C‘ U q NIEDERSACHSISCHE STAATS- UND
-~ L UNIVERSITATSBIBLIOTHEK GOTTINGEN

Werk

Titel: The Surprising Travels & Adventures, Of Baron Munchausen, Also An Account Of A Vo...
Autor: Raspe, Rudolf Erich

Verlag: Fordyce

Ort: Newcastle Upon Tyne

Jahr: 1840

Kollektion: Bucherhaltung; Itineraria

Werk Id: PPN80693235X

PURL: http://resolver.sub.uni-goettingen.de/purl?PID=PPN80693235X| LOG_0012

OPAC: http://opac.sub.uni-goettingen.de/DB=1/PPN?PPN=80693235X

Terms and Conditions

The Goettingen State and University Library provides access to digitized documents strictly for noncommercial educational,
research and private purposes and makes no warranty with regard to their use for other purposes. Some of our collections
are protected by copyright. Publication and/or broadcast in any form (including electronic) requires prior written permission
from the Goettingen State- and University Library.

Each copy of any part of this document must contain there Terms and Conditions. With the usage of the library's online
system to access or download a digitized document you accept the Terms and Conditions.

Reproductions of material on the web site may not be made for or donated to other repositories, nor may be further
reproduced without written permission from the Goettingen State- and University Library.

For reproduction requests and permissions, please contact us. If citing materials, please give proper attribution of the
source.

Contact

Niedersachsische Staats- und Universitatsbibliothek Gottingen
Georg-August-Universitat Gottingen

Platz der Gottinger Sieben 1

37073 Géttingen

Germany

Email: gdz@sub.uni-goettingen.de



48 TRAVELS OF

putting his mouth to the horn—The King
of Prussia’s march—Over the hill and
over the dale—with many other favourite
tunes: at length the thawing entertain-
ment concluded, as I shall this short ac-
count of my Russian travels.

Some travellers are apt to advance
more than is perhaps strietly true : if any
of the eompany entertain a doubt of my
veracity, Ishall only say to such, I pity
their want of faith, and must request they
will take leave before I begin the second
part of my adventures, which are as
strictly founded in fact as those I have
already related.

PART II.

CHAPTER VIL
The Baron relates his adventures on a wvoyage (o
North America, which are well worth the reade) 's
atlention—Pranks of a whale—A sea-gull saves a
sailor’s life—The Baron’s head forced into his
stomach—A dangerous leap stopped a posteriori,
I EmBarkED at Portsmouth in a first-rate
English man of war, of one hundred guns,
and fourteen hundred men, for North
America. Nothing worth relating hap-
ened till we arrived within three hun-
gred leagues of the river Saint Lawrence,
when the ship struck with amazing force
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against (as we supposed) a rock ; how -
éver, upon heaying the lead, we could

0d no bottom, even with three hundred
fathom. What made this circumstance
the more wonderful, and indeed beyond
all comprehension was, that the violence
of the shock was such that we lost our
rudder, broke our bowsprit in the middle,
and split all our masts from top to bot-
tom, two of which went by the board : a
poor fellow, who was aloft, furling the
main-sheetwas flung atleast threeleagues
from the ship; but he fortunately saved
his life, by laying hold of the tail of a
large sea-gull; who brought him back,
and lodged him on the very spot from
Whence he was thrown, « Another proof
of the violence of the shock was the foree
with which the people between decks
were driven againat the floors above them :
my head particularly was pressed into
my stomach, where it continued some
months hefore it recovered its natural
Situation, W hilst we were all in a state
of astonishment at the general and unac.
countable confusion in which we were in-
volved, the whole was suddenly explained
by the ap earance of a large whale, who
had heen asking asleep, within sixteen
feet of the surface of the water. This
animal was so much displeased with the
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disturbance which our ship had given
him (for, in our passage, we had with our
rudder scratched his nose), that he beat
in all the gallery and part of the quarter-
deck with tail, and almost-at the same
instant took the main-sheet anchor, which
was suspended, as it usually is from the
head, between his teeth, and ran away
with the ship, at least sixty leagues, at
the rate of twelve leagues an hoyr, when
fortunately the cable broke, and we lost
both the whale and the anchor. How-
ever, on our return to Europe some months
after, we found the same whale within a
few leagues of the same spot, floating
dead upon the water : it measured above
half a mile in length. As we could take
but a small quantity of such a monstron

animal on board, we got our boats out,
and with mnch difficulty cut off his head,
where to our great joy, we found the an-
chor, and above forty fathom of the cable
concealed on the left side of his mouth,
just under his tongue. [Perhaps this
was the cause of his death, as that side
of his tongue was much swelled, with a
great degree of inflammation.] This was
the only extraordinary circumstance that
happened on_this voyage. One part of
our distress however I had like to have
forgot: while the whale was running
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away with the ship, she sprung a leak,
and the water poured in so fast, that all
Our pumps could not keep us from sink-
ing: it was, Lowever, my good fortune
to discover it fipsf, found it a Jarge
1ole about a foot diameter : you wil] na.
turally suppose this circumstance gives
me infinie pleasure, when [ inform you,
that this noble vesge] Was preserved, with
all its crew, by a most forfunate thought,
In short, T completely fil] it with my——,
without taking off gy small-cloths and
could have dispensed Tith it had it been
larger; nor wil) You be surprised when
Linform you,T am descended from Dytel
arents. [The Baropg ancestors haye
ut lately settjeq there: in another part
of his adventures, he boasts of royal
blood. ]
My situation, while I sat there, Wwas
rather cool, huy ¢ 1€ carpenter's art sgon
relieved e,

CHAPTER VIII

Bathes in 11, Mediterrancan—Meets gn Uuneza

pected COmpanion - Arpives m;ﬂiwtc?zﬁmmﬁy in

€ PeGions of heat and darkness, from which

ke is eaxtricqied by Dancing o hornpipe—

Frightens jig deliverers, and returns on share.

T was once ip great danger of being lost
in a most sing

ular manner in the Meciter-
D
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ranean: T was bathing in that pleasant
sca near Marseilles, one summer’s after-
noon, when I discovered a very large fish,
with his jaws quite extended, approaching
me with the greatest velocity ; there was
no time to be lost, nor could I possibly
avoid him. Iimmediately reduced myself
to as small a size as possible, by closing
my feet and placing my hands also near
my sides, in which position I passed di-
rectly between his jaws, and into his sto-
mach, where [ remained some time in total
darkness, and comfortably warm, as you
may imagine ; at Jast it occurred to me,
that by giving him pain, he would be glad
to get rid of me : as I had plenty of room,
Iplayed my pranks, such as tumbling, hop,
step, and jump, &e. but nothing seemed to
disturb him so much as the quick motion
of my feet in attempting to dance a horn-
pipe : soon after I began, he put me out,
by sudden fits and starts: 1persevered; at
last he roared horridly, and stood up al-
most perpendicular in the water, with his
head and shoulders exposed, by which he
was discovered by the people on board an
ftalian trader, then sailing by, who har-
pooned him in a few minutes. Assoonas
he was brought on board, I heard the crew
consulting how they should cut him up, so
zs to preserve the greatest quantity of eil.
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As T understood Ttalja
dreadfy] eapons

employed in this business shoylqd destroy

me also ; therefore Istood as near the cen-
tre as Possible, for there v
ora dozen men in thie

seeing a naked man walk
upright ot of his body : in short, gentle-

men, I told them the whole story, as [
aVe done you, whilst Amazement struck
them qum},,

After taking some refreshment,

bl
0my clothes, which lay where Thag
left the ; AS near as T can
calculate, I was near four hours and a half
confined j of this anima],
CHAPTER IX.
rkey, and upon the river Nile—
over Ca?z.vranti?.vap!o; shoots qf
down; findy 4 Lrench erpery.

Adventyre in Ty

£€s a ballogy,
and brings
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mental philosopher suspended from it—Gaes on
aa embassy to Grand Cairo, and relurns upon
the Nile, where he is thrown into an unexpect-
ed situation, and detained six weeks.

Wuex T was in the service of the Turks, I
frequently amused myself in a pleasure
barge on the Marmora, which commands
a view of the whole city of Constantinople,
including the Grand Seignior’s seraglio.
One morning as 1 was admiring the beauty
and serenity of the sky, I observed a glo-
bular substance in the air, which appeared
to be about the size of a twelve-inch globe,
with somewhat suspended from it. Tim-

_mediately took up my largest and longest
barrel fowling-piece, which I never travel

or make evenan excursion withont, ifLcan
helpit: I charged with a ball and fired at
the globe; but to no purpose. the object be-
ing at oogreata distance. I then putina
double quantity of powder and five or six
balls, thissccond attemptsucceeded; all the
balls took effect, and tore one side open,
and brought it down. Judge my surprise,
when a most elegant gilt car, witha man in
it, and part of a sheep which seemed to
have been roasted, fell withintwo yards of
me : when my astonishment had in some
degree subsided, I ordered my people to
row close to this aerial stranger.

1 took him on board my barge (he wasa
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native of France): he was much indispos-
ed from his sudden fall into the sea, and
incapable of speaking; after some time,
however, he recovered, and. gave the fol-
lowing account of himself, viz. ¢About
Seven or eight days since, I cannot tell
which, forI have Jost my reckoning, having
been most of the time where the sun never
i seis, I ascended from the Land’s-end in
Cornwall, in the island of GREAT BriTAIN,
: in the car from which T have been just ta-

: Ken, suspended from a very large balloon,
A and took a sheep with me, 10 iry atmos-
pheric experiments upon : unfortunately
: the wind changed within ten minutes after
3 myascent : and, instead of driving towards
¢ Exeter  where I intended to land,
1 I was driven towards the sea, over which
2 I suppose T have continued ever since, but
i+ much too high to make observations.
4] ‘ The calls of hunger were so pressing,
% that the intendeq experiments upon heat
- and respiration gave way tothem, 1 was
5 obliged, on the third day, to kill the sheep
= for food , and being at that time lllimli.(‘]_}"
o above the moon, and for upwards of six.
i teen hourg after so very near the sun that
o 1t scorcheq my eye-brows, I placed the
of earcass, taking care to skin it first, in that
ne Part of the car where the sun had sufiicient
1o pbowel, or, in other words, where the bal-
5 a
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loon did not shade it from the sun, by
which method it was well roastedin about
two hours. This has been my food ever
since.’ Here he paused, and seemed lost
in viewing the objects about him. When
I teld him the buildings before us were the
Grand Seignior’s seraglio at Constantino-
ple, he seemed exceedingly affected. as he
had supposed himself in a very different
situation. *The cause; added he, ¢ of my
long flight, was owing to the failure of a
string, which was fixed to a valve in the
balloun, intended toletout theinflammable
air : andif it had not been fired at,and rent
in the manner before mentioned, I might,
like Mahomet, have been suspended be-
tween heaven and earth till dooms-day.

The Grand Seignior, to whom I was in-
troduced by the Imperial, Russian, and
French ambassadors, employed me to ne-
gotiate a matter of great importance at
Grand Cairo, and which was of such a na-
ture that it must ever remain a secret.

