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CxxVi INTRODUCTION.

off, happy to find that I was once more
restored to the world. The eagle flew
away in a few minutes, and I satdown to
compose my fluttering spirits, which I
did in a few hours.

I soon paid a visit to my friends, and
related these adventures. Amazement
stood in every countenance; their con-
gratulations on my returning in safety
were repeated with an unaffected degree
of pleasure, and we passed the evening as
we are doing now, every person present
paying the highest compliments to my
Courace and VERACITY.

INTRODUCTION.
TO THE .
SECOND PART.

Baron MuwrcHAuseN has certainly been

productive of much benefit to the literary
world : the numbers of egregious travellers
have been such, thatthey demanded a very
Culliver to surpass them. If Baron de
Tott dauntlessly discharged an enormous
piece of artillery, the Baron Munchausen
has done more; he has taken it and
swam with it across the sea. When tra-
vellers are solicitous to be the heroes of
their own story, suarely they must submit
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to superiority, and blush at seeing them.
selves outdone by the renowned Mun-
chausen : I doubt whether any one hither-
to,Pantagruel,Gargantua,CaptainLemue.l,
or de Tott, has been able to outdo our
Baron in this species of exeellence: and
as at present our curiosity seems much
directed to the interior of Africa, it moust
be edifying to have the real relation of
Munchausen’s adventures there before
any farther intelligence arrives; for he
seems to adapt himself and his exploits to
the spirit of the times, and recounts what
he thinks should be most interesting to
his auditors.

1 do not mean to say that the Baron, in
the following stories, means a satire on
any political matters whatever. No; but
if the reader understands them so I can-
not help it.

1fthe Baron meets witha parcel of negro
ships carrying whites into slavery to work
upon their plantations in a cold climate,
should we therefore imagine that he in-
tends a reflection in the traffic of human
fiesh ? and -ti-at if the negroes should do
so, it would be simple justice, as retalia-
tion is the law of God! If we were to
think this a reflection on any present com-
mercial or political matter, we should be
tempted to imagine, perhaps, some politi-
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cal ideas conveyed in every page, in every
sentence of the whole. Whether such
things are or are not the intentions of the
Baron, the reader must judge.

We have had not only wonderful tra-
vellers in this vile world, but splenetic
travellers, and of these not afew, and also
conspicuous enough. It is a pity, there-
fore, that the Baron has not endeavoured
to surpass them in this species of story-
telling. Whoisit that can read the travels
of Smellfungus, as Sterne calls him, with-
out admiration? To think that a person
from the north of Scotland, should travel
through some of the finest countries in
Europe, and find fault with every thing
he meets—nothing to please him! And
therefore methinks the tour tothe Hebrides
is more excusable; and also perhaps Mr.
Twiss’s Tour in Ireland. Doctor Johnson,
bred in the luxuriance of London, with
more reason should become cross and
splenetic in the bleak and dreary regions
of the Hebrides.

The Baron, in the following work, seems
to be sometimes philosophical: his ac-
count of the language of the interior of
Africa, and its analogy with that of the
inhabitants of the moon, show him to be
profoundly versed in the etymological an-
tiquities of nations, and throw new light
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upon the abstruse history of the ancient
Seythians, and the Collectanea.

His endeavour to abolish the custom of
cating live flesh in the interior of Africa,
as described in Bruce’s Travels, is truly
humane. But far be it from me to sup-
pose, that by Gog and Magog, and the
Lord Mayor’s Show, he means a satire
upon any person, or body of persons what-
ever: or, by a tedious litigated ftrial of
blind judges and dumb matrons following
a wild goose chase all round the world,
he should glance at any trial whatever.

Nevertheless, I must allow that it was
extremely presumptuous in Munchausen
to tell half the sovereigns of the world
that they were wrong, and advise them
what they ought to do; and that instead
of ordering millions of their subjects to
massacre one another, it would be more
to their interest to employ their forces in
concert for thegeneral good : asif he knew
better than the Empress of Russia, the
Grand_Vizir, Prince Potemkin, or any
other butcher in the world. But that he
should be a royal Aristocrat, and take the
part of the injured Queen of France in
the present political drama, I am not at
all surprised ; and I suppose his mind was
fired by reading the pamphlet written by
Mr. Burke.
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BARON MUNCHAUSEN.

THE SECOND PART

e

CHAPTER XXL

! The Baron insists on the veracity of his former
Memoirs—Forms a design of making Disco-
veries in the Interior Farts of Africa—His

| Discourse with Hilaro Frosticos about it—His

Conversation with Lady Fragantia—The Ba-

yon goes with other persons of Distinction tp

Court ; relates an Anecdote of the Marquis de

Bellecourt.

! Arw that T have related before, said the
H Baron, is gospel: and if there be any one

{ so hardy as to deny it, 1 am ready to fight
i him with any weapon he pleases. Yes,
| ; cried he, in a more elevated tone as he

started from his seat, I will condemn him
to swallow this decanter, glass and all
perhaps, and filled with kerren-wasser [a
kind of ardent spirit distilled from cher-
ries, and much used in some parts of Ger-
many]. Therefore, my dear friends and
companions, have confidence in what I
say, and pay honour to the tales of Mun-
chausen. A traveller has a right torelate
and embellish his adventures as he pleases;
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and it is very unpolite to refuse that de-
fercnce and applause they deserve,

Having passed some time in England
since the completion of my former me-
moirs, I at length began to resolve in my
mind what a prodigious field of discovery
must be in the interior part of Africa. I
could not sleep with the thoughts of it: I
threrefore determined to gain every proper
assistance from government, to penetrate
the celebrated source of the Nile, and as-
sume the viceroyship of the interior king-
doms of Africa, or, at least, the great
realm of Monomotapa. It was happy fox
me that I had one most powerful friend at
court, whom I shall call the illustrious
Hilaro Frosticos. You perchance know
him not by that name; but we had a lan-
guage among ourselves, as well we may ;
for, in the course of my peregrinations I
have acquired precisely nine hundred and
ninety-nine leash of languages.—What !
gentlemen, do you stare 2—Well, T allow
there are not so many languages spoken
in this vile world ; but then, have I not
been in the moon? and, trust me, when-
ever I write a Treatise upon Edueation,
I shall delineate methods of inculcaling
whole dozens of languages atonce, French,
Spanish, Greek, Hebrew, Cherokee, &c. in
such a style as will shame all the peda-
gogues existing, I
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Having passed a whole night withoutbe-
ing able to sleep for the vivid imagination
of African discoveries, I hastened to the
levee of my illustrious friend Hilaro Fros-
ticos ; and having mentioned my intention
with all the vigour of fancy, he gravely
considered my words, and afier someaw-
ful meditations, thus he spoke: Olough
ma genesat, istum fullanah, cum deva har-
gos belgarasal eseum balgo bartigos trian-
gulissimus I—However, added he, it be-
hoveth thee to consider and ponder well
upen the perils and the multitudinous
dangers in the way of that wight who thus
advanceth in all the perambulation of ad-
ventures : and verily, most valiant Sire
and Baron, I hope thou wilt demean thy-
self with all that laudable gravity and
precaution which, as is related in the
three hundred and forty-seventh chapter
of the Prophilacties, is of more considera-
tion than all the merit in this terraqueous
globe. Yes, most truly do I advise thee
unto thy good, and speak unto thee, most
valiant Munchausen, with the greatest
csteem, and wish thee to succeed in thy
voyage ; for it is said, that in the interior
realms of Africa, there are tribes that can
see but just three inches and a half be-
yond the extremity of their noses : and
verily thou shouldest moderate thyself,
even sure and slow; they stumble who
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walk fasi. But we shall bring you unto
the lady Fragantia, and have her opinion
of the matter, He then took from his
pocket a eap of dignity, such as described
in the most honourable and antique
heraldry, and, placing it upon my head,
addressed methus: As thou seemest again
to revive the spirit of ancient adventure,
permit me to place upon thy head this
favour, as a mark of the esteem in which
I hold thy valorous disposition.

The lady Fragantia, my dear friends,
was one of the mostdivine ereatures inall
Great Britain, and was desperately in love
with me. She was drawing my portrait
upon a piece of white satin, when the
most noble Hilaro Frosticos advanced.
He pointed to the cap of dignity which
he had placed upon my head.- I do de-
clare, Hilaro, said the lovely Fragantia,
"tis pretty, *tis interesting—1I love you, and
I like you, my dear Baron, said she, put-
ting on another plume—this gives it an
air more delicate and more fantastical. I
do thus, my dear Munchausen, as your
friend—yet you can accept or reject my
present just as you please ; but I like the
fancy, it is a good one, and I mean to im-
prove it : and against whatever enemies
you go, I shall havethe sweet satisfaction
to remember you bear my favour on your
head !
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I snatched it with trepidatior, and
gracefully dropping on my knees, 1 three
times kissed it with all the rapture of ro-
mantic love. I swear, cried I, by thy
bright eyes, and by the lovely whiteness
of thy arm, that no savage, tyrant, or
enemy upon the face of the earth, shall
despoil me of this favour, while one drop
of the blood of Munchausen doth circulate
in my veins! I will bear it trinmphant
through the realms of Africa, whither I
now intend my course, and make it re-
spected, even in the court of Prester
John

I admire your spirit, replicd she, and
shall use my utmost interest at court to
have you dispatched with every pomp,
and as soon as possible: but here comes
a most brilliant company indeed, Lady
Carolina Wilhelmina Amelia Skeggs,
Lord Spigot, and Lady Faucet, and the
Countess of Belleair.

After the ceremonies of introduction to
this company were over, we proceeded to
consult upon the business; and as the
cause met with general applause, it was
immediately determined that I should
proceed without delay, as soon as I ob-
tained the sovereign approbation. I am
convinced, said lord Spigot, that if there
be any thing really unknown and worthy
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of our most ardent curiosity, it must be in
the immense regions of Africa ; that coun-
try, which seems to he the oldest on the
globe, and yet with the greater part of
which we are almost utterly unacquainted;
what prodigious wealth of gold and dia-
monds must not lie concealed in those
torrid regions, when the very rivers on
the coast pour forth continual specimens
ofgolden sand ! *Tis my opinion, therefore,
that the Baron deserves ihe applause of
all Earope for his spirit, and merits the most
powerful assistance of the sovereign.

So flattering an approbation, you may
be sure, was delightful to my heart; and
with every confidence and joy 1 suffered
them to take me to court that instant.
Afterthe usual ceremonies of introduetion,
suffice it to say, that I met with every ho-
nour and applause that my most sanguine
expectations could demand. I had always
a taste for the fashionable je ne scais guoi
of the most eleganti society, and in the
presence of all the sovereigns of Europe 1
ever found myself quite at home, and ex-
perienced from the whole court the most
flattering esteem and admiration. T re-
member, one particular day, the fate of the
unfortunate marquis de Bellecourt. The
countess of Rassinda, who accompanied
him, looked most divinely.—Yes [ am
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confident, said the marquis de Bellecourt
to me, that 1 have acted according to the
strictest sentiments of justice, and of loy-
alty to my sovereign. What stronger
breast-plate than a heart untainted !—
And. though I did not receive a word nor
a look, yet I cannot think—no, it were
impossible—to be misrepresented. Con-
seious of my own integrity, I will try again
—I will go boldly up. The marquis de
Bellecourt saw the opportanity : he ad-
vanced three paces, put his hand upon his
breast and bowed.—Permit me, said he,
with the most profound respect, to 5
His tongue faltered —he could scarce he-
lieve his sight: for at that moment the
whole company were moving out of the
room. He found himself almost alone,
deserted by every one.—What! said he,
and did he tarn upon his heel with the
most marked contempt? Would he not
speak to me? Would he not even hear me
utter a word in my defence '—His heart
died within him—not even a look, a smile
from any one. My friends! Do they not
know me? Do they not see me? Alas!
they fear to catch the contagion of my——.
Then, said he, adieu—'tis more than 1 can
bear—I shall go to my couniry seat, and
never, never will return, Adien, fond
court, adieu!—
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The vemerable marquis de Bellecourt
stopped for a moment ere he entered his
carriage. Thrice he looked back, and
thrice he wiped the starting tear from his
eye. Yes, said be, for once at least,
Trath shall be found—in the bottom of a
well.

Peace to thy ghost, most noble marquis,
—a King of kings shall pity thee; and
thousands who are yet unborn shall owe
their happiness to thee, and have cause to
bless thee, thousands, perhaps, that shall
never even know thy name—but Mun-
chausen’s self shall celebrate thy glory!

CHAPTER XXIL

Preparations for ihe Baron's Expedition inio
Africa— Deseription of his Chariot ; thebeau-
ties of its Interior Decoralions; the Animals
that drew it; and the Mechanism of the

Wheels.

