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BARON MUNCHAUSEN, 83

As T understood Ttalja
dreadfy] eapons

employed in this business shoylqd destroy

me also ; therefore Istood as near the cen-
tre as Possible, for there v
ora dozen men in thie

seeing a naked man walk
upright ot of his body : in short, gentle-

men, I told them the whole story, as [
aVe done you, whilst Amazement struck
them qum},,

After taking some refreshment,

bl
0my clothes, which lay where Thag
left the ; AS near as T can
calculate, I was near four hours and a half
confined j of this anima],
CHAPTER IX.
rkey, and upon the river Nile—
over Ca?z.vranti?.vap!o; shoots qf
down; findy 4 Lrench erpery.

Adventyre in Ty

£€s a ballogy,
and brings
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54 TRAVELS OF

mental philosopher suspended from it—Gaes on
aa embassy to Grand Cairo, and relurns upon
the Nile, where he is thrown into an unexpect-
ed situation, and detained six weeks.

Wuex T was in the service of the Turks, I
frequently amused myself in a pleasure
barge on the Marmora, which commands
a view of the whole city of Constantinople,
including the Grand Seignior’s seraglio.
One morning as 1 was admiring the beauty
and serenity of the sky, I observed a glo-
bular substance in the air, which appeared
to be about the size of a twelve-inch globe,
with somewhat suspended from it. Tim-

_mediately took up my largest and longest
barrel fowling-piece, which I never travel

or make evenan excursion withont, ifLcan
helpit: I charged with a ball and fired at
the globe; but to no purpose. the object be-
ing at oogreata distance. I then putina
double quantity of powder and five or six
balls, thissccond attemptsucceeded; all the
balls took effect, and tore one side open,
and brought it down. Judge my surprise,
when a most elegant gilt car, witha man in
it, and part of a sheep which seemed to
have been roasted, fell withintwo yards of
me : when my astonishment had in some
degree subsided, I ordered my people to
row close to this aerial stranger.

1 took him on board my barge (he wasa
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native of France): he was much indispos-
ed from his sudden fall into the sea, and
incapable of speaking; after some time,
however, he recovered, and. gave the fol-
lowing account of himself, viz. ¢About
Seven or eight days since, I cannot tell
which, forI have Jost my reckoning, having
been most of the time where the sun never
i seis, I ascended from the Land’s-end in
Cornwall, in the island of GREAT BriTAIN,
: in the car from which T have been just ta-

: Ken, suspended from a very large balloon,
A and took a sheep with me, 10 iry atmos-
pheric experiments upon : unfortunately
: the wind changed within ten minutes after
3 myascent : and, instead of driving towards
¢ Exeter  where I intended to land,
1 I was driven towards the sea, over which
2 I suppose T have continued ever since, but
i+ much too high to make observations.
4] ‘ The calls of hunger were so pressing,
% that the intendeq experiments upon heat
- and respiration gave way tothem, 1 was
5 obliged, on the third day, to kill the sheep
= for food , and being at that time lllimli.(‘]_}"
o above the moon, and for upwards of six.
i teen hourg after so very near the sun that
o 1t scorcheq my eye-brows, I placed the
of earcass, taking care to skin it first, in that
ne Part of the car where the sun had sufiicient
1o pbowel, or, in other words, where the bal-
5 a
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loon did not shade it from the sun, by
which method it was well roastedin about
two hours. This has been my food ever
since.’ Here he paused, and seemed lost
in viewing the objects about him. When
I teld him the buildings before us were the
Grand Seignior’s seraglio at Constantino-
ple, he seemed exceedingly affected. as he
had supposed himself in a very different
situation. *The cause; added he, ¢ of my
long flight, was owing to the failure of a
string, which was fixed to a valve in the
balloun, intended toletout theinflammable
air : andif it had not been fired at,and rent
in the manner before mentioned, I might,
like Mahomet, have been suspended be-
tween heaven and earth till dooms-day.

The Grand Seignior, to whom I was in-
troduced by the Imperial, Russian, and
French ambassadors, employed me to ne-
gotiate a matter of great importance at
Grand Cairo, and which was of such a na-
ture that it must ever remain a secret.

I went there in great state by land;
where having completed the business, Idis-
missed almost all my attendauts, and re-
turned like a private gentleman : the wea-
ther was delightful, and that famous river,
the Nile, was beautiful beyond all de-
seription ; in short, I was tempted to hire

abarge, todescend by water to Alexandria,
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BARON MUNCHAUSEN. 57

On the third day of my voyage the river

egan to rise most amazingly (you have all
heard L presume, of the annual overflow-
ing of the Nile), and on the next day it
Spread the whole country for many leagues
on each side! On the fifth at sunrise, my

arge hecame entangled with what 1 at
first took for shrubs; but as the light
became stronger, [ found myself suar-
rounded by almonds, which were perfectly
ripe, and in the highest perfection. Upon
plumbing with a line, my people found we
were at least sixty feet from the ground,
and unable to advance orretreat. Atabout
cight or nine o'clock, as near as I could
judge by the altitude of the sun, the wind
rose suddenly, and canted our barge on
one side : here she filled, and I saw no
more of her for some timo, Fortunately
we all saved ourselyes (six men and two
0ys) by clinging to the tree, the boughs
of which were equal to our weight, though
not to that of the barge: in this situation
¢ continued six weeks and three days,
living upon the almonds: T need not in-
T you we had plenty of water, On the
forty-seconq day of our distress, the water
fell as rapidly as it had risen, and on the
forty-sixth e were able to venture down
on terra firmg, Our barge was the first
Pleasing object We saw, about two hundred
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yards from the place where she sunk.
After trying every thing that was useful by
the heat of the sun, and loading ourselves
with necessaries from the stores on board,
we set out to recover our lost ground : and
found by the nearest caleulation, we had
been carried over garden-walls, and a va-
riety of inclosures, above one hundred and
fifty miles. In four days, aftera very tire-
some journey on foot, with thin shoes, we
reached the river, which was now confin-
ed to its banks, related our adventures to
a Bey, who kindly accommodated all our
wants, and sent us forward in a barge of
his own. In six days more we arrived at
Alexandria, where we took shidding for
Constantinople. I was received kindly by
the Grand Seignior, bad the honour of
seeing the seraglio, to which his highness
introduced me himself, and presented me
with as many ladies, his wife not excepted,
as I thought proper to select for my own
amusement, and that of my friends also.

CHAPTER X.
Pays a visit during the siege of Gibraltar to Tas old

Sfriend General Elliot—=Sinks a Spanish man of war
—Wakes an old woman on the African coast—De-
stroys all the enemy’s cannon ; frightens the Count
d’ Artois, and sends him to Paris—saves the lives
of two English spies with the identical sling that
Filled Goliah : and raises ths siege