I went there in great state by land;
where having completed the business, Idis-
missed almost all my attendauts, and re-
turned like a private gentleman : the wea-
ther was delightful, and that famous river,
the Nile, was beautiful beyond all de-
seription ; in short, I was tempted to hire

abarge, todescend by water to Alexandria,
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On the third day of my voyage the river

egan to rise most amazingly (you have all
heard L presume, of the annual overflow-
ing of the Nile), and on the next day it
Spread the whole country for many leagues
on each side! On the fifth at sunrise, my

arge hecame entangled with what 1 at
first took for shrubs; but as the light
became stronger, [ found myself suar-
rounded by almonds, which were perfectly
ripe, and in the highest perfection. Upon
plumbing with a line, my people found we
were at least sixty feet from the ground,
and unable to advance orretreat. Atabout
cight or nine o'clock, as near as I could
judge by the altitude of the sun, the wind
rose suddenly, and canted our barge on
one side : here she filled, and I saw no
more of her for some timo, Fortunately
we all saved ourselyes (six men and two
0ys) by clinging to the tree, the boughs
of which were equal to our weight, though
not to that of the barge: in this situation
¢ continued six weeks and three days,
living upon the almonds: T need not in-
T you we had plenty of water, On the
forty-seconq day of our distress, the water
fell as rapidly as it had risen, and on the
forty-sixth e were able to venture down
on terra firmg, Our barge was the first
Pleasing object We saw, about two hundred
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yards from the place where she sunk.
After trying every thing that was useful by
the heat of the sun, and loading ourselves
with necessaries from the stores on board,
we set out to recover our lost ground : and
found by the nearest caleulation, we had
been carried over garden-walls, and a va-
riety of inclosures, above one hundred and
fifty miles. In four days, aftera very tire-
some journey on foot, with thin shoes, we
reached the river, which was now confin-
ed to its banks, related our adventures to
a Bey, who kindly accommodated all our
wants, and sent us forward in a barge of
his own. In six days more we arrived at
Alexandria, where we took shidding for
Constantinople. I was received kindly by
the Grand Seignior, bad the honour of
seeing the seraglio, to which his highness
introduced me himself, and presented me
with as many ladies, his wife not excepted,
as I thought proper to select for my own
amusement, and that of my friends also.

CHAPTER X.
Pays a visit during the siege of Gibraltar to Tas old

Sfriend General Elliot—=Sinks a Spanish man of war
—Wakes an old woman on the African coast—De-
stroys all the enemy’s cannon ; frightens the Count
d’ Artois, and sends him to Paris—saves the lives
of two English spies with the identical sling that
Filled Goliah : and raises ths siege
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DurinG the late siege of Gibraltar, I went
Wwith aprovision-fleet under Lord Rodney’s
command to see my old friend General
Elliot, who has, by his distinguished de-
fence of that place, acquired laurels that
can never fade.  Afterthe usual joy which
geuerally attends the meeting of old friends
had subsided, I went to examine the state
of the garrison, and view the operations of
the enemy, for which purpose the General
accompanied me. I had brought a most
excellent refracting telescope with me
from London, purchased of Dolland, by
the help of which I found the enemy were
£0ing to discharge a thirty-six pounder at
the spot where we stood. 1 told the Ge.
neral what they were about; he looked
through the glass also, and found my con-
jectures right, I immediately, by his per-
mission, ordered a forty-eight pounder to
be brought from a neighbouring battery,
Which I placed with so much exactness
(having long studied the ait of gunnery)
that I was sure of my mark.

I continued watching the enemy till I
Saw the match placed at the touch-hole of
their piece ; atthat very instant I gave the
signal for our gun to be fired also.

About midway between the two pieces
of cannon, the balls struck each other with
Amazing force; and the effect was asto.
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” i nishing! Theenemy’s ball recoiled backwith
E‘ E [ such violence as to kill the man who had
! discharged it, by carrying his head fairly

[ off, with sixteen others, which it met with
‘ in its progress to the Barbary coast ; where
its force, after passing through three masts
of vessels that then lay in a line behind
each other in the harbour, was so much
spent, that it only broke its way through
the roof of a poor labourer’s hut,
about two hundred yards inland, and de-
‘ stroyed a few teeth a poor woman had left,
| who lay asleep upon her back with her
mouth open. The ball lodged in her
throat. Herhusband soonafter came home,
t and endeavoured to extract it; but find-
| ! ing that impracticable, by the assistance
of a rammer he foreed it into her stomach,
| from whence it was discharged downwards
; in a natural way. Our ball did excellent
I service ; for it not only repelled the other
| in the manner just described; but pro-
i ceeding as I intended it should, it dis-
. mounted the very piece of cannon that had
been just employed against us and forced
it into the hold of the ship, where it fell
with so much force as to break its way
through the bottom. Theship immediately
filled and sunk, with above a thousand
Spanish sailors on board, besides a con-
siderable number of soldiers. This, to be
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sure, was a most extraordinary exploit,

Will not, however, take the whole merit
O myself; my judgment was the prin-
cipal engine, but chance assisted me a
little ; for [ afterwards found, that the
man whe charged our f{;rty-ei;;ht-poun'(l-
Cr put in, by mistake, a double quantity
ot powder, else we could never have suc-
ceeded so much beyond all expceta-
'lt)ion, especially in repelling the enemy’s
all,

General Elliot would have given me a
commission for this singular piece of ser-
vice ; but I declined every thing, except
his thanks, which Ireceived at a crowded
table of officers at supper on the evening
of that very day.

As I am very partial to the English, who
are beyond all doubt a braye people, I de-
termined not to take my leave of the gar-
rison till I hag rendered them another
piece of service, and in about three weeks
an opportunity presented itself. T dressed
myselfin the habit of Popish Priest, and
at about one o'clock in the morning stole
out of the garrison, passed the enemy’s
lines, and arriveq in the middle of their
camp; where I entered the tent in which
the Prince d’Artois was, with the com-
mander-in-chiet‘, and several other officers,
in deep council, concerting a plan to storm

the garrison next mornitg, My disguise
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was my protection ; they suffered me to
continue there, hearing every thing that
passed, till they went to their several beds.
‘When I found the whole camp, and even
the sentinal, were wrapped up in the arms
of Morpheas, I began my work, which was
that of dismounting all their cannon (about
three hundred pieces), [rom forty-eight to
twenty-four pounders, and throwing them
three leagues into the sea. Having no as-
sistance, [ found this the hardest task I
ever undertook, except swimming to the
oppusite shore with the famous Turkish
piece of ordnance, described by Baron de
Tott in his Memoirs, which I shall here-
after mention. I then piled all the car-
riages together in the centre of the camp,
which to prevent the noise of the wheels
being heard, I carried in pairs under my
arms; and a noble appearance they made,
as high at least as the rock of Gibralter. I
then lighted a match, by striking a flint
stone, situated twenty feet from the ground
(in an old wall, built by the Moors, when
they invaded Spain), with the breach of
an iron eight-and-forty pounder, and so
set fire to the whole pile. I forgot to in-
form you, that I threw all their ammuni-
iion-waggons upon the top.

Before 1 applied the lighted match, 1
had laid the combustables at the bottom, so
judiciously, that the whole was in a blaze




, S0
aze

BARON M UNCHAUSEN. 63

in a moment. To prevent suspicion I was
one of the first to express my surprise,
he whole Camp was, as you may imagine,
Petrified with astonishment : the general
conclusion was that their sentinals had
been bribed, and that seven or eight regi-
ments of the garrison had heen employed
in this horrid destruction of thejr artillery.
Mr. Drinkwater, in his account of this fa-
mous siege, mention the enemy snstaining
a great loss by a fire which bappened in
their camp, but knew not the cause; how
should he? as I never divalged it before
(though I alone saved Gibralter by this
night’sbusiness), not evento General Elliot,
The Count d’Artois and al] his attendants
ran away in their fright and never stopped
one the road till they reached Paris, which
they did in about a fortnight ; this dreadful
conflagation had such an effect upon them,
thatthey were incapable of taking the least
refreshment forthree months after, but ca-
meleon-like, liyed upeon the air.
any gentleman will say he doubts the
truth of (his story, I will fine him a gallon
of brandy, ang make him drink it at one
draught s

About two months after I had done the
tsieged this service, one morning, as
Isat at breakf, et with General Elliot, ashell
(for I haq ot time 1o destroy their mortars,
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as well as their canunon) entered the
apartmentweweresittingin ; it lodged upon
our table ; the general as most men would
do, quitted the room directly, but T took it
up before it burst, and carried it to the top
of the rock ; when looking over the enemy’s
camp on an eminence near the sea-coast,
I observed a considerable number of peo-
ple, but could not with my naked eye dis-
cover how they were employed. I had re-
course again to my telescope, when I found
that two of our officers, one a general, the
other a colonel, with whom I had spent the
preceeding evening, and who went out into
the enemy’s camp about midnight as spies,
were taken and then were actually going
to be executed on a gibbet. I found the
distance too great to throw the shell with
my hand; but most fortunately recollect-
ing that I had the very sling in my pocket
which assisted David in slaying Goliah, I
placed the shell in it, and immediately
threw it in the midst of them : it burst as
it fell, and destroyed all present, except the
two culprits, who were saved by being sus-
pended so high, for they were just turned
off; however one of the pieces of the shell
flew with such force against the foot of the
gibbet, thatitimmediately brought it down,
Our two friends no sooner felt terra firma,
than they looked about for the cause ; and
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finding their guards, executioner and all,
had taken it in their heads 1o die first, they
directly extricated each other from their
disgraceful cords ; and then ran down to the
sea-shore, seized a Spanish boat with two
men in it, and made them row to one of
ourships, which they did with great safety ;
and in a few minutes after, when [ was re-
lating to General Eiliot how I had acted,
they both took us by the hand, and, after
mutualcongratulations, we retired to spend
the day with festivity,

CHAPTER XI.
An interesting uccount of the Baron's aucestors—A
quarrel relative to the spot where Noah built his ark
-—The history of the sling and ils properties—A
Javourite poet introduced upon no very reputable or-
casion—Queen Elizabeth’s abstinence—The Ba-
ron's father crosses from England to Holland upon
e marine horse which he sells far seven hundred
ducats.
You wish (I can see by your countenances)
Iwould inform you how I became possessed
ofsuch a treasure as the sling just men-
tioned. (Here facts must be held sacred.)
Thus then it was T am a descendant of the
wife of Uriah, whom we all know David was
intimate with ;she had several children by
his majesty ; they quarrelled once upona
matterof the firstconsequence, viz. the spot
where Noah's ark was built, and where it
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rested after the flood. Aseparation conse-
quently ensued.  She had often heard him
speak of thissiing, as his most valuable trea-
sure ; this she stole the night they parted ;
} it was missed before she got out of his do-

b 1 minions, and she was pursued by no less
ff than six of the king’s body guard ; however