Every thing being concluded, and having

received my instructions for the voyage,

I was conducted be the illustrious Hilaro

Frosticos, the lady Fragantia, and a pro-

digious crowd of nobility, and placed sit-

ting upon thesummit ofthe whale’s bones,
at the palace: and having remained in
this sitaation for three daysand threenights
as a trial ordeal, and a speciman of my
perseverance and resolution, the third hour
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after midnight they seated me in the cha-
riot of of Queen Mab. It was of a pro-
digicus dimension, large enough to con-
tain more stowage than the tun of Heid-
elbourg, and globularlike a hazel nut:
in fact, it seemed to be really a hazel nut
grown to a most extravagant dimension,
and that a great worm of proportionahle
énormity had hored a hole in the shell,
Through this same enfrance I was ushered.
Tt was as large as a coach door, and I took
my seat in the centre, a kind of chair self
balanced without touching any thing, like
the fancied tomb of Mahomet. The whole
interior surface pf the nutshell appeared a
lumingus representation of all the stars of
heaven, the fixed stars, the planets, and a
comet. The stars were as larze as those
worn by the first nobility ! and the comet,
excessively brillant, seemed as if you had
assembled all the eyes of the beauti-
ful girls in the kingdom, and combined
them, like a peacock’s plumage, into the
form of a comet—that is, a globe, and a
bearded tail to it, diminishing gradually
to a point. This beautiful constellation
seemed very sportive and delightful. It
was much in the form ofatadpole! and
without ceasing, went fullof playfal giddi-
ness up and down, all over the heaven, on
the coneave sarface of the nutshell, One
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time it would be at that part of the hea-
vens undermy feet, and in the next minute
would be over my head. I was never at
rest, but for ever going east, west, north,
or south ; and paid nomore respect to the
different worlds than if they were somany
lanterns without reflectors. Some of them
he would dash against and push out of
their places; others he weuld burn up and
consume to ashes: and others again he
wonld splitintotritters,and their fragcments
would instantly take a globular form like
spilled quicksilver, and become satellites
to whatever other worlds they should hap-
pen to meet with in their career. In short,
the whole seemed an epitome of the crea-
tion past present, and future,—and all that
passes among the stars duringone thousand
years, was here generally perfomed in as
many second. .
I surveyed all the beauties of the cha-
riot with wonder and delight.—Certainly,
cried I, this is heaven in miniature! In
short I took the rains in my hand.—But
before I proceeded on my adventures, I
shall mention the rest of my attendant fur-
niture. The chariot was drawn by a team
of nine bulls harnessed to it, three after
three. 1In the first rank was a most tre-
mendous bull named John Mowmowsky ;
the rest were called Jacks in general, bug
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not dignified by any particular denomin-
aticn. They were all shod for the journey,
not indeed like horses, withiron, or as bul-
Tocks commonly are, to drag on a cart ; bui
were shod with men’s skulls. Each of their
feet .was, hoof and all, crammed into, a
man’s head cut offfor the purpose, and fas-
tened therein with a kind of cement or
paste, so that the skull secemed to be a part
of the foot and hoof of ihe animal. With
these skuil-shoes the creatures could per-
form astonishing journeys, and slide upon
the water, or upon the ocean, with great
velocity. The harnesses were fastened with
golden buckles, and decked with studs in
in 2 superb style; and the creatures were
ridden by nine postilions, crickets of a
great size, as large as monkeys, who sat
squat upon the heads of thebulls, and were
continually chirping at a mostinfernal rate
loud in proportion to their bodies.

The wheels of the chariot consisted of
upwards of ten thousand springs, formed
so as to give thegreater impetuosity to the
vekicle, and were more complex than a
dozen clocks like that of Strasburgh. The
external of the chariot was adorned with
banners, and a superb festoon of the laurel
that formerly shaded me on horseback.
And now having given you a very concise
description of my machine for travelling
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into Africa, which you must allow to be
far superior to the apparatus of Monsieur
Valiant, I shall proceed to relate the ex-
ploits of my voyage.

CHAPTER XXIII.

The Baron proceeds on his Voyage—Conveys a
Squadron to Gibralter—Declines the Acceplance
of the Island of Candia— His Chariot damaged by
Pompey’s Pillar and Cleopatra’s Needle—The
Baron outdoes Alexander— Breaks lhis chariot,
and splits a great Rock ai the Cape of Good Hope,

Takinc the reins in my hand, while the
music gave a general salute, I cracked
my whip—away they went—and in three
hours I found myself just between the Isle
of Wight and the main land of England,
Here I remained four days, until I receiv-
ed part of my accompaniment, which I
was ordered to take under my convoy.
"T'was a squadron of men and war that had
been a long time preparing for the Baltic,
" but which were now destined for the Me-
diterrancan. By the assistance of large
hooks and eyes, exactly such as are worn
in our hats, but of a greater size, some
hundred weight each, the men of war
hooked themselves to the wheels of the
yehicle ; and in fact nothing could be more
simple or convenient ; because they could
be hooked or unhooked in an instant with
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the utmost facility. Inshort, having given
a general discharge of their artillery, and
three cheers, I cracked my whip; away
we went, helter skelter, and in six jiffies I
foandmyself and all my retinue safe and in
good spirits, just at the rock of Gibraltar.
Here T unhocked my squadron, and hav-
ing taken an affectionate leave of the offi-
cers, I suffered them to proceed in their
ordinary manner to the place of their des-
tination. The whole garrison were de-
lighted with the novelty of my vehicle ;and
at the presentsolicitations of the governor
and officers, I went ashore, and took aview
of that barren old rock, about which more
powder has been fired away than would
purchase twice as much fertile ground in
any part of the world ! Mounting my cha-
riot, I took the reins, and again made for-
ward in mad career, down the Meterra-
nean, to the isle of Candia. Here I re-
ceived dispatchesfrom the Sublime Porte,
intreating me toassistin the war with Rus-
sia, with a reward of the whole island of
Candia for my alliance. At first I hesita-
ted, thinking that the island Candia would
be a most valuable acquisition to the co-
vereign who at that time employed me,
and that the most delicious wines, sugar,
&e. in abundance would flourish on the
island ; yet, when I considered the trade
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of the East India Company, which would
most probably suffer by the intercourse
with Persia through the Mediterranean,
I at once rejected the proposal, and had
afterward the thanks of the honourable
the House of Commons for my propriety
and political discernment.

Having been properly refreshed at Can-
dia, I again ‘proceeded, and in a short
time arrived in the land of Egypt. The
land of this country, at least that part of
it near the sea, is very low, so that I came
upon it ere I was aware; and the pillar
of Pompey got entangled in the various
wheels of the machine, and damaged the
whole considerably. Still I drove on
through thick and thin, till passing over
that great obelisk, the Needle of Cleopa-
tra, the work got entangled again, and
jolted at a miserable rate over the mud
and swampy ground of all that country ;
yet my poor bulls trotted on with asto-
nishing labour across the Isthmus of Suez
into the Red Sea, and jeft a track, an ob-
scure channel, which has since been taken
by de Tott for the remains of a canal cut
by some of the Ptolemies from the Red
Sea to the Mediterrancan: baut, as youw
perceive, was in reality no morse than the
track of my chariot, the car of queen Mab,

As the artists af presentin that country
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are nothing wonderful, though the ancient
Egyptians, ’tis said, were most astonishe
ing fellows, I could not procure any new
coach-springs, or have a possibility of set-
ting my machineto rights in the kingdom
of Egypt; and as I could not presume to
attempt another journey over land, and
the great mountains of marble beyond the
scource of the Nile, I thought it most eli-
gible to make the best way I could, by
sea, to the Cape of Good Hope, where I
supposed I should getsome Dutch smiths
and carpenters, or perhaps some English’
artists: and my vehicle being properly
repaired, it was my intention thence to
proceed, over-land, through the heart of
Africa. . The surface of the water, 1 well
knew, afforded lessresistance to the wheels
of the machine, it passed along the waves
like the chariot of Neptune ; and, in short,
having got upon the Red Sea, we scud-
ded away to admiration, through the pass
of Babelmandel to the great western coast
of Africa, where Alexander had not the
courage to venture.

And really, my friends, if Alexander
had ventured toward the Cape of Good
‘Hope, he most probably would have never
yeturned. It is difficult to determine
whether there were then any inhabitants
in the more southern parts of Africa or
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not; yet, at any rate, this conqueror of
the world would have made but a nonsen-
sical adventure , his miserable ships, not
contrived for a long voyage, would have
Lecome leaky, and foundered, before he
co:ld have doubled the Cape, and left his
Majesty fairly beyond the limits of the
then known world. Yet it would have
been an august exit for an Alexander,
after having subdued Persia and India,
to go wandering, the Lord knows where,
to Jupiter Amnon, perhaps ; or on a voy-
age to the moon, as an Indian chief once
said to Captain Cook.

Buat, far my part, I was far more suc-
cessful than Alexander—I drove on with
the most amazing rapidity ; and thinkieg
to halt on shore at the Cape, I unfortu-
nately drove too ¢lose, and shattered the
right side of my vehicle against the rock,
now called the Table Mountain, The
machine went against them with such im-
Ppetuosity, as completely shivered the rock
In a horizontal direction ; so that the sum-
mit of the mountain, in the form of a he-
sphere, was knocked into the sea: and
the steep mountain becoming thereby
flatted at the top, has since received the
name of the Table Mountain, from its
similarity to that piece of furniture,

Just as this part of the mountain was
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knocked off, the ghost of the Cape, that
tremendous spright, which cuts such a
figure in the Lusiad, was discovered sitling
squat, in an excavation formed for him in
the centre of the mountain. He seemed
just like a young bee in his little cell be-
fore he comes forth ; or like a bean in a
bean-pod ; and when the upper part of
the mountain was split across and knock-
ed off, the superior half of his person was
discovered. He appeared of a bottle-blue
colour, and started, dazzled with the un-
expected glare of the light: hearing the
dreadful rattle of the wheels and the loud
chirping of the crickets, he was thunder-
struck! and instantly giving a shriek,
sunk down ten thousand fathoms into the
earth ; which the mountain, vomiting out
some smoke, silently closed up after him,
and left not a trace behind !
CHAPTER XXI1V.
The Baron secures his Chariof, &c. at the Cape,
and takes kis passage for England in an home-
ward bound Indioman—Wrecked upon an
island of ice near the Coast of Guinea—Es-
capes from the wreck, and rears a variely of
vegetables upon the island—Meels some Vessels
belonging to the Negroes bringing while
Staves from Eurcpe, in retaliation, to work
upon their plantations in a cold climate near
the South Pole—Arrives in England, and lays
an Account af his Expedilion before the Privy

|

—
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Council— Great preparations for a new Expe-
dition—The Sphinz, Gog and Magog, and a
great company attend him—The ideas of Hi-
laro Frosticos respecting the interior parts of
Africa.

I rErRcEIVED with grief and consternation
the miscarriage of all my apparatus; yetI
was notabsolutely dejected ; a great mind
is never known but in adversity. With
permission of the Dutch governor, the
chariot was properly laid up in a great
storehouse, erected at the water’s edge,
and the bulls received every refreshment
possible after so terrible a voyage. Well,
You may be sure, they deserved it; and
therefore every altendance was engaged
for them, until I should retarn,

As it was not possible to do any thing
more, I took my passage in a homeward-
bound Indiaman, to return to London, and
lay the matter before the privy council.

We met with nothing particular until
we arrived uponthecoastof Guinea,where,
10 our utter astonishment, we perceived a
great hill, seemingly of glass, advancing
against us in the open sea : the rays of the
sun were reflected from it with such splen-
dour, thatit was extremely difficult to gaze
at the phenomenon. Iimmediately knew
it to be an island of ice, and though in so
Very warm a latitude, determined to make
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all possible sail from such horrible danger.
We did so, but all in vain, for about
eleven o’clock at night, blowing a very
hard gale, and exceedingly dark,we struck
upon the island. Nothing could equal the
distraction, the shrieks, and despair of the
whole crew, until I, knowing there was
not a moment to be lost, cheered up their
spirits, and bade them not despond, but
do as I should request them. In a few
minutes the vessel was half full of water ;
and the enormous castle of ice that seemed
to hem us on every side, in some places
falling in hideous fragments upon the deck
killed the one half of the crew ; upon which,
getting upon the summit of the mast, I con-
trived to make it fast to a great promon-
tory of the ice, and calling to the remain-
der of the crew tofollow me, we all escap-
ed from the wreck, and got upon the sum-
mit of the island.

The rising sun soon gave us a dreadful
prospect of our situation, and the loss,
or rather icification of the vessel ; for being
closed in on every side with castles of ice
duringthe night, ske was absolutely frozen
over and buried, in such a manner, that
we could behold her under our feet, even
in the central solidity ofthe island. Hav-
ing debated what was best to be done,
we immediately cut down through the
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ice, and got up some of the cables of the
vessel, and the boats, which making fast
to the island, we towed it with all our
m.ight,determined to bring home island and
all, or perish in the attempt. On the sum-
mit of the island we placed what cakum
and dregs of every kind of matter we could
get from the vessel ; which in the space of
a very few hours, on account of the ligue-
fying of the ice, and the warmth of the sun,
were transformed into a very fine manure ;
and as I had some seeds of exotic vege-
tahles in my pocket, we very shortly had
a sufficiency of fruits and roots growing
upon the island to sapply the whole crew ;
especially the bread-ruittree, a few plants
ofwhich had been inthe vessel;andanother
tree, which bore plum-puddings so very
hot, and with such exquisite proportion
of sugar, &c. that we all acknowledged it
was not possible to taste any thing of the
kind more delicious in England, in short,
though the scurvy had made dreadful pro-
gress among the crew before our striking
upon theice, the supply of vegetables, and
especially the bread fruit, and pudding
fruit, put an almost immediate stop to the
distemper.

We had notproceeded thus many weeks,
advancing with incredible fatigue by con-
tinual towing, when we fell in with a fleet
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of Negromen, as they called them. These
wretches, I must inform you, my dear
friends, had found means to make prizes
of those vessels from some Europeans upon
the coast of Guinea ; and tasting the sweets
of our luxury, hadf ormed colonies in seve-
ral new-discoveredisiands, near the south
pole, where they had a variety of planta-
tions of such matters as would only grow
in coldest of climates. As the black inhabi-
tants of Guinea were unsuited to the cli-
mate, and excessive cold of the country,
they formed the diabolical project of
getting Christian slaves to work for
them. For this purpose, they sent vessels
every year to the coast of Scotland, the
northern parts of Ireland and Wales, and
were even sometimes seen off the coast of
Cornwall. And having purchased, or in-
trapped, by fraud or violence, a great num-
ber of men, women, and children, they
proceeded with their cargo of human flesh
to the other end of the world, and sold
them to their planters; where they are
flogged into obedience, and made to work
like horses all the rest of their lives.

My bloodran cold atthe idea, whileevery
one on the island also expressed his horror
thatsuch an iniquitous traffic should be suf-
fered to exist. But; except by open violence,
it was found impossible to destroy the trade
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on account of a barbarous prejudice, en=
tertained of late by the negroes, that the
white peopie have no souls! However,
we were determined to attack them, and
steering down our island upon them, soon
overwhelmed them ; we saved as many of
the white people as possible, but pushed
allthe blacks into the water again. The poor
creatures we saved from slavery were so
overjoyed, that they wept aloud through
gratitude ; and we experienced every de-
lightful sensation, to think what happiness
we should shower upon their parents, their
brothers, and sisters, and children, by
bringing them home safe, redeemed from
slavery, to the bosom of their native coun-
try.

