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BARON MUNCHAUSEN. o1

away with the ship, she sprung a leak,
and the water poured in so fast, that all
Our pumps could not keep us from sink-
ing: it was, Lowever, my good fortune
to discover it fipsf, found it a Jarge
1ole about a foot diameter : you wil] na.
turally suppose this circumstance gives
me infinie pleasure, when [ inform you,
that this noble vesge] Was preserved, with
all its crew, by a most forfunate thought,
In short, T completely fil] it with my——,
without taking off gy small-cloths and
could have dispensed Tith it had it been
larger; nor wil) You be surprised when
Linform you,T am descended from Dytel
arents. [The Baropg ancestors haye
ut lately settjeq there: in another part
of his adventures, he boasts of royal
blood. ]
My situation, while I sat there, Wwas
rather cool, huy ¢ 1€ carpenter's art sgon
relieved e,

CHAPTER VIII

Bathes in 11, Mediterrancan—Meets gn Uuneza

pected COmpanion - Arpives m;ﬂiwtc?zﬁmmﬁy in

€ PeGions of heat and darkness, from which

ke is eaxtricqied by Dancing o hornpipe—

Frightens jig deliverers, and returns on share.

T was once ip great danger of being lost
in a most sing

ular manner in the Meciter-
D
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52 TRAVELS OF

ranean: T was bathing in that pleasant
sca near Marseilles, one summer’s after-
noon, when I discovered a very large fish,
with his jaws quite extended, approaching
me with the greatest velocity ; there was
no time to be lost, nor could I possibly
avoid him. Iimmediately reduced myself
to as small a size as possible, by closing
my feet and placing my hands also near
my sides, in which position I passed di-
rectly between his jaws, and into his sto-
mach, where [ remained some time in total
darkness, and comfortably warm, as you
may imagine ; at Jast it occurred to me,
that by giving him pain, he would be glad
to get rid of me : as I had plenty of room,
Iplayed my pranks, such as tumbling, hop,
step, and jump, &e. but nothing seemed to
disturb him so much as the quick motion
of my feet in attempting to dance a horn-
pipe : soon after I began, he put me out,
by sudden fits and starts: 1persevered; at
last he roared horridly, and stood up al-
most perpendicular in the water, with his
head and shoulders exposed, by which he
was discovered by the people on board an
ftalian trader, then sailing by, who har-
pooned him in a few minutes. Assoonas
he was brought on board, I heard the crew
consulting how they should cut him up, so
zs to preserve the greatest quantity of eil.
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BARON MUNCHAUSEN, 83

As T understood Ttalja
dreadfy] eapons

employed in this business shoylqd destroy

me also ; therefore Istood as near the cen-
tre as Possible, for there v
ora dozen men in thie

seeing a naked man walk
upright ot of his body : in short, gentle-

men, I told them the whole story, as [
aVe done you, whilst Amazement struck
them qum},,

After taking some refreshment,

bl
0my clothes, which lay where Thag
left the ; AS near as T can
calculate, I was near four hours and a half
confined j of this anima],
CHAPTER IX.
rkey, and upon the river Nile—
over Ca?z.vranti?.vap!o; shoots qf
down; findy 4 Lrench erpery.

Adventyre in Ty

£€s a ballogy,
and brings