Ly using it herself, she hit the first of them

(for one was more active in the pursuit
.han therest) where David did Goliah, and
killed him on the spot. His companions
! were so alarmed at his fall, that they re-
tired, and left Uriah’s wife to pursue her

journey. She took with her,I should have

informed you before, her favourite son by

this connexion, to whom she bequeathed

the sling ; and thus it has, without inter-

ruption, descended from father to son till

{ it came into my possesion. One of its pos-

i sessors, my great great great grandfather,

| who lived about two hundred and fifty
years ago, was upon a visit to England, and
! became intimate with a poet, who was a
| great deer-stealer; Ithink his name was
} Shakspeare : he frequently borrowed this
sling, and with it killed so much of Sir
Thomas Lucy’s venison, that he narrowly
escaped the fate of my two friends atGibral-
1er. Poor Shakspeare was imprisoned, and
myancestor obtained his freedom in a very
singular manner. Queen Elizabeth was

bt b
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then on throne, but grown so indolent,
that every trifling matter became a trouble
to her : dressing, undressing, eating, drink-
ing, and some other offices, which shall be
Rameless, made her life a burden to her:
all these things he made her do without,
orby a deputy ! and what do you think
Wwas the only return she could prevail upon

I to accept for such eminent services ?
—Setting Shakspeare at liberty l—Such was
1S affection for that famous writer that he
Would have shortened his own days to add
to the number of his friend’s,

I do not hear that any of the queen’s
Subjects, particularly the beef-eaters. as
they are vulgarly called to this day, how-
€ver they might be struck with the novel-
y at the time, mueh approved of her liv-
Ing totally without food, She did not
Survive the practice herself above seven
Years and a half,

My father, who was the immediate pos-
Sessor of this sling before me, told me the
following anecdote :

He was walking by the sea-shore at
Harwich, with this sling in his pocket ;
»efore his paces had covered a mile, he
Was attacked by a tierce animal, called a
S¢a-horse, open-mouth, who ran at him
With great fury ; he hesitated a moment,
then took gut his sling, retreated back

E
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abouta hundred yards, stooped fora couple
of pepples, of which there were plenty un-
der his feet, and slung them both so dex-
terously at the animal, that each stone put
out an eve, and lodged in the cavities
which their removal had oceasioned. He
now gotupon his back, and drove him into
the sea; for the moment he lost his sight
he also lost his ferosity, and became as
tame as possible : the sling was placed as
a briddle in his mouth; he was guided
with the greatest facility across the ocean,
and in less than three hours they both
arrived on the opposite shore, which is
about thirty leagues. The master of the
Three Cups at Helvoetsluys, in Holland,
purchased this marine horse to make an
exhibition of, for seven hundred ducats,
which was upwards of three hundred
pounds ; and the next day my father paid
his passage back in the packet to Harwich.

My father made several curious obser-
vations in this passage, which I will relate
bereafter.

CHAPTER XII.

The frolic ; ds consequences— Windsor Castle—-St,
Paul’s—College of Physicians, Undertakers, Se-
tons, &c. almost ruined—Industry of the Apothe-
caries,

THE FROLIC.

Tais famous sling makes the possesso
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tqual to any task he is desirous of per-
forming.

I'made a balloon of such extensive di-
Mmensions, that an account of the silk it
Contained would exceed all credibility :
€very mercer's shop and weaver’s stock in

ondon, Westminster, and Spitalfields,
contributed to it: with this balloon and
My sling T played many tricks, such as
taking ‘one house from  its/ station, and
Placing another in its stead, without dis-
Wrbing the inhabitants, who were gene-
Tally asleep, or too much employed to ob-
f€rve the peregrinations. When the sen-
tinel at Windsor Castle heard St. Paul’s
clock strike thirteen, it was through my

Exterity ; T brought the buildings nearly
together that night, by placing the Castle
10 St. George’s Fields, and carried it back
3gain before day-light, without waking
any of the inhabitants : notwithstanding
these exploits, I should have kept my bal-
Ioon ang its properties a secret,if Montgol-
er had notmade the art of flying so public.
n the 30th of September, when the
College of Physicians choose their annual

CCTS, and dine sumptuously together,
I filled my balloon, brought it over the

ome of their building, clapped the sling
round the golden ball at the top, fastened

¢ other end of it to the balloon, and im-
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mediately ascended with the whole Colleye
to an immense height, where I kept them
upwards of three months. You will natu-
rally inquire what they did for food such
| a length of time ? To this I answer—Had
I_ y Ikept them suspended twice the time they
i’ would have expearienced no inconvenience
on that account, so amply, or rather ex-
travagantly, had they spread their table
for that day’s feasting.

Though this was meant as an innocent
frolic, it was productive of much mischief
to several respectable characters amongst
k the clergy, undertakers, sextons, and
grave-dizgers: they were, it must be ac-
knowledged sufferers; for it is a well-
E known fact, that during the three months

the College was suspended in the air, and
therefore incapable of attending their pa-
t tients, no deaths happened, except a few
who fell before the scythe of father Time,
| and some melancholy objects, who, per-

} haps, to avoid some trifling inconvenience !
| here, laid the hands of violence upon them- j
b1 selves, and plunged into misery infinitely
i greater than that which they hoped, by

such a rash step, to avoid, without a mo-

$ i ment’s consideration.

_ | If the apothecaries had not been very

i active during the above time, half the un-

1 dertakers, in all probability, would have
heen bankrupts, r
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CHAPTER XIII

The Baron sails with Captain Phipps, atlacks two
large bears, und has o very narrow escape— Gains
the confidence of these animals, and then destroys
thousands of them ; loads the ship with their hams
and kins; makes presents of the former, and
obtains a general invitation to all city feasts—A
despute between the Coptain and the Baron, in
which, from motives of politeness, the Captain is
suffered to gain his point—1The Baron declines the
honour of a throne, and an empress into the bargain.

A TRIP TO THE NORTH.

WE all remember Captain Phipps’s (now
Lord Mulgrave) last voyage of discovery
to the North. I accompanied the captain,
not as an officer, but a private friend.
‘When we arrived in a high northern lati-
lude, I was viewing the objects around
me with the telescope, which 1 introduced
to your notice in my Gibralter adventures.
I thought I saw two large white bears in
Violent action upon a body ofice consider-
ably above the masts, and about halfa
league distance. I immediately took my
carbine, slung it across my shoulder, and
ascended the ice, When I arrived atthe
top, the unevenness of the surface made
Iny approach to those animals troublesome
and hazardous beyond expression : some-
times hideous cavities opposed me, which

was obliged to spring over: in other
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parts the surface was as smooth as a mir-
ror, and I was continually falling: as I
approached near enough to reach them, I
found they were only at play. I immedi-
ately began to calculate the value of their
skins, for they were each as large as a
well-fed ox, unfortunately, at the very in-
stant I was presenting my carbine, my
right foot slipped, I fell upon my back,
and theviolence of the blow deprived me to-
tally of my senses for near half an hour;
however, when I recovered, judge of my
surprise at finding one of those large ani-
mals I havebeen justdescribing, had turn-
ed me upon my face, and was just laying
hold of the waistband of my breeches,
which were then new,and made of leather:
he was certainly going to carry me feet
foremost, God knows where, when I took
this knife (shewing a large clasp knife)
out of my side pocket, made a chop at
one of his hind feet, and cut off' three of
his toes; he immediately let me drop,
and roared most horribly. T took up my
carbine, and fired at him as he ran off;
he fell directly. The noise of the piece
roused several thoosands of these white
bears, who were asleep on the ice within
half a mile of me : they came immediately
to the spot. There was no time to be lost,
A most fortunate thought arrived in my
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pericranium just at that instant. I took
off the skin and head of the dead bear in
half the time some people would be in
skinning a raLbit, and wrapped myself in
it, placing my own head directly under
bruin’s ; the whole herd came round me
immediately, and my apprehensions threw
me into a most piteous situation, to be
sure: however, my scheme turned out a
most admirably one for my own safety.
They all came smelling, and evidently
took me for a brother bruin; I wanted
nothing but bulk to make an excellent
counterfeit : however, I saw several cubs
amongst them not much larger than my-
self. After they had all smelt me, and the
body of their deceased companion, whose
skin was now become my protector, we
seemed very sociable, and I found T could
mimic all their actions tolerably well;
but at growling, roaring, or hugging, they
were quite my masters. I began now to
think how I might turn the general confi-
dence which 1 have created amongst these
animals to my advantage.

I had heard an old army surgeon say,
a wound in the spine was instant death.
I now determined to try the experiment,
and had again recourse to my knife, with
which I struck the largest in the back of
the neck, near the shoulders, but undes
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great apprehensions, not doubting but the

{ creature would, if he survived the stab,
ko tear me to pieces. However, I was re-
! markably fortunate ; for he fell dead at
my feet without making the least noise.

i I was now resolved to demolish them every
i one in the same manner, which I accom-
w i plised without the least difficulty ; for al-
{ though they saw their companions fall,

' they had no suspicion of either the cause
: or the eflect, When they all lay dead
hefore me, I felt myselfa second Sampson,
| having slain my thousands.
‘ To make short of the story, 1 went back
to the ship, and borrowed three parts of
the crew to assist me in skinning them,
and carrying the hams on board, which
we did in a few hours, and loaded the
ship with them. As to the other parts of
the animals, they were-thrown into the
sea, though I doubt not but the whole |
would eat as well as the legs, were they
properly cured.

As soon as we returned, I sent some of \
the hams, in the captain’s name, to the
lords of the admiralty, others to the lords
it of the Treasury, some to the lord-mayor

E and corporation of London, a few to each
of the trading companies, and the remain- |
it der to my particular friends, from all of
Il | whom I received warm thanks ; but from
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the city T was honoured with substantial

- Tnotice, viz. an invitation to dine at Guild-

hall annually on Lord Mayor's Day.

The bear-skins [sent to the Empress of
Russia, to clothe her majesty and her
court in the winter, for which she wrote
me a letier of thanks with her own hand,
and sent it by an ambassador extraordi-
nary, inviting me to share the honours of
her bed and erown; but, as I never was
ambitious of royal dignity, I declined her
majesty’s favour' in the politest terms.
The same ambassador had orders to wait
and bring my answer 1o her majesty per-
sonally, upon which business he was ab-
sent about three months: her majesty’s
reply convinced me of the strength of her
alfection, and the dignity of her mind;
her late indisposition was entirely owing
(as she, kind creature ! was pleased to ex-
press herself in a late conversation with

_the Prince Dolgoroucki) to my cruelty.

‘What the sex see in me I cannot conceive,
but the empress is not the only female
sovereign who has offered me her hand.
Some people have very illiberally re-
ported, that Captain Phipps did not pro-
ceed as far as he might have done upon
that expedition. Here it becomes my
duty to acquit him: our ship was in a
yery proper trim, till I loaded it with such
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an immense quantity of bear-skins and
hams, after which it would have been
madness to have attempted to proceed far-
ther, as we were now scarcely able to
bat a brisk gale, much less those moun-
tains of ice which lay in the higher lati-
tudes.