Having happily arrived in England, I im-
mediatelylaid astatementofmy voyage, &e.
before the Privy Council ; and entreated an
Immediate assistance to travel into Africa,
and, if possible, torefit my former machine,
and take it along with the rest. Every
thing was instantly granted to my satis-
faction, and I received orders to get myself
ready for departure as soon as possible.

As the Emperor of China had senta
most curious animal as a present to Europe
which was keptin the Tower; andit being
of an enormous stature, and capable of per-
forming the voyage with eclat, she was or-
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dered to attend me. She wascalled Sphinx,
and was one of the most tremendous
though magnificent figures Iever beheld.
She was harnessed with superb trappings
to a large flat-bottomed boat, in which was
placed an edifice of wood exactly resemb-
ling Westminster Hall. Two balloons were
placed overit, tackled by anumber of ropes,
tothe boat, to keep a proper equilibrium,
and prevent it from overturning, or filling,
from the prodigious weight of the fabric,

Theinterior ofthe edifice was decorated
with seats, in the form of an ampitheatre,
and crammed as full as it could hold with
ladies and lords, as a council and retinue
for your humble servant. Nearly in the
centre was a seat elegantly decorated for
myself, and on either side of me was pla-
ced the famous Gog and Magog in all their

omp.

The Lord Viscount Gossamer being our
postilion, we floated gallantly down the
river, the noble Sphinx gamboling like the
huge Leviathan, and towing after her the
boat and balloons.

Thus we advanced, sailing gently, into
the opensea ; beingcalm weather, we could
scarce feel the motion of the vehicle, and
passed our time in grand debate upon the
glorious intention of our voyage, and the
discoveries that would result.
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I am of opinion, said my noble friend,
Hilaro Frosticos, that Africa was originally
inhabited for the greater part, or, I may say
subjugated by lions ; which, next to man,
seem to be the most dreaded of all mortal
tyrants. The country in general. at least
what we have been hitherto able to dis-
cover, seems rather inimical to human life ;
the intolerable dryness of the place, the
burning sands that overwhelmed whole
armies, and cities in general ruin, and the
hideous life many roving hordes are com-
pelled to lead, incline me to think, that if
ever we form any great settlement therein,
it will become the grave of our country-
men. Yet it is nearerto us than the East
Indies ; and I cannot but immagine, that
in many places, every production of China,
and of the East and West lndies, would
flourish if properly attended to. And as
the country is so prodigiously extensive
and unknown, whata source of discovery
must notit contain ! In fact, we know less
about the interior of Africa than we do of
the moon ; for in this latier, we measure
the very prominences, and observe the
varieties and equalities of the suiface
through our glasses.

Forests and mountains on her spotted orb.

But we see nothing in the interior of
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Africa, but with some compilers of maps
or geographers are fanciful enough to
imagine. Whata happy event, therefore,
should we not expect from a voyage of dis-
covery and colonization, undertaken in so
magnificient a style as the present—what

a pride—what anacquisition to philosophy!

CHAPTER XXV.

Count Gossamer thrown by Sphiny into the snow
on the top of Teneriffe—Gog and Magag con-
duct Sphinx for the rest of the voyage--the
Baron arrives at the Cape, and unites his for-
mer Chaiiof, &c. to his new retinue—Passes
into Africa, proceeding from the Cape north-
ward—Defeats a host of Lions by a curious
stratagem—Travels thro ugh animmense Desert
His whole company. chariot, &c. overwhelmed
by a Whirhvind of sand— Extricates them, and
arrives in a fertile country.

THE brave Count Gossamer with a pair of
hell-fire spurs on, riding upon Sphinx,
directed the whole retinue towards the
Madeiras. But the Count had no small
share of anamiable vanity ; and perceiving
great multitudes of people, Gascons, &e.
assembled upon the French coast, he could
not refrain from showing some singular
capers, such as they had never seen before :
but especially when he observed all the
members of the National Assembly extend
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themselves along the shore, as a piece of
French politeness, to honour this expedi-
tion, with Rousseau, Voltaire, and Belze-
bub at their head; he set spurs to Sphinx,
and, at the same time, cut and cracked
away as hard as he could, holding in the
reins with all his might, striving to make
the creature plunge and show some uncom-
mondiversion. Butsulky and ill-tempered
was Sphinx at the time; she plunged in-
deed—such a devil of a plunge ; that she
dashed him in one jerk over her head,
and he fell precipitately into the water be-
fore her. It was in the Bay of Biscay, all
the world knows a very boisterous sea;
and Sphinx fearing he would be drowned,
never turned to the left or to the right out
of her way, but advancing furious, just
stooped her head a little, and supped the
poor Count off the water, into her mouth,
together with the quantity of two or three
tuns of water, which she musthave taken
in along with him, but which were to such
an enormous creature as Sphinx nothing
more than a spoonful would be to any of
you orme. She swallowed him, but when
she had got him in her stomach, his long
spurs so seratched and tickled her, that
they produced the effect of an emetic. No
sponer was he in, but out he was squirted
with the most horrible impetuosity, like a
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ball or shell from the calibre of a mortar.

Sphinx was at this time quite sea-sick ; .

and the unfortunate count was driven forth
like a sky-rocket, and landed upon the
peak of Teneriffe, plunged over head and
ears into the snow—requiescat in pace !

I perceived all this mischief from my
seat in the ark, but was in such a convul-
sion of laughter, that I could not utter an
intelligible word. And now, Sphinx, de-
prived of her postilion, went on‘in a zig-
zag direction, and gamboled away after a
most dreadfal manner. And thus had
every thing gone to wreck had I notgiven
instant orders to Gog and Magog, to sally
forth, They plunged into the water, and
swimming on each side, got at length
right before the animal, and then seized
the reins. Thus they continued swimming
on each side, like tritons, holding the muz-
zle of Sphinx; while I, sallying forth a-
stride upon the creature’s back, steered
forward on our voyage to the Cape of
Good Hope.

Arriving atthe Cape I immediately gave
orders to repair my former chariot and
machines, which were very expditiously
performed by the excellent artists I had
brought with me from Europe. And now
every thing being refitted, we launched
forth upon the water: perhaps there never
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was any thing seen more glorious or more
angust. Twas magnificent to behold
Sphinx make her obheisance on the water,
and the crickets chirp upon the bulls in
return of the salute ; while Gog and Ma-
gog advancing, ook the reins of the great
John Mowmowsky, and leading towards
us, chariot and all, instantly disposed of
them to the fore part of the ark by hooks
and eyes, and tackled Sphinx before all
the bulls. Thus the whole had a most
tremendousand trinmphalappearance. In
front floated forwards the mighty Sphinx
with Gog and Magog on each side ; next
followed in order the bulls with the crickets
upon their heads ; and then advanced the
chariot of Queen Mab, containing the cu-
rious seat and orrery of Heaven; after
which appeared the boat and ark of coun-
cil, over-topped with two balloons, which
gave an air of greater lightness and ele-
cance to the whole. I placed in the galle-
ries under the balloons, and on the backs
of the bulls, 2 number of excellent vocal
performers, with martial music of clari-
onets and trumpets. They sung the Wa-
tery Dangers, and the Pomp of deep Ceru-
lean ’—The sun shone glorious on the wa-
ter, while the procession advanced toward
the Jand, under five hundred arches of ice,
illuminated with coloured lights, and
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adorned in the most grotesque and fanei-
ful style in sea weed, elegant festoons, and
shells of every kind; while a thousand
Water-spouts danced eternally before and
after us, attracting the water from the sea
in a kind of cone, and suddenly uniting
with the most fantastical thunderand light-
ning.

Having landed our whole retinue, we
immediately began to proceed toward the
heart of Africa; but first thought it expe-
dient to place a number of wheels under
the ark for its greater fa cilityof advancing.
We journeyed nearly due north for seve-
ral days, and met with nothing remarka-
ble except the astonishment of the savage
natives to behold our equipage,

The Dutch governor at the Cape, to do
them justice, gave us every possible as-
sistance for the expedition. I presume
they had received instruction on that head
from their High Mightinesses in Holland.
However, they presented us with a speci-
men of some of the most excellent of their
Cape wine, and shewed us every polite-
ness in their power. As to the face of the
country, as we advanced, it appeared in
many places capabie of every cultivation
and of abundant fertility. ~The natives
and Hottentots of this part of Africa have
been frequently described by travellers,
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and therefore it is not necessary to say any
more about them ; butin the more interior
parts of Africa the appearance, manners,
and geniusofthe peoplearetotally different.
We directed our course by the compass
and the stars, getting every day prodigious
quantities of game in the woods, and at
night encamping within a proper enclo-
sure for fear of the wild beasts. One whole
day in particular we heard on every side,
among the hills, the bLorrible roaring of
lions, resounding from rock to rock like
broken thunder. Itscemedasifthere was
a general rendezvous of all these savage
animals to fall upon our party. That whole
day we advanced with caution, our hun-
ters scarce venturing beyond pistol shot
from the caravan for fear of a dissolution.
At night we encamped as usual, and threw
upa circular entrenchment round our tents.
We had scarce retired to repose when we
found ourselves serenaded by at least one
thousand lions. approaching equally on
every side, and within an hundred paces.
Our cattle showed the most horrible symp-
toms of fear, all trembling, and in a cold per-
spiration. 1 directly ordered the whole com-
pany to stand totheirarms, and not to make
any noise by firing till 1 should command
them. [ then took a large quantity of tar,
which I had brought with our caravan for
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that purpose, and strewed it ina continued
stream round the encampment ; within
which ecirele of tar I immediately placed
another train or circle of gunpowder ; and
having taken this precaution, I anxiously
waited the lions’ approach.—These dread-
fulanimals knowing, I presume, the force of
our troop, advanced very slowly, and with
caution ; approaching on every side of us
with equal pace and growling in hideous
concert, so as fo resemble an earthquake, or
some similar , convulsion of the world.
When they had at length advanced and
steeped all their paws in the tar, they put
their noses to it, smelling it as if it were
blood, and daubed their great bushy hair
and whiskers with it equal to their paws.
At that very instant, when, in concert, they
were to give the mortal dart upon us, I dis-
charged a pistol at the train of gunpowder,
which instantly exploding on every side,
made all the lions recoils in general up-
roar,and take toflight with the utmost pre-
cipitation. In an instant, we beheld them
scattered through the woods at some dis-
tance, roaring in agony, and moving about
like so many Will-o’-the Wisps, their paws
and faces all on fire from the tar and the
gunpowder. I then ordered a general pur-
suit: we followed them on every side
through the woeds, their own light serving
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as our guide, until, beforc the rising of the
sun, followed in to their fastnesses and shot
or otherwise destroyed every one of them :
and during the whole of our journey after,
we never heard the roaring of a lion ; nor
did any wild beast presume to make ano-
ther attack upen our party, which shows
the excellence of immediate prescence of
mind, and the terror inspired into the most
savage enemies by a proper and well-timed
proceeding.

We at length arrived on the confines of
an immeasureable desert—an immense
plain, extending on every side of us like
an ocean. Not a tree, nor a shrub,
nor a blade of grass, was to be seen, but
all appeared an extreme fine sand, mixed
with gold-dust and little sparkling pearls.

The gold-dust and pearls appeared to us
of little value, because we could have no
expectation of returning to England for
a considerale time. We observed at 2
great distance, something likea smoke ris-
ing over the verge of the horizon ; and
looking with our tellescopes, we perceived
it t0 be a whirlwind tearing up the sand
and tossing it about in the heavens with
frightful impetuosity. I immediately or-
dered my company to crect a moud around
us of a great size, which we did with asto-
nishing lahour and perseverance, and then
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roofed it over with certain planks and tim-
ber, which we had with us for the purpose.
Our labour was scarcely finished when the
sand came rolling in like the waves of the
sea; ’twas a storm and river of sand uni-
ted. Tt continued to advance in the same
direction, without intermission, for three
days and completely covered over the
mound we had erected, and buried us all
within. The intense heat of the place was
intolerable ; but guessing by the cessation
of the noise, that the storm was passed,
we set about digging a passage to the light
of day again, which we effected in a very
short time ; and ascending, perceived that
the whole had been so completely covered
with the sand that there appeared no hills,
but one continued plain, with inequalities
or rids on it, like the wave of the sea. We
soon extricated our vehicle and retinue
trom the burning sands, but not with-
out great danger, as the heat was very
violent, and began to proceed on our
voyage. Storms of sand of a similar na-
ture several times attacked us, but by us-
ing the same precaution we preserved our-
selves repeatedly from destruction. Hav-
ingtravelled more than nine thousand miles
over this inhospitable plain, exposed to the
perpendicular rays ofa burning sun, with-
out evermeeting a rivalet,ora shower from
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Heaven to refresh us, we at length became
almost desparate ; when to our inexpres-
sible joy, we beheld some mountains at a
great distance ; and on our nearer approach
observed them covered with a carpet of
verdure, and groves and woods. No-
thing could appear more romantic or beau-
tiful than the rocks and precipices inter-
mingled with flowers and shrubs of every
kind, and palm trees of such a prodigious
size as to surpass any thing ever seen in
Europe. Fruits of allkinds appeared grow-
ing wild in the utmost abundance, and an-
telopes, and sheep, and buffaloes, wan-
dered about the groves and valleysin pro-
fusion. The trees resounded with the melo-
dy of birds, and every thing displayed a
general scéne of rural happiness and joy.

