stones is more confiderable, and the
Lincaments more diftinc?; They have defcended to Us
with lefs Alteration than thofe Pieces of Metal, often
worn, disfigured or eaten up wirh Ruft. Nor is It 2o
be wonder'd, that the Relief of the Gem is more Jfrefh
and lively than the Relief of the Coin.  The Concavity
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of the Ingrav'd-Stone fcreens the Relicf from the Corra-
fon that damages the Medal.  The fame advantageous
Situation defends It from Rubbing, and confequently from
Wearing for no Frittion can take Place upon a Figure
that is quite intrench'd and interior. The very Incifion
of the Inflrumens that produces the One, is [ufceprible
of @ more beantiful Detail, than the Mold or the Balance
of the Minter. The Medals enjoy but one Advan-

 tage over the Gems; and That confiffs in their Legends

or Infcriptions. Yer what Pleafure may the Curious
draw by comparing, andexplaining the One by the Other,
whenever He would afcertain a true Likencfs to either
Gem or Medal? Whar Satisfaclion more complete than
when He can join the exaét Refemblance of an Ingravd-
Stone, to the Hifforical Proof of a Legendary Coin?

The Curious of the firft Note in all Ages bave paid a
due Regard to thefe ineftimable Pieces. The Search They.
have always made after Them, is a fufficient Teftimony.
The Firft that affembled, What We call a Cabinet at
Rome, was Scavrus, Son-in-Law taSvrua. Powm-
eey the Great among other rich Donations, confecrated
to the Capitol, the Cabinet of Rings taken from M-
TeRIDATES: A Collettion, according to VARRO and
other Authors, greatly preferable to That of Scaurus.
In Imitation of this fameus Congueror, CEsar, then
Dittator, dedicated to the Temple of ViNnus GEnE-
TRIX, Six Tablets filled with Rings. And to conclude

MARrceELLUS,




The PR EF A CE. xx1

MarcELLUs, zhe Son of OcTavius, depofited a fine
Cabinet in the Temple of Arovrvro. For I will not in-
fift upon the Example of HEL10GABALUS; unlefs it be
to denote the Extravagance of his Fancy: His Pafion
for Them was Jo exceffive, that He made Them Jerve for
Ornaments to bis Sandals: But ought not that Paffion
to have taught Him fome little Care for their Preferva-
tion, and to have refirain’d Him from Debafing thofe
Objetts of his Admiration, by fo uﬁﬁecqﬂmjy and fo ridi~
culous a Ufe 2

The infinite Service that may be drawn from Them
tawards the true Intelligence of Antiquity, not to men-
tion their exquifite Beauty, bas ingaged the Learned and
the Curious to publifb the Defigns of wvarious Antiques,
at different Seafons; and fometimes accompanied with
Explications. LEONARD AGOSTINI procur'd a mof
beautiful Colleclion of Them. Beautiful I [ay, in Re-
gard to the Workmanfhip and Execution: J.B. Gar-
LEsTRUZZI (who was alfo an excellent Painter) in-
grav'd Them in Aqua Fortis. Le Pors bad put our

One éefore Garvestruzzl. JZAENeas Vicus, A,

CanNiNI, PeTEr-SanTEZ BERTOLL BEGER, LI-
cETUS, Marre1l, SroN, GoRrRLAERUS, Aave labor'd
in the fame Tratt with equal Succefs: Happy, had They
preferv'd-in their Defigns, a more perfett Image of the
Beauty of their Originals. ~ But above the Reft, the Laf?
#s the moft deficient,  He [earce vesains the leaf} Trace or

¢ Ay
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Air of the ancient Compofition. His Defign is [o lissle,
and at the Jame Time, Jo faulty, that the Jonef? Subjects

are no longer known, as they are defcrib'd in that Collec-
2io7,

There appeard lately in Holland * 4 Suite of Gems,
publifb’'d upon a Plan intirely new, and well laid.  The
Undertaker attachd Himfelf fingly to thofe Antigues thar
were markd with the Names of the [feveral Artifts, by
whom They were work'd,  This Project not only inform'd
Us of the Names of the Artifts, bur was calculated to
Jhew the different Manners of thole ancient Maflers. 7o
which are Jubjoin'd, in the Explication, whatever Pyp-
ticulars are extant concerning their Lives.  Bur the In-
gravure of this Work is too Stiff and High; Loaded
and Finifb'd o SJuch Excefs; that the Copy deviates as
much from the Purity as from the Size of the Original,

The MEN oF VirTUE wil]  foon find ample Confolation,
in the Appearance of a complete Suite of one of the Sinef?
Cabinets in Europe.  Zhey will acknowledge in thefe exal?
Copies the Beauty of their Originals. It would be Juf
Sicient to recommend the Meriy of that Performance, if
the Modefty of the Author would permst Me to mention
bis Name. I am bowever thus Jar Happy, that I have
this Opportunity of preparing the IV, orld for the Expec-

* Images des He

ros deflinées par J. A. Canini, & gravées par Picart le Romain, £9e,
4 Amflerdam 1731,
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tation of [o wvaluable a Performance, but I fhould be
doubly Happy if my Own could claim the fame Advan-
fﬂg Ce

I muft confefs the Honor that has been done Me by
Jome great Maflers, who bhave not refusd fometimes to
affifp Me in my Undertaking. I thought it not prudent
to omit any Occafion that gave Me an Opportunity of
Approaching more nearly the Beauties I meant to copy.

There remains no more for Me to fay, than juff to
give an Account of my Propofal in this Colletion. I
have touch'd none but the moft beauriful Pieces, that ei-
ther never yet appear'd, or appear’d in an uﬂéecamifzg
Drefs. I know that I have given fome Few, that with
very little Variation are ingraved in other Colle&tions
But the beft Variation in Pieces of fuch Value, feenrd,

an my Opinion, to merit a more particular Attention.

I could bave been glad on the Occafion ts [atisfy the
Curious, by notifying, both the Species of every Stone,
and the Cabinet from which It was taken; bur as thefe
Ingravures were not wrought after the very Gems, bur
Impreffions of thofe Gems, it was not poffible for Me to
Judge of the Quality of the Stone: To fay more of my
Defign, in the Choice I made, the Perfettion of the Work
was principally confider’d; and the Preference always
paid to the Subjects of Compofition; that is, to the figur'd

S | Gemns
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Gems rather than the fingle Heads. But I thought It
a Matter of Importance to give their juff Dimenfions;
whether by defcribing their intire Form, when the Plate
permitted Me, or whether by giving the two Diameters,
when the Gems exceeded a certain Size. I judy’d this
the rather neceflary; becaufe oftentimes the fame Deficn
appears in two Stones of unegual Volume, or if not the
Jfame Defign, differing only in fome minute Circumflance;
And in either of thefe Cafes, the Curions may eafily affure
Himfelf of That which ferved Me for an Original, by
confronting the very Gem, its Impreffion, or Print, with
the precife Magnitude of that which I follow.