The captain has since often expressed
a dissatisfaction that he had no share in
the honours of that day, which he empha-
tically called the bear-skin day. He has
also been very desirous of knowing by
what art T destroyed so many thousands,
without fatigue or danger to myself: in-
deed, he is so ambitious of dividing the
glory with me, that we have actually quar-
relled about it, and we are not.now upon
speaking terms. He boldly asserts I had
no merit in deceiving the bears, because I
was covered with one of their skins ; nay,
he declares there is not, in his opinion, in
Europe, so complete a bear naturally, as
himself, among the human species.

He is now a noble peer, and I am too
well acquainted with good manners to
dispute so delicate a point with his lord-
ship.

CHAPTER XIV.

Our Baron excels BaronTot! beyond all compari-
son; yet fails in part of his attempt— Gels
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into disgrace with the Grand Seigneior, who ar-
ders his head to be cut off—Escapes and gets on
board a vessel in which ke is carried to Venice
—Baron Tott's origin, with some account of that
great man's parents—Pope Ganganelli's amour
—His holiness fond of shell-fish.

Baron pE Torr, in his Memoirs, makes
as great a parade of 2 single act, as many
travellers whose whole lives have been
sYent in seeing the different parts of the
globe : for my part, if I had been blown
from Europe to Asia, from the mouth of
a cannon, I'should have boasted less of it af-
terward than he has done of only firingoff a
Turkishpiece of ordnance. What he says of
this wonderful gun, as near as my memory
will sexve me, is this : the Turks had placed
below the castle, and near the city on the
banks of Simois, a celebrated river, an
enormous piece of ordnance, cast in brass
which would carry a marble ball of eleven
hundred pounds’ weight. 1 was inclined,
says Tott, * to fire it, but T was willing first
to judge of its effect : the crowd about me
trembled at this proposal, as they asserted
it would overthrow not only the castle,
but the city also: at length their fears in
part subsided, and I was permitted to dis-
charge it. It required not less than three
hundred and thivty pounds weight of pow-
der ; and the ball weighed as before-men-
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& tioned eleven hundred weight. When the
g engineer brought the priming, the crowds
1 who were about me retreated back as fast
| as they could ; nay, it was with the ut-
most difficulty I persunaded the Packa, who
i came on petpose, there was no danger :
even the engineer, who was to discharge
it by my direction, was considerably a-
bl larmed. I took my stand -on some stone
| work behind the cannon, gave the signal, -

and felt the shock like that of ar earth-

quake ! at the distance of three hundred

ik athoms, the ball burst into three peices ;

| the fragments crossed the Strait, rebound.-

ed on the opposite mountain, and left the

b1l i surface of LEe water all in a foam, throngh

the whole breadth of the channel.”

This, gentlemen, is as near as I can re-
collect, Baron de Tott’s account of the
largest cannon in theknown world. Now,
when I was there not long since, the
anecdote of Tott’s firing this tremendous
b peice was mentioned asa proof of that
‘ gentleman’s extraordinary courage. :
il I was determined not to be outdone by

! a Frenchman; therefore took this very
piece upon m{ shoulder, and after balanc-
ing it properly, jumped into the sea with

it, and swam to the opposite shore, from
whence Iunfortunately attempted to throw
it back into its former place. I say un- \




BARON MUNCHAUSEN. 79

fortunately, for it slipped a little in my
hand, just as I was going to discharge it,
and in consequence of that, it fell into the
middle of the channel, where it now lies
without a prospect of ever recovering it:
and notwithstanding the high favour I was
in with the grand Seignior, as before men-
tioned, this cruel Turk, as soon as he heard
of the loss of his famous peice of ordnance,
issued an order to cut off my head. I was
immediately informed of it by one of the
Sultanas, with whom I was become a greatl
favourite, and she secreted me in her
apartment while the officer charged with
my execution, was with his assistants,
in search of me.

That very night, I made my escape on
board a vessel hound to Venice, which
was then weighing anchor to proceed on
her voyage.

The last story, gentlemen, I am not fond
of mentioning, as I miscariied in the at-
tempt, and was very near losing my life
into the bargain : however, as it coutains
no impeachment of my honecur, I woula
not withold it from you.

Now, gentlemen, you all know me,
and can have doubt of my veracity. I will
entertain you with the originof this same
swaggering bonncing Torr.

His reputed father was analive of Berne,
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in Switzerland ; his profession was that
of a surveyor of the streets, lanes, and al-
leys, vulgarly called a scavenger. His
mother was a native of the mountains of
Savoy, and had a most beautiful large wen
on her neck, common to both sexes in that
part of the world; she left her parents
when young, and sought her fortune in the
same city which gave his father birth:
she maintained herself while single by
acts of kindness to her sex, for she was
never known to refuse them any favour
they asked, provided they did but pay
her some compliment before-hand. This
lovely couple met by accidentin {he street,
in consequence of their being both intoxica-
ted ; for, by reeling to one centre, they
threw each other down: this created mu-
tual abuse, in which they were complete
adepts; they were both carried to the
watchouse, and afterwards to the house
of correction; they soon saw the folly of
quarrelling, made it up, became fond of
each other, and married : but madam re-
turning to her old tricks, his father, who
had high notions of honour, soon separa-
ted himself from her; she then joined a
family who strolled about with a puppet
show. In {ime she arrived at Rome; \\'Eere
she kept an oyster stand. You have all
heard, no doubt, of PorE GaNGANELLI,
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commonly called Clement XIV.; he was
remarkably fond of oysters. One Good-
Friday, as he was passing through this fa-
mous city in state, to assist at high mass
at St. Peter’schurch, he saw this woman’s
oysters (which were remarkably fine and
fresh); he could not proceed without tast-
ing them: there were about five thousand
people in his train ; he ordered them all to
stop, and sent word to the church he could
Dot attenamass tillnextday ; then alight.
ing from his horse (for the pope always
rides on horseback upon these occasions)
he went into her stall, and ate every oyster
she had there, and afterward retired into
ihe cellar, where she had a few more.
This subterraneous appartment was her
kitchen, parlour, and bed-chamber. He
liked his situation so much, that he dis-
charged all his attandants, and to make
short of the story, his holiness passed the
whole night with her ! before they parted,
he gave her absolution, not only for every
sin she had, but all she might hereafter
comnmit.

Now gentlemen I have his mother’s
word for it (and her honour cannot be
doubted), that Baron Tott is the fruit of
that amour. When Tott was born, his
mother applied to His Holiness, as the
father of her child : he immediately placed
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him under proper people ; and as he grew
up, gave him a gentleman’s education, had
him taught the use of arms, procured him
Eromotion in France, and a title, and when
e died he left him a good estate.
CHAPTER XV.

A further aceount of the journey from Harwich
to Helvoetsluys—Description of a number gf
marine objects, never mentioned by any travel-
ler before—Rocks seenin Lhis passage equal to
the Alps in magnitude; Lobste s, Crabs, &e.
aof an extraordinary magnitude—4 woman’'s life
saved—The cause of her falling into the sea—
D Hawes's directions followed with success,

1 ommiTTED several very material parts
in my father’s journey across the channel
to Holland, which that they may nat be
totally lost I will now faithfully give you
in his own words, as I heard him relate
them to his friends several times.

“Qn my arrival”’ says my father, “ at
Helvoetsluys, I was ogserved to breathe
with some difficulty : upon the inhabitants
inquiring into the cause, I informed them,
that the animal upon whose back ¥ rode
from Harwich across to their shore, did
not swim ? Such is their peculiar form
and disposition, that they cannot float or
move upon the svrface of the water: he
xan with incredible swiftness upen the
sands, from shore to shore, ariving fish in
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millions before him, many of which were
quite different from any T had yet seen,
carrying their heads at the extremity of
their tails. I crossed,” continued he, ‘“ one
prodigious range of rocks, equal in height
to the Alps [The tops or highest part of
these marine mountains are said to be up-
wards of one hundred fathomsbelow the sur-
face of the sea]on the sides of which there
were a great variety of tall, noble trees,
loaded with marine fruit, such as lobsters,
crabs, oysters, scollops, muscles, cockles,
&ec. &c. ; some of which were a cart-load
singly ! and none less than a porter’s ! all
those which are brought on shore and sold
in our markets, are of an inferior dwarf
kind, or properly, waterfalls, i. e. fruit
shook off from the branches of trees it grows
upon, by the motion of the water, as those
in our gardens are by that of the wind!
The lobster-trees appeared the richest,
but the crab and oysters were the tallest.
The periwinkle is a kind of shrub; it
grows at the foot of the oyster tree, and
twines round it as the ivy does the oak. I
observed the effects of several accidents by
shipwreck, &c. ; particularly a ship that
bad been wrecked by striking againsta
mountain or rock, the top of which lay
within three fathoms of the surface. As
she sunk, she fell upon her side, and forced
F
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a very large lobster-tree out of its place
1t was in the spring, when the lobsters
were very young ; and many of them being
separated by the violence of the shock,
they fell upon a crab-tree, which was
growing below them : they have like the
farina of plants, united, and -produced a
fish resembling both. I endeavoured to
bring one with me, but it was too cumber-
some, and my salt-water Pegasus seemed
much displeased at every attempt to stop
his career whilst I continued on his back ;
besides, I was then, though galloping over
a mountain of rocks that lay about mid-
way the passage, at least five hundred
fathoms below the surface of the sea, and
began tofind the want of air inconvenient ;
therefore I had no inclination to prolong
the time. Add to this, my situation was
in other respects very unpleasent: I met
mani{" large fish, who were, if [ could judge
by their open mouths, not only able, but
really wished to devour us: now, as my
Rosinante was blind, I had these hungry
gentleman’s atiempts to guard against, in
addition to my other difficulties,

¢ As we drew near the Dutch shore, and
the body of the water over our head did not
exceed twenty fathoms, I thought I saw a
human figure in a female dress then lying
on the sands before me with some signs of
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life : when T came close, I perceived her
hand move: I took it into mine, and
brought her on shore as a corpse. An
apothocary, who had been justinstructed
by Dr. Hawes [the Baron’s father must
have lived very lately, if Dr. Hawes was
his preceptor], treated her progerly, and
she recovered. She was the rib of 2 man
who commanded a vessel belonging to
Helvoetsluys. He was just going out of
port on a voyage, when she, hearing he
had got a mistress with him followed him
in an open boat. As soon as she had got
on the quarter-deck, she flew at her hus-
band, and‘attempted to strike him with
such impetuosity, that he thought it most
prudent to slip on one side, and let her
make the impression of her fingers upon
the waves rather than his face; he was
not much out in his ideas of the conse-
quence ; for meeting no opposition, she
went directly overboard, and it was my
unfortunate lot to lay the foundation for
brm%mg this happy pair together again.

“* L can easily conceive with what exe-
crations the hushand loaded me with,
when, upon his return, he found this gen-
tle creature waiting his arrival, and learn-
ed the means by which she came into the
world again. However, greatas theinjury
is which I have done this poor devil, T
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hope he will die in charity with me,as my
motive was good, though the consequences
to him are, it must be confessed, horrible.”

CHAPTER XVI.