CHAPTER XXVI

A feast on live Bulls and Kava—The Inhabitants
admire the European Adventures—The Fm-
peror comes to meet the Baron, andpays him
great compliments— The inkabitants of the cen-
tre of Africa descended from the people in
the Moon, proved by an inscription in Africa,
and by the anology of their language ; which
is also the same with that of the ancient Scy-
thians— The Baron is declared Sovereign of the
Interior of Africa on thedecease of the Emperor
— He endeavours to abolish the eustom of eatin
live Bulls, which excites much discontent. The
advice of Hilaro Frosticos upon the occasion—

L
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The Baron makes a speech o the Assembly of

the States ; which only exciles greater murmurs

—He consulls with Hilaro Frosticos.
Having passed over the nearest moun-
tains we entered a delightful vale, where
we perceived a multitude of persons
at a feast of living bulls, whose f{lesh
they cut away with great knives, making
a table of the creatures carcass ; serenaded
by the bellowing of the unfortunate ani-
mal, Nothing seemed requisite to add to
the barbarity of this feast but keva, made
as describedin Cook’s voyages ; and at the
conclusion of the feast we perceived them,
brewing this liquor, which they drank with
the utmost avidity. From that moment, in-
spired with an idea of universal benevo-
Ience, I determined to abolish the custom
of eating live flesh, and drinking of kava.
But I knew that such a thing could not
be immediately effected, whateverin future
time might be performed.

Having rested ourselves during a few
days, we determined to set out toward the
principal city of the empire, The singu-
larity of our appearance was spoken of all
over the country as a phenomenon. The
multitude looked upon Sphinx ; the bulls,
the crickets, the balloons, and the whole
company, as something more than terres-
trial ; but especially the thunder of our fire-
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arms, which struck borror and amazement
into the whole nation.

We at length arrived at the metropolis,
situated on the banks of a moble river;
and the emperor, attended by all his eourt,
came out in grand procession to meet us.
The emperer appeared mounted on a dro-
medary, royally caparisoned, with all his
attendants on foot, through respect for his
majesty. He was :ather above the middle
stature of that county, four feet three in-
ches in height, with a countenance like all
his countrymen, as white as snow ! He was
preceded by a band of most exquisite mu-
sie, according to the fashion of the country,
and his whole retinue halted within about
fifty paces of our troop. We returned the
salute by a discharge of musketry, and a
flourish of our trumpets and martial music,
I commanded our caravan to halt, and dis
mounting, advanced, uncovered, with only
two attendants, toward his majesty. The
emperor was equally polite, and, descend-
ing from his dromedary, advanced to meet
me. I am happy. said he, to have the hon-
our to receive so illustrious a traveller, and
assure you that every thing in my empiie
shall be at your disposal.

I thanked his majesty for his politeness,
and expressed how happy I was to meet so
poiished and refined a people in the centre
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of Africa; and that T hoped to show my-
self and company grateful for his esteem,
by introducing the arts and sciences of
Europe among the people.

I immediately perceived the true de-
scent of this people, which does not appear
of terrestrial origin, but descended from
some of the inhabitants of the moon ; be-
cause the principal language spoken there,
and in the centre of Africa,is nearly the
same. Their alphabet and method of writ-
ing are pretty much the same, and show"
the extreme antiquity of this people, and
their exhalted origin. I give you a speci-
of their writing [ Vide Otrckocsus de Orig.
Hung, p. 46], sregnah dna skoohtop.

Those characters I have submitted to
the inspection of a celebrated antiquarian ;
and it will be proved to the satisfaction of
every onein hisnext volume, what an im-
mediate intercourse there must have been
between the inhabitants of the moon and
the ancientScythians ; which Scythians did
not, by any means inhabita part of Russia,
but ihe central part of Africa, as I can a-
bundantly prove to my very learned and
laborious friend. The words, written in
our characters, are sregnakh dna skoohtop ;
thatis, the Scythiansare of heavenly origin.
The word sregnah, which signifies Scytliens,
15 compounded of sreg or sre;; whence our




BARCN MUNCHAUSEN. 167

present English word sire, or sir: and nak
or gnah, knowledge ; because the Scythi-
ans united the essentials of nobility and
learning together : dna signifies heaven,
or belonging to the moon, from dune, who
was anciently worshipped as goddess of
that luminary. And skooktop signifies
the origin or beginning of any thing, from
skoo, thename used in the moon for a point
in geometry ; and top or kiop vegetation.
These words are described at this day on
a pyramid in the centre of Africa, nearly
at the scource of the river Nigar ; and if
any one refuses his assent, hemay go there
to be convinced.

The emperor conducted me to his court
amidst the admiration of his courtiers, and
paid us every possible politeness that Afri-
can magnificence could bestow. He never
presumed to proceed on any expedition
without consulting us; and looking upon
us as a species of superior beings, paid
the greatest respect to our opinions. He
frequently asked me about the states of
Europe, and the kingdom of Great Britain,
and appeared lost in admiration atthe ac-
count I gave him of our shipping, and the
immensity of the ocean. We taught him
to regulate the government nearly on the
same plan with the British constitution,
and to institue a parliament and degrees
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of nobility. Hismajesty was the last of his
Royal line ; and on his decease, with the
unanimous cousent of the people, made
me heir to the whole empire. The nohility
and chiefs of the country immediately wait-
ed on me with petitions, intreating me to
aceept the government. I consulted with
my noble friends, Gog, and Magog, &ec.
and after much consultation it was agreed
that I should accept the government, not
as actual and independent monarch of
the place, but as viceroy to his majesty of
England.

I now thought it hich time to do away
the custom of eating live flesh and drink-
ing of kava : and for that purpose used
every persuasive method to wean the ma-
jority of the people from it. This, to my
astonishment, was not taken in good part
by the nation, and they looked with jea-
lousy at those strangers, who wanted to
make innovations among them.

Nevertheless I felt much concern to
think that my fellow-creatures could be
capable of such barbarity. I did every
thing that a heart fraught with universal
benevolence and good-will o all mankind
could be capable of desiring. I first tried
every method of persuasion and incite-
ment. I did not harshly reprove them ;
but I frequently invited whole thousands
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to dineafter the fashion of Europe, upon
roasted meat. Alas! ’'twas all in vain, my
goodness nearly excited a sedition. They
murmured among themselves, spoke of my
intentions, my wild and ambitious views,
ag if I, oh heaven! could have had any
personal interested motive in making them
live like men, rather than like crocodiles
and tigers.—In fine, perceiving that gen-
tleness could be of no avail ; well know-
ing that when complaisance can effect no-
thing from some spirits, compulsion excite
respectand veneration; I prohibited, under
pain of the severest penalties, the drink-
ing of kava, or eating of live flesh, for the
space of nine days, within the districts of
Angalinar, and Paphagalna.

But this created such an universal ab-
horence and detestation of my government,
that my ministers, and even myself, were
universally pasquinadoed ; lampoons, Sa=
tires, ridicule, and insult, were showered
upon the name of Munchausen wherever
it was mentioned : and in fine, there never
was a government S0 much detested, or
with such little reason.

In this dilemma 1 had recourse to the
advice of my noble friend. Hilaro Frosti-
cos. In his good sense I now expected
some resource; forthe rest of the council,
who had advised me to the former method,
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had given but a poor specimen of their abi-
lities and discernment, or I should have
succeeded more happily. In short, he ad-
dressed himself to me and to the council
as follows :

It is in vain, most noble Munchausen,
that your Excellency endeavours to com-
pel or force these people to a life to which
they have never been accustomed, In
vain do you tell them that apple pies, pud-
ding, roast beef, minced pies, or tarts, are
delicious, that sugar is sweet, that wine is
exquisite. Alas! they cannot, they will
not comprehend what deliciousness is,
what sweetness, or what the flavour of the
grape: and even if they were convinced
of the superior excellence of your way of
life, never, never would they be persuaded;
and that, if for no other reason, but be-
cause force or persuasion is employed to
indace them to it. Abandon that idea
for the present, and let us try another me-
thod. My opinion, therefore, is, that we
should at once cease all endeavours to
compel or pursuade them. But let us, if
possible, procure a quantity of fudge from
England, and carelessly scatter it over all
the country; and from this disposal of
matters, I presume, nay, I have a moral
certainty, that we should reclaim this peo-
pel from horror and barbarity,
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Had this been proposed at any other
time, it would have been violently oppos-
ed in the council; but now, when every
other attempt had failed, when thereseem-
ed no other resource, the majority willingly
submitted to they knew not what; for
they absolutely had no idea of the manner,
the possibility of suecess, or how they
could bring matters to bear. However,
’twas a scheme; and as such they sub-
mitted. For my part, I listened with ex-
tacy to the words of Hilaro Frosticos; for
I knew that he had a most singular know-
ledge of human kind, and could humour
and pursuade thém on to their own hap-
piness and universal good. Therefore,
according 1o the advice of Hilaro, I dis-
patched a balloon with four men over the
desert to the Cape of Good Hope, with
letters to be forwarded to England, requir-
ing, without delay, a few cargoes of fudge.
The people Liad all this time remained
in a general state of ferment and murmur.
Every thing that rancor, low wit, and de-
plorable ignorance could conceive to as-
perse my government, was put in execu-
tion. The most worthy, even the most be-
neficient actions, every thing that was
amiable, were ;'Jerverted into opposition.
The heart of Munchausen was not made
of such impenetrable stuff as to be insen-
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sible to the hatred of even the most worth-
less wretch in the whole kingdom; and
once, at a general assembly of the states,
filled with an ideaofsuch continued ingra-
titude, I spoke as pathetic as possible, not
methought beneath my dignity, to make
them feel for me; that the universal good
and happiness of the people were all I
wished or desired—that if any actions had
been mistaken, orimproper sarmises form-
ed, still I had no wish, desire, but the
public welfare, &e. &e.

Hilaro Frosticos was all this time much
distarbed : he looked sternly at me—he
frowned ; but I was so engrossed with the
warmth of my heart, my intentions, that I
understood him not; in a minute I saw
nothing but as if through a cloud (such is
the force of amiable sensibility), lords,
ladies, chiefs—the whole assembly seem-
ed to swim before my sight. The more I
thought on my good intentions, the lam-
poons which so much affected my delica-
ey, good nature, tenderness —I forgot my-
self—I spoke rapid, violent,—beneficience
—fire—tenderness—Alas ! I melted into
tears !

Pish ! pish! said Hilario Frosticos!

Now, indeed, was myv government lam-
pooned, satirized, carribonadead, bepick-
Ied, and bedeviled. One day, with my
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armful of lampoons, I started up as Hilaro
entered the room—ihe tears in my €yes
—Looh, look here, Hilaro 1—how can [
bear all this 7—It is impossible to please
them ; I will leave the goverment—-—l can-
not bear it! See what pitiful anecdotes—
what surmises—I will make my people
feel for me—1I will leave the government!
Pshaw! says Hilaro.—At that simple
monosyllable I found myself changed as
if by magic ; for I ever looked on Hilaro
as a person soO experienced—such forti-
tude—such good sense. There ate three
sail under convoy of a frizate, added Hi-
laro, just arrived at the Cape, after a for-
tunate passage, laden with the fudge that
we demapded. No time is to be lost ; let
it be immediately conducted hither, and
distributed through the principal granaries
of the empire.
CHAPTER XXVIL
A Praclamation by the Baron—Excessive curiosity of
the people to know what fudge-was—The people in
« general ferinent about it—They break open all the
Granariesin the Empir'e—Tf(en}]‘eclions of the Peo-
ple conciliated—An Ode pyrfanued in honour of
the Baron—His Discourse with Fragantia on the

excellence of the Music.
Some time after, I ordered the following
proclamation to be published in the Court
Gazette, and in all the other papers of the
empire :
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By the most Mighty and Puissant Lord,
his Excellency the Lord Baron Mun-
chausen.

WHEREAS a quantity of fudge has
been distributed through all the granaries
of the empire for particular uses; and as
the natives have ever expressed their
aversion to all manner of European eata-
bles, it is hereby strictly forbidden, under
pain of the severest penalties, for any of
the officers, charged with the keeping of
the said fudge, to give, sell, or suffer to be
sold, any part or quantity whatever of the
said material, until it be agreeable unto
our good will and pleasure. MUNCHAUSEN.
Dated in our castle of Gristariska, this

Triskill of the month of Griskish,

in the yearMoulikasra-navas-kash-

navildash,

This proclamation excited the most ar-
dent curiosity all over the empire. Do
you know what this fudgeis? said lady
Mooshilgaronsti to lord Darnarlaganl.—
Fadge! said he—fudge!—no: what
fudge ! —1 mean, replied her ladyship, the
enormous quantity of fudge that has been
distributed under guards in all the strong
places in the empire, and which is strictly
forbidden to be sold, or given to any of
the natives under the severest penalties,
Lord! replied he, what in the name of
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wonder can it he’—Forbidden! why it
must ;—but pray do you, lady Fashashash,
do you know what this fudge is?—Do
you, lord Trastillauex?—Or you, Miss
Gristilarkash!—What! nobody know what
this fudge can be!

It engrossed for several days the chit-
chat of the whole empire. Fudge, fudge,
fadge, resounded in all compgnies, and in
all places, from the rising until the setting
of the sun ; and even at night, when gen-
tle sleep refreshed the rest of mortals,
the ladies of all that country were drcam-
ing of fudge? ;

Upon my honour, said Kitty, as she
was adjusting her modesty piece before
the glass, just after getting out of bed,
there is scarce any thing I would not give
to know what this fudge can be. Lal
my dear, replied Miss Killnariska, I have
been dreaming the whole night of nothing
but fudge : 1 thought my lover kissed my
hand, and pressed it to his bosom, while
1, frowning, endeavoured to wrest it from
him: that he kneeled at my feet.—No,
never, never will T Jook at you, cried I,
till you tell me what this fudge can be, or

get me some of it.—Be gone 1 cried I, with
all the dignity of offended beauty, majesty,
and a tragic queen.—Be gone ! never see
me more, or bring me this delicious fudge.
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He swere on the honour of a knight, that
he would wander o’er the world, encoun.
ter every danger, perish in the attempt, or
satisfy the angel of s soul,

The chiefs and nobility of the nation,
when they met together to drink their ka-
va, spoke or nothing but fudge.—Men,
women, and children, all, all talked of
nothing bui fudge. *Twas a fury of
curiosity, one general ferment, an uni-
versal fever—nothing but fudge could al-
lay it,

But in one respect they all agreed, that
sovernment must have had some interest-
ed view in giving such positive orders to
preserve it, and keep-it from the natives
ofthe country. Petitions were address.
ed to me from all quarters, from every
corporation and body of men in the whole
empire, The majority of the people in-
structed their constituents, and the par-
liament presented a petition, praying that
I would be pleased to take the state of
the nation under consideration, and give
orders to satisfy the people, or the most
dreadful consequences were to be appre-
hended. To these requests, at the en-
treaty of my council I made no reply, or
at best but unsatisfactory answers. Cq.
riosity was on the rack; they forgot to
lampoon the government, so engaged were




b atbb e WO A ] o

BARON MUNCHAUSEN. 177
they about the fudge. The great assemobly
of the states could think of nothing else.
Instead of enacting laws for the regulation
of the people, instead of consuliing what
should seem most wise, most excellent,
they could think, talk, and harangue of
nothing but fudge. In vain did the speak-
er call to order; the more checks they
got, the more extravagant and inquisitive
they were.

