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yards from the place where she sunk.
After trying every thing that was useful by
the heat of the sun, and loading ourselves
with necessaries from the stores on board,
we set out to recover our lost ground : and
found by the nearest caleulation, we had
been carried over garden-walls, and a va-
riety of inclosures, above one hundred and
fifty miles. In four days, aftera very tire-
some journey on foot, with thin shoes, we
reached the river, which was now confin-
ed to its banks, related our adventures to
a Bey, who kindly accommodated all our
wants, and sent us forward in a barge of
his own. In six days more we arrived at
Alexandria, where we took shidding for
Constantinople. I was received kindly by
the Grand Seignior, bad the honour of
seeing the seraglio, to which his highness
introduced me himself, and presented me
with as many ladies, his wife not excepted,
as I thought proper to select for my own
amusement, and that of my friends also.

CHAPTER X.
Pays a visit during the siege of Gibraltar to Tas old

Sfriend General Elliot—=Sinks a Spanish man of war
—Wakes an old woman on the African coast—De-
stroys all the enemy’s cannon ; frightens the Count
d’ Artois, and sends him to Paris—saves the lives
of two English spies with the identical sling that
Filled Goliah : and raises ths siege
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BARON MUNCHAUSEN. 59

DurinG the late siege of Gibraltar, I went
Wwith aprovision-fleet under Lord Rodney’s
command to see my old friend General
Elliot, who has, by his distinguished de-
fence of that place, acquired laurels that
can never fade.  Afterthe usual joy which
geuerally attends the meeting of old friends
had subsided, I went to examine the state
of the garrison, and view the operations of
the enemy, for which purpose the General
accompanied me. I had brought a most
excellent refracting telescope with me
from London, purchased of Dolland, by
the help of which I found the enemy were
£0ing to discharge a thirty-six pounder at
the spot where we stood. 1 told the Ge.
neral what they were about; he looked
through the glass also, and found my con-
jectures right, I immediately, by his per-
mission, ordered a forty-eight pounder to
be brought from a neighbouring battery,
Which I placed with so much exactness
(having long studied the ait of gunnery)
that I was sure of my mark.

I continued watching the enemy till I
Saw the match placed at the touch-hole of
their piece ; atthat very instant I gave the
signal for our gun to be fired also.

About midway between the two pieces
of cannon, the balls struck each other with
Amazing force; and the effect was asto.
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” i nishing! Theenemy’s ball recoiled backwith
E‘ E [ such violence as to kill the man who had
! discharged it, by carrying his head fairly

[ off, with sixteen others, which it met with
‘ in its progress to the Barbary coast ; where
its force, after passing through three masts
of vessels that then lay in a line behind
each other in the harbour, was so much
spent, that it only broke its way through
the roof of a poor labourer’s hut,
about two hundred yards inland, and de-
‘ stroyed a few teeth a poor woman had left,
| who lay asleep upon her back with her
mouth open. The ball lodged in her
throat. Herhusband soonafter came home,
t and endeavoured to extract it; but find-
| ! ing that impracticable, by the assistance
of a rammer he foreed it into her stomach,
| from whence it was discharged downwards
; in a natural way. Our ball did excellent
I service ; for it not only repelled the other
| in the manner just described; but pro-
i ceeding as I intended it should, it dis-
. mounted the very piece of cannon that had
been just employed against us and forced
it into the hold of the ship, where it fell
with so much force as to break its way
through the bottom. Theship immediately
filled and sunk, with above a thousand
Spanish sailors on board, besides a con-
siderable number of soldiers. This, to be
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BARON MUNCHAUSEN. 61

sure, was a most extraordinary exploit,

Will not, however, take the whole merit
O myself; my judgment was the prin-
cipal engine, but chance assisted me a
little ; for [ afterwards found, that the
man whe charged our f{;rty-ei;;ht-poun'(l-
Cr put in, by mistake, a double quantity
ot powder, else we could never have suc-
ceeded so much beyond all expceta-
'lt)ion, especially in repelling the enemy’s
all,

General Elliot would have given me a
commission for this singular piece of ser-
vice ; but I declined every thing, except
his thanks, which Ireceived at a crowded
table of officers at supper on the evening
of that very day.