This is a very short chapter, but confains a fact for
which the Baron's memory ought to be dear to every
Englishman, especially those who may hereafier have
the misfortune of being made prisoners of war.

Ox my return from Gibraltar, I travelled
by way of France to England. Being a
foreigner, this was not attended with any
inconvenience to me. I found in the har-
bour of Calais a ship just arrived, with a
number of English sailors, as prisoners of
war. ‘I immediately conceived an idea of
giving these brave fellows their liberty,
which I accomplished as follows.—After
; forming a pair of large wings, each of them
i i forty yards long, and fourteen wide, and
i -

annexing them to myself, I mounted at
break of day, when every creature, even
the watch upon deck was fast asleep. As
I hovered over the ship, I fastened three x
grappling irons to the tops of the three
masts, with my sling, and fairly lifted her
several yards out of the water, and then
proceeded across to Dover, where I arriv-
ed in half an hour! Having no farther
occasion for these wings, I made them a
present to the governor of Dover castle,

A ————
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where they are now exhibited to the cu-
rious.

As to the prisoners, and the Frenchmen
who guarded them, they did not awake till
they had been near two hours on Dover
Pier. The moment the English under-
stood their situation, they changed places
with their guard, and took back what they
had been plundered of, but no more, for
they were too generous to retaliate, and
plunder them in return.

CHAPTER XVIL
Voyage easiward—The Baron iniroduces a friend,
who never deceived him; wins a hundred guineas
by pinning his faith upon that friend’s nose—Game
started af sea—=Some ofher circumstances, which
will, at is hoped, afford the reader no small degree of
amusement.
Iy a voyage which I made to the EastIn-
dies with Captain Hamilton, I took a fa-
vourite pointer with me: he was, to usea
common phrase, worth his weight in gold,
for he never deceived me. One day when
we were, by the best observations we could |
make, at least three hundred leagues from
land, my dog pointed : I observed him for
near an hour with astonishment, and men-
tioned the circumstance to the captain
and every officer on board, asserting, that
we must be near land, for my dog smelt

|
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ﬁame. This occasioned a general laugh ;
ut that did not alter in the least the good
opinion I had of my dog. After much con-
versation pro and con, I boldly told the
captain, I placed more confidencein Trav’s
nose than I did in the eyes of every sea-
man on board ; and therefore boldly pro-
posed laying the sum I had agreed to pay
for my passage (viz.one hundred guineas)
that we should find game within half an
hour. The captain (agood hearty fellow)

‘ laughed again, desired Mr. Crawford, the
|' surgeon, who was prepared, to feel my
pulse: he did so, and reported me in per-
fect health. The following dialogue be-
i tween them took place: I overheard it,
though spoken low, and at some distance.

Captain. His brain is turned : I cannot
with honour accept his wager.
| Surgeon. 1 am of a different opinion; he
| is qaite sane, and depends more upon the

scent of his dog, than he will upon the
judgment of all the officers on board ;
he will certainly lose, and he richly
merits it.

Captain. Such a wager cannot be fair on
my side; however, I'll take him up, if I I
return his money afterward.

During the above conversation, Tray {
continued in the same situation, and con- l

—a==

o




BARON MUNCHAUSEN. 89

firmed me still more in my former opinion.
I proposed the wager a second time: it
was then accepted.

Done ! and Done! were scarcely said
on both sides, when some sailors who were
fishing in the long-boat, which was made
fast to the stern of the ship, harpooned an
exceeding large shark, which they brought
on board, and began to cut up for the pur-
pose of barrelling the oil, when behold,
they found no less than siz brace of live
partridges in this animal’s stomach.

They had been solong in that situation,
that one of the hens was setting upon four
eggs, and afifth was hatching when the
shark was opened!!! [This young bird
we brought up, by placing it with a litter
of kittens that came into the world a few
minutes before ! The old cat was as. fond
of it as any of her own four-legged pro-
geny, amf made herself very unhappy
when it flew out of her reach till it re-
turned again. As to the other partridges,
there were four hens amongst them ; one
or more were, during the voyage, con-
stantly sitting, and consequently we had
plenty of game at the Captain’s table ; and
n gratitude to poor Tray (for being a
means of winning one hundred guineas) I
ordered him the bones daily and some-
times a whole bird,
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CHAPTER XVIIL

A second visit (but an accidental one ) to the moon—
The ship driven by a whirlwind a thousand leagues
above the surface of the water where a new atmos.
phere meets them, and carries them inio a capacious
harbour in the moon—A description of the inhabi-
tants, and their manner of coming into the binarias
world—Animals, customs, weapons of war, wines,
vegetables, §c.

A SECOND TRIP TO THE MOON.

I navE already informed you of one trip I
made to the moon, in search of my silver
hatchet: I afterward made another in a
much pleasanter manner, and staid in it
long enough to take notice of several things,
which I will endeavour to describe as ac-~
curately as my memory will permit.

I went on a voyage of discovery, at the
request of a distant relation, who had a
strange notion that there were people to be
found equal in magnitude 1o those déscrib-
ed by Gulliver in the empire of Brospig-
NAG. For my own part I always treated
that account as fabulous; however, to
oblige him, for he had made me his heir, I
undertook it, and sailed for the South Seas,
where we arrived without meeting any
thing remarkable, except some flying men
and women who were playing at leap-frog,
2nd dancing minuets in the air.

On the ecighteenth day after we had
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passe the island of Otahecite, mentioned
by Captain Cook as the place from whence
they brought Omai, a hurricane blew our
ship at least one thousand leagues above
the surface of the water, and kept it at
that height till a fresh gale arising filled
the sails in every part, and onward we tra-
velled at a prodigious rate ; thus we pro-
ceeded above the clouds for six weeks. At
last we discovered a great land in the sky,
like a shining island, rcund and bright;
where coming into a convenient harbour,
we went on shore, and soon found it was
inhabited. Below us we saw another earth,
containing cities, trees, mountains, rivers,
seas, &c. which we conjectured was this
world which we had left. Here we saw
huge figures riding upon vultures of a pro-
dmlous size, and cach of them having three
heads. To form some idea of the magni-
tude of these birds, I must inform you that
each of their wings are as wide and six
times the length of the main sheet of our
vessel, which was about six hundred tons
burthen. Thus, instead of riding upon
horses, as we do in this world, the inhabi
tants of the Moon (for we now found we
were in madam Luna) fly wbout on these
birds. The king we found was engaged in
a war with the Sun, and he offered me a
commission, but I declined the Eonour his
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majesty intended me. Every thing in this
world is of extraordinary magnitude; a
common flea being much larger than one
of our sheep; in making war, their prin- .
eipal weapons are radishes, which are used
as darts ; those who are wounded by them
die immediately. Their shields are made
of mushrooms, and their darts (when ra-
dishes are out of season) of the tops of as-
paragus. Some of the natives of the dog-
star are to be seen here ; commerce tempts
them to ramble : their faces are like large
mastiffs, with their eyes near the lower end
or tip of their noses ; they have no eye-lids
but cover their eyes with the end of their
tongues when they go to sleep: they are
generally twenty feet high. As to the na-
tives of the Moon, none of them are less in
stature than thirty-six feet: they are not
called the human species but the cooking
animals, for they all dress their food by
fire, as we do, but lose no time at their
meals, as they open their left side, and
place the whole quantity at once in their
stomach, then shut it again till the same
day in the next month ; for they neverin-
dulge themselves with food more than
twelve times in a year, or once a month.
All but gluttons and epicures must prefer
this method to ours.

There is but one sex either of the cook-




BARON MUNCHAUSEN. 93

ing or any other animals in the Moon;
they are all produced from trees of va-
rious sizes and foliage : that which pro-
duces the cooking animal, or human spe-
cies, is much more beautiful than any of
the others; it has large straight boughs
and flesh coloured leaves, and the fruit it
produces are nuts or pods, with hard shells
at least two yards long: when they be-
come ripe, which is known from chang-
ing colour, they are gathered with great
care, and laid by as long as they think
proper: when they choose to animate the
seed of these nuts, they throw them into
a large cauldron of boiling water, which
opens the shells in a few hours and out
Jumps the creature.

Nature forms their minds for different
pursuits before they come into the world;
from one shell comes forth a warrior, from
another a philosopher, from a third a di-
vine, from a fourth a lawyer, from a fifth
a farmer, from a sixth a clown, &e. &e.
and each of them immediately begin to
perfect themselves, by practising what
they before knew only in theory.

When they grow old, they do not die,
but turn into air, and dissolve like smoke!
As for their drink, they need nooe; the
only evacnations they have are insensible
and by their breath. They have but one
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finger upon each hand, with which they
perform every thing in as perfect a man-
ner as we do who have four besides the
thumb. Their heads are placed under
their right arm; and when they are go-
ing to travel, or about any violent exer-
cise, they generally leave them at home,
for they can consult them at any distance :
this is a very common practice ; and when
those of rank or quality among the Luna-
rians have an inclination to see what’s
going forward among the common people,
they stay at home, i. e. the body stays at
home, and sends the head only, which is
suffered to be present incog. and return
at pleasure with an account of what has
passed.

The stones of their grapes are exactly
like hail ; and, I am perfectly satisfied,
that when a storm or high wind in the
Moon shakes their vines, and breaks the
grapes from the stalks, the stones fall
down and form our hail showers. I would
advise those who are of my opinion, to
save a quantity of these stones when it
hails next, and make Lunarian wine. It
is a common beverage at St. Luke’s.
Some material circumstances I had
nearly omitted. They put their bellies
to the same use as we do a sack, and
throw whatever they bave occasion for
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into it, for they can shut and open it again
when they please, as they do their sto-
machs: theyare not troubled with bowels,
liver, heart or any other intestines; nei-
ther are they encumbered with clothes,
nor is there any part of their bodies un-
seemly or indecent to exhibit.

Their eyes they can take in and out of
their places when they please, and can
see as well with them in their hand as in
their head ! and if by any accident they
lose or damage one, they can borrow or
purchase another, and see as clearly with
it as their own.—Dealers in eyes are on
that account very numerous in most parts
of the Moon, and in this article alone all
the inhabitants are whimsical ; sometimes
green and sometimes yellow eyes are the
fashion. ‘I know these things appear
strange ; but if the shadow of a doubt can
remainon any person’smind, I say, let him
take a voyage there himself, and then he
will know I am a traveller of veracity.

CHAPTER XIX.