In short, the populace in many places
rose in the most outrageous and tumultu-
ousmanner, forced open the granariesin all
placesin one day, and triumphantly distri-
buted the fudge through the whole empire.

Whether on account of the longing, the
great curiosity, imagination, or therdispo-
sition of the people, I cannot say—but
they found it infinitely to their taste:
’twas an intoxication of joy, satisfaction,
and applause.

Finding how much they liked this fadge,
1 procured anotlier quantity from England,
much greater than the former, and cau-
tiously bestowed it over all the kingdom.
Thus were the affections of the peuvple re-
gained : and they, from hence, began to
venerate, applaud, and admire my govern-
ment more than ever. The following Ode
was performed at the castle, in the most
superb style, and universally admired.
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ODE.
Ye bulls and crickets, and Gog, Magog,
And trump’st high chiming anthrophog,
Come sicg blithe choral all in og,
Caralog, basilog, fog, and bog!

Great and superbappears thy cap sublime,
Admired and worshipp’d as the rising T
sun ;
Solemn, majestic, wise, like hoary Time,
And fam’d alike for virtue, sense and fun.

Then swell the noble strain with song
And elegance divine,

With Goddesses around shall throng,
And ail the Muses Nine.

And bulls, and crickets, and Gog, Magog,
And trumpets chiming anthrophog,

Shall sing blith choral all in og,

Caralog, basilog, fog, and bog !

This piece of poetry was much applaud-
ed, admired, and encored in every public
assembly ! celebrated as an astonishing
effort of genius ; and the music, composed
by Minheer Gastrashbark Gkrghhbar-
wskhk, was thought equal to the sense '—
Never was there any thing so universally
admired, the summit of the most exquisite
wit, the keenest praise, the most excellent
music.

Upon my honour, and the faith I owe
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my love, said I, music may be talked ofin
England ; but to possess the very soul of
harmony, the world should come to the
performance of this Ode.—Lady Fragan-
tia was at that moment drumming with
her fingers on the edge of her fan, lost in
a reverie, thinking she was playing upon
Was it a forte piano ?

No, my dear Fragantia, said I, tender-
ly taking her in my arms while she melt-
ed into tears; never, never will I play up-
on any other !

Oh ! ‘twas divine, to see her like a sum-
mer’s morning, all blushing and full of
dew !

CHAPTER XXVIII.

The Baron sets all the People of the Empire to work
to build a Bridge from their country to Great Bri-
tain—His contrivance to render the arch secure—
Orders an Inscription to be engraved on the
Bridge—Returnsusllall his Company, Chariot, &c-
to England—Surveys the Kingdoms and Nations
under him from the middle of the Bridge.

AND now most noble baron, said the illus-
strious Hilaro Frosticos, now is the time
to make this people proceed in any busi-
ness that we find convenient. Take them
at this present ferment of the mind, let
them not think, but at onece set them to
work, In short, the whole nation went
M
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heartily to tne business to build an edi-
fice such as was never seen in any other
country. Itook care to supply them with
their favourite kava and fudge, and they
worked like horses. The tower of Babylon,
which according to the Hermogastricus,
was seven miles high, or the Chinese wall,
was a mere trifle, in comparison to this
stupendous edifice ; which was completed
in a very short space of time.

It was of an immense height, far beyond
any thing that ever had been before erect-
ed; and of such gentle ascent, that a re-
Erm.lent of cavalry with a train of cannon
could ascend with perfect ease and faci-
lity. 1t seemed like a rainbow in the hea-
vens, the base of which appeared to rise
in the centre of Africa, and the other ex-
tremity seemed to stoop into Great Britain.
A most noble bridge indeed, and a piece
of masonry that has outdone Sir Christo-
pher Wren. Wonderful mustit have been
to form sc tremendous an arch, especially
as the artists has certain difficulties to la-
hour against, which they could not have
in the formation of any other arch in the
world, I mean, the attraction of the moon
and planets : because the arch was of so
great a height, and in some parts so elon-
gated from ‘the earth, as in a great measure
to diminish in its wrantauon to the centre




BARON MUNCHAUSEN. 181

of our globe; or rather, seemed more
easily operated upon by the attraction of
the planet : so that the stones of the arch,
one would think, at certain times, were
ready to fall up to the moon, and at other
times to fall down to the earth. But as
the former was more to be dreaded, I se-
cured stability to the fabric by a very cu-
rious contrivance. I ordered the archi-
tects to get the heads of some bundred
numskulls and blockheads, and fix them
to the interior surface of the arch, at cer-
tain intervals, all the whole length; by
which means the arch was held together
firm, and its inclination to the earth eter-
nally established ; because of all the
things in the world, the skulls of these
kind of animals have a strange facility of
tending to the centre of the earth.

The building being completed, I caused
an inscription 1o be engraved in the most
magnificent style upon the summit of the
arch; in letters so great and luminous
that all the vessels sailing to the East or
West Indies might read them distinct in
the heavens, like the motto of Constantine,

Kardol bagarlan kai ton faringo sargal ra mo
pashrolvatineac cal colnitos rona Jilnat agastra
sa dingannal fano,

That is to say, * As long as this arch
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and bond of union shall exist, so long
shall the people be happy. Nor can all
the power of the world affect them, unless
the moon, advancing from herusual sphere,
should so much attract the skulls as to
cause a sudden elevation ; on which, the
whole will fallinto the most horrible con-
fusion.”

An easy intercourse being thus esta-
blished between Great Britain and the cen-
tre of Africa, numbers travelled continu-
ally to and from both countries, and at my
request mail-coaches were ordered to run
on the bridge between both empires. After
some time, having settled the government
perfectly to my satisfaction, I requested
permission to resign, as a great cabal had
been excited against me in England ; 1
therefore received my letters of recal, and
prepared to return to Old England.

In fine, I set out upon my journey, co-

~vered with applause and general admira-

tion. I proceeded with the same retinuethat

1 had before Sphinx, Gog, and Magog, &c.

and advanced along the bridge, lined on
[ each side with rows of trees, adorned with
{f P festoons of various flowers, and illamina-
' ted with coloured lights. We advanced at
a great rate along the bridge, which was so
‘ very extensive that we could scarce per-
i ceive the ascent, but proceeded insensibly
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until we arrived on the centre of the arch.
The view from thence was glorious beyond
conception ; ‘twas divine to look down on
the kingdoms and seas, and islands under
us. Africa seemed in general of a tawny
brownish colour, burned up by the sun:
Spain seemed more inclining to a yellow,
on account of some fields of corn scattered
over the kingdom ; France appeared more
inclining to a bright straw colour inter-
mixed withgreen ; and England appeared
covered with the most beautiful verdure.
I admire the appearance of the Bal-
tie sea, which evidently seemed to have
been introduced between those countries
by the sudden splitting of the land ; and
that eriginally Sweden was united to the
western coast of Denmark ; in short, the
whole interstice of the gulf of Finland had
no being, until those countries, by mutual
consent, separated from one another. Such
weremy philosophical meditations, aslad-
vanced, when I observed aman in armour
with @ tremendous spear or lance, and
mounted upon 2 steed, advancing against
me. I soon discovered by a telescope that
it could be no other than Don Quixote, and
promised myself much amusement in the
recountre.
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CHAPTER XXIX.

The Baron's Retinue is opposed in heroie style
by Don Quioxte, who in his turn is attacked
by Gog and Magog—Lord Wittington and the
Lord Mayor's show comes fo the assistance of
Don Quizote—Gogand Magoy assail his Lord-
ship—Lord Wittington makes a speech, and
deludes Gog and Magog to his party—A gene-
ral scene of uproar and battle among the com-
pany ; until the Baron with greal presence of
mind, appeases the tumult.

Whaarart thou? exclaimed Don Quixote
on his potent steed. Who art thou? Speak,
—or by the eternal vengeance of mine
arm, thy whole machinery shall perish
at the sound of this my trumpet!
Astonished at so rude a salutation, the
i great Sphinx stopped short and drew in
i her head, like a snail when it touches
! something that it does mot like: the
bulls set up'a horrid bellowing ; the crick-
ets sounded an alarm ; and Gog and Ma-
gog advanced before the rest. One of those
powerful brothers had in his hand a great
! pole, to the extremity of which was fasten-
b ed a cord of about two feet in length, and
FE to the end of the cord was fastened a ball
i of iron with spikes shooting from it like
4 the rays of a star; with this weapon he
i prepared to encounter; and advancing
| thus he spoke :
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- « Audacions wight ; that thus, in com-
plete steel arrayed, doth dare to venture
cross my way, to stop thegreat Munchau-
sen. Know then, prond knight thou shalt
instant perish 'neath my potent arm.”

When' Quixote, Mancha’s knight, re-
sponded firm : :

Gigantic monster! leader of witches,
crickets, and chimeras dire! know thou,
that here before yon azure heaven, the
cause of truth, of valour, and of faith right
pure, shall ordeal counter fry it !

Thus he spoke, and brandishing his
mighty spear, would instant prodigies sub-
lime performed; had not some wight
placed ’neath the tail of dark Rosinante
furze all thorny base ; at which, quadru-
pedanting, plunged the steed, and instant
on the earth the knight roared credo for
his life.

At the same moment ten thousand frogs
started from the morions of Gog and Ma-
gog, and furiously assailed the knight on
every side. In vain he roared, and invo-
ked fair Dulcinea del Toboso: for frogs
wild crooking, seemed mofe loud, more so-
norous, than all his invocations. And
thus in battle vile the knight was overcome
and spawn all swarmed upon his glitter
ing helmet.

“ Detested miscreant!” roared the

i
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knight , “avaunt! Enchanter dire and
{ goblins could alone this arduous task per-
(N form; to rout the knightof Mancha, foul
) ! defeat, and war, even such as ne’er was
known before. Then hear, O Del Toboso !

hear my vows, that thus in anguish of my

soul I urge, ‘midst frogs, Gridalbin, Heca-

ton, Kai, Talon, and the Rove! (for such

the names and definations of their quali-

i ties, their seperate powers.) For Merlin
| plumed with airy flight, and then in watery
moonbeams dyed his rod eccentric. At

the touch, ten thousand frogs, strange me-
tamorphos’d, croaked even thus: And

here they come, on high behest to vilify

the knight, that erst defended famed vir-

ginity, and matrons all bewronged, and
pilgrims hoar, and courteous guise of all!

But the age of chivalry is gone, and the

glory of Europe is extinguished for ever!”

He spoke, and sudden good lord Whit-

tington at head of all his raree-show, came

forth, armour antique of chivalry, and

helmets old, and troops, all streamers,

flags, and banners glittering gay, red, gold,

and purple ; and in every hand a square

j of gingerbread, all gilded nice, was bran-
i dished awful. At a word ten thousand
i | thousand Naples biscuits, crackers, buns,
and flannel-cakes, and hats of ginger-

bread, encountered in mid air in glorious
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cxaltation ; like some huge storm of mill-
stones, or when it rains whole clouds of
dogs and cats.

The frogs, astonished, thunderstruck,
forgot their notes and music, that before
had seemed so terrible, and drowned the
cries of knight renow:; and mute in won-
der heard the words of Whittington, pro-
nouncing solemn ;—* Goblins, chimeras
dire, or frogs, or whatsoever enchantment
thus presents in antique shape, attend
and hear the words of peace; and thou,
good Herald, read aloud the riot act!”

He ceased, and dismal was the tone that
softly breathed from all-the frogs in cho-
ras, who quick had petrified with fright,
unless redoubted Gog and Magog, both
with poles, high topped with airy bladders
by a string dependent, had not stormed
against his lordship. Ever and anon the
bladders loud resounding on his chaps,
proclaimed the fury against all potent
law, coercive mayoralty : When he, sub-
missive, thus in cunning guile addressed
the knight's assailant : ¢ Gog, Magog, re-
nowned and famous! what, my sons,
shall you assail your father, friend, and
chief confessed ? Shall you, thus armed
with bladders vile , attack my title, emi-
nence, and pomp sublime? Subside,viledis-
cord, and againreturntoyourtrue’legiance,
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Think, my friends, how oft your gorgeous
pouch I’ve cramm’d, all calapash, green
fat, and calapes. Remember how you'ye
feasted, stood inert for ages, nntil size im-
mense you've gained. And think, how
different is the service of Munchausen,
where you o’er seas, cold, briny, floatalong
the tide, eternal toiling like to slaves Al-
giers and Tripoli. And ¢’en on high, bal-
loon like, through the heavens have jour-
neyed late, upon a rainbow or some awful
bridge stretched eminent; as if on earth
he had not work sufficient to distress your
potent servitudes, but he should also seek
in heaven dire cause of labour ! Recolleet,
my friends, even why or wherefore should
you thus assail your lawful Magistrate, or
why desert his livery? or for what or
wherefore serve this German Lord Mun-
chausen, who, for all your labours, shall
alone bestow some fudge and heroic blows
in war? Then cease, and thus in amity
retarn to friendship aldermanic, bungy,
brown, and sober.”

Ceased he then, right worshipful, when
both the warring champions instant stem-
med their battle, and in sign of peace and
unity returning, ‘neath their feet reclined
their weapons. Sudden ot a signal either
stamped his foot sinistrine, and the loud
report of bursten bladder stunned each ear
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surrounding, like the roar of thunder from
on high convulsing heaven and earth.