As I am very partial to the English, who
are beyond all doubt a braye people, I de-
termined not to take my leave of the gar-
rison till I hag rendered them another
piece of service, and in about three weeks
an opportunity presented itself. T dressed
myselfin the habit of Popish Priest, and
at about one o'clock in the morning stole
out of the garrison, passed the enemy’s
lines, and arriveq in the middle of their
camp; where I entered the tent in which
the Prince d’Artois was, with the com-
mander-in-chiet‘, and several other officers,
in deep council, concerting a plan to storm

the garrison next mornitg, My disguise
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was my protection ; they suffered me to
continue there, hearing every thing that
passed, till they went to their several beds.
‘When I found the whole camp, and even
the sentinal, were wrapped up in the arms
of Morpheas, I began my work, which was
that of dismounting all their cannon (about
three hundred pieces), [rom forty-eight to
twenty-four pounders, and throwing them
three leagues into the sea. Having no as-
sistance, [ found this the hardest task I
ever undertook, except swimming to the
oppusite shore with the famous Turkish
piece of ordnance, described by Baron de
Tott in his Memoirs, which I shall here-
after mention. I then piled all the car-
riages together in the centre of the camp,
which to prevent the noise of the wheels
being heard, I carried in pairs under my
arms; and a noble appearance they made,
as high at least as the rock of Gibralter. I
then lighted a match, by striking a flint
stone, situated twenty feet from the ground
(in an old wall, built by the Moors, when
they invaded Spain), with the breach of
an iron eight-and-forty pounder, and so
set fire to the whole pile. I forgot to in-
form you, that I threw all their ammuni-
iion-waggons upon the top.

Before 1 applied the lighted match, 1
had laid the combustables at the bottom, so
judiciously, that the whole was in a blaze
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in a moment. To prevent suspicion I was
one of the first to express my surprise,
he whole Camp was, as you may imagine,
Petrified with astonishment : the general
conclusion was that their sentinals had
been bribed, and that seven or eight regi-
ments of the garrison had heen employed
in this horrid destruction of thejr artillery.
Mr. Drinkwater, in his account of this fa-
mous siege, mention the enemy snstaining
a great loss by a fire which bappened in
their camp, but knew not the cause; how
should he? as I never divalged it before
(though I alone saved Gibralter by this
night’sbusiness), not evento General Elliot,
The Count d’Artois and al] his attendants
ran away in their fright and never stopped
one the road till they reached Paris, which
they did in about a fortnight ; this dreadful
conflagation had such an effect upon them,
thatthey were incapable of taking the least
refreshment forthree months after, but ca-
meleon-like, liyed upeon the air.
any gentleman will say he doubts the
truth of (his story, I will fine him a gallon
of brandy, ang make him drink it at one
draught s

About two months after I had done the
tsieged this service, one morning, as
Isat at breakf, et with General Elliot, ashell
(for I haq ot time 1o destroy their mortars,
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as well as their canunon) entered the
apartmentweweresittingin ; it lodged upon
our table ; the general as most men would
do, quitted the room directly, but T took it
up before it burst, and carried it to the top
of the rock ; when looking over the enemy’s
camp on an eminence near the sea-coast,
I observed a considerable number of peo-
ple, but could not with my naked eye dis-
cover how they were employed. I had re-
course again to my telescope, when I found
that two of our officers, one a general, the
other a colonel, with whom I had spent the
preceeding evening, and who went out into
the enemy’s camp about midnight as spies,
were taken and then were actually going
to be executed on a gibbet. I found the
distance too great to throw the shell with
my hand; but most fortunately recollect-
ing that I had the very sling in my pocket
which assisted David in slaying Goliah, I
placed the shell in it, and immediately
threw it in the midst of them : it burst as
it fell, and destroyed all present, except the
two culprits, who were saved by being sus-
pended so high, for they were just turned
off; however one of the pieces of the shell
flew with such force against the foot of the
gibbet, thatitimmediately brought it down,
Our two friends no sooner felt terra firma,
than they looked about for the cause ; and
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finding their guards, executioner and all,
had taken it in their heads 1o die first, they
directly extricated each other from their
disgraceful cords ; and then ran down to the
sea-shore, seized a Spanish boat with two
men in it, and made them row to one of
ourships, which they did with great safety ;
and in a few minutes after, when [ was re-
lating to General Eiliot how I had acted,
they both took us by the hand, and, after
mutualcongratulations, we retired to spend
the day with festivity,

CHAPTER XI.
An interesting uccount of the Baron's aucestors—A
quarrel relative to the spot where Noah built his ark
-—The history of the sling and ils properties—A
Javourite poet introduced upon no very reputable or-
casion—Queen Elizabeth’s abstinence—The Ba-
ron's father crosses from England to Holland upon
e marine horse which he sells far seven hundred
ducats.
You wish (I can see by your countenances)
Iwould inform you how I became possessed
ofsuch a treasure as the sling just men-
tioned. (Here facts must be held sacred.)
Thus then it was T am a descendant of the
wife of Uriah, whom we all know David was
intimate with ;she had several children by
his majesty ; they quarrelled once upona
matterof the firstconsequence, viz. the spot
where Noah's ark was built, and where it