The Baron crosses the Thames without the as-
sistance of a bridge, ship, boat, or balloon, or
even his own will; rouses himself after a long
nap, and destroys a monster who lived upon
the destruction of others.,

My first visit to England was about the
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beginning of the present king’s reign, I
had occasion to go dowa to Wapping, to
see some goods shipped, which I was
sending to some friends at Hamburgh :
after that business was over, I took the
Tower Wharf in my way back. Here I
found the sun very powerful; and I was
so much fatigued that I stepped into one
of the cannon to compose me, where T fell
fast asleep. This was about noon: it was
the fourth of June ; exactly at one o’clock
these cannon were all discharged in me-
mory of the day: they had been all charged
that morning : and having no suspicion
of my situation, I was shot over the
houses on the opposite side of the river
into a farmer’s yard, between Bermondsey
and Deptford, where I fell upon a large
hay-stack, without waking, and continu-
ed there in a sound sleep till hay became
s0 extravagantly dear (which was about
three months after), that the farmer found
it his interest to send his whole stock to
market: the stack I was reposing upon
was the largest in the yard, containing
above five bundred load; they began to
cut that first. I waked (with the voices
of the people who had ascended the lad-
ders to begin at the top) and got up, to-
tally ignorant ot my situation : in attempt-
ing to run away, 1 fell upon the farmer to
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whom the hay belonged, and broke his
neck, yet received no injury myself! I
afterward found, to my great consolation,
that this feHow was a most destible cha-

Tacter, always keeping the produce of his

grounds for extravagant markets
CHAPTER XX.

T'he Baron slips through the world ; after paying a
vist lo Mount Etna, he finds himself in the South
Sea ; visits Vulean in his pa sage ; gels on board a
Dutchman ; arrives at an island of Cheese, sur-
rounded by a sea of Milk; describes some very ex-
traordinary objects— Lose their compass ; their ship
slips between the teeth of a fish unknown in this
part of the world ; their difiiculty in escaping from
thence ; arrives in the Caspian Sea—Starves a bear
todeath— A fewwaisteoat anecdutes—In this chap-
ter, which is the longest, the Baron moralizes upon
the varture of veracity

Mg. Brypoxe’s Travels to Sicily, which
T had read with great pleasnre ; induced
me to pay a visit to Mount Etna; my
voyage to this place was not attended
with any thing worth relating. One morn-
ing early, three or four days after my ar-
rival, T set out from a cottage where I had
slept, within six miles of the foot of the
mountain, determined, to explore the in-
ternal parts, if I perished in the attempt.
After three hours hard labour I found my-




T ey e e

98 TRAVELS OF

self at the top; it was then as it had been
for upwards of three weceks, raging; its
appearance in this state has been so fre-
quently noticed -by different travellers,
that I will not tire you with descriptions
of objectsyou-are already acquainted with.
I walked round the edge of the crater,
which appeared to be at least as capa-
cious as the Devil’s Punch Bowl near
Petersfield, on the Portsmouth road but
not so broad at the bottom, as in that part
it resembles the contracted part of a fun-
nel more than a punch-bowl. At last,
having made up my mind, in Isprang feet
foremost: I soon found myself in a
warm birth, and my body bruised and
burnt in various parts by the red-
hot cinders, which, by their violent
ascent, opposed my descent ; however, my
weight soon brought me to the bottom,
where I found myself in the midst of noise
and clamour mixed, with the most horrid
imprecations ; afterrecovering my senses,
and feeling a reduction in my pain, I be-,
gan to look about me. Guess, gentlemen,
my astonishment, when I found myself in
the company of Vulcan and his cyclops
who had been quarrelling for three weeks
before mentioned, about the ohservation
of good order and due subordination, and
which had occasioned such alarms for that
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space of time in the world above. How-
ever, my arrival restored good peace to the
whole society, and Vulcan himselfdid me
the honour of applying plaster to my
wounds, which healed them immediately ;
he also placed refreshments before me, par-
ticularly nectar, and other rich wines,
such as the gods and goddesses only aspire
to. After this repast was over, Vulcan
ordered Venus to show him every indul-
gence which my situation required. To
describe the apartment and couch on
which I reposed, is totally impossible,
therefore [ will not attempt it : let it suffice
to say, it exceeds the power of language
todoitjustice, orspeak of that kind hearted
goddess in any terms equal to her merit.
Vulcan gave me a very concise account
of Mount Etna: he said it was nothing
more than an accumulation of ashes
thrown from his forge ; that he was fre-
quently obliged to chastise his people, at
whom, in his passion, he made it a prac-
tice to throw red-hot coals at home, which
they often parried with great dexterity,
and then threw them up into the world,
to place them out of his reach, for they
never attempted to assault him in return,
by throwing them back again: our quar-
rels, added he, last-sometimes three or
four months, and these appearances of
[+
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coals or cinders in the werld are what I
! find you mortals call eruptions. Mount Ve-
! suvius, he assured me, was another of his
i | shops, to which he had a passage three
i hundred and fifty leaguesunder the bed of
the sea, where similar quarrels produced
k similar eruptions. I should have continued
here as an humble attendant upon Madam
, Venus ; but some busy tatlers, who delight
J in mischief, whispered a tale in Vulcan’s
i ear, which roused him in a fit of jealously
not to be appeased. Without the least pre-
11l vious notice, he took me one morning under
i his arm, as I was waiting upon Venus
i agreeable to custom, and carried me to an
appartment I had never before seen, in
which there was to all appearance a well,
with a wide mouth : over this he held me
at arm’s length, and saying, ** Ungrateful
I mortal, return to theworld from whence you
came ;” without giving me the least oppor-
| tunity of replydropped me inthe centre. I
l found myelf descending with anincreasing |
" rapidity, till the horror of my mind depri-
ved meofall reflection. I suppose I fellinto
atrance ; from which I was suddenly rous-
ed, by plunging into a large body of water
illuminated by the rays of the sun!
I could from my infancy swim well, and
play tricks in the water. I now found
myself in paradise, considering the hor-

—
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rors of mind I had just been released from,
After looking about me some time, I could
discover nothing but an expanse of sea,
extending beyond the eye in every direc-
tion ; T also found it very cold, a different
climate from Master Vulcan’s shop. At
last I observed at some distance a body of
amazing magnitude, like a huge rock ap-
proaching me: I soon discovered it to be
a peice of floating ice; I swam round it
till I found a place where I could ascend
to the top, which I did, but not with~
out some difficulty. Still I was out of sight
of land, and despair returned with double
force: however, before night came on, [
saw a sail which we approached very fast ;
when it was within a very small distance,
I hailed them in German ; they answered
in Dutch; I then flung myselfinto the sea,
and they threw out a rope, by which I
was taken on board. I now enquired
where we were and was informed, in the
great Southern Ocean ; this opened a dis-
covery which removed all my doubts and
difficulties. It was now evident thatl
had passed from Mount Etna through the
centre of the earth to the South Seas: this
gentlemen was amuchshorter cutthangoing
round the world, and which no man has ac-
complished, or ever attempted but myself :
however, the next time I perform it, I wil}
be more particularin my observations.
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I took some refreshment, and went fo
rest. The Dutch are a very rude sort of
people ; I related the Etna passage to the
officers, exactly as I have done to you;
and some of them, particularly the captain,
seemed by his grimace and half-sentances
to doubt my varacity : however, as he had
kindly taken me on board his vessel, and
was then in the very act of administering
to my neccessities, I pocketed the affront.

Inow in my turn began to inquire where
they were bound? To which they answer-
ed, they were in search of new discove-
ries; “and if,” said they, * your story is
true a new passage is really discovered, and
we shall not return disappointed.” we were
now exactly in Captain Cook’s first track,
and arrived the next morning in Botany
Bay. This place I would by no means
recommend to the English government as
a receptacle for felons, or place of punish-
ment ; it should ratber be the reward of
merit, nature having most bountifully be-
stowed her best gifts upon it.

‘We staid here butthree days; the fourth
after our departure, a most dreadful storm
arose, which in a few hours destroyed
all our sails, splintered our bowsprit, and
brought down our topmast; it fell directly
upon the box that inclosed our compass,
which, with the compass, was broken to
pieces. Every one who has been at sea
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knows the consequences of such a misfor-
tune: we were now at a loss where to
steer. * At length the storm abated, which
was followed by a steady brisk gale, that
carried us at least at forty knots an hour
for six months! [we should suppose the
Baron has made a little mistake, and sub-
stituted months for days | when we began
to observe an amazing change in every
thing about us; our spirits became light
our noses were regaled with the most
aromatic eflfluvia imaginable ; the sea had
also changed its complexion, and from
green became white!! Soon after these
wonderful alterations we saw land, and
not any great distance an inlet, which we
sailed up near sixty leagues, and foand
it wide and deep, flowing with milk of
the most delicious taste. Here we landed,
and soon found it was an island consist-
ing of one large cheese : we discovered this
by one of the company fainting away as
soon as we landed ; this man always had
an aversion to cheese.” When he recovered
he desired the cheese to be taken from
under his feet; upon examination we
found him perfectly right, for the whole
island, as before observed, was nothing
but a cheese of immense magnitude!
Upon this the inhabitants, who are amaz-
ingly numerous, principally sustain them-
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selves, and it grows every night in pro-
portion as it is consumed in the day.
Here seemed to be plenty of vines, with
bunches oflarge grapes, which, upon being
pressed yielded nothing but milk. We saw
the inhabitants running races upon the
sarface of the milk : comely figures, nine
feet high, have three legs, and but one
arm : upon the whole their form was grace-
ful : and when they quarrel, they excercise
astraight horn, which grows in adults from
the centre of their foreheads, with great
adroitness : they did not sink at all, but
ran and walked upon the surface of the
milk, as we do upon a bowling-green.
Upon this island of cheese grows great
plenty of corn, the ears of which produce
loaves of bread ready made, of a round
form like mushrooms. We discovered in
in our rambles over this cheese, seven-
teen other rivers of milk, and ten of wine.
After thirty-eight day’s journey on the
opposite side to that on which we landed:
here we found some blue mould, as cheese
eaters callit, from whencespring all kinds of
rich fruit; instead of breeding mites, it
produced peaches, nectrines,apricots, and
a thousand delicious fruits, which we are
not accquainted with. In these trees,
which are of an amazing size, were plenty
of birds’ nests; amongst others was a king-
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fishers, of prodigious magnitade; it was
at least twice the circumference of the
dome of St Paul’s church in London ; upon
inspection, this tree was made of huge
trees, curiously joined together: there was
let me see (for I make it a rule always to
speak within compass),there were upwards
of five hundred eggs in this nest, and each
of them wasg as large as four common hogs-
heads or eight barrels,and we could not
only see but hear the young ones chirping
within. Having, with great fatigue, cut
open one of these eges, we let out a young
one unfeathered, considerably larger than
thirty full-grown vultures. Just as we had
given this youngster his liberty, the old
king-fisher lighted, and seizing our Cap-
tain who had been active in breaking the
ege, in one of her claws, flew with him
above a mile high, and then let him drop
into the sea, but not till she had beaten all
his teeth out of his mouth with her wings.

Dutchmen generally swim well: he
soongd joined us, and we retreated fo our
ship. On our return we took a different
route, and observed many strange objects.
We shot two wild oxen, each with one
horn, also like the inhabitants, except
that it sprouted from hetween the eyes of
these animals; we were afterward,con-
ecerned at having destroyed them, as we




i

106 TRAVELS OF

found, by inquiry, they tamed these crea-
tures, and used them as we do horses, to
ride upon and draw their carriages; their
flesh, we were informed, is excellent, but
useless, where people lived upon cheese
and milk. When we had reached within
two days’ journey of the ship, we observ-
ed three men hanging to a tall tree by the
heels : upon inquiricg the cause of their
punishment, I found they had all been
travellers, and upon their return home
had deceived their friends, by describing
places they never saw, and relating things
that never happened: this gave me no
concern, as I have ever confined myself to
Sacts.