’Twas now upon the saddle once again
the kunight of Mancha rose; and in his
hand far balancing his lance, full tilt
against the troops of bulls opposing ran.
And thou, shrill Crillitrilkril, than whom
no ecricket e’er on hob of rural cottage, or
chimney black, mere gladsome tuned his
merry note, ¢’en thou didst perish, shriek-
ing gave the ghost in empty air the sport
of ev'ry wind ; for €’en that heart so jo-
cund and so gay was pierced, harsh spit-
ted by the lance of Mancha, while un-
daunted thou didst sit between the horns
that crowned Mowmowsky. And now
Whittington advanced, ‘'midst armour an-
tique and the powers Magog and Gog;
and with his rod enchanting touched the
head of every frog, long mute and thun-
derstruck ; at which, in universal chorus
and salute, they sung blithe jocund, and
amain advanced rebellious ’gainst my
troop.

While Sphinx, through great, gigantic,
seemed instinctive base and cowardly,
and at the sight of storming gingerbread,
and powers Magog, and Gog, and Quixote,
all against her, started fierce, o’erturning
boat, balloons, and all: loud roared the
bulls, hideous ; and thecrash of wheels
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the chaos of confusion drear, resounded
far from earth to heaven. And still more
fierce in charge the great Lord Whitting-
ton, from poke of ermine his fam’d Gri-
malkin took. She screamed, and barsh
attacked my bulls confounded ; lightning-
like she darted, and from half the troop
their eyes devouring tore. ~ Nor could the
riders, crickets throned sublime, escape
from rage, from fury less averse than can-
nons murder or the stormy sea. The
rreat Mowmowsky roared amain and
plunged in anguish, shunning every dart
of fire-ey’d fierce Grimalkin. Dire the
rage of warfare, and contending crickets,
Quixote and great Magog; when Whit-
tington advancing—Good, my friends and
warriors, headlong on the foe bear down
impetuous | He spoke, and waving high
the mighty rod, tipped wonderful each
bull, at which more fierce the creatures
bellowed, while enchantment drear de-
voured their vitals. And all had gone to
wreck in more than mortal strife, unless
like Neptune orient from the stormy deep,
I rose, e'en towering o'er the ruins of my
fighting troops. Serene and calm I stood,
and gazed around undaunted ; nor did
aught oppose against my foes impetuous.
But sudden from my chariot, purses plen-
tiful of fudge poured forth, and scattered
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it amain o’er all the crowd contending.
As when old Catharine or the careful Joan
doth scatter to the chickens bits of bread
and crumbs fragmented, while rejoic’d
they gobble fast the proffered scraps in
general plenty and fraternal peace, and
hush, she cries, hush ! hush!

CHAPTER XXX.

The Baron arrives in England—The Colossus of
Rhodes romes to congratulate him— Great rejvicings
on the Baron's return, and a tremendous Concert—
The Baron's Discourse with Fragantia, and her
opinion of the Tour to the Hebrides.

Havine arrived in old England once more,
the greatest rejoicings were made for my
return ; the whole city seemed one general
blaze of illumination ; and the Colossus of

. Rhodes, hearing of my astonishing feats,

came on purpose to England to congratu-
late me on such unparalleled achieve-
ments; But above all other rejoicings on
my return, the musical oratorio and song of
triumph were magnificent in the extreme.
Gog and Magog were ordered to take the
maiden tower of Windsor and make a
tambarine or great drum of if. For this
purpose they extended an elephant’s hide,
tanned and prepared for the design, across
the summit of the tower, from parapet to
parapet; so that in proportion this ex-
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tended elephant’s hide was to the whole
of the castle what the parchment is to a
drum ; in such a manner that the whole
became one great instrument of war.

To correspond with this, Colossus took
Guildhall and Westminster Abbey, and
turning the foundations towards the hea-
vens, so that the roofs of the edifices were
upon the ground, he strung them across
with brass and steel wire from side to side ;
and thus, when strung, they had the ap-
pearance of most noble dulcimers. He
then took the great dome of St. Paul’s,
raising it off the earth with as much faci-
lity as you would a decanter of claret.
And when once risen up, it had the ap-
pearance of a quart bottle. Colossus in-
stantly, with bis teeth, cracked off the
superior part of the cupola, and then ap-
plying his lips to the instrament, began to
sound it like a trumpet. ’Twas martial
beyond description—tantara ! —tara—ta !

During the concert I walked in the
park with Lady Fragantia : she was dress-
ed that morning in a chemise a la rene.
I like, said she, the dew of the morning,
'tis delicate and ethereal, and by thus be-
spangling me, I think it will more approx-
imate me to the nature of the rose (for
her looks were like Aurora) : and to con-
firm the vermilion I shall go to Spa;—
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and drink the Pouhon spring, added I,
gazing at her from topto toe. Yes, repli-
ed the lovely Fragantia, with all my heart,
’tis the drink of sweetness and delicacy ;
never were there any creatures like the
water-drinkers at Spa ; they seem like so
many thirsty blossoms on a peach tree,
that suck up the shower in the scorching
heat. There is a certain somethingin the
waters that gives vigour to the whole
frame, and expands every heart with rap-
ture and benevolence. They drink ! good
gods! how they do drink! and then, how
they sleep. Pray, my dear Baron, were
you ever atthe falls of Niagara? Yes, my
lady, replied I, (surprised at such astrange
association of ideas) I have been many
years ago at the falls of Niagara, and found
no more difficulty in swimming up and
down the cataract, than I should to move
a minuet, At that moment she dropped
her nosegay—Ah, said she, as I presented
it to her, there is no great variety in these
polyanthuses : I do assure you, my dear
Baron, that there is taste in the selection
of flowers as well as every thing else; and
were I a girl of sixteen I should wear
some rose-buds in my bosom ; but at five-
and-twenty, I think ’twould be more
apropos to wear a full-blown rose, quite
ripe, and ready to drop off the stalk for
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want of being pulled—heigh ho ! But pray,
my lady, said I, how do you like the con-
cert! Alas! said she, languishly, while
she laid her hand upon my shoulder, what
are these bodyless sounds and vibrations
to me? and yet what an exquisite sweet-
ness in the songs of the northern part of
our island :— Thow art gone awa from me,
Mary !’ How pathetic and divine the lit-
tle airs of Scotland and the Hebrides.
But never, never can I think of that same
Doctor Johnson ; that coNsTABLE, as Fer-
gus Mac Leod calls him, but I have an
i 1dea of a great brown full-bottomed wig
| and a hogshead of porter '—0, ’twas base
to be every where treated with politeness
and hospitality, and in return invidiously
to smellfungus them all over; te goto the
country.of Kate of Aberdeen, of Auld Ro-
bin Gray, ’midst rural innocence and
sweetness, take up their plaids, and dance.
0! Doctor, Doctor!

And what would you say, Fragantia, if
you were to write a Tour to the Hebrides?
Peace to the heroes, replied she, in a de-
licate and theatrical tone—peace to the
heroes who sleep in the isle of Jona : the
sons of the wave, and the chiefs of the
dark brown shield ! The tear of the sym-
pathizing stranger is scattered by the wind
over the hoary stones as she meditates

|
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sorrowful on the timesofold ! Such could

I say, sitting upon some druidical heap or

tumulus. The fact is this, there is a right

and a wrong to every thing ; and there is

more pleasure in thinking with pure no-

bility of heart, than with the illiberal en.

mities and carcasm of 3 blackguard.
CHAPTER XXXI.

A litigated contention between Don Quixote, Gog,
Magoy, §c.—A grand Court assembled upon it—
The appearance of the Com any—The Matrons
Judges, §c.—The method of {]Vrdiuy, and the use
of the fashionable Amusement Quizzes — Wauwwan
arrives from the Country of Prester John, and
leads the whole Assembly a wild-goose chace to the
top of Plinlimmon, and thence to Virginia—The
Baron meets a floating Island in his Voyage to
America—Pursues Wawwan with his whole Com..
pany through the Deserts of North America—His
curtwus contrivance to seize Wauwau in a morass,

THE contention between Gog and Magog,
and Sphinx, Hilaro Frosticos, the Lord
Whittington, &ec. was productive of infie
nitelitigation. All the lawyers in the king-
dom were employed, to render the affair
as complex and gloriously uncertain as
possible, and, in fine, the whole nation be.
came interested, and were divided on both
sides of the question. Colossus took the
part of Sphinx, and the affair was at length
submitted to the decision of a grand coun-
cil in a great hall, adorned with seats on
N
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every side in form of an amphitheatre-
The assembly appeared the most magnifi-
cent and splendid in the world. A court
or jury of one hundred matrons occupied
the principal and most honourable part of
the amphitheafre: they were dressed in
flowing robes of sky blue velvet, adorned
with festoons of brilliants and diamond
stars ; grave and sedate-looking matrons,
all in uniform, with speetacles upon their
noses : and opposite to these were placed
one hundred judges, with curly white wigs
flowing down on each side of them to their
very feet : so that Solomon in all his glory
was not so wise in appearance, At the ar-
dent request of the whole empire, 1 conde-
scended to be the president of the court;
and being arrayed accordingly, I took my
seat beneath a canopyerected in the centre.
Before every judge was placed a square
inkstand, containing a gallon of ink, and
pens of a proportionable size ; and also
right Before him an enormous folio, so large
as to serve for table and book at the same
time. But they did not make much use of
their pensand ink, except to blot and daub
the paper ; for that they should be the more
impartial, I had ordered that none but
the blind should be honoured with the em-
ployment : so that when they attempted to
writeany thing, they unifermly dipped their
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pens into the machine containing sand;
and having scrawled over a page as they
thought, desiring them to dry it withsand,
would spill half a gallon of ink upon the
paper, and thereby daubing their fingers,
would transfer theink to theirface when-
ever they leaned their cheek upon their
hand for greater gravity. As to the ma-
trons, to prevent an eternal and confused
prattle that would drown all manner of in-
telligibility, 1 found itabsolutely necessary
tosew up their mouths; so that between
the blind judgesand the dumb matrons,
methought, the trialhad a chance of being
terminated sooner than it otherwise would.
The matrons, instead of their tongues, had
other instruments to convey their ideas :
each of them had three quizzes, one quiz
pendant from the string that sewed up
her mouth, and another quiz in either
hand. When she wished to express her
negative, she darted and recoiled the quiz-
zes in her right and left hand ; and when
she desired to express her affirmative, she,
nodding; made the quiz pendant from her
mouth flow down andrecoil again. The trial
proceeded in this manner for a long
time to the admiration of the whole
empire ; when at length I thought proper
1o send to my old friend and ally, Prester-
John, intreating himto forwardto me one of
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the species of wild and curious birds found
in his kingdom, called a Wauwau. 'L'his
creature was brought over the great bridge
before-mentioned from the interior of
Africa, bya balloon. The balloon was placed
upon the bridge, extending over the para-
pets on each side, with great wings or oars
to assist its velocity ; and under the bal-
loon was placed pendant a kind of boat in
which were the persons to manage the
steerage of the machine, and protect
Wauwau. This oracular bird arriving in
England, instantly darted through one of
the windows of the great hall,and perched
upon the canopy in the cenire, to the ad-
miration of all present. Her cackling ap-
peared quite prophetic and oracular ; and
the first question proposed to her by the
unanimous consent of the matrons and
judges was, Whether or not the moon was
composed of green cheese ? The solution of
this question was absolutely necessary,
Lefore they could proceed farther on the
trial.

Waunwau seemed in figure not very
wuch differing from-a swan, except that
the neck was not near so long, and she
stood after an admirable fashion like to
Vestris. She began cackling most sono-
rously and the whole assembly agreed
that it was absolutely necessary to catch
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her, and having her in their immediate
possession, nothing more would be requi-
site for the termination of this litizated
affair. For this purpose the whole house
rose up to catch her; and approached in
tumault, the judges brandishing their pens,
and shaking their big wigs, and the ma-
trons quizzing as much as possible in
every direction, which very much startled
Wauwau, who clapping her wings, in-
stantly flew out of the hall. The assembly
began to proceed after her in order and
style of precedence; together with my
whole train of Gog and Magog, Sphinx,
Hilaro Frosticos, Queen Mab’s chariot,
the bulls and crickets, &ec. preceded by
bands of musiec ; while Wauwau descend-
ing on the earth, ran on like an ostrich
before the troop, cackling all the way.
Thinking suddenly to catch this ferocious
animal, the judges and matrons would
suddenly quicken their pace; but the
ereature would as guickly outrun them, or
sometimes fly away for many miles toge-
ther, and then alight to take breath until
we came in sight of her again. Our train
journeyed over a most prodigious track of
country in a direct line, over hills and
dales, to the summit of Plinlimmon, where
we thought to have seized Wauwau; but
she instantly took flight, and never ceased
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until she arrived at the mouth of the Pow-
tomac river in Virginia.

Our company immediately embarked in
the machines before described, in which
we had journeyed into Africa, and aftera
few days sail arrived in North America.
We met with nothing curious on our voy-
age, except a floating island, containing
some very delightful villages, inhabited
by a few whites and negroes; the sugar
cane did not thrive there well, on account,
as I was informed, of the variety of the
climates; the island being sometimes
driven up as far as the north pole, and at
other times wafted under the equinoctial.
In pity to the poor islanders, I got a huge
stake of iron, and driving it through the
centre of the island, fastened it to the
rocks and mud at the bottom of the sea;
since which timetheisland has become sta-
tionary,and is wellknownat present by the
name of St, Christopher’s, and there is not
an island in the world more secure.