As soon as we arrived at the ship. we
unmoored, and set sail from this extraor-
dinary country, when, to vurastonishment,
all the trees upon shore. of which there
were a great number very tall and large,
paid their repects to us twice, bowing to
exact time, and immediately recovered
their former posture, which was quite erect.

By what we could learn of this CHEESE,
it was considerably larger than the conti-
nent of all Europe.

After sailing three months we knew not
where, being still without compass, we ar-
rived in a sea which appeared to be al-
most black ; uper tasting it, we found it
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most excellent wine, and had great diffi-
culty to keep the sailors from gelting
drunk with it: however, in a few hours,
we found ourselves surrounded by whales
and other animals of an immense magni-
tude, one of which appeared to be too
large for the eye to form a judgment of :
we did not see him till we were close to
him. This monster drew our ship, with
all her masts standing, and sails bent, by
suction into its mouth, between its teeth,
which were much larger and taller than
the mast of a first-rate man of war. After
we had been in his mouth some time, he
apened it pretty wide, took in an immense
quantity of water, and floated our vessel
which was at least 500 tons burthen, into
his stomach: here welay as quiet asat an
chorinadead calm, The air, o be sure, was
rather warm, and very offensive. We
found anchors, cables, boats, and barges in
abundance, and a considerable number of
ships, some laden and some not, which
this creature had swallowed. Every thing
was transacted by torch-light: no sun, no
moon, no planet, to make observations
from. We were all generally afloat and
aground twice aday : whenever he drank,
it became high-water with us; and when
he evacunated, wefound ourselvesaground:
upon a moderate computation, he took in
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more water al a single draught than is
generally to be found in the Lake of Ge-
neva, though that is above thirty miles in
circumference, On the second day of
our confinement in these regions of dark-
ness, I ventured at low water, as we call
it, when the ship was aground, to ramble
with the Captain, and a few of the other
officers, with lights in our hands : we met
with people of all nations, to the amount
of upwards of ten thousand; they were
going to hold a council how to recover
their liberty ; some of them having lived
in this animal’s stomach several years.
There were several children here who had
never seen the world, their mothers hav-
ing lain in repeatedly in this warm situa-
tion. Just as the chairman was going to
inform us of the business upon which we
were assembled, this plaguy fish, becoming
thirsty, drank in his usual manner: the
water poured in with such impetuosity,
that we were all obliged to retreat to our
respeciive ships immediately, or run the
risk of being drowned ; some were oblig-
ed to swim for it, and with difficulty saved
their lives. In a few hours after we were
more fortunate ; we met again just after
the monster had evacuated. Iwas chosen
chairman, and the first thing I did was to
propose splicing two main-masts together;
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and the next time he opened his mouth,
to be ready to wedge them in, so asto pre-
vent his shatting it. It was unanimously
approved. Onpe hundred stout men were
chosen upon this service. We had scarce-
ly got our masts properly prepared, when
an opportunity offered ; the monster open-
ed his mouth ; immediately the top of the
mast was placed against the roof, and the
other end pierced his tongue, which effec-
tually prevented him from shutting his
mouth. As soon as every thing in his
stomach was afloat we manned a few boats,
who rowed themselves and us into the
world. The day light, after, as near as
we could judge, three months confinement
in total darkness, cheered our spirits sur-
prisingly. When we had all taken our
leave of this capacious animal, we muster-
ed just a fleet of ninety-five ships, of all
nations, who had been in this confined
situation.

We left the two masts in his mouth, to
prevent others being confined in the same
horrid gulf of darkness and filth. Our
first object was to learn what part of the
world we were in: this we were for some
time at a loss to ascertain ; at lastI found,
from former observations, that we were
in the Caspian Sea, which washes part of
the country of the Calmuck Tartars, How
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we came here, it was impossible to con-
ceive, has this sea as no communication
with any other. One of the inhabitants
of the Cheese Island, whom I had brought
with me, accounted for it thus :—that the
monster, in whose stomach we had been
50 long confined, had carried us here
through some subterraneous passage; how-
ever, we pushed to shore, and I was the
first whe landed. Justas I put my foot
upon the ground, a large bear leaped up-
on me, with his fore-paws, I caught one
in each hand, and squeezed him {ill he
cried out most lustily; however, in this
position I held him till I starved him to
death. You may laugh, gentlemen, but
this was soon accomplished, as I prevented
him licking his paws. From hence I tra-
velled up to St. Petershurgh a second
time : here an old friend gave me a most
excellent pointer, descended from the
famous bitch before-mentioned, that lit-
tered while she was hunting a hare. I
had the misfortune to have him shot soon
after by a blandering sportsman, who
fired at him instead ofa covey of partridges
which he had just set. Of this creature’s
skin T have had this waistcoat made
(shewing his waistcoat), which always
leads me involuntarily to game if I walk

in the fields in the proper season, and
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when T come within shot, one of the buttons
constantly flies off, and lodges upon the spot
where the sport 1s; and, as the birds rise,
being always primed and cocked, I never
missthem. Here are now butthree buttons
left. 1 shall have a new set sewed on
against the shooting season commences.
When a covey of partridges is disturb-
ed in this manner, by the bufton falling
amongst them, they always rise from the
ground in a direct line before each other.
I one day, by forgetting to take my ram-
rod out of my gun, shot it straight through
a leash, as regular as if the cook had spit-
ted them : I had forgot to putin any shot,
and the rod had been made so hot with
the powder, that the birds were complete-
ly roasted by the time I reached home.
Sinee my arrival in England I have ac-
complished what I had very much at
heart, viz. providing for the inhabitant of
the Cheese Island, whom I had brought
with me. My old friend, Sir William
Chambers, who is entirely indebted to me
for all his ideas of Chinese gardening, by
a description of which he has gained such
high reputation; I say, gentlemen, in my
discourse which I had with this gentleman,
heseemed muchdistressed foracontrivance
to light the lamps at the new buildings,
Somerset.House ; the common mode with
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ladders, he observed, was both dirty and
incenvenient. My native of the Cheese
Island popped into my head ; he was only
nine feet high when I first bronght him
from his own country, but was now in-
creased to ten and a half: I intro-
duced him to Sir William, and he is ap-
{ - pointed to that honourable office. He is
also to carry, under a large cloak, an uten-
! sil in each coat pocket, instead of those
(f four which Sir William has very properly
| fixed for private purposes in so conspicu-
| ous a situation, the great quadrangle.
‘ He has also obtained from Mr, Pirt, the
| situation of messenger to his Majesty's
lords of the bedchamber, whose principal
employment will now be divulging the
! secrets of the Royal Household to their
|| 18" worthy Patron.

t )
E’i ! SUPPLEMENT.

Extraordinary flight, on the back of an eagle, over
France to Gibrallar, South and North Amer ica, !
the Polar Regions, and back to England, within !
six-and-thirty hours.
| ABout the beginning of his present majes-
; ty’s reign, I had some business with a dis-
| tant relation who then lived in theisle of
Thanet; it was a family dispute and not
likely to be finishedscon. I made ita prac-
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tice during my residence there, the weather
being fine, to walk outevery morning. After
a few of these excursions, I observed anob-
Ject upon an eminence about three miles
distant ; I extended my walk to, and found
theruins of an ancient temple ; I approach-
ed it with admiration and astonishment ;
the traces of grandeur and, magnificence,
which yet remained were evident proofs
of its former splendour; here I could not
help lamenting the ravages and devasta-
tionsoftime, of which thatoncenoble strue-~
ture exhibited such a melancholy proof.
I walked round it several times, medita-
ting on the flecting and transitory nature
ofall terrestrial things : onthe eastern end
were the remains ofalofty tower, near forty
feet high, overgrown with ivy, the top ap-
parently flat: I surveved it on every side
very minutely, thinking thatif I could gain
its summit, I should enjoy the most delight-
ful prospect of the circumjacent country.
Animated with thishope, I resolved if possi=
ble, to gain the sammit which I at length
eflfected, by means of the ivy, though not
without great difficulty and danger: the
top I found covered with this ever-green,
except a large chasm in the middle. After
I had surveyed with pleasing wonder the
beauties of art and nature that conspired
to enrich the scene, curiosity prompted




114 TRAVELS OF

me to sound the opening in the middle,
in order to ascertain its depth, as T enter-
tained a suspicion that it might probably
communicate with some unexplored sub-
terraneous cavern in the hill; but having
no line, I was at a loss how to proceed.
After revolving the matter in my thoughts
for some time, I resolved to drop a stone
down. and listen to the echo: having
found one that answered my purpose, I
placed myself over the hole with one foot
on each side, and stooping down to
listen. I dropped the stone; which I had
no sooner done than T heard a rustling
below, and suddenly a monstrous eagle
put up his head right opposite my face;
and rising up with irresistable force, car-
ried me away seated on its shoulders. |
instantly grasped it round the neck, which
was large enough to fill my arms ; andits
wings, when extended were ten yards
from one extremity to the other. As it
rose with a regular ascent, my seat was
perfeetly easy, and 1 enjoyed the prospect
below with inexpressible pleasure. It hov-
ered over Margate for some time, was
seen by several people, and many shots
were fired atit; one ball hit the heel
of mv shoe, but did me no injury. It
then directed its course to Dover cliff,
where it alighted, and I thought of dis-
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mounting, but was prevented by a sudden
discharge of musketry from a party of ma-
rines that were excercising on the beach ¢
the balls flew about my head, and rattled
on the feathers of the eagle likehail-stones;
yet I could not perceive it had received
any injury. 1t instantly reascended, and
flew over the sea towards Calais; but so
very high thatthe Channel seemed to be no
broader than the Thames at London-
bridge. In a quarter of an hour I found
myself over a thick wood in France, where
the eagle descended very rapidly, which
caused me to slip to the back part of its
head ; but alighting on a large tree, and
raising its head, I recovered my seat as
before, but saw no possibility of disenga-
ging myself without being killed by the
fall ; so I determined to sit fast, thinking
it would carry me to the Alps, or some
other high mountain, where I could dis-
mount without any danger. After resting
a few minutes, it took wing, flew several
times round the wood, and screamed
loud enough to be heard acrossthe English
Channel. In a few minutes, one of the
same speciesarose out of the wood and flew
directly towards us: it surveyed me with
evident marks of displeasure, and came
very near me. After flying several times
round, they both directed their course to
H :
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the southwest. I soon observed that the
one I rode upon could not keep pace with
the other, but inclined towards the earth,
on account of my weight: its companion
perceiving this, tarned round, and placed
itself in such a position that the othercould
rest its head on its rump: in this manner
they proeceeded till noon, when I saw the
rock of Gibraltar very distinctly. The day
being clear, notwithstanding my degree of
elevation, the earth’s surface appeared just
like a map, where land, sea, lakes, rivers,
mountains, and the like, were perfectly
distinguishable ; and having some know-
ledge of geography. I was atno loss to de-
termine what part of the globe I was in.

While I was comtemplating this wonder-
ful prospect, a dreadful howling suddenly
began all around me, and in a moment
I was invested by thousands of smallblack,
deformed, frightful-locking creatures, who
pressed me on all sides in such a manner
that I could neither move hand nor foot:
but I had not been in their possession
more than ten minutes, when I heard the
most delightful music that can possibly be
imagined: which was suddenly changed
into a noise the most awful and tremen-
dous, to which the report of cannon, or the
loudestclapsofthunder, would bearnomore
vroportion than the gentle zephyrs of the
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evening to the most dreadful hurricane:
but the shortness of its duration prevented
all those fataleffects which a prolongation
of it would certainly have been attended
with,

The music commenced, and I saw a
great number of the most beautiful little
creatures seize the other party, and throw
them with great violence into something
like a snuff-box, which they shut down,
and one threw it away with incredible
veloeity ; then turning to me, he said, they
whom he had secured were a party of de-
vils, who had wandered from their proper
habitation ; and that the vehicle in which
they were enclosed would fly with unaba-
ting rapidity for ten thousand years, when
it would burst of its own accord, and the
devils would recover their liberty and fa-
culties, as at the present moment. He had
no sooner finished this relation than the
music ceased, and they all disappeared,
leaving me in a state of mind bordering on
the confines of despair.

When I had recomposed myself a little,
and looking before me with inexpressible
pleasure, I observed that the eagles were
preparing to light on the peak of Teneriffe
ihey descended on the top of a rock ; but
seeing no possible means of escape if I
dismounted, determined me to remain




e r——

118 TRAVELS OF

where T was. The eagles sat down seem-
ingly fatizued, when the heat of the sun
soon caused them both to fall asleep;
nor did I long resist its facinating power.
In the cool of the evening, when the sun
had retired below the horizon, I was rous-
ed from sleep by the eagle moving under
me : and having stretched myself along
its back, I sat up and reassumed my tra-
velling position, when they both took wing,
and having placed themselves as before,
directed their course to South America.
The moon shining bright during the whola
night I had a fine view of all the islandg
in those seas.

About the break of day we reached the
great continent of America, that part call-
ed Terra Firma, and descended on the top
of a very high mountain. At this time the
moon, far distant in the west, and obscur-
ed by dark clouds, but just afforded light
sufficient for me to discover a kind of
shrubbery all around, bearing fruit some-
thing like cabbages, which the eagles be-
gan 1o feed on very eagerly. I endeavour-
ed to discover my situation, but fogs and
passing clouds involved me in the thick-
est darkness; and what rendered the
scene still more shocking, was the tre-
mendous howling of wild beasts, some of
which appeared to be very near; however
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1 determined to keep my seat, imagining
that the eagle would carry me away if
any of them should make an hostile at-
tempt. When daylight began to appear,
I thought of examining the fruit which I
had seen the eagles eat; and as some was
hanging which I could easily come at, I
took out my knife and cut a slice ; but
how great was my surprise to see that it
had all the appearance of roast beef regu-
larly mixed, both fat and lean! I tasted
it, and found it well flavoured and delici-
ous; then cut several large slices, and
put in my pocket, where I found a crust
of bread which I had brought from Mar-
gate ; took it out, and found three musket-
balls that had been lodged in it on Dover
¢liff. I extracted them and, cutting a few
slices more, made a hearty meal of bread
and cold beef fruit. I then cut down two
of the largest that grew near me, and ty-
ing them together with one of my garters,
hung them over the eagle’s neck for ano-
ther occasion, filling my pockets at the
same time. While I was settling these
affairs, I observed a large fruit like an in-
flated bladder, which I wished to try
an expefiment upon; and striking my
knife into one of them, a fine pure liquor
like Hollands gin gushed out, which the
eagles observing, eagerly drank up from
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the ground. I cut down the bladder as fast
ds I could, and saved about half a pint
in the bottom of it, which I tasted, and
could not distinguish it from the best
mountain wine. Idrank itall, and found
myself greater refreshed. By this time
the eagle began to stagger against the
shrubs. I endeavoured to keep my seat,
but was soon thrown to some distance
among the bushes. In attempling to rise,
I put my hand on a large hedge-hog,
which happened to lie among the grass
upon its back; it instantly closed round
my hand, so that I found it impossible
to shake it off. I struck it several times
against the ground without effect; but
while I was thus employed, I heard a
rustling among the shrubbery, and look-
ing up, I saw a huge animal within three
yards of me: I could make no defence,
but held out both my hands, when it
rushed upon me, and seized that on
which the hedge-bog was fixed. My
hand being soon relieved, I ran to some
distance, where I saw the creature sud-
denly drop down and expire with the
hedge-hog in his threat. When the
danger was past, I went to view the eagles,
and found them lying on the grass fast
asleep, being intoxicated with the liquor
they bad drank. Indeed I found myself




BaRON MUNCHAWSEN. 12t

considerably elevated by it, and seeing
every thing quiet, 1 began to search for
some more, which T soon found; and
having cut down twolarge bladders, about
a gallon each, 1 tied them together, and
hupg them over the neck of the other
eagle ; and two smaller ones I tied with a
cord round my own waist. Having se-
cured a good stock of provisions, and per-
ceiving the eagles begin to recover, I again
took my seat. In half an hour they rose
majestically from the place, without tak=
ing the least notice of their incumbrance.
— each reassumed its former station ; and
directing their course to the northward,
they crossed the Gulf of Mexico, entered
North America, and steered directly for
the polar regions, which gave me the
finestopportunity of viewing this vast con-
tinent that can possibly be imagined.
Before we entered the frigid zone, the
cold began to affect me ; but piercing one
of my bladders, I took a draught, and
found that it could make mo impressicn
on me afterward. Passing over Hudson’s
Bay, I saw several of the Company's ships
lying at anchor, and many tribes of In-
dians marching with their furs to market
By this time I was so reconciled to my
seat, and become such an expert rides
that I conld set up and look round me,
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bt in general Ilay along the eagle’s neck,
grasping it in my arms, with my hands
immersed in its feathers, in order to keep
them warm,

In these cold climates I observed that
the eagles flew with greater rapidity, in
order, I sappose, to keep their blood 1n
circulation. In passing Baffin's Bay I saw
several large Greenlandmen to the east-
ward, and many surprising mountains
of ice in those seas.

While I was surveying these wonders
of nature, it occurred to me that this was
a good opportunity to discover the north-
west passage, if any such thing existed,
and not only obtain the reward offered by
government, but the honour of a discovery
pregnant with so many advantages to
every European nation. But while my
thoughts were absorbed in this pleasing
reverie, I was alarmed by the first cagle
strikingitshead againsta solid transparent
substance ; and in a moment that which
I rode experienced the same fate; and
both fell down seemingly dead.

Here our lives must inevitably have ter-
minated, had not a sense of danger, and
the singularity of my situation, inspired
me with a degree of skill and dexterity,
which enabled us to fall near two miles
perpendioular with as little inconveniency
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as if we had been let down with a ropes

for no sooner did I perceive the eagles

strike against a frozen cloud, which is
Very common near the poles, than (they
being close together) I laid myself along
the back of the foremost, and took hold
of its wings to keep them extended, at the
same time stretching out my legs to sup-
port the wings of the other. This had
the desired effect; and we descended very
safe on a mountain of ice, which I sup-
posed to be about three miles above the
level of the sea.

I dismounted; unloaded the eagles ;
opened one of the bladders, and adminis-
tered some of the liquor to each of them
without considering that the borrors of
destruction seemed to have conspired
apainst me. The roaring of waves, crash-
ing of ice, and the howling of bears, con-
spired to form a scene {he most awful and
tremendous ; but notwithstanding this,
my concern for the recovery of the eagles
was so great, that I was insensible to the
danger to which I was exposed. Having
rendered them every assistance in my
power, I stood over themin painful anxie-
ty, full sensible that it was only by means
of them that I could possibly be delivered
from these abodes of despair.

But suddenly a monstrous bear began
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to roar behind me with a voice like thun-
der. 1 turned round, and seeing the
creature just ready to devour me, having
the bladder of liquor in my hands, through
fear [ squeezed it so hard, that it burst,
and the liquor flying in the eyes of the
animal, totally deprived it of sight. It
instantly turned from me, ran away in a
state of distraction, and soon fell over a
precipice of ice into the sea, where I saw
it no more,

The danger bemﬂ' over, I again turned
my attention to the eagles, w hom I found
in a fair way of recovery ; and suspecting
that they were faint for want of victuals,
I took one of the beef fruits, cutif into
small slices, and presented them with it,
which they devoured with avidity.

Having given them plenty to eat and
drink, and disposed of the remainder of
my provision, I took possession of my
scat as before. After composing myself
and adjusting every thing in the best man-
ner, I began to eat and drink very hearti-
ly; and through the effects of the moun-
tain, as I called it, was very cheerful, and
began to sing a few verses of asong, which
T had learned when I was a boy: but the
noise soon alarmed the eagles, who had
been asleep, through the quantity of li-
quor which they drank, and they arose
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seemingly much terrified. Happily for
me, however, when I was feeding ihem,
I had accidentally turned their heads to-
wards the south-east, which course they
pursued with a rapid motion. In a few
hours I saw the western isles, and soon
after had the inexpressible pleasure of
seeing Old England. T took no notice of
seas or islands over which I passed.

The eagles descended gradually as they
drew near the shore, intending, as 1 sup-
posed, to alight on one of the Welch
mountains : but when they came to the
distance of about sixty yards, two guns
were fired at them, loaded with balls, one
of which took place in a bladder, of li-
quor that hung to my waist ; the other
entered the breast of the foremost eagle,
who fell to the ground; while that which
I rode, having received mo injury, flew
away with amazing swiftness.

This circumstance alarmed meexceed-
ingly, and I began to think it was impos-
sible for me to csecape with my life ; but
recovering a little, I once more looked
down upon the earth ; when to my inex-
pressible joy, 1 saw Margate at a little
distance, and the cagle descending on the
old tower whence it had carried me on
the morning of the day before. 1t no
sooner came down, than I threw myself
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off, happy to find that I was once more
restored to the world. The eagle flew
away in a few minutes, and I satdown to
compose my fluttering spirits, which I
did in a few hours.

I soon paid a visit to my friends, and
related these adventures. Amazement
stood in every countenance; their con-
gratulations on my returning in safety
were repeated with an unaffected degree
of pleasure, and we passed the evening as
we are doing now, every person present
paying the highest compliments to my
Courace and VERACITY.

INTRODUCTION.
TO THE .
SECOND PART.

Baron MuwrcHAuseN has certainly been

productive of much benefit to the literary
world : the numbers of egregious travellers
have been such, thatthey demanded a very
Culliver to surpass them. If Baron de
Tott dauntlessly discharged an enormous
piece of artillery, the Baron Munchausen
has done more; he has taken it and
swam with it across the sea. When tra-
vellers are solicitous to be the heroes of
their own story, suarely they must submit