Arrived in North America we were re-
ceived by the president of the United
States with every honour and politeness.
He was pleased to give us all the infor-
mation possible relative to the woods and
immense regions of America, and ordered
troops of the different tribes of the Esqui-
maux to guide us through the forests in
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pursnit of Wauwau ; who, we at length
found, had taken refuge in the centre of
a morass. The inhabitants of the country
who loved hanting, were much delighted
to behold the manner in which we atempt-
ed to seize upon Wauwau; the chace was
noble and uncommon. I determined to
surround the animal on every side: and
for this purpose ordered the judges and
matrons to surround the morass with nets
extending a mile in height: on various
parts of which net the company disposed
themselves, floating in the air, like somany
spiders upon their cobwebs. Magog, at
my command, put on a kind of armour
that he had carried with him for the pur-
pose, corslet of steel, with gauntlets, hel-
met, &e. so as nearly to resemble a mole
He instantly plunged into the earth, mak-
ing way with his sharp steel head-piece
and tearing up the ground with his iron
claws; and found not much dificulty.
therein: as morass in general is of a soft
and yielding texture. Thus he hoped to
undermine Wauwau, and suddenly rising,
seize her by the foot: while his brother
Gog ascended the air ina balloon, hoping,
to catch her if she should escape Magog.
Thus the animal was surrounded on every
side, and at first was very much terrified,
knowing not which way she had best to
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.t go. At length, hearing an obscure noise
1¥ under ground, Wauwau took flight before
£ Magog could have time to catch her by the
¥ foot. She flew to the right, then to the
| ‘ left, north, east, west, and south: but
{ ! found on every side the company prepared

i upon their nets. At length she flew right
up soaring at a most astonishing rate to-
ward the sun, while the company on every
side set-up one general acclamation. But
Gog in his balloon soon stopped Wauwau

’ in the midst of hercareer, and snared her
in a net, the cords of which he continued
to hold in his hand. Wauwau did not
totally lose her presence of mind, but after
a little consideration, made several violent
darts against the volume of the balloon ;
so fierce, as at length to tear open a great
space, on which the inflammable air rush-

A ing out, the whole apparatus began to
tumble to the earth with amazing rapidity.
Gog himself was thrown out of the vehi-
cle, and letting go the reins of the net,

0 o ‘Wauwan got liberty again, and flew out

J of sight in an instant.

i Gog had been above a mile elevated

3 from the earth when he began to fall, and

H as he advanced, the rapidity increased, so

g

|

that he went like a ball from a cannon
into the morass, and his nose striking
against one of the iron-capped hands of
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his brother Magog, just then rising from
the depths, he began to bleed violently,
and, but for the softness of the morass,
would have lost his life.

CHAPTER XXXIL

The Baron harangues the Company, and they
continue the pursuit—The Baron wandering
from his Retinne, is taken by the Savages,
scalped, and tied to a stake to be roasted ; but
e contrives to extricate himself, and kills the
Savayes—The Baron travels over land through
the Forests of North America. to the confines
of Russia—Arrives at the Castle of the Nare-
skin Rowskinowmowsky, and gallops into the
Kingdom of Loggerheads—A battle, in which
the Baron fights the Nareskin in single Com-
bat, and generously gives him his Life—Arrives
at the Friendly Islands, and discourses with
Omai— The Baron with all his attendants, goes
from Otaheite to the Isthmus of Darien ; and
having cut a Canal across the Isthmus, refurns
to England.

My Friends and very learned and pro-
fornd Judiciarii, said I, be not disheart-
ened that Wauwau has escaped from you
at present; persevere, and we shall yet
succeed. You should never despair, Mun-
chausen being your general: and there-
fore be brave, be courageous, and fortune
shall second your endeavours. Let us
advance undaunted in pursuit, and follow
the fierce Wauwau even three times round
the globe, until we entrap her,
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My words filled them with confidence
and valour, and they unanimously agreed
to continue the chace. We penetrated
the frightful deserts and gloomy woods of
America, beyond the source of the Ohio,
through countries utterly unknown before.

I frequently took the diversion of shoot-
ing in the woods ; and one day thatI hap-
pened with three attendants to wander far
from our troop, we were suddenly set up-
on by a number of savages. As we had
expended our powder and shot, and hap-
pended to have no side-arms, it was in
vain to make any resistance against hun-
dreds of enemies. In short they bound
us, and made us walk before them to a
gloomy cavern in a rock, where they feast-
ed upon what game they had killed ; but
which not being sufficient, they took my
three unfortunate companions and myself
and scalped us. The pain of losing the
flesh from my head was most horrible, it
made me leap in agonies, and roar like a
bull. They then tied us to stakes, and
making great fires around us, began to
dance in a circle, singing with much dis-
tortion and barbarity, and attimes putting
ihe palms of their hands to their mouths,
set up the war-whoop. As they had on
that day also made a great prize of some
wine and spirits belonging to our troop,
these barbarians finding it deliciors, and




BARON MUNCHAUSEN. 205

unconscious of its intoxicating quality,
began to drink it in profusion, while they
beheld us roasting ; and in a very short
time they were all completely drunk, and
fell asleep around the fires. Perceiving
some hopes, I used most astonishing efforts
to extricate myself from the cords with
which I was tied, and at length succeeded.
1 jmmediately unbound my companions,
and though half roasted, they still had
power enough to walk. We sought about
for the flesh that had been taken off our
heads, and having found the scalps, we
immediately adapted them to our bloody
heads, sticking them on with a kind of
glue of a sovereign quality, that flows from
a tree in that country, and the parts united
and healed in a few hours. We took
care to revenge ourselves on the savages,
and with their own hatchets put every oné
of them to death, We then returned to
our troop, who had given us up for lost;
and they made great rejoicings on our re-
turn. We now proceeded in our journey
through this prodigious wilderness, Gog
and Magog acting as pioneers, hewing
down the trees, &c. at a great rate as we
advanced, We passed over numberless
swamps, lakes, and rivers, until at length
we discovered a habitation at some dis-
tance. Jt anpeared adark and gloomy
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castle, surrounded with strong ramparts,
and a broad ditch. We called a council
of war, and it was determined to send a
deputation with a trumpet to the walls of
the castle, and demand friendship from
the governor, whoever he might be, and
an account if aught he knew of Wau-
wau. For this purpose our whole cara-
van halted in the wood, and Gog apd
Magog reclined among the trees, that
their enormous strength and size should
not he discovered, and give umbrage
to the lord of the castle. QOur embassy
approached the castle, and having demand-
ed addmittance for some time, at length
the drawbridge was let down, and they
were suffered to enter. As soon as they
had passed the gate it was immediately
closed after them, and on either side they
perceived. ranks of halberdiers, who made
them tremble with fear. We come, the
herald proclaimed, on the part of Hilario
Frosticos. Don Quixote, Lord Whitting-
ton, and the thrice-renowned Baron Mun-
chausen, to claim friendship from the
governor of this puissant castle, and to
seek Wauwau. The most noble the gover-
nor, replied an officer, is at all times happy
toentertain such travellers as pass through
these immense deserts, and will esteem
it an honour that the great Hilaro Frosti-
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cos, Don Quixote, Lord Whittington, and
the thrice renowned Baron Munchausen
enter his castle walls.

In short, we entered the castle. The
governor sat with all our company at table,
surrounded by his friends of a very fierce
and warlike appearance. They spoke
but little, and seemed very austere and
reserved until the first course was served
up. The dishes were brought in by a
number of bears walking on their hind
legs ; and on every dish was a fricassee
of pistols, pistol bullets, sauce of gun-
powder, and aqua-vite. This entertain-
ment seemed rather indigestible by even
an ostrich’s stomach : when the governor
addressed us, and informed me that it
was ever his custom to strangers, to offer
them for the first course a service similar
to that before us ; and ifthey were inclin-
ed to accept the invitation, he would fight
them as much as they pleased: but if
they could notrelish the pistol, bullets, &e.
he would conclude them peaceable, and
try what better politeness he could show
them in his castle. In short, the first
course being removed untouched, we
dined; and after dinner the governor for-
ced the company to push the bottle about
with alacrity and to excess. He informed
us, that he was the Nareskin Rowskimow-
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mowsky, who had retired amidst these
wilds, disgusted with the court of Peters-
burgh. I was rejoiced to meet him; I
recollected my old friend, whom I had
known at the court of Russia, when I re-
jected the hand of the empress. The
Nareskin, with all his knights compa-
nions, drank to an astonishing degree,
and we all set of upon hobby horses
in full ery out of the castle. Never was
there seen such a cavalcade before. In
front galloped an hundred knights belong-
ing to the castle, with hunting horns and
a pack of excellent dogs ; and then came
the Nareskin Rowskimowmowsky, Gog
and Magog, Hilario Frosticos, and your
humble servant, hallooing and shouting
like so many demoniacs, and spurring our
hobby horses at an infernal rate, until we
arrived in the kingdom of Loggerheads.
The kingdom of Loggerheads was wilder
than any part of Siberia, and the Nare-
skin had here built a romantic summer
house, in a Gothic taste, to°which he
would frequently retire with his company
after dinner. The Nareskin had a dozen
bears of enormous stature, that danced
for our amusement, and their chiefs per-
formed the minuet de la cour to admira-
tion. And here the most noble Hilario
Frosticos thought proper to ask the Nare-
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skin some intelligence about Wauwau, in
quest of whom we had travelled over such
a tract of country, and encountered so
many dangerous adventures: and also
inviled the Nareskin Rowskimowmowsky,
to attend us with all his bears in the ex-
pedition. The Nareskin appeared asto-
nished at the idea; he looked with infi-
nite hauteur and ferocity on Hilaro, and
aflecting a violent passion, asked him, did
he imagine that the Nareskin Rowskimow-
mowsky could condescend to take notice
of a Waauwau, let her fly what way she
would? Or did he think a chief possess-
ing such blood in his veins, could engage
in such a foreign pursuit? By the blood
of all the bears in the kingdom of Logger-
heads, and by the ashes of my great
great grandmother, I would cut off your
head !

Hilaro Frosticos resented this oration,
and in shorta general riot commenced.
The bears, together with the three hundred
knights, took the part ofthe Nareskin ; and
Gog and Magog, Don Quixote, the Sphinx,
Lord Whittington, the pulls, the crickets,
the judges, the matrons, and Hilaro Fros-
ticos. made noble warfare against them.

I drew my sword, and challenged the
Nareskin single combat. He frowned,
while his eyes sparkled fire and indigna-
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tion ; and bracing a buckler on his leftarm,
he advanced against me. Imade a blow at
him with all my force which he receivedup-
on his buekler, and my sword broke short.

Ungenerous Nareskin! Seeing me dis-
armed, he still pushed forward dealing
his blows upon me with the utmost vio-
lence, which I parried with my shield
and the hilt of my broken sword, and
fought like a game-cock.

An enormous bear at the same time at-
tacked me; but I ran my hand still re-
taining the hilt of my broken sword down
his throat, and tore up his tongue by the
roots. I then seized his carcass by the
hind-legs. and whirling it over my head,
gave the Nareskin such a blow with his
own bear as evidently stunned him. I re-
peated my blows,knocking the bear’s head
against the Nareskin’s head, until by one
happy blow, I got his head into the bear's
jaws; and the creature being still some-
what alive and convulsive, the teeth clos-
ed upon him like nut-crackers. I threw
the bear from me, but the Nareskin re-
mained sprawling, unable to extricate his
head from the bear’s jaws, imploring for
mercy, I gave the wretch his life—a lion
preys not upon carcasses.

At the same time my troop had effec-
tually routed the bears and the rest of
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their adversaries. I was merciful, and or-
dered quarter to be given.

At that moment 1 perceived Wauwau
flying at a great height through the hea-
vens, and we instantly set out in pursuit
of her, and never stopped until we arrived
at Kamschatka—thence we passed to
Otaheite. I met my old acquaintance
Omai, who had been in England with the
great navigator, Cook ! and I was glad to
find he had established Sunday-schools
over all the islands. I talked to him of
Europe, and his former voyage to England.
Ah! said he, most emphatically,’ the
English, the cruel English, to murder me
with goodness and refine upon my torture
—took me to Earope, and showed me the
Court of England, the delicacy of exquisite
life : they showed me gods, and showed
me heaven, as if on purpose to make me
feel the loss of them.

From these islands we set out, attended
by a fleet of cances with fighting stages
and the chiefest warriors of the islands,
commanded by Omai.—Thus the chariot
of Queen Mab, my team of bulls and the
erickets, the ark, the Spbinx, and the
balloons, with Hilaro Frosticos, Gog and
Magog, Lord Whitiington, and the Lord
Mayor's show, Don Quixote, &¢. with my
fleet of canoes, all together cuta very for-

0
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midable appearance on our arrival at the
Isthmus of Darien. Sensible of what
gencral benefit it would be to mankind, I
immediately formed a plan of cutting a
canal across the Isthmus from sea to sea.

For this purpose I drove my chariot
with the greatest impetuosity repeatedly
from shore to shore, in the same track,
tearing up the rock and earth thereby, and
forming a tolerable bed for the water.
Gog and Magog next advanced at the
head of a million of people, from the
realms of North and South America, and
from Europe; and with infinite labour
cleared away the earth, &e. that I had
ploughed up with my chariot. I then
again drove my chariet, making the canal
wider and deeper ; and ordered Gog and
Magog to repeat their labour as before.
The canal being a quarter of a mile broad,
and ‘three hundred yards in depth, I
thought it sufficient, and immediately let
in the waters of the sea. I did imagine
that from the rotatory moticn of the earth
on its axis from west to east, the sea would
be higher on the eastern than the western
coast; and that on the uniting of the two
seas there would be a strong current from
the east—and it happened just as I ex-
pected ; the sea came in with tremendous
magnificence, and enlarged the bounds of
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the canal, so as to make a passage of some
miles broad from ocean to ocean, and
made an island of South America. Seve-
ral sail of trading vessels and men of war
sailed through this new channel to the
South Seas, China, &c. and saluted me
with all their cannon as they passed.

I looked through my telescope at the
moon, and perceived the philosophers
there in great commotion : they could
plainly discern the alteration on the sur-
face of our globe, and thought themselves
somehow interested in the enterprise of
their fellow mortals in a neighbouring
planet. They seemed to think it admira-
ble, that sach little beings as we men
should attem:pt so magnificent a perfor-
mance, that would be observable even in
a separale werld.

Thus having wedded the Atlantic Ocean
to the South Sea, I returned to England,
and found Wauwau precisely in the very
spot whence she had set out, after having
led us a chace all round the world.

CHAPTER XXXIIL

The Baron goes o Petersburgh, and converses
with the Empiess—Pursuades the Russians
_and Turks, to cease cutling one another's
throats, and in coneert cul a Camgl across the
Isthmus of Suez—The Baron discovers the
Alexandrine Library, and mcets with Hermes
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Trismegistus—Beseiges  Seringapaiam, and

challenges Tippoo Saib {o single combat—

They fight—The Baron receives some wounds

on his face, bul at length vanquishes the Tyrant

—The Baron returrs to Europe and raises the

hull of the Royal George.

Seizep with a fury of canal cutting, I
took it in my head to form an immediate
commnication between the Mediterra-
nean and the Red Sea; and therefore set
out for Petersburgh.

The sanguinary ambition of the empress
would not listen to my proposals, until 1
took a private opportunity, taking a cup
of coffee with her majesty, to tell her, that
I would absolutely sacrifice myself for
the good of mankind ; and if she would
accede to my proposals, wonid on the com-
pletion of the canal, ipso facto, give her
my hand in marriage !

My dear, dear Baron, said she, I accede
to every thing you please; and agree to
make peace with the Porte on the condi-
tion you mention:  And, added she
rising with all the majesty of the Czarina
Empress of half the world,—be it known
to all our subjects, that We ordain these
conditions, for such is our royal will and
pleasure.

I now proceeded to the Isthmus of Suez,
at the head of amillion of Russian pioneers,
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and there united my forces with a million
of Turks, armed with shovels and pick-
axes. They did not come to cut each
other’s throats, but for their mutual in-
terest, to facilitate commerce and civili-
zation, and pour all the wealth of India,
by a new channel, into Europe. My brave
fellows, said I, consider the immense la-
bour of the Chinese, to build their cele-
brated wall ; think of what superior be-
nefit to mankind is our present undertak-
ing ; presevere, and_fortune will second
your endeavounrs. Remember it is Mun-
chausen who leads you on, and be con-
vinced of success.

Saying these words, I drove my cha-
‘riot withall my might in my former track,
that vestige mentioned by Baronde Tott ;
and when I was advanced considerably,
I felt my chariot sinking under me. Tat-
tempted to drive on, but the ground or
rather immense vault, giving way, My
chariot and all went down precipitately.
Stunned by the fall, 1 was some moments
before I could recollect myself; when at
length to my amazement, perceived my-
self fallen into the Alexandrine Library,
overwhelmed in an ocean of books—thou-
sands of volumes came tumbling on my
head admidst the ruins of-that part of the
vault through which my chariot had de-
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scended, and for a time buried my bulls
and all beneath a heap of learning. How-
ever, I contrived to extricate myself, and
advanced with awful admiration through
the vast avenues of the library. I per-
ceived on every side innumerable vol-
umes and repositories of ancient learn-
ing, and all the science of the Antedilu-
vian world. Here I met with Hermes
Trismegistus, and a parcel of old philoso-
phersdebating upon the politicsand learn-
ing of their days. I gave them inexpres-
sible delight, in telling them, in a few
words, all the discoveries of Newton, and
a history of the world since their time.
These gentry on the centrary told me a
thousand stories ofauti(iuity that some of
our antiguarians would have given their
very eyes to hear.

In short, I ordered the library to be
preserved, and I intend making a present
of it, as soon as it arrives in England to
the Royal Society, together with Hermes
Trismegistus, and half a dozen of old
philosuphers. I have got a beautiful cage
made, in which I keep these extraordi-
nary creatures, and feed them with bread
and honey, as they seem to believe ina
kind of doctrine and transmigration, and
will not touch flesh. Hermes Trismegis-
tus especially is a most antique-locking
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being, with a beard halfa yard long, co-
vered with a robe of golden embroidery,
and prates like a parrot. He will cuta
yery brilliant figure in the museum.
aving made a track with my chariot
from sea to sea, I ordered my Turks and
TRussians to begin ; and in a few hovrsI
had the pleasure of seeing a fleet of Bri-
tish East Indiamen in full sail through
the canal. The officers of this fleet was
very polite. and paid me every applause
and congratulation my exploits could
merit. They told me of their affairs in
India, and the ferocity of that dreadful
warrior Tippo Saib; on which I resolved
to go {o India and encounter the tyrant.
T travelled down the Red Sea to Madras,
and at the head of a few Sepoys and Eu-
ropeans pursued the flying army of Tip-
poo to the gates of Seringopatam. Ichal-
lenged him to mortal combat ; and mounted
on my steed rode up to the walls of the
foriress amidst a storm of shells and can-
non balls, As fast as the bombs and can-
non balls came upon me, 1 caught them
in my hands like so wany pebbles, and,
throwing themagainst the fortress,demo-
lished the strongest ramparts of the place.
I took my mark so direct that whexnever
T aimed a cannon ball or a shell at any
person on the ramparts, I was sure to hit
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him : and one time perceiving a tremen-
dous piece of artillery pointed against me,
and knowing the ball must be so great it
would certainly stun me, I took a small
cannon ball, and just as I perceived the
engineer going to order them to fire, and
opening his mouth to give the word of
command, I took aim and drove my ball
precisely down his throeat.

Tippoofearing thatall would belost, that
a general and successful storm would ensue
if I continned to batter the place, came
forth on his elephant to fight me—1I sa-
luted him, and irsisted ha should fire first.

Tippoo, though a barbarian, was not
deficient in politeness, and declined the
compliment : upon which I took off my
hat, and bowing, told him it was an ad-
vantage Munchausen should never be said
to accept from so gallant a warrior; on
which Tippoo instantly discharged his
carbine, the ball from which hitting my
horse's ear, made him plunge with rage
and indignation. In return. Idischarged
my pistol at Tippoo, and shot off his tur-
ban. He had a small field-piece mount-
ed with him on his elephant, which he
then discharged at me, and the grape shot
coming in a shower, rattled in the laurels
that covered and shaded me all over, and
remained pendant like berries on the
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branches. I then advancing, took the
proboseis of his elephant, and turning it
against the rider, struck him repeatedly
with the extremity of it on either side of
the head, until Iatlengthdismounted him.
Nothing could equal the rage of the bar-
barian finding himself thrown from his
elephant. He rose ina fit of despair, and
rushed against my steed and myself: but
I scorned to fight him at so great a dis-
advantage on his side, and direetly dis-
mounted to fight him hand to hand. Ne-
ver did I fight with any man who bore
himself more nobly than this adversary ;
he parried my blows, and dealt home his
own in return with astonishing precision.
The first blow of his sabre I received up-
on the bridge of my nose : and, but for the
bony firmness of that part of my face, it
would have descended to my mouth, Istill
bear the mark upon my nose.

He next made a furious blow at my
head, but I parrying, deadened the force
of his sabre, so that 1 received but one
scar upon my forehead; and at the same
instant, by a blow of my sword, cut off
his arm, and his hand and sabre fell to the
earth: he tottered for some paces, and
dropped at the foot of his elephant. That
sagacious animal, seeing the danger of his
master, endeavoured to protect him by
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flourishing his proboscis around the head
of the Sultan.

Fearless I advanced against the ele-

hant, desirous to take alive the haughty
Tippoo Saib ; bul he drew a pistol. and
discharged it full in my face as I rushed
upon him, which did me no further harm
than wound my cheek-bone, which dis-
figures me somewhat under my left eye.
I could not withstand the rage and im-
pulse of that moment, and with one blow
of my sword separated his head from his
body.

Iyreturned over land from India to
Europe with admirable velocity : so that
the account of Tippoo's defeat by me has
not as yet arrived by the ordinary pas-
sage, nor can you expect to hear of it for
a considerable time. I simply relate the
encounter as it happened between the
Sultan and me : and if there be any one
who doubts the truth of what I say he is
an infidel, and I will fight him at any
time and place, and with any weapon he
pleases.

Hearing so many persons talk about
raising the Royal George, I began to take
pity on that fine old ruin of British plank,
and determined to bave her up. ]; was
sensible of the failure of the various
means hitherto employed for the purpose,
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and therefore inclined to try a method
different from any before attempted. I got
an immense balloon, made of the toughest
sail-cloth ; and, baving descended inmy
diving-bell, and properly secured thehull
with enormous cables, I'ascended to the
surface, and fastened my cables to the
balloon. Prodigious multitudes were as-
sembled to behold the elevation of the
Royal George ; and as soon as I began to
fill my balloon with inflammable air, the
vessel evidently began to move : but when
my balloon was completely filled, she
carried up the Royal George with the
greatest rapidity. The vessel appearing
on the surface occasioned an universal
shout of trinmph from the millions as-
sembled on the occasion. Still the bal-
loon continued ascending, trailing the hull
after her like a lantern at the tail of a
kite, and ina few minutes appeared float-
in% among the clouds.

{ was then the opinion of many phi-
losophers that it would be more difficult
to get her down than it had been to draw
her up. But I convinced them to the
contrary, by taking my ajm so exactly
with a 12 -pounder, that I brought her
down in an instant.

1 considered, that if Ishould break the
balloon with a cannon-ball while she re.
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mained with the vessel over the land, the

fall would inevitably occasion the de-

struction of the hull;and which, in its fall,
might erush some of the multitude :
therefore I thought it safer to take my
aim when the balloon was over the sea,
and, pointing my 12-pounder, drove the
ball right through the halloon: on which
the inflammable air rushed out with great
force, and the Royal George descended
like a falling star into the very spot from
whence she had been taken. There ske
still remains; and I have convinced all
Europe of the possibility of taking her np.
CHAPTER XXXIV.

The Baron ma‘es a speech to the National As-
sembly, and drives oué all the members—Routs
the fish-women and the National Guards— Pur-
sues the whole rout into a church, where he de-
“eats the National Assembly, &c. with Rous-
seau, Voltaire and Belzebub at their head. and

liberates Marie Antoinelte and the Royal
Family.

Passing through Switzerland, on my re-
tarn from India, I was informed that se-
veral of the German nobility had been
deprived of the honours and immunities
of their French estates. I heard ' of the
sufferings of the amiable Maric Antoinette,
and swore to avenge every look that had
threatened herwith insult. I went to the
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eavern of these Anthropophagi, assembled

to debate, and gracefully putting the hilt

of my sword to my lips, I swear, cried I,

by the sacred cross of my sword, that if

vou do not instantly reinstate your Kinz®
and his nobility, and your injured queen,

I will cut the one half of you to pieces.

On which the President, taking up a
leaden inkstand, flung it at my head, I
stooped to avoid the blow, and rushing to
the tribunal, seized the Speaker, who was
ulminating against the Aristocrats: and
and taking the creature by one leg, flung
him at the President. I laid about me most
nobly, drove them all out of the house, and
lockine the doors, put the key in my pocket.

I then went to the poor king, and mak-
ing my obeisance to him—Sire, said I,
your enemies have all fled; I alone am
the National Assembly at present, and I
shall register your edicts to recall the
prince and the nobility; and in fature,
if your Majesty pleases, I will be your par-
liament and Council. He thanked me, and
the amiable Marie Antoinctte smiling gave
me her hand to kiss.

At that moment I perceived a party of
the National Assembly, who had rallied
with the National Guards, and a vast pro-
cession of fish-women, advancing against
me, I deposited their majesties in a place
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of safety, and with my drawn sword ad-
vanced against my foes. Three hundred
fish-women. with bushes dressed with
ribbons in their hands, came hallowingand
roaring against me like so many furies. [
seorned to defile my sword with their blood,
butseized the first that came up, and mak-
ing her kneel down, knighted her with my
sword which so terrified the rest, that they
all set up a frightful yell, and ran away as
ast as they could for fear of being aristo-
crated by knighthood.

As to the National Guards, and the rest
of the Assembly, I soon put them to flight :
and having made prisoners of some of
them, compelled them to take down their
national, and put the old royal cockade in
its place. -

I then pursued the enemy to the top of
a hill, where a most noble edifice dazzled
my sight: noble and sacred it was, but
now converted (o the vilest purposes,
their monument de grands hommes, a
Christian church that these Saracens had
perverted into abomination. I burst open
the doors, and entered sword in hand,
Here I observed all the National Assem..
bly marching round a great altar erected
to Voltaire ; there was his statue in tri-
umph, and the fish-women with garlands
decking it, and singing Ca Ira! I could
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bear the sight no longer; but rushed up

on these pagans, and sacrificed them by
dozens on the spot. The members of the
assembly, and the fish-women, continued
to invoke their great Voltaire, and all
their masters in this monument de grands
hommes, imploring them to come down
and succour them against the Aristocrats
and the sword of Munchausen. Their
cries were horrible, like the shrieks of
witches and enchanters versed in magic
and the black art; while the thunder
growled, and storms shook the battlements,
and Rousseau, Voltaire, and Belzebub
appeared, three horrible spectres: one all
meagre, mere skin and bone. and cada-
verous, seemed death, that hideous skele-
ton: it was Voltaire, and in his hands
were a lyre and a dagger.—On the other
side was Rousseau, with a chalice of sweet
poison in his hand; and between them was
their father Belzebub!

I shuddered at the sight; and with all
the enthusiasm of rage, horror, and piety,
rushed in among them. I seized that
cursed skeleton Voltaire, and soon com-
pelled him to renounce all the errors he
had advanced ? and while he spoke the
words, as if by magic charm, the whole
assembly shrieked, and their pandemo-
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nium began to tumble in hideous ruin on
their head.

I returned in triumph to the palace,
where the Queen rushed into my arms,
weeping tenderly. Ah, thou flower of no-
bility, cried she, were all the nobles of
France like thee, we should never have
been brought to this !

I bade the lovely creature dry her eyes,
and with the King and Dauphin ascend
my carriage, and drive post tc Mont-Medi,
as not an instant was to be lost. They
took my advice and drove away. I con-
veved them within a few miles of Mont-
Medi, when the King thanking me for my
assistance, hoped I would not trouble
myself any farther, as he was then, he
presumed, out of danger: and the Queen
also, with tears in her eyes, thanked me
on her knees, and presented the Dauphin
for my blessing. In short, I left the king
eating a mutton-chop. Tadvised himnot
to delay, or he would certainly be taken;
and setting spurs to my horse, wished
them a good evening, and returned to
England. If the King remained too long
at table, and was taken, it was not my
fault.—

THE END.
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